
Sunday, August 9, 2020 
Lectionary 19, Year A 

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s 
presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” 
God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites 
are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as 
his own successor. 

9At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there.  
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
10He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
  11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about 
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and 
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after 
the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer 
silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and 
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are 
you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the 
God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 
and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 
take it away.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall 
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from the sword 
of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 
18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, 
and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

Psalm: Psalm 85:8-13 

I will listen to what the LORD God is saying. (Ps. 85:8) 

 8I will listen to what the LORD| God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to 
you. 
 9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell | in our land. R 
 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
 11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 



  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
 12The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 
  and our land will | yield its increase. 
 13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 
  and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R 

Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift 
received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word 
creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an 
indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 
who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith 
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). 8But what does it say?  
 “The word is near you, 
  on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the 
mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of 
all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” 
  14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As 
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail 
despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the 
disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 

22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the 
Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the 
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there 
alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the 
wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the 
sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It 
is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, 
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 



29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came 
toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his 
hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they 
got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly 
you are the Son of God.” 
 

Sermon 
 
Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Amen 

There are many in our world today who would say that our faith is being tested as never 

before. While I’m not certain about the “never before” part of that sentiment, I agree that 

for many believers our faith is being tested. 

Since March we have been dealing with a virus that is brand new. So, every day the 

scientific community continues to learn more and more about it. And the news up to now 

has not been good. In fact, it has been devastating news to many. We’ve been 

mandated to shelter at home and gather in very small groups.  

We’ve been given wider freedom of movement and we’ve had that rescinded. Many of 

us are calmly moving toward a new normal – yet undefined, while others find it hard to 

live not knowing how long the virus will take precedence over our lives. 

More recently, we have experienced another hurricane on the East Coast. One crisis 

overshadowed by another. 

And so, it is understandable that some believers are having a test of faith at this 

moment in their lives. And certainly, at least for many, this was a surprise test. They 

were not prepared for it. There was no notice that a test of this magnitude was coming. 

No, we walked into class one day, and surprise – test. Now what? We’re not prepared. 

We never thought we would be tested in this manner. 

As I began reading our texts for today, and especially the gospel, I was struck with the 

image of Peter in the boat with the other disciples amidst a storm and compared them in 

that situation with believers in our situation today. I smiled to myself. A test of faith 

comes at the least expected time. 

I’m fairly sure that Peter, being afraid for his life in the storm, prayed for Jesus to still the 

storm. And then everything would be back to normal. I’m sure he never thought this 

predicament would be one that would test his faith in a way he likely never envisioned. 

In fact, his first test of faith was to believe that the one speaking to them was in fact 

Jesus. Apparently with the violence of the storm it was not easy to recognize Jesus for 

who he was. And then Jesus responded to Peter’s challenge to prove that he truly was 

who he said he was by commanding Peter to get out of the boat and to walk on water 



towards him. And Peter does. And that to me is quite an act of faith. And just when 

things are going smoothly Peter started to sink and cried out to Jesus to save him. And 

Jesus does. End of test. Perhaps. 

I think that part of our test today is to understand who Peter had a lack of faith in. Was it 

Jesus? Or was it himself? 

I think that Peter initially walked on water and, if he was anything like us, was pleasantly 

surprised. Thankful, but surprised. But the more he thought about it all, the less 

confident he became. And his loss of confidence was not in Jesus, but in himself to 

keep walking on the water toward Jesus. Did he think that Jesus would have him stop or 

return to the boat? It’s hard for us to get into his mind just then. 

In one sense it seems rather obvious that Peter, while walking toward Jesus who 

commanded him out of the boat in the first place, lost faith in himself. For whatever 

reason it seems that Peter couldn’t imagine himself, a lowly human being, walking on 

water. How could that be? And he began to sink. 

And Jesus responds to all of this by saying to Peter “You of little faith, why did you 

doubt?” And when they were together in the boat Jesus caused the winds to cease and 

together the disciples proclaimed that Jesus truly is the Son of God. 

