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December 3, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents; 
 
It is my pleasure to share with you our course overview for the 2020-2021 school 
year. We are fortunate to be able to offer a variety of courses with teachers from 
many different disciplines. Each teacher brings their own experiences and warmth 
to our school environment.  
 
In our contemporary world, it is vital to have a clear understanding of Torah values 
and what Hashem expects from us. Our goal in Derech Emunah is to build 
academic and social skills and to provide each student with a sense of self and a 
strong Jewish Identity. Through student empowerment and activities, our students 
are able to link themselves to their Community and their Creator.  We are fortunate 
to have a strong group of teachers who are devoted to delivering high-quality 
instruction with warmth and with their own passion for their subject that their 
students.   
 
This year we are fortunate to welcome some new members to our Faculty: Ms. 
Slapack, who teaches Algebra 2, Mrs. Nimchinsky who teaches Computer Science, 
and Mrs. Jackson who teaches Chemistry, Miss Aliza Klainberg who has joined us 
from Detroit as our Madricha will be doing a wide range of activities with our 
students and will be teaching Parsha. I look forward to introducing them to you in 
person this evening.  
 
It is my goal to personally connect with each student, I teach Halacha to each grade 
and Hashkafa to the Seniors and check-in with everyone before davening each 
morning. I look forward to a fun year of learning and growth.  
 
I wish you a Kesiva veChasima Tova! 
 
 
 
Rabbi Michael Cohen 
 



Chumash 
Mrs. Aliza Tanenbaum 

 
A little about me… 
★ I taught as an instructor in the 

University of Toronto’s 
Occupational Therapy program 

★ I like to sew  
★ I’m a proud Canadian 
 

 
 
Class Goals 
In Chumash this year, our goals are 
to learn sefer bereishis starting 
with Parshas Lech-Lecha, getting 
through the majority of parshios in 
the sefer,  with an in-depth focus 
on certain topics.  Our focus will be 
on increasing fluency and accuracy 
in reading and translating Pesukim 
and Meforshim while developing a 
deeper understanding of 
important concepts discussed 
within the text. 
 

 
 
Contact Me 
Via Email: 
atanenbaum@derechemunah.com 
 
   

Homework 
In general, I expect students to 
spend on average 30 minutes per 
week on homework for my course. 
Homework typically consists of 
kriyah practice, review of the 
pesukim and meforshim that we 
learned in class, and studying for 
tests. 
 
If a student is struggling or 
otherwise unable to complete any 
portion of the homework, I expect 
them to email by 8pm the night 
before the assignment is due to let 
me know why they were unable to 
complete it. 

 
 
Assessment and Grading 
In our class, assessment typically 
looks like open notes content 
quizzes approximately every two 
weeks, tests on each parsha every 
4-5 weeks, weekly oral reading and 
translating quizzes, vocab quizzes, 
and homework. 
 
Overall semester grades are 
generally based on written tests 
(50%), open notes content quizzes 
(20%), written and oral translation 
quizzes (15%), and class 
participation (15%). 
 



Chumash  
Mrs. Chaya Miriam Ehrenkranz 

 
A little about me… 
 
★ Fun fact 1 - I chanced upon a teaching 

job “by accident” when I was 20 years 
old and it has become my passion and 
joy.  (I was originally planning on 
becoming a therapist.) 

★ Fun fact 2 - When I’m not teaching 
you’ll find me chasing after 2 little 
rambunctious boys whose favorite 
activity is playing with water. (I.e., 
flooding the house with water.) 

★ Fun fact 3 - When Rabbi Engelsberg first 
emailed me about distance teaching I 
burst out laughing, little did I guess that 
I’d still be at it a few years later! 
 

 
Class Goals 
 
In Chumash class this year we will learn 
Sefer Bereishis beginning with Parshas 
Lech Lecha.  Our goals will be to increase 
ability and confidence in reading the text 
and mefarshim of the Chumash and to 
develop critical thinking skills, application 
of material and an understanding of the 
Torah outlook that Sefer Bereishis offers on 
life. 

