
Sunday, August 2, 2020 
Lectionary 18, Year A 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5 

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also 
promises to make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that 
previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these 
nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel. 

 1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 

Psalm: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Ps. 145:16) 

 8The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
 9LORD, you are | good to all, 
  and your compassion is over | all your works. R 
 14The Lord upholds all | those who fall 
  and lifts up those who | are bowed down. 
 15The eyes of all wait upon | you, O LORD, 
  and you give them their food | in due season. 
 16You open | wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every | living thing. 
 17You are righteous in | all your ways 



  and loving in | all your works. R 
 18You are near to all who | call upon you, 
  to all who call up- | on you faithfully. 
 19You fulfill the desire of | those who fear you; 
  you hear their | cry and save them. 
 20You watch over all | those who love you, 
  but all the wicked you | shall destroy. 
 21My mouth shall speak the praise | of the LORD; 
  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forev- | er and ever. R 

Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5 

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in 
God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include 
being God’s children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in 
worship of God, and receiving divine promises. 

1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 
Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I 
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred 
according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, 
the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the 
patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, 
God blessed forever. Amen. 

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his 
compassion for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is 
moved to perform one of his greatest miracles. 

13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from 
there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 
followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and 
he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples 
came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the 
crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus 
said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They replied, 
“We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to 
me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and 
the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them 
to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; 
and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And 
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
 
 



Sermon 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

We’ve just experienced a record setting hot month of July. Maybe the heat gave us a 

great excuse to stay inside where it is cooler. After being at home for months on end, it 

was rather good to have a new excuse to stay inside – the terrible heat. 

We are creating the “new normal” as we move through each new day, month and now 

season. It is surely different, to say the least. Are we getting used to it? Maybe. Mostly, I 

think, we are becoming better at tolerating it. We are getting better at planning for 

events and planning scenario A, B, and C for each one, with C equaling cancelled. 

Going without dinner was not normal for the folks of Jesus time, at least for those who 

were with him that day when it was running late and there was a need to feed the 

masses. 

Before us today in Matthew’s gospel is the very well-known miracle of 5 loaves of bread 

and 2 fishes. It is truly a miracle that all the people present were fed and that there were 

so many leftovers. There are few miracle stories that rival this one. 

We don’t know how Jesus made a meager few fish and loaves into a feast with 

leftovers. We just know he is capable of such a feat. Jesus can turn situations where 

there is great need into new situations where all are satisfied. 

The first time I read this story earlier this week I was struck by the vision of those who 

needed food driving great distances and waiting in lines as civic and church groups 

handed out much needed food items as COVID 19 was taking a great toll on 

employment. The need for food rose as unemployment became a reality daily for many 

in our nation. The need couldn’t have been greater. One wondered where the food was 

going to come from to feed all these folks and not just for a day, but for the foreseeable 

future. It was almost overwhelming. 

And then the miracle. Businesses both large and small, religious organizations and 

individuals in their own neighborhoods came together as one. And together, within days, 

people were being fed and nourished. And not just for a day or two, but for the long 

haul. 

But a miracle? Yes, I believe so. I believe that in those moments when food distribution 

was being setup a miracle was occurring. Our society recognized that food is essential 

to life itself. And there was no way our country was going to let our citizens, our 

neighbors, go hungry or starve to death because they could not afford to buy food. 

Volunteers gladly came forward to help with the huge process of readying the food for 

pick-up by those in need, many of whom had never received a handout in their lives and 

were so very grateful that they and their family would not go hungry. 



We so often take food for granted. It might rise in cost, but we have enough to eat. And 

thankfully there are all sorts and kinds of help available if we are in situations where 

help is required. 

Jesus performed a miracle with 5 loaves and 2 fishes. Miracles like that are all around 

us, if we have eyes to see. I’ve just mentioned the huge, sustained effort to relieve 

hunger during our present COVID crisis. 

But others abound also. I believe that the doctors and nurses who rush into areas that 

are experiencing the worst of COVID are part of a miracle where there a shortage of 

medical personnel. We saw that from around the country these unselfish professionals 

did not hesitate to go where they were needed. And, unfortunately, some of them 

became ill and some died. Yet they went. They were part of a miracle that allowed so 

many patients to recover or die with dignity. All of this happened early on and is now 

being repeated as certain cities are inundated with new cases of COVID. Please keep 

all health care workers in your prayers daily. 

Likely you have read or heard stories of other miracles, perhaps smaller in scope, but 

miracles nonetheless during this uncharted time we live in. 

Miracle are all around. We must keep viewing our world through the eyes of faith, with a 

heart that is in tune with meeting the needs that we see that we are able to positively 

influence. Think about it – you and I can be part of a miracle. To me personally – that’s 

perhaps the greatest miracle. 

As I gave thought and consideration to the gospel today I also couldn’t help but think 

about Emmanuel Lutheran Church. 

Why? Well let me explain. The miracle story before us today deals with smallness or 

inadequacy or failure to prepare.  

Emmanuel today faces a future that is unknown, as do all congregations, both large and 

small. Like so many businesses across our nation, not all congregations will survive 

COVID. Some will cease to exist. 

All that is to say that I want all of you to not think that will be the fate of Emmanuel. Yes, 

we are a small congregation, Yes, we have an elderly, that is, “extremely mature,” 

congregation of faithful members. And yes, like many other congregations our 

membership and attendance has declined over the past several decades. And that is 

the fault of no one. It is a sign of the ever-changing times and the change in 

neighborhoods, the number of decreasing Christians in general and so much more.  

And so be it. We are a small, inter-city congregation, with no parking lot, surrounded by 

an ever-changing neighborhood. We have only a few members who live within walking 

distance. All the others drive here and many times have trouble finding parking close by. 

So be it. 



In focusing on our gospel text what I would have us do today and the weeks and 

months that follow is to take time and really seriously “think outside the box.” That is, to 

recognize the small amount of faithful people we have and then to determine how God 

can use our resources, as limited as they may be, to create abundance. 

As we continue to be faithful to our Lord and Savior, we will be able to begin or be part 

of projects and initiatives and programs that may indeed make up a small miracle in the 

lives of others, perhaps others we don’t know or are not even aware of.  

Last week I gave a homework assignment. I hope you took it seriously and followed 

through. I found that I like giving homework. Go figure. Your assignment today, should 

you accept it, is this – Read our gospel text several times, silently and out loud. Become 

familiar with it. Let it speak to you and then decide what it is saying to you. 

What miracle can you be part of? Is it an ongoing miracle, as in the continuous feeding 

of those who have no money for food? Or is it in helping to create a new miracle? 

How can Emmanuel be part of God’s current string of miracles given these 

unprecedented times?  

Oh, and if your mind is as good as mine somedays – please write down what you and 

God have in mind, what you gleaned from your exercise in visioning miracles and 

Emmanuel.  

I pray that you will find that our gospel text can move us from a mindset of deficiency to 

one of sufficiency by always providing a counter-narrative of worthiness, compassion 

and connection.  

Please remember that you and I will never experience a moment of not being enough or 

having enough of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God.  

Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May 
your church trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly 
sufficient. Lord, in your mercy, 



hear our prayer. 
 
Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this 
abundance for the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation 
(local needs may be named). Replenish ground water supplies, provide needed rains in 
places of drought, and protect forests from wildfires. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to 
abundant life. Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you and 
that nations who do not know you will find their joy in you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of 
tender hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring 
wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind (especially). 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation (name) such a 
welcoming heart, that our words and actions may extend your free and abundant 
hospitality to all whom we encounter. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints 
to the heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have 
known (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 


