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As we now find ourselves in a new liturgical year 

and in the time of late November and early Decem-

ber, we have entered the season of Advent, a season 

of waiting and preparation for the Nativity of Christ.  

I am always a little dismayed during this time of year 

because our secular culture has really just forgotten 

this liturgical season.  Everywhere I look I already 

see homes with Christmas lights and decorations al-

ready lit, Christmas songs on various radio stations 

(very few religious ones by the way) and holiday 

sales in many stores.  And to think, it’s not even 

Thanksgiving yet. 

Maybe this attitude speaks to a condition of our hu-

man nature.  We want to have all of the good things 

that are available to us in this great Solemnity of the 

Nativity and yet we somehow overlook that work 

must be done in preparation. 

The Gospel reading for the second Sunday in Advent 

this year speaks to us of the ministry of John the 

Baptist: “The word of God came to John son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went about into all 

the regions of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written 

in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, ‘The 

voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the 

way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  Every val-

ley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall 

be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, 

and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall 

see the salvation of God.”’” (Luke 3:2b-6) 

This ministry reminds us that if we desire to fully 

participate in the true joyous event of the Nativity of 

our Lord, Christmas, to “see the salvation of God,” 

then there is Advent work to be done beforehand. 

Prepare the Way of the Lord 

Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop 

(Continued on Page 3.) 

In order to accomplish this, the Church, in our liturgi-

cal year, gives us this time in the four weeks leading 

up to the celebration of the Nativity of our Lord.  In 

the readings of these Sundays we will hear about the 

preparation that had taken place in history.  The prep-

aration of the world through the announcements of 

the prophets, the immediate preparation through the 

ministry of John the Baptist, the personal preparation 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary to become the mother of 

our Savior.  This last portion is also expressed in a 

beautiful way within the liturgical life of the Church 

in the celebration of Rorate Masses in Advent.  His-

torically these Masses, which honor the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, take place in the pre-dawn darkness of 

the early morning.  They were usually timed so that 

right at the end of Mass the sun would be rising.  

Again a reminder that there is Advent work to be 

done before the sun (or the Son) comes.   

In many of the parishes of the Church, Advent is also 

a time for penitential devotions which focus our 

attention on our sinful condition and make evident to 

us that there are certainly places within our own lives 

that must, with the help of Almighty God, be recti-

fied in order to fully participate in the joy of the Na-

tivity.  Again this is Advent work that must be done. 

During this season of Advent the announcement of 

John the Baptist can be a sure guide for this peniten-

tial outlook.  We can spend some time in contemplat-

ing the above Gospel reading and apply these words 

to our own lives. 

St. John begins his prophesy with “every valley shall 

be filled.”  This certainly may be the most obvious of 
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(Prepare the Way of the Lord - Continued from Page 1.) 

the things we must attend to.  We each know that 

there are low points in our lives, physically, morally 

and spiritually, that need some attention.  If we look 

to our actions we know that we are sinners and cer-

tainly we know that there are many ways in which we 

could be more fully following our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ in how we think, in how we speak and in 

how we act.  This will certainly be a part of our par-

ticipating in a penitential devotion during this Advent 

season, but really it should be a part of the entire sea-

son of Advent.  We must take time to fill, with God’s 

grace and love, those places which are lacking. 

John the Baptist next tells us, “every mountain and 

hill shall be made low.”  This too needs a little bit of 

reflection within our daily lives.  These ‘hills’ or 

‘mountains’ can be seen as those places within my 

life where I put other things as my goals apart from 

the service, worship and love of God.  We each know 

that oftentimes we seek after the wrong things within 

our lives and put our own selfishness and self-

centeredness before God.  These places that we raise 

up need to be lowered, so that we can put our full at-

tention on God and His Son Jesus Christ Whom He 

will send to us in the upcoming Nativity. 

John the Baptist continues, “the crooked shall be 

made straight and rough ways made smooth.”  Here 

too we can think of our journey through life as a road.  

Now we would certainly like any road we travel upon 

to be without dangerous curves and have a smooth 

ride.  But unfortunately, dangerous curves do some-

times enter into our lives.  Any time we misdirect our 

attention away from God or follow after misguided 

things, then we are veering away from placing all our 

thoughts, words and actions on God.  We have en-

tered a place with a dangerous curve.  Advent is the 

time to remove these curves and make our way, our 

life, straight to the Lord. 

John the Baptist does show us the way, “every valley 

shall be filled,” “every mountain and hill shall be 

made low,” and “the crooked shall be made straight 

and the rough ways made smooth.”  This is the work 

of the Advent season.  And it is a work that is to be 

accomplished, not just in the hour of time taken at a 

penitential devotion but must rather occur throughout 

the entire time of the Advent season. 

To bring this home for myself this year I have decid-

ed to adopt a custom that I recently read about from 

the Germanic traditions.  It is a quaint custom of the 

Advent buzzard.  The custom is to place a representa-

tion of a buzzard (for me I found a stuffed turkey 

vulture) somewhere within your home, usually by the 

entrance door.  When entering the home each day we 

are to smack the buzzard and repeat the words of Ro-

mans 13:12: “The night is far gone, the day is near.  

Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put 

on the armor of light.”  This simple action reminds us 

that it is not just one liturgical action that will truly 

change our lives, but rather putting the lessons of 

those liturgical actions into every moment of our 

lives, entirely uniting ourselves to Jesus.  This will 

bring us closer to Christ in all things and then truly 

we can celebrate the birth of Jesus, not only into our 

world, but into our hearts and lives as well.  In a book 

entitled “Advent Landmarks” by Robert Hershey we 

read concerning this custom of the Advent Buzzard, 

“A psychologist would tell us that this is a crude way 

of acknowledging the struggles within us.  The edu-

cator would add that this physical gesture is an 

instance of learning through action.  The preacher 

would suggest that there is a symbolic significance in 

this effort to strike a blow for a new life.  And they 

would all be right.  There are two comings of Christ 

to which Advent points.  The one in the Advent in the 

babe in Bethlehem; the other is in the advent of our 

hearts.” 

The fact that the sun sets so early during this season 

reminds us that there are still deeds and areas of dark-

ness around us that call us to seek forgiveness; this 

darkness is sometimes in how we think and act and 

sometimes in the actions of others.  But in the prepa-

rations of this Advent season, we are also aware that 

a great light is about to dawn upon us, the all-

consuming light found within the birth of our Savior.   
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Co-Chairmen are Bishop Paul Hewett and Bishop Paul Sobiechowski.