 
 
Contact Me 

 
Via Email: 
cmehrenkranz@derechemunah.com 
 
Via Phone: 443 877 9853 (Israel time) 

 
Homework 
 
In general, I expect students to spend ½ 
hour per week on homework for our 
course. Homework typically consists of 
reviewing for quizzes and completing our 
review classwork. 
 
If a student is struggling or otherwise 
unable to complete any portion of the 
homework, I expect them to email me to 
set up a time to speak. 
 

 
 
Assessment and Grading 
 
In our class, assessment typically looks like: 
weekly quiz, 3 tests per semester, and 
classroom assignments and projects. 
 
Overall semester grades are generally 
based on academic achievement as well as 
effort, behavior, and participation. 

mailto:cmehrenkranz@derechemunah.com


Chumash 
Mrs. Chaya Tendler 

 
A little about me… 
★ I have an MA in Educational Leadership 

(fun fact about that: my main professor 
wrote his Ph.D. thesis on altruism in the 
Jewish community!) 

★ I live in Jerusalem with my husband and 
three delicious children. 

★ I also work as a graphic designer.  
 

 
Class Goals 
In Chumash this year, we will be focusing on 
improving חומש skills so that your daughter 
can have a greater understanding of the 
 and a better ability to learn it on her ,חומש
own. 
We will be learning about the lives of the 
 We will .ספר בראשית as described in אבות
explore their role as the founders of the 
Jewish people and glean important lessons 
from their life’s challenges to gain insight 
into our own. We will learn many famous 
stories that have been retold in Parsha 
classes (and some of the untapped ones!) 
through a more mature lens, giving us a 
deeper understanding of the greatness of 
our אבות, and the spiritual heritage that they 
have passed down to us through the 
generations.  
 

 
Contact Me 
Via Email: ctendler@derechemunah.com 
Via Phone: You are welcome to call me on 
my American line- 410-390-8139 (just please 
keep in mind the 10 hour time difference!) 

 

Homework 
In general, the time that will be spent on 
home review and preparation for our course 

will vary according to student skill level, and 
participation in class. Homework typically 
consists of reviewing the pesukim we 
learned, preparing a new set of pesukim, 
preparing for TREATs, and reviewing for tests 
or working on periodical longer 
assignments. If you feel your daughter is 
spending too many hours on this course 
alone, please contact me. Although I do 
expect the girls to review at home, they 
should NOT be overwhelmed with work 
from my course nightly but will have an 
average of 1.5 hours per week. (And of 
course, 15 minutes of the nightly review will 
go very far!) 
 
If a student is struggling or otherwise unable 
to complete any portion of the homework, I 
expect them to contact me as soon as 
possible so I can work with them and 
provide direction and support.  
 

 
 
Assessment and Grading 
 
In our class, assessments typically include 
daily quick reviews, bi-weekly TREATS (Test 
on Reading Explaining And Translating), and 
more thorough tests/projects every 6-8 
weeks, when we complete a section of the 
parsha (or entire parsha). 
 
Overall semester grades are generally based 
on the student’s ability to meet the behavior 
and academic requirements of the course, 
including class participation, partner work, 
TREATs, daily reviews, and other 
assessments.  

mailto:ctendler@derechemunah.com


Halacha 
Rabbi Michael Cohen 

 
A little about me… 
★ I was Rabbi of Young Israel of 

Oak Park, in Detroit, for ten 
years.  

★ I was a founder of the 
Edmonton Kollel in Alberta.   

★ I think that learning Halacha 
can give people a whole new 
perspective on why we Jews do 
what we do.   

 
 
Class Goals 
 
In class, we will 
1. Infuse students with a love of the 
Halachic perspective.   
2.  Acquire an understanding of 
what, how, and why of Jewish 
practices.  
3.  become familiar with the Kitzur 
Shulchan Aruch and its approach 
to halocha.  

