
Sunday, August 23, 2020 

Announcements 

Many folks are wondering when we will be able to meet for in-person 
worship. Please know that our Congregation Council is working on making 
that a reality. Currently groups of no more than 25 are prohibited. When we 
reopen, we will be able to accommodate 40 people, using face masks, 
being physically distanced, etc. Our building is essentially ready to 
welcome us all back. 
 
However, Council has to set criteria for reopening beyond the number of 
folks who can gather. The metrics of the number of cases per 100,000 
people and the percent of positivity rate are the two metrics that seem to be 
the most important as we move forward. Presently Lancaster County is a 
good bit above the recommended figures on both accounts.  
 
So, when the governor allows larger groups to meet, Council will set criteria 
using the metrics in the decision-making process.  
 
Please know that everyone’s safety is our first priority as we plan to reopen, 
whenever that may be. 
 
Please keep each other and the Council in your prayers daily. 
 

Lectionary 21, Year A 

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now 
God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. 

 1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 
  you that seek the LORD. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah who bore you; 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3For the LORD will comfort Zion; 



  he will comfort all her waste places, 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the LORD; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 
 4Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation; 
 for a teaching will go out from me, 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 
  my salvation has gone out 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
  and look at the earth beneath; 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 

Psalm: Psalm 138 

O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8) 

 1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of 
your steadfast | love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things. 
 3When I called, you | answered me; 
  you increased my | strength within me. 
 4All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 
  when they have heard the words | of your mouth. R 
 5They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 
  that great is the glory | of the LORD. 
 6The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty | from afar. 
 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall 
save me. 
 8You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 
  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of 
your hands. R 



Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing 
lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are 
transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of 
service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of 
Christ. 

1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 
  3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to 
the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many 
members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will 
overcome the very gates of Hades. 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And 
I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that 
he was the Messiah. 
 
 

Sermon 
 
Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 



Jesus and his disciples have been together for quite some time when we meet them 

today in Matthew’s gospel. They have apparently arrived in Caesarea Philippi. And in 

Caesarea Philippi at that time there was a grotto where the god Pan was located.  

And on the cliff walls adjacent to that grotto were any number of niches holding images 

of other gods. This was a place where many different gods were worshipped. 

So, it is in this setting that Jesus asks his disciples, “…who do you say that I am?” 

Whenever I read this text I sometimes wonder what it must have been like being a 

disciple of Jesus at that moment in time. The disciple’s lives have been completely 

disrupted. They are now fishing for men and not fish. They have left their homes and 

families. They are on the road, literally walking the road, a great deal. They roam from 

town to town, with no place to call their own. 

They hear Jesus talk with people about the Kingdom of Heaven. They see the miracles 

that he performs. They understand he is not like other men. But what, exactly, are they 

thinking? How do they think about Jesus? Who is he really? What’s eventually going to 

happen to them as they move from town to village, as more and more folks hear and 

see and join their small movement that is constantly getting the attention of not only the 

Jewish leaders but the Romans as well.  

I’m guessing they keep formulating and reformulating their thoughts about this Jesus 

they follow. Perhaps they talk amongst themselves at times about Jesus and where 

they are all headed, the outcome of their time together. 

They knew Judaism. They knew the Messiah had not yet come to deliver Israel. They 

have been hearing Jesus talk about religion and the Lord God in new and different 

ways. Were they confused or was it all coming together, albeit ever so slowly? 

And then suddenly Jesus pops the question that I’m guessing they were not quite ready 

to hear, “…who do you say that I am?” 

I think I would have scrambled to get my thoughts together in some coherent form to 

take a stab at answering his question.  Now it’s time to answer, not as a group, but 

individually.  

We don’t know how much time passed after the disciples told Jesus who others think he 

is or might be. But I’m thinking it wouldn’t have been enough time for me to get myself 

together to lay out my thoughts. 

Then I picture Simon Peter standing up tall and straight and blurting out, “You are the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

There it was said. It’s out there now. Can’t take it back. And we don’t know if Peter’s 

answer caught the other disciples off guard or if they were thinking the same thing. 

But they were apparently silent as Jesus answers Peter and tells him that he gave the 

correct answer. Now the cat is truly out of the bag – Jesus is, indeed, the Promised 



One, the Messiah, the Savior, the one longed for, the one who will bring peace and 

justice, the one who will set everything right and lead God’s people forward. 

