
Sunday, August 16, 2020 
Lectionary 20, Year A 

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to 
save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—
not race, nationality, or any other category. 

 1Thus says the LORD: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come, 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 
 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar; 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8Thus says the Lord GOD, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 

Psalm: Psalm 67 

Let all the peoples praise you, O God. (Ps. 67:3) 

 1May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
 2Let your way be known | upon earth, 
  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
 3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth. R 
 5Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
 6The earth has brought | forth its increase; 
  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 



 7May God | give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. R 

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, 
while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not 
rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 
  29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so 
they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may 
now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be 
merciful to all. 

Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward 
religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman 
considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help. 

[10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is not 
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth 
that defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant 
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are 
blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 
15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still 
without understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the 
stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds 
from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, 
murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a 
person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”]  
  21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her 
at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 
shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It 
is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet 
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered 
her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter 
was healed instantly. 



Sermon 

Grace and peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

There is a lot packed into our gospel text today. It really starts at the beginning of 

Chapter 15 of Matthew and goes through verse 28. It’s part of a long chapter. 

And it is full of good lessons and teachings for us, although these are not quite as easy 

for us as to hear and assimilate as are the gospel texts that are parables and sayings of 

Jesus that we have heard multiple times before.  

Our text today ends with Jesus healing the daughter of a woman who is not a Jew. And 

this is breaking news. Up until now all the people Jesus healed were Jews. Now, his 

mission has opened up to the whole world, to all people.  

Now non-Jews are welcome to hear Jesus’ message of salvation. They would hear him 

speak of the Kingdom of Heaven and tell parables and they would witness the miracles 

that he performed. This a major turning point in Jesus’ life and ministry.  

But just prior to this healing of a non-Jew, Jesus makes a point that we must not pass 

by. And it seems that it is an appropriate point anytime, but perhaps specifically where 

we all find ourselves today. 

Jesus was referring to Jewish purity laws when he tells the disciples “what comes out of 

the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart comes 

evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are 

what defiles a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 

I always thought it would have been neat if Jesus ended that saying by adding: “Now, 

take that and chew on it awhile.” 

What comes out of the mouth is what defiles. That’s quite a statement. Who among us 

isn’t feeling just a little bit guilty right about now? Who among us is lily white when it 

comes to saying or doing something we shouldn’t have, something that defiles another? 

It might have been a big deal or maybe not. Our action was not what we would do again 

given a second chance.  

Yet today as we look around, we see much that defiles. We see and read about all sorts 

of evil intentions. We read of murders daily in our local newspaper, some near by and 

some farther away. We know of adulterous situations, situations that sometime defy 

logic. We read about theft and false witness and slander. And unfortunately many of 

these evils are connected with politics and politicians we elected to high office to 

represent us and our wishes.  

Sometimes it literally makes us ill. We simply cannot believe what we read and hear and 

know in our hearts to be true, no matter how repulsed we are. We might think and say 

that we’ve never lived through times like these.   



Perhaps we haven’t. But certainly, as we look back over the history of our nation and 

the world, we know that human beings will always be tempted to do and say things that 

are nothing short of evil.  

We see pyramid schemes, large and small, that fleece people from savings, some life 

savings. We see slanderous speech everywhere: on television, local meetings, in our 

neighborhoods. We witness people lying, cheating and doing whatever they must do in 

order to justify their position and to garner others’ sentiments to join their side of the 

debate or issue. 

Being in an election year, we are subject to ads by candidates on both sides and blush 

in embarrassment and seethe inside because we can’t accept that this is the state of 

politics, on local and national levels. 

We find dishonest people being called out by local and national law enforcement 

agencies. We see people given special treatment and privileges because of who they 

know, even if legally they do not deserve such treatment. 

And perhaps the worst part of it all is that it is easier and easier for all of us to say, “The 

heck with it all”, and begin to speak and act out the very evils we rail against. The 

feeling of course is that if we can’t beat them we should join them. We, of course, then 

become part of the problem and not part of the solution.  