 
 
Contact Me 
 
On-Campus: During school hours 
 
Via Email: 
rabbicohen@derechemunah.com 
 
   

Homework 
 
Homework typically consists of 
completing and reviewing notes 
and preparing with a friend for 
quizzes and assessments.   
 
If a student is struggling or 
otherwise unable to complete any 
portion of the homework, I expect 
them to contact me.  
 

 
 
Assessment and Grading 
 
The style of the class is one of 
active learning. Students will often 
start their study of a subject by 
sharing what they already know. 
I quiz often (low-stakes) and give 
an assignment at the end of each 
unit.  
 
Overall semester grades are based 
on classroom participation (30%), 
notes (40%), low stakes quizzes 
(10%), assessment at the end of 
each unit (20%). 



Ivrit 
   Ms. Ronit Alexander 
 

A little about me… 
 
★ I moved to the US from Israel a little 

over 5 years ago. 
★ I live in Chicago with my husband and 

6 month old baby. 
★ I graduated from Middlebury College 

with a Master's degree in teaching 
Hebrew as a foreign language. 

 
 

Class Goals 
 
I view language as a journey, not just 
getting from point A to point B. We will 
have fun with Ivrit while gaining more 
confidence to interact and use the 
language in and outside the classroom.  
 
My goal is for the girls to advance in all of 
their language skills, all while also 
learning more about Israel and the 
different cultures that exist in Israel. 
 

 
Contact Me 
 
Via Email: 
ralexander@derechemunah.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Homework 
 
In general, I expect students to spend no 
more than 20-30 minutes a week on their 
homework. Usually, it will be assignments 
they can do independently, such as a 
review of work from class or completing 
open tasks. Since Hebrew is all taught 
online this year, many times students will 
need to use their tech to complete the 
assignments. Each week the students will 
have a weekly summary of their 
upcoming work on Google classroom.  
 
If a student is struggling or otherwise 
unable to complete any portion of the 
homework, I expect them to let me know 
right away and we will figure out a way to 
modify the homework for them.  
  

 
Assessment and Grading 
 
In our class, assessment typically looks 
like biweekly quizzes, unit tests every 5 
weeks, and some sort of project. 
 
Participation is a big part of the grade. I 
expect the girls to try their best to answer 
and ask questions in Hebrew.  
 
Overall semester grades are generally 
based on tests, quizzes, homework, and 
participation. 



Machshova and Hashkofa 
Rabbi Michael Cohen 

 
A little about me… 
★ I studied in Dvar Yerushalayim 

in Israel when I was 16.   
★ Joined the Seattle Kollel in 1996. 
★ I have been studying and 

teaching the writings and 
thoughts of Rabbi E.E. Dessler 
for forty years.   

 
 
Class Goals 
Students will gain  
1. Knowledge of contemporary 
Jewish Issues.   
2. A broad understanding of the 
different approaches to 
philosophical issues.  
  

 
 
Contact Me 
 
On-Campus: During the school 
hours 
 
Via Email: 
rabbicohen@derechemunah.com 
 
   

Homework 
Essays and group projects, 
research papers.  
 
If a student is struggling or 
otherwise unable to complete any 
portion of the homework, I expect 
them to contact me.  
 

 
 
Assessment and Grading 
 
The style of the class is one of 
active learning. We will often start 
their study of a subject by sharing 
thoughts and opinions, following 
the group discussion we will see 
what different approaches are 
offered by contemporary and 
classic sources.  
 
This is a Pass/Fail course 
 



Jewish History 
Mrs. Aliza Genauer 

 
A little about me… 
★ I was a speech therapist before 

discovering my love of teaching. 
★ I love learning about other cultures 

and unusual minhagim.  
★ I enjoy reading historical novels.  

 
Class Goals 
In 9-10 Jewish History, our focus is 
approximately the time period of the 
Achronim beginning with the 
Renaissance and Reformation in the 
1500s and continuing until the rise of the 
Yeshiva Movement in the 1800s. We will 
cover both the Ashkenazic and Sephardic 
world and learn about daily life, Rabbis 
and their Torah contributions, and major 
events.   
 