G-3/P.N.C.C. Ecumenical Dialogue Group Meets 

Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH 

Participants (L-R): Bishop Paul Sobiechowski, Father Scott Lill, Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, Canon Christian Tutor, 
Bishop Brian Marsh, Father Senior Robert Nemkovich Jr., Bishop Hendy Webb, Canon Jonathan Foggin, Bishop Chandler 
Jones, Bishop John Mack, Bishop William Bower, Archbishop Mark Haverland, and Bishop Paul Hewett.  

On October 5th and 6th, 2021, the G-3/P.N.C.C. Ecumenical Dialogue Group met at Holy Trinity Cathedral in 
Manchester, New Hampshire.  Representing the Polish National Catholic Church were Prime Bishop Anthony 
Mikovsky, Bishops John Mack and Paul Sobiechowski, Father Senior Robert Nemkovich Jr., and Father Scott 
Lill.  G-3 members included Archbishop Mark Haverland (Anglican Catholic Church – ACC), Bishops Paul 
Hewett (Anglican Catholic Church  - DHC), William Bower (Anglican Church in America – ACA), Chandler 
Jones (Anglican Province in America - APA), Brian Marsh (ACA), and Alexander Webb (ACA) and Fathers 
Robert Bader (ACC - DHC), Jonathan Foggin (ACC), and Christian Tutor (ACA).  Bishops Sobiechowski and 
Hewett served as the Dialogue Co-Chairman for this meeting.  

Updates were given by the various churches and the Union of Scranton about recent events within their respec-
tive communions and to how they are now moving forward considering the ongoing Covid situation.  The dia-
logue also discussed various issues and ways the Churches can continue to grow closer together and achieve 
the unity that our Lord prayed for His Catholic Church.  Prime Bishop Mikovsky celebrated the Holy Sacrifice 
of Mass during the meeting.  Thanks to Holy Trinity Cathedral and the Eastern Diocese of the PNCC for their 
hospitality in hosting this meeting.  The next meeting of the G3/PNCC Ecumenical Dialogue will take place in 
February of 2022 to be hosted by the G3 Churches. 
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Pictured are the clergy attending the National Clergy Conference of the Polish National Catholic Church, con-

ducted at Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral, Lancaster, NY, in the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese of the 

P.N.C.C. on October 25 - 27, 2021. 

National Clergy Conference of the Polish National Catholic Church 

Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral, Lancaster, NY 

 

Papers presented during the National Clergy Conference addressed pertinent topics such as liturgy, doctrine, 
dialogue and policy.  A featured guest speaker was Dr. Bill Keimig, Assistant Director of the Catechetical In-
stitute at Franciscan University of Steubenville, OH. 

Many thanks to Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral and the Cathedral’s Y.M.S. of R. for hosting the confer-
ence and providing a wonderful few days of fellowship.. 

Rt. Rev. John Mack, Dr. Bill Keimig, Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky 
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Theological and Moral Perspectives on Suicide 

Rev. Dr. Stan Jasiurkowski 

Introduction 

In my previous article, I focused on biological, psychological and sociocultural aspects of suicide, including 
trigger factors, and treatment modalities for affected individuals. The intent was to make our faithful aware of 
the scope of this problem and provide some tools for our priests providing pastoral interventions as well as ap-
propriate referrals to save lives. It seems that this information was needed as I received some inquiries related 
to the theological and moral aspects of suicide. I responded individually to those inquires, but I also decided to 
write a follow-up article addressing these very important issues in a more systematic manner. Topics that were 
brought up in emails are broad; therefore, this article is not exhaustive and will only touch the surface of these 
issues.  

When we look at the statistics published by Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), we realize that 
suicide rates increased 33% in the United States between 1999 and 2019, and in 2019 it was the tenth leading 
cause of death for our citizens. In 2019, 47,500 of our fellow Americans died taking their own lives, which re-
sults in one death every 11 minutes (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, n.d.).  We also need to keep 
in mind that it is the second leading cause of death for people ages 10-34, the fourth leading cause among indi-
viduals ages 35-44, and the fifth leading cause for those between 45 and 54. Obviously, suicide rates differ by 
ethnicity, age, and other factors. However, suicide is not about statistics, it is about real people as it affects the 
health and well-being of our friends, loved ones, fellow parishioners, acquaintances, and our community. 
When an individual dies tragically by suicide, his or her family, friends, and community experience shock, an-
ger, guilt, symptoms of depression, and may raise anxious questions. For instance, they would like to find out 
if this tragedy was preventable or if the individual will be saved or, perhaps, condemned by God.   

Every person, including bishops, pastors, and deacons, have a theological, ethical and philosophical stance on 
suicide. Sometimes, we have inexplicit or unconscious perceptions and biases that undoubtedly influence our 
professional conduct and pastoral care we provide to our parishioners or individuals in need. Pastor’s ethical, 
moral, and philosophical conceptualization of suicide will always have direct and indirect impact on his pasto-
ral care. Consequently, this article will discuss the Biblical context of the suicide problem, St. Augustin and At 
Thomas Aquinas’ positions, catholic theology, assisted suicide, and some practical considerations for pastors 
conducting funerals.  

The Bible and suicide 

The word suicide cannot be found in the Bible; however, we can find several examples of individuals commit-
ting suicide. For our discussion, I would like to mention six accounts of suicide in the Bible with the most no-
torious being of King Saul (1Samuel 31:2-5) and Judas (Matthew 27:3-5). King Saul was defeated by the ene-
my and stricken by great fear after being wounded; therefore, he decided to end his life, instead of facing abuse 
from his captors. However, when his armor-bearer refused to kill him at Saul’s request, he fell on his sword 
taking his own life. Judas’ story seems to be the most well-known account of suicide in the Bible. After betray-
ing Jesus, he experienced tremendous moral guilt and despair which led him to taking his own life instead of 
repenting and seeking forgiveness. Other examples of suicide are Abimelech (Judges 9:50-54), Samson 
(Judges 16:23-31), Ahithophel (2 Samuel 17:23), and Zimri (1 Kings 16:15-20).  Each of the suicide narratives 
describe individuals who have gone against God’s purposes. However, three of these Old Testament suicides 
could be classified as assisted suicide, and their examples are found in Judges 9:50-66, 1 Samuel 31:4-5 and 2 
Samuel 1:16. Nevertheless, these Old Testament cases relate to situations of war, which are quite different 

