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Mount Olive Lutheran School Reopening Plan 

 
Context 
Mount Olive Lutheran School exists to assist parents in the Christian training of children, to push our students 
to academic excellence, and to share Jesus with our families and the community.  
 
As we look forward to restarting Christian Education in the halls of our school on August 26th, we want to be 
safe and practical. The plan outlined below minimizes risk for students and teachers and enables learning to 
take place. This plan, however, does not eliminate the risk of exposure to students. Parents must recognize 
this and should work with the school in a spirit of cooperation to uphold these guidelines. 
 
As new research emerges and situations in our community may change, Mount Olive administration reserves 
the right to change these guidelines and procedures. To that end, may God bless our efforts to work with 
parents to educate and equip young people. 
 
For the 2020-21 school year, the students at Mount Olive will return to the classrooms for in-person learning 
Monday through Friday. Listed below are different types of instruction that can occur. While we are strictly 
offering In-Person learning to start the school year, recognize that other types of instruction may need to occur 
depending on the circumstances present at the time. Familiarize yourself with the difference between these 
types of instruction. 
 
Classroom Instruction Definitions 

1. In-Person Learning - Traditional schooling model with students in their classrooms. In this model, we 
follow the normal school times and calendar. 

2. Hybrid Learning - For different reasons, students may not be able to attend school in-person. In this 
model, students would receive a variety of instructional and assessment options. Families may pick up 
weekly packets, do online learning, watch videos, and more.  

3. Virtual Learning - This model has the students and families at home learning and will not involve any 
packet pickup or in-person contact. All learning will take place through online learning platforms.  

 
Mount Olive Goals 

● Maintain essential school services in a safe and flexible manner so that all Mount Olive students 
continue to grow in their Christian education.  

● Maintain essential school services in a safe and flexible manner so that all Mount Olive faculty and staff 
are able to fulfill their duties.  

● Minimize the spread of the virus within our school, church, and community.  
● Maintain continuity of learning for all students.  
● Minimize social and emotional disruption for families and staff.  
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Before Arriving at School 
● Before leaving your home, please check your child’s temperature using an infrared thermometer.  
● Fever-reducing medicine used in the morning to reduce a child’s fever so they can attend school is 

prohibited. We realize other medications may be necessary for a child in the morning that may 
simultaneously reduce a fever, but it may not be taken specifically to reduce the fever.  

● Consider your child’s overall wellness each morning. Does my child have any of the following 
symptoms? 

○ New cough, shortness of breath, fever, loss of taste or smell, new onset of fatigue 
○ If they are experiencing these symptoms in the morning due to an illness, please keep your 

child at home.  
● If your child has a condition that may cause these symptoms (For example: poor sleeping habits, 

anxiety, allergies, or asthma), the school and teacher should be notified.  
○ At Forms and Fees Day, each family will fill out a form notifying the school of any regular 

symptoms that their child may face due to other conditions. 
 

Masking for Faculty, Students, and Visitors 
● Per Governor Evers’ Emergency Order #1 the students at Mount Olive, ages 5-14, will be required to 

wear a mask while indoors.  
○ This will be reevaluated when Emergency Order #1 expires.  

● Teachers at Mount Olive will be required to wear a mask at all times unless the teacher is teaching and 
is six feet away from the nearest student.  

● Visitor entry will be limited and ‘normal’ volunteer use will be minimal.  
● All parents, volunteers, and visitors must wear a mask during their visit (not provided by the school). 

 
Arrival Times & Locations 

● Families may begin arriving by 7:25a.m. 
● Families will be assigned a morning drop-off location. 

○ Main School Entrance (Entrance G) 
○ Church Carport (Entrance C) 
○ Florida Avenue (Entrance A) 
○ Preschool Only: East/Playground (Entrance H) 

 
Arrival Procedures 

● Each morning, each student and teacher will have their temperature checked. If their temperature is 
scanned at or above 100.4, they will wait in a designated area until they get rechecked 5 minutes later. 
If they register a high temperature a second time, the parent will be called and must come and pick up 
the child. As a reminder, it is shrewd to check your child’s temperature prior to leaving for school each 
morning.  

● After getting their temperature checked, students proceed directly to their classrooms, keeping distance 
from other students as much as possible.  

● If your family arrives at school after 7:55, students must enter through the main school entrance 
(Entrance G). 