In 11-12 Jewish History, our focus is on the 
time period beginning with the building 
of the second Bais Hamikdash and 
continuing through the time of the 
Geonim. We will spend much of our time 
learning about the development of 
Halachah and the transition from life with 
a Bais Hamikdash to life in the diaspora. 
Students will be taught to look for 
patterns and to understand underlying 
hashkafic ideas. 

 
Contact Me 
On Campus: Monday through Thursday 
8:30 - 9:45 
Via Email: 
agenauer@derechemunah.com 

Homework 
 
In general, I expect students to spend an 
average of 30 minutes per week on 
homework and studying for our course. 
Homework typically consists of 
completing reading assignments that are 
assigned for each unit. 
 
If a student is struggling or otherwise 
unable to complete any portion of the 
homework, I expect them to inform me 
via e-mail as to why it could not be done. 
 
Reading assignments are consistently 
written on the top of each unit outline.  
 

 
Assessment and Grading 
 
In our class, we have content assessments 
for each unit. Frequently they are written 
tests although at times students are 
given the opportunity to express their 
knowledge via oral and written 
assignments, infographics, and videos. 
 
Overall semester grades are generally 
based on unit assessments.   
 



Navi Bekius 
Mrs. Rachel Polsky 

 
A little about me… 
 
★ I have a BA in history with a 

minor in Biology. 
★ My little sister is younger than 

my oldest son! 
★ My favorite treat is a medium 

coke Slurpee. 
 

 
Class Goals 
 
In Bekius this year, our goals are: 
 
● To translate the peshat of the 

pesukim in Sefer Shmuel, 
● Understand the narrative of the 

Navi, 
● Recognize and apply the 

mussar lessons of the Navi in 
our everyday lives, 

● Review and learn Tanach 
vocabulary and grammar 

 
 

 
Contact Me 
 
On-Campus:  
Monday through Thursday  
8:30 am- 9:15 am 
 
Via Email: 
rpolsky@derechemunah.com 

Homework 
 
There is no daily homework. 
Students are expected to review 
their notes at home to make sure 
they understand the class material.  
 
There will be a semester project 
assigned in the 2nd quarter and 
the 4th quarter. There will also be 
optional quarter projects offered. 
 

 
 
Assessment and Grading 
 
In our class, assessment typically is 
an open Navi review quiz given at 
the beginning of every class. 
 
Overall semester grades are based 
on the average of all daily quizzes 
with the lowest quiz score dropped 
every quarter and project grades. 



Parsha 
Ms. Aliza Klainberg 

 
A little about me… 
★ I really enjoy the parsha 

hashavua (parsha of the week) 
and the depth and lessons that 
each parsha has to offer. 

★ I love spending my time with my 
family and friends, and I also 
love music. 

★ I spent this past year in Israel in 
a seminary named Lahav and 
gained a lot of knowledge and 
had an amazing experience.  

 
 

 
Class Goals 

We will cover each parsha with a 
dvar torah or a story or a game or 
an inspirational video together with 
an overall summary. We are going 
to have a lot of fun !!The girls will 
come out of my class with a clear 
understanding of the parsha each 
week, and with the help of the 
assignment, to develop Hebrew 
reading skills and an 
understanding of the commentary, 
and the girls will also develop 
public speaking skills! 

 
Contact Me 
On Campus:   
Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 4:30 
Friday 8:30 - 1:00 
Via Email: 
aklainberg@derechemunah.com 

 
 
Homework 
Preparing the dvar torah. 

The students can always contact 
me when they need extra 
assistance. 

Assignments will be posted on 
Google Classroom 

 
 
Assessment and Grading 
In our class the girls will be graded 
based on their participation and 
their presentations of a dvar torah. 

We will not be having tests or 
quizzes. 