About the author: Rev. Dr. Stan Jasiurkowski serves as an active-duty Army Chaplain 
with the rank of lieutenant colonel. Currently, he is the Garrison Chaplain at Picatinny 
Arsenal, NJ. During his career, he served many different assignments, including multi-
ple combatant tours to Iraq and Afghanistan. Fr. Stan is also a theologian and psycholo-
gist, and his area of specialty encompasses clinical pastoral ministry, posttraumatic 
stress disorder, suicidality, and religion/spirituality as protective modalities. For com-
ments please email: sjasiurek@hotmail.com. Rev. Dr. Stan Jasiurkowski is a priest of 
the Central Diocese of the Polish National Catholic Church. 
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from the contemporary context of physician-assisted death, which relates to suffering from illness. It seems 
that none of these Biblical cases of suicide were explicitly condemned for taking his life.  

When one analyzes all of these Biblical stories of suicide, one truth emerges regarding each narrative – none 
of them had to end that way. Each individual could have chosen a different way to deal with the situation. God 
in his word reminds us that we will always face pain and struggle in our lives, but with his help we can use 
them to build our strength to overcome these challenges and build our spiritual and emotional resilience. It is 
also important to note that the Bible explicitly does not indicate that the act of suicide is an unforgivable sin. 
This concept was developed in the theological tradition of the Church Fathers.  

Christianity and suicide 

Across history, different religions have adopted some teachings related to fundamental issues of life and death, 
and provided insight as well as influenced understanding, perceptions, and behaviors of their faithful in rela-
tions to suicide. It is well known that the Christian Church forbid suicide in the Medieval Ages and has been 
against suicide throughout its history. The Christian perspective on suicide has remained relatively constant 
since the fifth century. 

Saint Augustine. Saint Augustine, for instance, in his book City of God (De Civitate Dei) very clearly de-
scribes that the man should not kill himself. He applied this principle even to a situation when a soldier wanted 
to avoid being captured by the enemy and be subjected to harsh tortures. Augustine referenced here to Ex 
20:13 “you shall not murder”, and explained that this commandment shall be understood that you should not 
kill neither another person nor yourself (Sato, 2015). It needs to be noted that Augustine connected the Old 
Testament commandment with the New Testament commandment about the love our neighbors and oneself – 
which consequently prohibits killing neither of them. He also opposed justifying suicide to escape from intol-
erable pain or to avoid living in disgrace since life is to exist, and humans cannot choose to not exist. In his 
discussion of suicide, Augustine adopted the platonic ontology, and its understanding of will. He thought that 
every being was a gift from the supreme existence and that the will to exist is the only possibility for people 
leading them to true happiness. If suicide is prompted by the partition of the will, the sin of suicide is per-
ceived in the will by the absence of disposition to exist and reaching supreme happiness which is God. Using 
this logic, it needs to be stated that if the will does not separate us from God, it is not a sin. It also means that 
other individuals are not able to ultimately judge if the person’s will separates him or her from God or not. 
Usually, we do not know other’s minds; hence, we do not have a right to judge those people. Only God gives 
existence and takes it away. Therefore, for instance, Augustine concluded that martyrdom according to God’s 
command is not a sin. Augustine distinguished conscious and unconscious will and stated that we accept hu-
mility when we are conscious of our own weaknesses (Alonzo & Gearing, 2018). According to Augustine, 
people who consider suicide possess conditional love for life and consider a certain existence as worthless for 
being (Sato, 2015). Only when we have unconditional love for every being, we live how God intended us to 
live as He is Love and He loves unconditionally.  

Saint Thomas Aquinas. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) expanded on Augustine’s philosophical and theologi-
cal perspectives and described suicide as a sin committed against self, neighbor, and God (Alonzo & Gearing, 
2018). Saint Thomas stated that suicide is against nature as every living organism naturally wants to preserve 
its life. Additionally, suicide is against the religious rites in that only God is suitable to decide when an indi-
vidual will live or die. He also taught that prior to leaving this world, in order to get to heaven, all individuals 
must confess their moral sins. He considered suicide as a grave sin, which the individual completing suicide is 
not capable to confess, have an act of contrition, and repent. Overall, it can be summarized that Aquinas de-
nounced suicide as unlawful for the following reasons: (a) suicide is a mortal sin against natural law; (b) sui-
cide is injurious to the community; and (c) suicide seizes God’s power since only God has the power over life 
and death. The presented above perspective on suicide developed by these two great Church’s theologians is 
still the leading view in our Catholic tradition, as well as in the present-day Christianity.  

Suicide and the Catholic theology 

Catholic theology has been clear about this fundamental truth that only God is the sovereign master of life, and 
humans remain only stewards of it and not the owners. Suicide constitutes a wrong against one’s nature and 
personal dignity (“religious self”). It also affects the community and violates the sovereignty of God. Suicide 
has always been considered as a grave offense by Catholic moral theology. One of the constituting elements 

(Continued on Page 8.) 
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defining a mortal sin is a grave offense. Other equally important elements constituting mortal sin are: informed 
intellect and full consent of will. Therefore, objectively, suicide is a mortal sin. Similarly, helping someone to 
commit suicide is also seen in moral theology as a mortal sin. However, based on this definition, Catholic the-
ologians and pastors adopt a more nuanced approach and interpretation with regard to suicidal behavior which 
can end up with terminating one’s own life. The advance of clinical psychology over the past few decades al-
lows us to better understand the state of the human mind, especially serious emotional disturbances, mental 
disorders, overpowering fear or anguish, states of helplessness and/or hopelessness, psychiatric disorders, in-
cluding clinical depression. These abnormal states of human mind can certainly diminish the responsibility of 
the individual who commits suicide. These circumstances do not make suicide a right action for any person. 
However, in these circumstances, as severe depression or mental illness, we can give the benefit of the doubt 
to a suicide victim because he or she may not have been capable to make that decision with full freedom or full 
consent of will. Only God is capable to judge rightly and justly that individual.  