● Coat hooks and cubbies will need to be used to store student belongings.  
● When entering the classroom, students will follow the teachers’ morning procedures.  

 
 
Busing 

● Any students who ride the bus to school must follow all guidelines set forth by the bus company. 
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Parents/Guardians, Volunteers, and Visitors in School 
● For the safety of all in the school, we will limit visitor entry.  
● All visitors are required to wear a mask.  
● All visitors should practice physical distancing when possible. 
● All visitors will need to have their temperature taken in the School Office.  
● Individuals may not enter the building if they have recently been sick or are experiencing symptoms of 

sickness.  
● Our school will need volunteers throughout the school year in the following areas:  

○ Up to 4 volunteers per morning to take students’ temperatures (7:25-7:55) 
○ General cleaning in high foot traffic areas 
○ Other service opportunities may arise 

 
Classroom Instruction 

● Students will remain in homeroom classrooms to lower the risk of exposure, but we cannot guarantee 
six feet of physical distance between desks.  

● Teachers will teach and remind students regularly of best hygiene practices in a Christian loving 
manner so as not to instill fear or anxiety.  

● Teachers will build into their schedules frequent opportunities throughout the day for students to wash 
their hands and clean surfaces.  

● Teachers will follow best practices and keep student safety in mind as they set their desk 
arrangements.  

● When able, teachers will present in the front of the classroom, at least 6 ft away from the students. 
● For the lower grades, students may still bring an item from home for show and tell, but will not be 

permitted to be passed around the class.  
● We will begin the year with no singing taking place in the classroom. As the year goes on, we may 

introduce singing into the classroom.  
 
Technology 

● Students will not share Chromebooks in school unless they have been disinfected. 
● Classroom teachers will determine their own policies for cell phones. 

 
Lunchtime 

● Students at Mount Olive will eat lunch in their classrooms.  
● Absolutely no sharing of food between students at lunch or at snack time will be allowed.  
● We will provide daily lunches served by our kitchen staff, but the menu will be limited and no alternate 

sandwiches will be offered as an option to children through the hot lunch program.  
● All families will order their student hot lunches ahead of time. Reminder emails will be sent to families 

each weekend so they can pre-order lunches for their children for that week. More information will be 
shared at the “Back to School” nights.  

● All kitchen staff will wear masks while working to prepare food for the day.  
● In Pre-K through 3rd grade, food will be delivered to each classroom. In 4th-8th grade, students will 

safely pick up their food from the cafeteria and take it back to their classrooms to eat.  
 
Water Bottles and Snacks 

● Students in K-8 should bring a water bottle to school. Consider purchasing water bottles that can be 
capped or the drinking spout can be hidden. Pre-K will not have water bottles this year.  

● Hallway bubblers (drinking fountains) will not be used by students to drink from, but they may fill up 
their water bottles from the bottle fill-up stations.  

● Students may bring snacks each day but they may not be shared with other students.  
● To begin the year, students will not be allowed to bring birthday treats.  
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Recess 
● Recess is important for a child’s physical, social, and emotional well-being. Outdoor recess has always 

been encouraged and will continue to be encouraged.  
● Classrooms will avoid intermingling with other classrooms during indoor recess time to minimize the risk 

of exposure. When students are outside for recess, classrooms will not need to be isolated but social 
distancing will be encouraged.  

● Students will use hand sanitizer or wash hands prior to going to recess and upon return to the building.  
 
Bathrooms 

● Classrooms will take turns using bathrooms as they practice physical distancing.  
● Students will be directed to use their elbow or body to open all doors, or cover their hand with a paper 

towel if they need to use the door handle.  
● Students must wash their hands with soap and water before leaving the bathroom.  
● A maximum of five students will be allowed in the bathroom at one time.  
● Bathrooms will be cleaned and disinfected multiple times per day.  

 
Music 

● Choir - Students in Grades 5-8 will not have Choir during the 1st semester of the school year. A 
decision regarding Choir during the 2nd semester will be made in the Fall.  

● Piano Lessons - We plan to host piano lessons at Mount Olive this school year. Piano teachers will be 
wearing face masks during their lessons and will sanitize the piano and bench prior to the next 
student’s arrival.  

● Band - The FVLS Middle School Band Program will communicate their safety plans to the schools and 
the participants in the coming weeks. Mount Olive will ensure this plan fits into our overall safety 
expectations.  

