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From “The Splendid and The Vile:” A recent 
WW2 biography of Churchill by Erik Larson

The Germans set up English speaking radio stations 
throughout Europe that broadcast propaganda to stoke fear 

amongst the British People about an impending invasion.  
In one instance they continually broadcast a story that 

more than 100,000 British soldiers had died at Dunkirk and 
left a trove of British Uniforms that Germans were going to 
wear during an upcoming invasion, so they could scare the 

Brits into not trusting anyone in a British Uniform.

3



4



5



US Political Site run by Macedonians - 2016
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The “Big Three” non-partisan political fact-checkers
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• Avoid websites that end in “lo” ex: Newslo (Newslo is now found at Politicops.com). These sites take pieces of accurate information and then 
packaging that information with other false or misleading “facts” (sometimes for the purposes of satire or comedy). 

• Watch out for common news websites that end in “.com.co” as they are often fake versions of real news sources (remember: this is also the 
domain for Colombia!)  

• Watch out if known/reputable news sites are not also reporting on the story. Sometimes lack of coverage is the result of corporate media bias 
and other factors, but there should typically be more than one source reporting on a topic or event. 

• Odd domain names generally equal odd and rarely truthful news. 

• Lack of author attribution may, but not always, signify that the news story is suspect and requires verification. 

• Some news organizations are also letting bloggers post under the banner of particular news brands; however, many of these posts do not go 
through the same editing process (ex: BuzzFeed Community Posts, Kinja blogs, Forbes blogs).  

• Check the “About Us” tab on websites or look up the website on Snopes or Wikipedia for more information about the source. 

• Bad web design and use of ALL CAPS can also be a sign that the source you’re looking at should be verified and/or read in conjunction with 
other sources.  

• If the story makes you REALLY ANGRY it’s probably a good idea to keep reading about the topic via other sources to make sure the story you 
read wasn’t purposefully trying to make you angry (with potentially misleading or false information) in order to generate shares and ad revenue. 
Thanks to Ed Brayton for this tip!  

• If the website you’re reading encourages you to DOX individuals, it’s unlikely to be a legitimate source of news.  

• It’s always best to read multiple sources of information to get a variety of viewpoints and media frames. Sources such as The Daily Kos, The 
Huffington Post, and Fox News vacillate between providing important, legitimate, problematic, and/or hyperbolic news coverage, requiring 
readers and viewers to verify and contextualize information with other sources. 

Tips for analyzing news sources: 
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New Books that Could Impact the Race
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New Study on NonVoters Media Habits
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Which NonVoters Might Vote This Year?   
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The Media Habits of Registered Voters
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Where Do Young NonVoters Get News?
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Can We Get Nonvoters To The Polls?

Exercising the basic civic act of voting is a core function of our 
democracy. That’s why Knight launched this survey—to find out about 
the correlation between media consumption and voter turnout, and 
what implications might be for cultivating an informed and participative 
citizenry. The findings offer reasons for cautious optimism for turnout in 
2020: Not every nonvoter is entirely disenchanted with political 
participation, and among those who are most sanguine, news plays a 
big role in their lives. 
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Is It A Good Thing? Are They Informed?

On the other hand, a warning: As younger adults find their place in our 
democratic society, this report finds that the media they consume—
driven largely by social media and their informal networks—is playing a 
lead role in shaping their political knowledge. It’s not yet clear whether 
these young nonvoters’ news diets will spur them to greater electoral 
participation, or encourage them to remain on the sidelines in 2020 and 
beyond.
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