We also need to keep in mind that, besides these general circumstances, all people are free to choose or reject 
God; therefore, it would be a wrong assumption to believe that all souls, in general who committed suicide, are 
saved or condemned. Individuals who fully know what they are doing and freely decide to end their life, objec-
tively, they may die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God’s merciful love. It means that they may 
remain separated from God forever by their own free choice. However, we cannot judge or determine that as 
we do not know for sure people’s disposition while they cross the threshold of eternity. The best way we can 
help those who have died by suicide is to pray and offer the Holy Eucharist for them and not to fear needlessly 
for their eternal salvation.  

Assisted suicide  

The latter half of the twentieth century brought a striking transformation of our law affecting traditional cultur-
al and legal perspectives on a wide range of social norm and issues as well as individual rights and privacy. 
These new social ideas or so called, “social revolution” challenged the existing establishment and forever 
changed the fabric of our American culture based on traditional Christian values. On these new developments 
of individual rights was built the euthanasia movement which transitioned from political concepts to an indi-
vidual’s freedom of choice in the timing and manner of one’s own death. Euthanasia as we know it today can 
be described as voluntary, involuntary, passive or active form of death (Chang, 2018).  

Voluntary euthanasia can be defined as a self-directed choice to end one’s life as in involuntary the decision is 
made by a third party on behalf of an incompetent or dissenting adult individual (Chang, 2018). The difference 
between “passive and active euthanasia is whether there is an affirmative act to end life or an omission to con-
tinue life (Chang, 2018, p. 183).  From our Catholic perspective, it is justifiable to conclude that voluntary eu-
thanasia, regardless if it is active or passive, must be perceived as suicide. We cannot be deceived by years of 
propaganda spread by the euthanasia movement and pseudo-science activists that have blurred, first, the defi-
nition and then the social and moral norms.  

The development of life sustaining medical technology and our aging population seems to contribute to our 
national obsession about the end of life and terminal illness. As a result, states, with Oregon being the first, 
started legalizing physician-assisted suicide. Oregon’s Death with Dignity Act permits physicians to prescribe 
life-ending medication to patients with six or less months of life expectancy, mentally competent to make the 
decision, and who are Oregon residents. As far as I know, at least seven states and District of Columbia have 
enacted a “right to die”. Even more disturbingly, as cited by Chang (2018), according to a May 2017 Values 
and Beliefs Gallup poll, a majority of our citizens support physician assisted suicide for individuals who are 
terminally ill. This issue poses a big challenge for us, Catholic priest, as this concept of physician assisted sui-
cide, although ethically complex, morally unacceptable, and highly controversial, seems to resonate with mod-
ern Americans. Therefore, this form of end of life will, more likely, find its way into more state legislation in 
the near future.  

From the Catholic perspective, euthanasia is a serious violation of the God’s commandment since it is the de-
liberate killing of a human being – which is never morally acceptable. As I stated before, only God is the sov-
ereign master of life; therefore, no human being can justify his or her intent, motive, circumstance, or benefits 
for taking life of another human being or assist in committing suicide. It is an intrinsic act of evil - perpetually 
morally wrong.  
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Clergy and memorializing a suicide victim 

It is my strong conviction that every priest can prevent suicide in our communities by means of pastoral coun-
seling, teaching, and preaching about people at risk. Suicide seems to be “contagious”, as the research shows, 
people who commit suicide usually have known family members, relatives, friends, or acquaintances who have 
committed suicide themselves (Sakinofsky, 2007). It might be quite possible that suicide survivors have the 
opportunity to speak with a priest about the meaning of suicide, including its moral aspects, at the time of the 
viewing, memorial Mass, or funeral services of their loved ones. When this conversation takes place, a priest 
has a unique opportunity to provide adequate pastoral care and save someone from committing suicide in the 
future. However, the priest has to demonstrate his empathy and compassion toward the surviving family and 
friends in order to alleviate their emotional pain, perhaps, some stigma, and other existential dilemmas they 
experience after losing their loved one. I would advise scheduling a number of counseling sessions (as many as 
needed) with those survivors which might really decrease the risk of intergenerational suicide in the same fam-
ily or among relatives and friends (Hirono, 2013). Additionally, a priest’s attitude, empathy, and, generally 
speaking, Christian charity, might benefit nonreligious survivors who attended the funeral service and lead 
them to deeper spiritual reflection and open the opportunity for God to work some changes in their lives.  

It is always difficult to deliver a meaningful and transformational message during the funeral Mass, but it is 
even harder when we deal with suicide. When we officiate at services for those who died by suicide, we need 
to avoid going to the extremes as glamorizing suicide or the individual who committed it or condemning the 
individual for eternity. You may focus on the Scriptural message, comfort survivors by lifting them up, and 
memorialize the deceased. By taking this approach, you will not put other vulnerable individuals who are pre-
sent at the funeral service at risk. Too much attention given to an individual who has died by suicide might 
lead vulnerable and neglected individuals to the desire of harming themselves. We should avoid using expres-
sions that the person now is “at peace” or has “found peace”, or indicating that suicide was an understandable 
response to the life’s circumstances or overwhelming life stressors. Additionally, it is imperative to distinguish 
between great achievements and positive qualities of life of the deceased individual and the final act of his or 
her life. The priest can use the opportunity to reiterate that there are always other options and positive solutions 
to life’s subjective hopeless and helpless situations and that help is always available. Remind the congregation 
that our task is to reach out to those who are in emotional need or in pain and lend them a helping hand. This is 
critical when a young person is memorialized, and we have many young or adolescents in attendance. It would 
be important to offer them also a few practical steps they can take to alleviate their emotional pain, including 
speaking with a priest, a trusted adult or, preferably, a Christian counselor.  