 
Physical Education 

● When possible, P.E. classes will take place outside.  
● Physical distancing will be followed as students move in and out of the locker rooms.  

○ A maximum of 5 students will be allowed in a locker room at one time.  
● Classrooms will avoid intermingling with other classrooms during Phy. Ed. when they have to be 

indoors to minimize the risk of exposure. 
 
Resource Room 

● The resource room will still be staffed and available for students who need extra help.  
● Students will use hand sanitizer or wash hands each time they enter the room.  
● The teacher will wear a mask during her work with students.  
● The table and resources will be disinfected prior to each student’s arrival.  

 
Field Trips 

● Off-campus field trips will not be allowed. Instead, teachers are encouraged to utilize virtual field trips to 
provide enhanced learning experiences.  

 
Chapel 

● Weekly chapel services will be held each Wednesday morning.  
● A rotating schedule will be created for classrooms to attend chapel in-person. Those not attending 

chapel in-person will tune into the chapel live stream from their classroom.  
● We will begin the year with no singing taking place in worship. As the year goes on, we may introduce 

singing into our worship.  
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School Dismissal 
● Students shall use hand sanitizer or wash hands before leaving the classroom and be dismissed at 

staggered times with assigned exit doors.  
○ A map outlining the system of student pickup at the end of the school day will be distributed in 

August and explained at “Back to School” nights. 
 
After-School Care 

● The After-School Care Homeroom is now in the future kitchen.  
● Physical distancing will be promoted and measures will be taken to help mitigate risk of spread.  
● Outdoor activities will be utilized whenever and as often as possible.  

 
Extracurriculars and School Activities 

● The Fox Valley WELS Athletic League has decided to postpone Fall sports to the spring. Please see 
Mr. Gartner’s email regarding athletics for more details.  

● All decisions regarding non-athletic after-school activities (Math Bowl, Forensics, Musicals, Bedtime 
Blessings, etc.) will be considered individually and communicated when necessary.  

● All decisions regarding activities that may occur during the school day (Grandparents’ Day, Anchor 
Groups, Geography Bee, etc.) will be considered individually and communicated when necessary.  

 
Cleaning and Disinfecting Procedures 

● Daily cleaning of the hallways, bathrooms, classrooms, locker rooms, and high-touch areas (door 
handles, light switches, bathroom faucets, etc.) will take place using approved cleaners that kill the 
virus. Throughout the day, high-touch areas will be disinfected by custodial staff, teachers, students, 
and volunteers.  

● Mount Olive will be using CDC approved cleaners and the students may assist the teachers and 
custodians in the cleaning of their own workspaces.  

● Although it will be rare, if a classroom is used the night before for a meeting/activity, the desks will be 
cleaned prior to students arrival.  

 
Onsite symptoms of Sickness While at School 

● Mount Olive leadership continues to seek guidance from local health authorities regarding the best way 
to handle a positive case of COVID-19 that may hit our school family.  

● If a student displays symptoms of sickness during the school day (fever, new cough, new fatigue, loss 
of taste or smell, shortness of breath) he/she will be directed to a designated sick area. 

● Parents/guardians will be notified and should pick up their child within the hour. Parents should utilize 
the Wisconsin Health Connect Self-Screening Tool or to contact your family health provider to 
determine whether or not your child needs to be tested.  

● The local health authorities will determine our next course of action if a teacher, staff member, or child 
in our school tests positive for the coronavirus. 

 
Travel 

● During this pandemic, health agencies and government authorities strongly suggest that you limit your 
travel.  

● If you must travel, please take all necessary precautions to keep your family safe. If your family decides 
to travel and that travel puts you at greater risk of contracting the virus, Mount Olive reserves the right 
to ask your child to remain at home for a designated period of time.  

 
Summary 
Our goal is multi-faceted. First, we want to provide school families and the faculty with a safe learning 
environment on campus. Simultaneously, we want to provide school families and students with a practical and 
reasonable learning experience. These guidelines will continually be reviewed in light of new research and 
emerging developments. At any time they may be modified to meet the needs of our school. 
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Mount Olive Lutheran School assists parents with Christian training of children for life and eternity, provides academic excellence in the light of 
God’s Word, and reflects the light of Jesus in the community and beyond. 

Pastors: Timothy Priewe, Robert Raasch, Nathan Wordell, Joel Zank, Ronald Gorske 
Principal: Landon Zacharyasz Vice Principal: Nathan Gartner 
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