 



Algebra 1 & Pre-Calculus 
Mrs. Ahava Goldwater 

 
A little about me… 
★ I love math, but I enjoy teaching 

Math even more, and I especially 
love teaching in my own 
community. 

★ I love spending time in Nature 
with my husband, my family, 
and my friends. 

★ I love cooking for Shabbat, often 
trying my hand at ethnic dishes, 
most recently focusing on 
complicated Persian stews and 
rice dishes. 

 
 
Class Goals 

I hope to cover at least eight 
chapters in each course over the 
school year.  While we don't want 
to push on so quickly that the 
concepts are not well absorbed, we 
don't want to squander our 
valuable time either.  The students 
will develop their problem solving 
skills and logical reasoning abilities, 
which should serve them well in 
future Math courses as well as in 
developing a keen, rational mind to 
help process Life's inevitable 
puzzles. 

 
Contact Me 
 
On Campus:  
Monday - Wednesday from 11:00 to 
12:35 

Thursday from 11:50 to 12:35 and 
from 3:00 to 3:45.  
Via Email: 
agoldwater@derechemunah.com. 

 
 
Homework 
Time is provided to work on 
practice sets in class, but up to 
twenty minutes per school day may 
be spent at home to complete 
assignments or to take online 
quizzes.  Arrangements can be 
made to get extra help during 
lunch.  

Assignments will be posted on 
Google Classroom / Alma 

 
 
Assessment and Grading 
Grades will be determined by 
averaging scores on chapter tests 
(out of 100), quizzes (out of 25 each), 
and the assignments for the 
chapter bundled together (out of 
25).  Students will check their own 
answers.  I will be checking how 
much work is shown.  Presenting 
only the answers will earn minimal 
credit. 
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Algebra 2 & Pre-Cal/Intro To Calc 
Ms. Sabrina Slapak 

 
A little about me… 
★ I moved here from Miami, FL 

about 2 years ago. There, I 
taught at a Jewish day school for 
13 years, and absolutely loved it. I 
have taught algebra 1 through 
AP Calculus BC. 

★ I have 4 cats, and enjoy Jigsaw 
puzzles, singing and line 
dancing. 

★ I speak multiple languages: 
English, Spanish, Hebrew, and of 
course… Math :) 

 
 
Class Goals 

We will be using a comprehensive 
algebra book to guide us. The first 
few chapters will be skipped, as 
they represent the Algebra 1 course, 
but we will dip into them as 
needed for reinforcement. The 
Algebra 2 courses are divided into a 
regular class, and an honors class. 
The main differences between the 
two will be pace, and level of 
challenge. However, the same 
topics will be covered in both. The 
Intro to Calculus class will cover a 
review of algebra/precal, and then 
continue to learn the foundations 
of calculus. 

 
 
 
 

Contact Me 
On Campus:  
Monday - Thursdays from 11:00 to 
1:05 
 
Via Email: 
sslapak@derechemunah.com 
 
Homework 
All assignments will be posted on 
Google Classroom (and soon, on 
Alma). Homework will be estimated 
to take roughly 30 minutes, roughly 
twice a week. However, this will 
vary by student’s speed and level of 
understanding. For a more detailed 
description, please see the syllabus. 

 
 
Assessment and Grading 
Grades will be determined by 
averaging scores on chapter tests 
(60%), quizzes (30%), and 
homework assignments (10%). 
Students will check their own 
answers.  I will be checking how 
much work is shown.  Presenting 
only the answers will earn minimal 
credit. 

 

mailto:sslapak@derechemunah.com
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Art 
Mrs. Yulia Chubotin 

 
A little about me… 
★  I believe in nurture, not nature. 

Talent is overrated: I believe it is all 
about practice, experience, 
perseverance, and thoughtful 
guidance. 

★  I like long walks, bird watching, 
and stargazing. 

★  I was born and raised in Kiev, 
Ukraine, former Soviet Union. 

 
 
Class Goals 
 
★ The goal of this class is to allow 
students to experience 
self-expression through art-making 
and art appreciation working on 
drawing and painting projects. 
★ This school year we will start with 
Typographic Self-Portrait.  After the 
completion of this project, I plan to 
create challenges in the Inktober 
manner for future assignments.   