Conclusion  

Suicide is a profound, serous, and compelling topic that I am passionate about as I have dealt with so many 
suicides, and I have been actively promoting suicide awareness in my carrier as an Army chaplain. Therefore, I 
appreciate all the questions you sent to me, and the opportunity to share with you some of my knowledge and 
experiences gained over the past eighteen years as an Army chaplain. As we discussed in this article, suicide is 
not limited to self-directed acts of ending one’s life, but it can include passive or active conduct by a third par-
ty and can result in the intentional deaths of innocent people, which is called euthanasia or assisted suicide. 
Suicide is never a right action, but the moral responsibility of an individual might be diminished by the grave 
psychological circumstances.  Nevertheless, there are circumstances that could decrease moral responsibility 
for euthanasia or assisted suicide. Only God is the sovereign master of life; therefore, no human being can jus-
tify his or her intent, motive, circumstance, or benefits for taking life of another human being or assist in com-
mitting suicide. The Christian tradition has forbidden suicide even as a form of relief from suffering since the 
time of Augustine.  
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Future Direction November Message 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Father all powerful, Your gifts are countless and Your goodness infinite.  We come to You, O God, offering 
our most humble and heartfelt thanks for the many blessings we have received from You.  Open our hearts to 
the needs of others, so that we may share Your gifts in loving service.  Teach us to express our thanksgiving 
not only with our lips, but in all that we do.  We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  

In November in the Year of our Lord 2021 we focus on St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr.  

Holy Scriptures 

Scripture:  

2 Corinthians 4:7-15; 1 Peter 3:14-17; Luke 9:23-26; John 15:18-21 

Reflection and Action Item:  

Stanislaus of Krakow (1030-1079) is the patron saint of Poland.  In his episcopal ministry he stood up to and 
challenged the king for his cruelty towards people.  This eventually led to the king killing him with a sword.  

Lord God of mercies, for whose honor Your Bishop Stanislaus fell to the sword of his persecutors.  Grant that, 
as we reverence the memory of St. Stanislaus who safeguarded the poor and outcast and gave his life defend-
ing your sacred Gospel, we may persevere, strong in faith, following his example of self-sacrifice and forti-
tude.  What ways can you continue to be strong in faith even in times of trail? 

Offer support and prayer for someone who has been persecuted for living their Christian Faith.  Also, as we 
celebrate Thanksgiving this month, let us show our thanks to Almighty God by helping others who are in 
need.  
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Can I be a Member of the P.N.C.C. Commission on History & Archives 2021? 

Yes, you can.  Members of the Commission are ap-

pointed for a four-year term at every General Synod 

of the Polish National Catholic Church (P.N.C.C.). 

The next General Synod is going to be on October 18 

to 21, 2022. It will be held in Scranton, PA. Some 

members of the Commission are in their seventies 

and eighties. It is time to get younger members of the 

P.N.C.C. involved to ensure that the activities of the 

Commission continue. Please consider volunteering 

your time and talent to this important commission. 

Contact Prime Bishop Anthony A. Mikovsky and ask 

him to consider appointing you for membership at 

the upcoming General Synod.  

Before I give you some information about being a 

commission member, let me say that the purpose of 

the P.N.C.C. Archives is twofold: (1) Provide a safe 

repository for documents and memorabilia of the 

P.N.C.C. and (2) Make items accessible to members 

of the P.N.C.C. and the general public. The first was 

established by the provision of space in the National 

Church Center for the Archives of the Church. The 

second is what members of the Commission do.  

Now let me provide the answers to some questions 

that might be on your mind as you consider volun-

teering to become a member. The first is probably, 

“What work is to be done?”  The documents and ar-

tifacts in the P.N.C.C. Archives need to be cata-

logued so that researchers will know what the hold-

ings are. This is a two-part process. First, the items 

on the shelves need to be organized into sub-

categories. This would be followed by cataloguing 

each document and artifact of the sub-category, and 

then preparing a Finding Aid. A Finding Aid is a list 

of the cataloged items. The costs of either purchasing 

or renting a microfilm movie film scanner need to be 

developed so that the hundreds of microfilm in the 

P.N.C.C. and PNU Archives and in the Central Dio-

cese can be scanned at the Archives instead of a com-

mercial company at a much higher cost. The micro-

films of God’s Field, Straż and others need to be 

scanned and put into computer files so that the issues 

could then be searched by word or phrase. Papers 

presented at the 22nd through the 25th conferences 

need to be formatted for publication as P.N.C.C. 

Studies number 21. An index of the 13th through 21st 

issues of P.N.C.C. Studies. needs to be prepared. The 

P.N.C.C. Conferences were restarted again. An acqui-

sition campaign to obtain the documents which are 

currently missing from the Archives needs to be de-

veloped. 

The second question could be, “What does a member 

do?”  Well, members are the people who make items 

accessible to researchers who are members of the 

P.N.C.C. and the general public. After cataloguing, 

the items have to be put onto the appropriate shelf in 

the vault. Accessibility is provided by the Archives 

having documents and artifacts in a place where they 

can be retrieved and made available to the person 

who is searching for the information. That is accom-

plished by (1) having each item located in a specific 

place and by (2) having knowledge of what items are 

in that category in the Archives. The latter is what a 

committee member will make possible. The 

knowledge of what is on specific shelves requires that 

lists be prepared and made available to all research-

ers. The preparation of the list could be one of the 

tasks that you as a member might be doing. These 

lists are called Finders Aids. The Finders Aid identi-

fies the shelves where each category included in the 

Archives has been prepared. The list preparation is 

done by entering data in columns onto an Excel file. 

Excel is a computer program that is part of Microsoft 

Office. [Open Office is a free program which has 

software programs similar to those in Microsoft Of-

fice.] 

Another task that could be done is the preparation of 

lists of the sub-categories so that cataloguing could 

be done faster and efficiently. Knowledge of the cate-

gory would be helpful in developing the sub-

categories. Another task could be physically sorting 

the documents and artifacts that are on each shelf or 

group of shelves and putting them into specific sub-

categories. 

The costs of either purchasing or renting a microfilm 

and movie film scanner need to be developed. The 

microfilms of God’s Field, Straż and others need to 

(Continued on Page 12.) 
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God’s Field Appeal for Christmas Greetings 

The cost for publishing Christmas greetings for individuals, parishes and organizations is $20.00.  Due to space 

constraints in the page setup of the God’s Field, greetings are limited to up to three (3) lines of text. 

ALL GREETINGS, ACCOMPANIED BY PAYMENTS, MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 30, 2021 

IN ORDER TO BE INCLUDED IN THE CHRISTMAS ISSUE. 

Please send 3-line greetings, along with payments in the form of check or money order, payable to God’s Field: 

God’s Field - Christmas Greetings 

National Church Center, P.N.C.C. 

1006 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505 

Line 1: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Line 2: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Line 3: ________________________________________________________________________ 

be scanned and put into computer files so that the is-

sues could then be searched by word or phrase.  