And then Jesus surprises the disciples as he gives them power and authority that up 

until that moment was thought to be power and authority wielded only by God, and by 

Jesus as they have witnessed so often. 

This certainly was a “light bulb” moment if ever there was one. This event in Caesarea 

Philippi was the game changer. Jesus is the Messiah. Wow! 

But the kicker for the disciples was Jesus’ charge that they were not to tell anyone. No 

one. Not yet. This was a secret like no other. They were indeed the privileged insiders.  

Now their mission would become more intense, have more purpose and become even 

more challenging. The disciples would view and hear Jesus with different ears and see 

him through different eyes from this moment forward.  

We know that later, especially in Jerusalem during Holy Week, the disciples have the 

opportunity to reveal that Jesus is indeed the promised Messiah, but instead choose to 

disassociate themselves with Jesus, thinking of their own skin first. 

We also know that after the resurrection these same disciples receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit and take Jesus’ message to the ends of the known earth. 

So where does that leave all of us, us who happen to be Jesus’ disciples today? Will we 

be as bold as Peter to say out loud for all to hear that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Promised one who has called us to serve him through what we say and do for others? 

Do we profess Jesus as our Lord and Savior, the one who has offered us the gift of 

salvation and who is with us moment by moment through the extraordinary gift of his 

Holy Spirit? 

Do we, in our conversations with others during this difficult time, state our reliance upon 

Jesus our Lord and Savior?  

I read last week that many people, nearly 40% as I recall, suffer from some degree of 

depression brought on by this pandemic. If I had to guess, I’d say that figure might be 

on the low side. 

All of us are affected by COVID 19. Some of us more than others and some of us more 

severely than others. And we are hopefully approaching the point of looking into the 

tunnel and seeing light at the other end. This virus has the best minds in the world 

admitting that they are learning more about it almost daily.  

Yet, we do know a great deal. And we are dealing with it all as best we can. Signs of 

depression among us are not uncommon. This virus has placed us in a scenario we had 

never thought about before we became self-quarantined in March. Life has been 

altered. Plans have been remade and cancelled. Social contacts and connections have 

suffered a great deal. Normal seems to be redefined every day or so.  



As schools reopen parents, teachers, staff and students are filled with trepidation and a 

certain amount of fear. Again, we are creating the road map as we move forward each 

day. 

As we look to Jesus in prayer and meditation for comfort and hope, we also can give 

that same comfort and hope to others as we converse and interact with them.  

Is this a simple and easy cure for fear and depression. Not necessarily. It may be for 

some. But I believe for all believers it can go a long way as we seek to navigate life one 

day at a time. We can be sustained by our faith as we know that we are God’s, we 

belong to him. He gathers us together as a mother hen gathers here chicks. He protects 

us, shields us, gives us hope in the midst of chaos. 

Who do you say that Jesus is?  

I don’t want that to be simply a rhetorical question that we forget before today is over. I’d 

like everyone to think about how you individually will answer that question today, given 

all that we face: COVID 19, nominating conventions, racial injustice issues that need to 

be addressed, local concerns  and how we cope within our communities as we try to let 

no one fall through the cracks. 

So please take as much time as needed to write down how you answer the question for 

you – who do you say that Jesus is?  

I’ve been doing that as I work through this sermon. And I have to admit that just working 

through the texts for today and looking within myself, my mood and outlook have 

become more hopeful. I appreciate God’s gift of Jesus and the Spirit in my life. I can’t 

imagine my life, especially today, without the knowledge that Jesus has called me to be 

his child forever. My knowledge of Jesus lightens my load because I know that whatever 

it is that I bear it is made lighter with God’s help. 

As you answer the question of who you say that Jesus is, remember that your answer, 

once shared, might just make someone’s day! So, share the good new of Jesus Christ, 

the Messiah, our Lord and our Savior. 

Thanks be to God. Amen  

 

Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 



Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as 
the living God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both 
here at home and throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. 
Join our songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish 
this wondrous home you give us. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, 
legislators and magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders 
regard those in need with mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of 
peoples. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your 
purpose for us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those 
who are bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care (especially). Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You call us into this community (name), in which we, though many, are one in Christ. 
May we recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us 
for the building up of the church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to 
joy and gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our 
beloved dead (especially). Bring us with them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 