 
 
Contact Me 
 
Via Email: 
ychubotin@derechemunah.com 
 
 
 
 

Homework 
 
There is no homework for art class. 
  
If a student wishes to continue her 
work at home, that would be more 
than welcome, however, it is not 
required. 

 
 
Assessment and Grading 
 
I expect that all students will succeed. 
Overall semester grades are based on 
classroom participation and effort. 
 
The quality of the students' work 
directly correlates with their work, 
social and behavioral habits, and the 
effort is more important than the final 
result. 
 
I expect students to use class time 
effectively, respond well to 
instructions and feedback, contribute 
positively to the learning 
environment, demonstrate 
appropriate self-regulation, work well 
independently and with others. 

 
 
 



Chemistry 
Mrs. Melinda Jackson 

 
A little about me… 
★ I have been teaching chemistry for 

10 years now.  
★ I am from Everett, but have been 

living in Florida for the past ten 
years.  

★ I have a master’s degree in 
chemistry from Western 
Washington University. 

 
Class Goals 
In chemistry, this year, our focus is 
building a strong understanding of 
the fundamentals of chemistry. 
Topics that will be encountered 
include matter atomic structure and 
theory, the periodic table, light and 
energy, chemical bonding and molar 
conversions. 

 
Contact Me 
On Campus: After October 12, I will 
be on campus on Tuesday and Friday. 
Via Email: 
mjackson@derechemunah.com 

 
Homework 
In general, I expect students to spend 
20 minutes per day on homework for 
our course. Homework typically 
consists of finishing classwork and 
studying for tests or quizzes. 
 
If a student is struggling or otherwise 
unable to complete any portion of the 
homework, I expect them to reach out 
to me with a message and ask for 

help. My priority is for students to 
understand the content, not spend 
hours and hours using the internet to 
find the answers to homework 
questions. Homework or classwork 
will be found on our google classroom 
page. 

 
Assessment and Grading 
 
In our class, assessment for each unit 
will typically consist of one quiz and a 
unit test.  A unit is typically 2 to 3 
weeks in length depending on the 
topic. I also will have a semester exam 
which will cover all of the content 
explored that semester. I typically aim 
to have the students complete one 
lab assignment per unit as well. This 
could involve just answering 
questions or a complete lab writeup 
depending on the task. 
 
Overall semester grades are generally 
based on points earned. I do not 
weigh grades into categories.  Each 
assignment students complete will be 
given points ranging from 1 to 20 
points typically, with most being 
worth 5 points.  The simpler the 
assignment, the less points it will have 
assigned. A more complex 
assignment will be assigned a greater 
number of points.  Lab reports would 
be worth a greater number of points 
in the range of 30-50 points typically. 
Quizzes are typically worth 25 to 30 
points and unit tests are worth 100 
points.   



Computer Science 
Mrs. Rivkey Nimchinsky 

 
A little about me… 
★ I taught computer science in 

Brooklyn College as an adjunct 
lecturer.  I’ve also taught middle 
and high school classes in other 
cities. 

★ I have experience working in 
marketing & publications, 
utilizing both print and digital 
media. 

★ I love puzzles, games & problem 
solving. Problem solving is a big 
part of computer science. 

 
 
Class Goals 
We are starting the year with 
programming in Python, and 
expect to move on to other 
computer skilled areas as the year 
progresses.  Much of our class time 
will be spent learning how to write 
and troubleshoot our own code. 

 
 
Contact Me 
On Campus: All of my Derech 
Emunah classes take place on 
Tuesday afternoons from 1:05-4:35.  
 
Via Email: 
rnimchinsky@derechemunah.com 
 

Homework 
There will be homework, but I will 
try to keep it to a minimum. 
Students will be expected to finish 
classroom assignments at home if 
they do not complete them during 
the assigned class time.   
 