Another task could be the use of the ABBYY com-

puter program to take the scanned files of P.N.C.C. 

Official Newspapers, translate them into Portable 

Document Format (PDF) files, save them to a CD or 

DVD. The ABBYY software program performs Opti-

cal Character Recognition on the scanned files and 

formats them into PDF files searchable by words and 

phrases in both Polish and English languages. The 

P.N.C.C. Archives has this program. 

Prepare an index for P.N.C.C. Studies issues 13 

through 21, using the index for issues for 1 through 

12 as a guide 

The P.N.C.C. Conferences have been restarted again. 

This task entails the search for a venue to host the 

conference, advertisement of the conference in the 

academic community, review of papers, correspond-

ing with presenters, obtaining copies for publication 

in P.N.C.C. Studies and prepare the presented papers 

for continuing publication of P.N.C.C. Studies.  

The Archives do not have copies of all documents of 

all Committees and Commissions of the Church or of 

the Anniversary Books from every parish in the 

P.N.C.C. An acquisition campaign needs to be devel-

oped to obtain these and other documents to complete 

the holdings of the P.N.C.C. Archives. 

(Can I be a Member of the P.N.C.C. Commission on History & Archives 2021?- Continued from Page 11.) 

Develop and implement a plan to transfer files from 5 

1/4 inch and 3 1/2 inch disks to CDs and DVDs. This 

would require using older computer hardware and 

software.  

The third question would probably be, “What quali-

fications must I have?” The most important qualifi-

cation is an interest in seeing that the history of the 

P.N.C.C. is preserved and available to all who want 

to find information on an aspect of the P.N.C.C. A 

general knowledge and familiarity with computers 

would be a help. A knowledge of entering data into 

computer files would be helpful for cataloging and 

preparing finders aids. Knowledge of using the inter-

net would be needed for some tasks. Knowing how to 

use a word processing program is needed for the 

work with P.N.C.C. Studies. A familiarity with the 

Polish or Lithuanian language would be an asset. 

Please give this request some thought and volunteer 

your time and talent.  If you would like to help, but 

not become a member, just contact the Prime Bish-

op’s Office for information on how to do this. The 

Commission welcomes anyone who wants to help 

preserve the history of the P.N.C.C. and make it 

available to the public. 

Joseph Francis Seliga, 

Chair, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives 
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The United Y.M.S. of R. is asking parishes to continue to collect clothing for those in need in your communi-

ties.  We ask that on Thanksgiving weekend you end your feast and stop collecting clothes, and as we ap-

proach Christmas be a gift giver and distribute to your community.   

The majority of the parishes of the Polish National Catholic Church belong to areas that are about to be met 

with their most difficult weather.  The Board thought a NATIONAL-church-wide drive could accomplish 

something that not only helps each local community, but also reflects the mission of Jesus Christ in our world 

today. 

The winning parish will receive a monetary gift sponsored by the United Y.M.S. of R. Board, in hopes of be-

ing used to promote a fellowship activity in your parish.  1st place will receive $200.00, 2nd place $100.00, and 

3rd place $50.00. 

The drive commenced on October 10, 2021 and will conclude November 28, 2021, Thanksgiving weekend. 

Hopefully your volunteers are continuing to collect clothing items and will then donate them to local charitable 

agencies.  Be sure to tally what you collect and confirm your final tally with President Nick Kazinetz on or 

near December 11, 2021.  We would love to have pictures to post on our UNITED Y.M.S. of R. Facebook 

page and in Rola Boża.  For any further information, please contact the Y.M.S. of R. diocesan representatives 

or president Kazinetz at Nkaz20@aol.com.  May the items you collect reflect the love of Jesus and the call of 

His gospel to continue His holy mission. 

Sincerely in Jesus Christ our Lord, 

The United Y.M.S. of R. Board 

United Y.M.S. of R. Winter Clothing Drive Continues 
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Hard Cover $25.00/each + $5.00/each Shipping; Spiral Bound: $30.00/each + $5.00/each  Shipping 

Send check or money order in USD, 

payable to National United Choirs, to: 

P. Kazinetz 
736 Beechwood Drive 
Olyphant, PA 18447 

P.N.C.C. Hymnal 

The 2022 Liturgical Reference Calendar – Ordo is now available for ordering.  The cost of the Liturgical 
Calendar is $12.75 per book for pick-up orders or $16.00 per book for mail orders to U.S.  (Please note that 
additional shipping costs may accrue for large volume orders to the U.S., depending on weight and distance 
shipped.  Additional shipping costs will be invoiced accordingly.) 

The cost of the Liturgical Calendar is $12.75 per book, PLUS SHIPPING COSTS for mail orders to Canada.  
(Please email secretarytopb@pncc.org for Canada shipping costs prior to ordering your calendar(s).) 

To order your 2022 Ordo(s), please fill out the order form, below, and mail it with your payment.  Your 
paid Ordo(s) will be shipped to you as soon as they return from the printer (late November/early December). 

No phone orders or email orders will be shipped until full payment has been received. 

We appreciate your support for this very important P.N.C.C. liturgical reference calendar. 

Detach invoice, below, complete and send with payment to 

The Polish National Catholic Church – L R C 
Attn: Secretary to Prime Bishop 

1006 Pittston Avenue 
Scranton, PA 18505-4109 

Your paid order will be shipped as soon as the Ordo becomes available (November). 

2022 Liturgical Reference Calendar - Ordo Orders Now Being Accepted 

Please detach, complete and return this order form with your remittance. 
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2022 Home Liturgical Wall Calendar Orders Now Being Accepted 

The Polish National Catholic Church has full color 2022 home liturgical calendars for sale on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  This calendar with original photographs for each month includes information concerning P.N.C.C. holy days.  
We urge you to order calendars for your parishioners as soon as possible because our supply will be very limited. 

Calendar prices have increased slightly due to an increase in paper and printing costs.  Shipping costs have also 
changed. The chart below can be used for calculating your costs. 

 
PLEASE NOTE that an additional $30.00 is required for ad setup for a sponsor. 

Please place your order and send in your payment (payable to P.N.C.C.) as soon as possible to: P.N.C.C. Center, 1006 
Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505, so that we can ship your calendars to you before the New Year. Hurry and get 
your order and payment  in because this year’s stock is limited, and once we have run out of stock, no more will be 
printed!  You must pay for your calendars in full prior to us shipping them to you. 

