
Antlered Mule Deer Comparisons 
(2012-2013) 

 
In 2012, bowhunters could bowhunt antlered mule deer on a general tag in most of the WMUs in 
Alberta.  In 2013 a draw was expanded greatly whereby bowhunters needed the antlered mule deer 
special license in order to bowhunt the archery season in many more WMUs.  This was due to the 
bowhunter harvest share exceeding 15% in these WMUs. 
 
Overall quotas were increased in 2013 – some by quite a bit.  Many of these increases were maintained 
over subsequent years. 
 
Looking at the data supplied by FW (from hunter harvest surveys) bowhunter estimated harvest has 
plummeted – non-existent in some WMUs.  The primary reason is many bowhunters who bowhunted 
the archery seasons on a general tag did not have built up priority points to be successful in the draws. 
Was a huge loss of bowhunting opportunity for antlered mule deer and since 2013 that opportunity has 
not bounced back at all. 
 
Bowhunters wanting to bowhunt antlered mule deer in the archery season now travel to other WMUs 
that offer a general license for the archery season.  This has resulted in increases in harvest in those 
WMUs and moving the harvest share closer to the 15% ceiling when a draw will be implemented. 
 
With the new management plan for mule deer that has been implemented in 2021 (primarily to address 
CWD), quotas have been increased in many of these “draw” WMUs. 
In looking at the data, quotas are much higher than in the pre-draw era and as well as the last three 
years.  The allowed bowhunter harvest share of 15% (can be debated that it should be higher at 18% - 
see ABA Regulation Change Proposal to that effect) indicates many of the WMUs now requiring the 
draw to bowhunt the archery season for antlered mule deer could and should be restored to a general 
antlered mule deer license for the archery season. 
 
At the very minimum, a draw structure for the archery season should be implemented to offer the 
bowhunting community their “share” based on all past practices.  Such a proposal has been presented by 
the ABA (originally in 2014) and has been debated/discussed/endorsed by AGPAC stakeholders in the 
Allocation Policy Recommendations but has sat in limbo since early 2020. 
 
 
Explanations: 
 
This comparison is for all those WMUs in the 2021 draw booklet where bowhunters required the 
antlered mule deer draw to bowhunt the archery season. 
 WMUs 104, 108, 110, 130-140, 156, 206- 210, 214, 216, 220-226, 300-308, 314, 318-324, 332, 
337-346, 357-360, 400, 402, 502, 504, 506, 509, 510, 511, 521-523, 526, 527 and 537. 
 
The “Bhtr share of 15%” in column C (be for 2012) shows the minimum numbers that the bowhunter 
harvest would have had to reach (over a course of at least three years prior) in that WMU leading to 
bowhunters needing the antlered mule deer special license to bowhunt the archery season. 
 
The “At 15% share” column (N) for 2021 shows the minimum numbers that the bowhunter harvest 
would have had to reach (over a course of at least three years prior) in that WMU before bowhunters 



would need the antlered mule deer special license to bowhunt the archery season.  The 15% share value 
is based on the current harvest share that has been applied to bowhunters.  This scenario would be what 
the numbers would have been IF there was a general license for the archery season. 
 
The “At 18% share” column (M) for 2021 shows the minimum numbers that the bowhunter harvest 
would have had to reach (over a course of at least three years prior) in that WMU before bowhunters 
would need the antlered mule deer special license to bowhunt the archery season.  The 18% share value 
is based on the percentage for the last 5 years of the bowhunter fraction of the overall hunter numbers. 
This scenario would be what the numbers would have been IF there was a general license for the archery 
season.  
 
The “Bhtr estimated harvest/FW survey” columns (H,J,L) show the estimated number of antlered mule 
deer harvested by bowhunters in each of these WMUs each of the last three years (2018, 2019, 2020).  
This information is gathered by FW through the annual hunter surveys.  This estimated harvest is 
actually spread over both the archery season and the general season as hunters drawn can hunt both 
seasons.  Actual “archery season only harvest” cannot be determined but it is likely that the “archery” 
harvest takes place more so in the archery season than in the general season (just an assumption).
Columns G, I and K show the quota numbers for each of these years. 
 
 
  
 
 
 