When homework will be assigned, it 
will be posted online. 

 
 

Assessment and Grading 
This class has 3 main components. 
1 - Lecture: We will learn new 
concepts and how to apply them. 
2 - Guided practice: Students have 
the opportunity to apply and use the 
information they learned. 
3 - Assessment: Students will 
demonstrate their mastery of the 
material we have learned.  These 
may include in-class tasks or 
projects. 
 

Assessments:  Although most 
assessments will be challenges or 
practical applications of material or 
skills that we have learned, there 
may be some “classic” written 
exams. 
 

Grading Rubric:   
Guided practice 35% 
Assessments 45% 
Attendance and participation 20%  



Language Arts & U.S. Issues  
Mrs. Joy Maimon 

 
A little about me… 
★ This is my sixth year teaching at Derech 

Emunah. 
★ I love to swim and ski. 
★ Teaching the writing process is my 

favorite part of language arts.  
★ Teaching the note card method for 

research papers is fun! 
 

 
Class Goals 
Language Arts 
This course reinforces reading, oral 
communication, composition, vocabulary, 
grammar, and research skills. The four 
major genres – short story, novel, poetry, 
and drama are taught with attention to 
the understanding of the main idea, 
supporting details, author’s purpose, and 
literary techniques. The composition 
program includes narrative and expository 
writing, reinforces usage and grammar 
skills, and focuses on literary analysis.  
 
U.S. Issues 
Contemporary U.S. Issues will study the 
political, economic and social issues facing 
the United States. Students will develop 
their critical thinking skills through 
analysis of the complex issues 
surrounding these relevant topics. In the 
second semester, students will complete 
an extensive research paper on a topic of 
their choice.  

 
 

Contact Me 
On Campus: M/W/Th 
Via Email:  
jmaimon@derechemunah.com 
By Phone: 206-940-2629 

 
Homework 
Homework is given consistently. 
Assignments will include writing, reading, 
and vocabulary practice for weekly 
quizzes. Essay writing takes place both in 
school and at home. Students are 
encouraged to map out their writing 
schedule to ensure a balanced workload 
and meet deadlines.  
  
Students should contact me via email or 
text when they need extra help. Class 
materials and homework are posted on 
our class Google Classroom page.  

 
Assessment and Grading 
Language Arts 
Overall semester grades are based on 
written assignments, grammar tests, 
vocab quizzes, and class participation & 
behavior.  
 
U.S. Issues 
Semester grades are based on written 
assignments, class participation, and the 
second semester research unit & paper 
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US History 
Mrs. Rachel Polsky 

 
A little about me… 
★ My favorite museum is the 

British Museum of Natural 
History 

★ Over Covid, my family got a 
black kitten named Snowball 
who occasionally joins us on 
ZOOM! 

 
Class Goals 
 
In US History this year, our goals 
are to: 
 
● Acquire general knowledge 

of important events in US 
History 

● Develop analytical skills and 
critical thinking  

● Learn how to interpret 
historical records and 
artifacts 

● Enhance writing and 
communication skills  

 
Contact Me 
 
On Campus: Monday and 
Wednesday  1:05-1:50 and 3:50-4:35;  
Thursday 3:00-4:35 
 
Via Email: rpolsky@gmail.com 
  
Office Hours: Available upon 
request 

Homework 
 
In general, I expect students to 
spend one hour a week on 
homework for our course.  
 
Homework typically consists of 
reading a textbook chapter and 
answering comprehension 
questions. 
 
If a student is struggling or 
otherwise unable to complete any 
portion of the homework, I expect 
them to email me and/or set up 
office hours. 
 
Homework is consistently posted 
online on Google classroom. 
 

 
Assessment and Grading 
 
In our class, assessment typically 
looks like worksheets completed 
during class, comprehension 
questions completed at home and 
exams given at the conclusion of 
every unit. There will be optional 
projects offered as well.  
 
Overall semester grades are 
generally based on unit exams, 
class assignments, and homework 
questions. 
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