Thank you for your continued support of this Church-wide endeavor.  If you pick up your order at the National Church 

Center, there will be no shipping charge. 

 

Quantity 
Cost per 
Calendar 

Calendar 
Cost Sub-

total 
U.S. Shipping 

U.S. 
Total 

Canada 
Shipping 

(USD) 

Canada 
Total 
(USD) 

1 $3.75 $3.75 $3.00 $6.75 $3.75 $7.50 

2 $3.75 $7.50 $3.00 $10.50 $5.05 $12.55 

3 $3.75 $11.25 $3.00 $14.25 $6.15 $17.40 

4 $3.75 $15.00 $3.50 $18.50 $12.25 $27.25 

5 $3.75 $18.75 $3.50 $22.25 $20.75 $39.50 

6 $3.75 $22.50 $3.50 $26.00 $20.75 $43.25 

7 $3.75 $26.25 $3.90 $30.15 $32.00 $58.25 

8 $3.75 $30.00 $3.90 $33.90 $32.00 $62.00 

9 $3.75 $33.75 $3.90 $37.65 $32.00 $65.75 

10 $3.60 $36.00 $4.50 $40.50 $50.25 $86.25 

11+ $3.60 $39.60+ 
*Depends on package 
weight & recipient’s 
geographic location* 

  
*Depends on package 
weight & recipient’s 
geographic location* 
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Central Diocese 
Holy Mother of Sorrows October Activities and Events 

Dupont, PA 

Angelo Conforti Jr. and Megan Bresnahan were unit-
ed in Holy Matrimony by Very Rev. Zbigniew 
Dawid on Saturday, October 2, 2021 at Holy Mother 
of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA. Angelo is the son of 
Angelo and Jackie (Janesko) Conforti. Megan is the 
daughter of Robert and Dodie (Stuscavage) Bresna-
han. Angelo and Megan are both parishioners of Ho-
ly Mother of Sorrows Parish.  

On Sunday, October 3rd, the congregation at Holy 
Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA, welcomed 
with joy two new altar servers, Alex Orluk and Merrit 
Nash.  

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish appreciated all who 
in any way made our Annual Harvest Festival suc-
cessful. Dożynki workers were invited to the Dupont 
Fire House Reception Hall for a delicious dinner and 
desserts on Saturday, October 16, 2021. We again 
express our gratitude to all volunteers and donors. 

Holy Mother of Sorrows parish observed Clergy Ap-
preciation Day on Sunday, October 10, 2021. The 
Parish Committee and parishioners gathered after the 
8:00 AM Holy Mass in the Parish Hall to celebrate 
this day with their Pastor, Fr. Sr. Zbigniew Dawid.  A 
delicious cake was presented to Fr. Sr. Dawid.. 
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The Dedication Ceremony of the Children’s Monument was held on Sunday, October 31, 2021 at 9:00 AM at 
Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish Cemetery. This monument is dedicated in memory of all children who are bur-
ied at our cemetery, both known and unknown (some buried children do not have tombstones nor recognizable 
markers). Following the cemetery service, all gathered in the Parish Hall to enjoy fellowship, hot coffee and 
special cake for this occasion.  

Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid 
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Eastern Diocese 

Blessed Trinity Parish October Events 

Fall River, MA 

On Saturday, October 2nd, Blessed Trinity Parish 
held its annual Blessing of the Animals. May God 
bless these pets and their owners as we honor St. 
Francis. St. Francis - pray for us!  

 

Following Holy Mass on October 3rd, a flu shot clin-
ic was held at Blessed Trinity Parish.  More than 40 
shots were provided during the event. 

 

The Annual Blessed Trinity Fall Youth Outing was 
held on Saturday, October 9th.  The kids (and adults) 

all had a great New England fall day, enjoying a hay 
ride, getting lost in the corn maze and snacking on 
some delicious pizza. 

 

Blessing of the Animals 

Flu Shot Clinic 

Fall Youth Outing 

Mayor Coogan, Moderator Keith Thibault, Fr. Rob and 

Council President Ponte at the Mayoral Debate 

On the evening of Wednesday, October 20th, Blessed 
Trinity Parish hosted a Fall River Mayoral Debate. It 
was a pleasure to welcome Mayor Coogan, City 
Council President Ponte, WSAR, FR Community 
Media and the Herald News. 
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Blessed Trinity Parish held a Polish Food Fest on 
October 22 and 23.  Volunteers spent several weeks 
preparing the delicious foods served at the 2-day fest:  
potato & cheese and cabbage pierogi, gołąbki, cab-
bage soup, chruściki, nut kolachi, pumpkin rolls, bab-
kas, apple and pumpkin pies.  Thank you to everyone 
who volunteered and supported this successful event. 

 

On October 23rd Blessed Trinity Parish hosted an-
other National DEA Drug Take Back event.  Thanks 
to everyone who supported this very important com-
munity event. 

 

On Saturday, October 30th, Blessed Trinity Parish 
again prepared meals for local homeless brothers and 
sisters.. The packed lunches were provided to Thrive 
for Humanity, who supported and partnered with lo-
cal homeless veterans at the Veterans Center of Fall 
River. Thanks to all who donated items to this quar-
terly effort of the  parish. Discipleship continued 
throughout October! 

Above are some photos of our Polish Fest volunteers and 

attendees. 

Fall River, MA Mayor, Paul Coogan (front) attended the 

Polish Food Fest and the National DEA Drug Take Back  

event on October 23rd. 
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Western Diocese 

Good Seed 

Jason Fox, St. Mary’s Parish, West Allis, WI 

“Sow your seed in the morning and do not be idle in 

the evening, for you do not know whether one or the 

other will succeed, or whether both of them alike will 

be good.” (Eccl. 11:6 [NASB]) 

I recently read an interesting report that scientists in 

Israel had successfully grown 2000-year-old seeds of 

date plants discovered by archeologists in the Judean 

desert. I was astounded those seeds from the time of 

our Lord, seeds set aside because the farmer knew 

they were good, would still grow and produce fruit 

some two thousand years later. 