Our life of faith, our right relationship with God, is given to us by God himself. Free gift. 

Pure gift; we can do nothing to earn it. 

Faith is a marvelous, wonderful, free gift that is given to lead us to live a life full of 

thanksgiving for what God has done for us through Jesus the Christ, and what God 

continues to do for us even today. 

The gift of faith given to Peter that day that led to him leaving the boat and walking on 

water for a while turned into a test rather quickly. 

Again, I don’t think Peter lost faith in Jesus, I think Peter lost faith in himself, in his ability 

to lean on Christ above all others, including himself, to meet Christ’s expectations. 

We might remember when God appeared to Moses in the earthquake, wind and fire, a 

situation akin to Peter in the midst of the storm. 

In our first lesson today we read of Elijah, who was going through a tough time, a time 

of personal testing, and we read that the Lord God came to him, but not in a fury, but 

rather in sheer silence. Testing times don’t always mean a time of violent chaos. Testing 

can come when all is quiet, when we are alone with our thoughts and fears. 

Tests from our past school days may include such types as: oral, fill in the blank, 

multiple choice or written, to name a few. The tests we face throughout life are of 

different types also. Some we are naturally more prepared for than others. In the end, 

some seemed rather easy, while others stumped us, we were not as prepared for them 

as we thought. 



But the reality is that tests of all sorts are always among us, some of which are, 

understandably, tests of faith. Some tests of faith we are more prepared for than others. 

Some catch us totally off guard and set us reeling, feeling as if we are beginning to sink, 

as did Peter. 

And yet we understand, even in those very trying times, that God is with us. He never 

leaves us dangling out there alone. His Spirit never takes a day off. Perhaps our lack of 

faith in that moment is our lack of faith in ourselves, in where our faith is as we respond 

to whatever the test may be. 

One could argue that in this time of dealing with COVID 19 churches are being tested. 

When will they reopen? How will they survive financially? Will this be the end of church 

as we knew it only a few months ago? 

All are important and timely questions. And yet as we look at data and as I hear other 

pastors talking about their congregation and all congregations in general, an interesting 

pattern is developing.  

Many of the congregations who are worshipping online in one sort or other are finding 

that their total attendance is more than the average worship attendance before COVID 

19. Imagine. There seem to be many people out there who are looking to God, as did 

Peter, to save them, or give them hope and comfort during these uncertain and trying 

times. 

Many congregations are reporting a stable financial picture. Many congregations are 

reporting that overall giving of tithes and offerings are keeping pace with expenditures. 

And thanks to all of you, Emmanuel is proof of that phenomenon.  

Surprise. Surprise. In the midst of this unprecedented storm, good news. God is indeed 

a God of surprises. And one huge surprise for us might be that as we continue to know 

and believe and live out God’s never disappearing presence we have more and more 

faith in ourselves. God constantly shows us in a whole host of ways that with the faith 

he has given us we too can still the storm for someone else. We can challenge others to 

have faith enough to leave the boat, focusing on Christ. We can challenge ourselves to 

not waver in our faith and begin to sink. 

But if and when we challenge ourselves, we are constantly assured, as was Peter, that 

God is still there. He will forever reach out his hand and save us from drowning. 

Thanks be to God. 

Amen 

 

 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of storms, so 
that we see and hear Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we follow 
Christ wherever he leads. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from 
exploitation and abuse. Help the human family endeavor to sustain and be sustained by 
the resources of your hand. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and 
righteousness and peace kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of 
justice, and the justice that is the path to peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all 
who are lonely, hear the voices of those who cry out in anguish, and support those who 
are frustrated in their search for an affordable place to live. We pray for those suffering 
this day (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank 
you for this gift. We pray for those who are new to this community, for students and 
teachers preparing for a new school year, and for those struggling with unexpected 
hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life together. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and 
places, and for the saints in our lives and in our community whom you have gathered to 
yourself (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 