Sometimes it is truly easier to join the crowd than to resist or fight it and what it stands 

for and how it is being destructive on so many levels.  

Thankfully for us there is an alternative. We know that to give in and join the opposition, 

is not in keeping with our Christian values and is certainly against the teachings of 

Jesus our Lord and Savior. 

We sometimes forget that good things come from the heart as well as evil. For sure, 

sometimes doing good is harder, much harder perhaps, then doing evil. 

Yet we are called to take the higher road, the moral high ground, if you will. We are 

called to love our neighbor as ourselves, we are called to love our enemy, for example. 

We are called to stand for and with those who have no voice, those who are the 

outcasts, those who are the ones easy to forget. While others put themselves and their 

wants and desires first, we put others first. Our desires and wants go on the back burner 

for a while.  

Easy? Heaven’s no. The correct viewpoint and point of action? Certainly.  

What comes from our hearts and out of our mouths can and should counter all the evil 

that is before us.  

Today, we could successfully argue, I believe, that COVID 19 is a world-wide evil that 

has the potential to beat us, if we let it, if we let evil overtake good. None of us has lived 

through such a time as this. None of want to repeat it either.  



But an important aspect right now is how we live and react to all that is going on around 

us connected with COVID 19, with racial justice, with unemployment, with large and 

small businesses closing, with not knowing when we will gather in-person for worship. 

We don’t know if the vaccines being developed will be effective and we aren’t real close 

to a cure for the virus. We see hunger being a daily reality as is the possibility of 

creating a nation of homeless people, because they have no place to live after being 

evicted. 

And just because we claim our faith doesn’t make the problems any less severe. Just 

because we are people of faith doesn’t mean the answers will be easy to put into action.  

But, being a Christian gives us a basis for the multitude of decisions we will make. As 

we attempt to look at each situation through the eyes of Jesus, through the eyes of faith, 

we just may add clarity, or a perspective not seen before.  

With love for all and a willingness to get our hands dirty and go “all in” we will infuse 

Jesus and his ways into the situation.  

As we prayerfully seek how to react and exactly what to say, we are a positive voice 

and influence in the mix of other voices and concerns. 

The evil we confront today is real. It is also insidious. It seems to be growing out of 

hand. Times are indeed tough and rough for so many, perhaps some who are related to 

us and who are our neighbors, or someone we know. 

Tough times, rough times, require more from us as followers of Christ. They invite us to 

spend more time listening than talking many times; they invite us to pray more; they 

invite us to align ourselves with other Christians; they invite us to continue to read God’s 

word, they continue to have us concentrate on what love might look like in any given 

situation. 

And then to have the courage to step out, in Christ’s name, and be the people we are 

called to be. In the end our mission is not as difficult as was Jesus’ mission. Ultimately, 

he died on the cross for our sins. Stepping up on his behalf of our world as it presents 

itself to us today is what we are called to be about. 

I almost feel as if I should apologize because my sermon is not as uplifting as some 

might like, given all that we face together. But we all deal with the texts that are before 

us on any given Sunday. Today, in the middle of a hot August, God’s word to us is one 

that can only call us to action, to act as Jesus would have us act as we continue to face 

an uncertain future. 

And yet, as followers of Christ, we are certain of our future. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. 
As Jesus acknowledged the great faith of a woman from outside his people, help your 
church discover and find blessing in the faith of people we might reject. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your 
creatures, that the earth will flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils 
stripped of nutrients, and refresh the air all creatures need to live. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the 
nations of the world, now divided by competing interests, contending alliances, and 
consumed by enormous worry. Bless us and make your face shine upon all. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not 
have enough, for outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your 
healing (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation (name) grace to 
find our life refreshed in you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest 
and renewal, and strengthen us for mission in your name. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the 
saints (especially), join us also with them on the great day of your salvation. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 