This story stuck with me for days. My ancestors were 

itinerant farmers. Over the course of a few genera-

tions, they traveled from Eastern Germany into Po-

land, then Lithuania, on toward Scotland and Eng-

land before ultimately settling in the United States of 

America. I can imagine they worked many fields as 

hired hands, storing away small amounts of the best 

seed that they found along the way. Always with the 

hope that one day they would own their own land and 

be able to produce a good harvest from it. I assume 

the dream of owning their own lands and their own 

homes, is what drew them to this blessed country we 

now live in. 

Something about these two stories resonated within 

me. I traveled through many denominations on my 

spiritual journey to Christ, gathering good seeds 

along the way. Ultimately, God led me to the Polish 

National Catholic Church where I found a longed-for 

home. When I arrived, I recognized that the Polish 

National Catholic Church is full of good seed. 

Through truth, work, and struggle the people of God 

laid a good foundation for their progeny. When I 

came here, I found well-established Churches and 

congregations with rich histories. I found a people 

who appreciated the gifts God had given them. I 

found Deacons, Priests, and Bishops who were hum-

ble men of God who loved their flocks. I found an 

appreciation for the Word of God that resonated 

deeply with my soul. But most importantly, I found a 

people filled with love. 

Love is the most important good seed that you have 

as the people of God, and it needs to be planted in 

order to gain a harvest. The Lord tells us to be vigi-

lant in sowing because we do not know which seeds 

that we plant will bring a harvest. In the denomina-

tions that I attended prior to coming to this true 

Church, many parishioners were of the opinion that it 

was the minister’s job to reach the lost. But that’s just 

it… Shepherds do not make sheep; they care for 

them. Sheep make sheep. 

In my short life, as I approach my 40th year upon this 

earth, much has changed. I hardly recognize the soci-

ety and culture around me. I remember a time when it 

was easy to plant seed. It was easy to reach out to 

others for Christ. Now, people seem more distant 

from God. Sometimes they even feel hostile. But I 

take heart in knowing that the greatest expansion of 

God’s work has occurred during times of adversity. 

Christ was crucified, and His Apostles were mar-

tyred, but no one could stop the love of God from 

transforming lives. 

The Polish National Catholic Church is a storehouse 

filled with love. It is full of good seed that should not 

be left hidden for some future generation to discover 

and enjoy when we have long passed. This generation 

right now needs God’s love. The Church is ready for 

a good harvest. But that harvest needs people willing 

to reach out and plant seed. Start with your family, 

then your friends, and then go out and find anyone 

you can to show the love of God to. Invite them in. 

You never know if the seed of kindness you plant in 

someone’s heart will save their soul and many future 

generations. 
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St. Mary’s Parish, Parma, OH, October Events 

Blessing of the Animals at St. Mary’s Parish 

St. Mary’s Parish continues to hold the tradition of 
the St. Francis of Assisi animal blessing on the Feast 
Day of St. Francis, October 4th.  

Although the day threatened a little moisture, we 
were treated to a calm early evening, with services 
kicking off at 6:00 PM, aided by a chorus of “barks” 
and “meows.” Fr. Jason Soltysiak was assisted by 

Clergy Appreciation 

On Sunday, October 10th, the P.N.C.C. Solemnity of 
the Christian Family, after the 9:00 AM Holy Mass, 
the St. Mary’s Parish Mission Team (and others from 
the parish) took time to honor those who serve at the 
Lord’s Altar.  

A cake was presented, as well as gifts, to Fr. Jason 
Soltysiak, Deacon Jim Ploskonka, and our two devot-

Deacon Jim Ploskonka in not only offering prayer, 
but offering individual blessings to each of the ani-
mals that came to be in the presence of the Almighty. 
As always, it was nice to see people from the neigh-
borhood bring their animals, as well as parishioners 
and even some pet-less folks who came to pray and 
enjoy the show! Thanks to Elaine Ploskonka for 
providing goodie bags for the canine and feline wor-
shippers.  

ed acolytes, Damion and Makenzie. The youngest of 
the parish children served as couriers of these cards 
and gifts! With smiles galore and renewed vigor for 
the Lord, our worship team has continued to work 
hard to provide a reverent and worthy atmosphere of 
prayer for our people.  

Thank you so much for remembering us and keeping 
us always in your prayers. 

Polish Food Sale 

On Saturday, October 16, St. Mary’s Parish opened 
its doors for its Polish Food Sale. It was the first 
“cold food” sale in about a decade and featured a few 
raffle items and a bake sale.  

The event was very well-attended and provided a 
fresh feel for fundraising than the drive thru dinners 
that we have been doing. Thanks to all who prepared 
food in advance of this event as well as planned and 
executed an enjoyable Saturday at the parish. 

(Continued on Page 22.) 
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(St. Mary’s Parish, Parma, OH, October Events - Continued from Page 21.) 

Halloween Treats 

Halloween fell on a Sunday this year! As the big day 
approached, the members of St. Mary’s Parish in 
Parma, OH, were polled to see whether they wanted 
to participate in a little morning “Trick or Treating” 
for the parish children. The answer was affirmative 
and a plan was hatched.  

All Soul’s Day 

St. Mary’s Parish, Parma OH, held its annual All 
Souls Day Cemetery Service on Sunday, October 
31st at Noon under beautiful skies at the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus P.N.C.C. Cemetery. Fr. Jason Soltysi-
ak led the remembrance service of 5 stations, assisted 
by Deacon Jim Ploskonka. Fr. Jason’s remarks were 
reflective of his encounters with the way other cul-
tures take on remembering the dead and how the 
Church teaches us to do so.  

Much appreciation to all who worshipped God and 
remembered their departed loved ones as well as the 
depart ed Greater Cleveland P.N.C.C. souls reposing 
in the Seniorate Cemetery. 

After 9:00 AM Holy Mass on the 31st, the kids got 
bedecked in their costumes and were presented to the 
congregation at coffee hour. Many of our parishion-
ers were wearing smiles and giving out humongous 
amounts of candy to each of our 9 Halloweeners.  

Games and other activities were enjoyed by the kids, 
with direction from Ms. Evonne Pryer. Thanks to all 
who participated. 
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Bierzmowanie, Confirmation, Confirmación - Saint Joseph Parish 

Davie, FL 

On Saturday, October 23rd, Rt. Rev. Jerry Rafalko, Bishop of the Western Diocese, administered the 
Sacrament of Confirmation at St Joseph Parish in Davie, FL. 

Thanks to God! Demos gracias Señor ! Bogu Dzięki! 
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