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Autism Canada calls for greater equity and transparency in Disability 
Tax Credit procedures 
 

Revenue Canada indiscriminately refusing many with autism despite their own 
rules, families say 
 
November 30, 2017 - OTTAWA (ON) – Autism Canada is call-
ing on the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) to apply the existing 
criteria for the Disability Tax Credit (DTC) equally, consistently 
and transparently across the board for all applications. 
 
“We want fair and equitable access to the Disability Tax Cred-
it for Canadians who have autism,” said Dermot Cleary, chair 
of Autism Canada. 
 
Autism Canada is adding its voice to concerns raised by other disability advocacy organizations 
regarding inconsistencies in the evaluation of applications for, or renewals of, the DTC.  
 
“Our organization is hearing too many stories from Canadians across the country about the dif-
ficulties of applying for, or keeping, a Disability Tax Credit for their children with autism, includ-
ing adult individuals who have had a Disability Tax Credit for decades only to see it withdrawn 
by CRA.” 
 
Autism Canada is calling on the federal government to review the fundamental procedural in-
equities that appear to be hampering access to the tax benefit.  
 
Autism is one of the most commonly diagnosed neurological disorders in Canada. According to 
the latest estimates from March 2014 from The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), one in 68 eight-year old children in the United States has been identified with autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD).  Prevalence rates in Canada are currently being investigated. At this 
time, they are believed to be comparable.  
 
Research suggests that, on average, autism costs a family $60,000 per year to access necessary 
supports not included in existing social and health services. The DTC is an essential mechanism 
to help offset that financial burden. 
 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a complex neurological condition that impacts brain devel-
opment leaving most individuals with marked social, behavioural and communication challeng-
es. Despite the effectiveness of evidence-based treatments and therapies, there is no cure for 
autism. It is a life-long disability with often-significant impacts.  
 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/ss/ss6503a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/ss/ss6503a1.htm
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/autism-spectrum-disorder-asd/surveillance-autism-spectrum-disorder-asd.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/data.html
http://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/headline-politics/episodes/55986998
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For media interviews with families affected, health practitioners and Autism Canada, please 
contact: 
 
Laurie Mawlam 
Executive Director, Autism Canada 
519-784-0311 
laurie@autismcanada.org 
 
 
About Autism Canada 
Autism Canada is the only autism advocacy organization with a national perspective on the is-
sues currently facing those with ASD, their families and other stakeholders. Together with our 
provincial and territorial counterparts, Autism Canada collaboratively works to share expertise, 
build consensus and help inform public health policy as it regards access to evidence-based 
treatments of autism. In addition to encouraging the sharing of best practices across provincial 
boundaries, Autism Canada actively promotes national dialogue on the most effective strate-
gies for building equitable access to funding and services. 
 
To learn more, please visit www.autismcanada.org. 
 

 

http://www.autismcanada.org/

