
BWCAA Annual Meeting 

September 23, 2022 

Dillon, Montana 

It is time to make plans for attending the 2022 BWCAA Annual Membership meeting. Come join us for 

the BWCAA Annual Meeting in the scenic Rocky Mountains September 23, 2022 hosted by Garrett 

Wentzel (Wentzel Whites) and Shawn and Allison Wentzel (Alaska Ranch). The business meetings will 

take place on the beautiful campus of the University of Montana Western in Dillon, MT.  

The cost per person for attending the BWCAA Annual 

Membership Meeting is $35.00 per person.  The itinerary for 

the day will be available at the meeting as well as posted on 

the BWCAA website closer to the meeting date. 

Special guest speaker is Brandon Schlautman, lead scientist for 

the perennial legume program with The Land Institute. 

Brandon works with alfalfa, kura clover and sainfoin, excellent 

forages for livestock. He cooperates with the Wentzels to 

conduct variety trials for sainfoin, 

looking for the best adapted genetics for the local environment. Sainfoin 

grows much like alfalfa but does not cause bloat. It can be cut as hay or grazed 

and used in mixed pastures/hayfields with perennial grains such as Kernza 

(potential wheat substitute).  The Wentzels allow sainfoin to bloom for their 

honey enterprise. Those interested in regenerative agriculture and sustainable 

forage, livestock, and perennial grain production systems will find Brandon’s 

presentation informative and engaging. 

Afternoon activities and evening meal featuring British White beef will take 

place at the Wentzel ranches in Twin Bridges, MT.  

You may also like to take in a bit of the Old West by visiting Virginia City and Nevada City close by. 

Virginia City and Nevada City lie along Alder Gulch about one mile apart, and is the site of the richest 

placer gold strike in the Rocky Mountains, with an estimated total value of 100 million dollars 

throughout the 18th and 19th century! The area represents the true and original Old West. 

If you like to fish, there are numerous great sport fishing opportunities in the area. Bring your gear. 

For those traveling by air, both Butte and Bozeman offer service. Butte (66 miles from Dillon) offers 

service through Denver and Salt Lake. Car rentals are available from Hertz and Avis.  Bozeman, an 

International Airport, is further away (115 miles), but services many more cities.  

Several motels serve the area. For Dillon, the Wentzels recommended the Best Western Paradise Inn, 

FairBridge Inn Express, and Quality Inn Dillon on I-15. For those wishing to stay in Butte, Copper King 

Convention Center, Fairfield Inn and Suites by Marriot Butte, Holiday Inn Express and Suites. Rental 

cars are available from Hertz, Avis, National and Enterprise. 

 



Letter from President Jonathan Wiechmann 

Shadehill, SD    

August 3, 2022 

 

Dear Members of the British White Cattle Association, 

Warm greetings to all. I hope you are doing well and having a great and enjoyable summer.  

 

The past month and a half or so have been pretty busy here in northwestern South Dakota with our amazing 

abundance of hay to put up. I’ve rattled my haying equipment over these same acres about forty times now and can’t 

remember a year much better than this. Last year was extremely drouthy with very little growing, and it’s almost 

like the land was taking a rest, and now it’s really showing off what it can do. 

We are so very blessed to be living and working here on the land and caring for these beautiful white cattle. Even 

though life hands us some tough breaks sometimes, we still have much to be thankful for, not the least of which is 

that the Lord saw fit to set us down here in this great country, the United States of America. 

Here it is the beginning of August, and our BWCAA meeting is coming up soon. This year we will be the guests of 

the Wentzel family on the weekend of September 23, at Twin Bridges, Montana. I’m sure it will be a memorable 

weekend in some amazingly beautiful country. Travel is not so easy right now, but in spite of the issues, we hope to 

see very many of you there. 

I have enclosed a copy of the Annual Meeting Agenda. Please read through it carefully, especially the short 

biographies of this year’s candidates for the Board of Directors. If you have any questions, or concerns, feel free to 

call at the office, and we will try to help you in any way we can.  

Well, like Dan Seals likes to sing,  “Won’t you meet me in Montaaana?”  But if you can’t make it, I hope you have a 

good rest of the summer, and the Lord keep you in His care. 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan Wiechmann 

President BWCAA 

 

                                      BRITISH WHITE CATTLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

                                                            ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

                                                                    TWIN BRIDGES, MONTANA  

                                                                      September 23, 2022 

                                                                                   AGENDA 

 

  1. Call meeting to order 

  2. Welcome and introductions 

       Invocation 

       Pledge of Allegiance 

  3. Minutes from last meeting 

  4. Treasurer’s Report 

  5. Executive Committee Report 

      Motion to officially thank the Wentzel family and all those involved in the planning of  

      this weekend and in the hard work of putting it all together. 

   



6. Nominating Committee Report 

       Each year, at the Annual Membership Meeting, we elect three directors to serve three-year  

       terms. The following five candidates were submitted to the Nominating Committee and are 

       eligible for election to the board. 

 

       BENJAMIN MATZKE  57098 310 St.  Winthrop, MN 55396 (507-232-9902) 

       LUKE McGREGOR   5110 Quantico LN Plymouth, MN 55446 (517-420-4106) 

       TOMMY PATTERSON  4249 County Rd. 16 Florence, AL 35633 (256-762-4392) 

       STEVEN SPRADLING  4205 W. Glencoe Rd. Stillwater, OK  74075 (405-743-7820) 

       TRACY VAN HORN  8524 Moffatt Rd. Lexington, OK 73051 (405-420-6191) 

Each has agreed to serve if elected and have followed the processes for nomination   according to the 

BWCAA articles of incorporation and bylaws. No other candidates have been approved by the 

Nominating Committee.  Please see the bios from the nominees following the agenda. 

  7. Promotions Committee Report 

  8. Regions Committee Report 

  9. British White Junior Association of America Report 

10. Heifer for Youth Program Report 

11. New Business:  

       Election of three Board members:  

       All active members who have paid herd fees are qualified to vote.   

                   

12. Reading and approval of minutes 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

 

 

Bio for Benjamin Matzke: 

I was born and raised in Minnesota and currently reside outside Winthrop Minnesota. I have a BA in 
Communication from Bethany Lutheran College and an MA in Communication Studies from Minnesota State 
University Mankato. I have a wide variety of work experience including live television production, commercial 
video production, marketing, web management, and over a decade of managerial experience. I didn’t grow up on a 
farm but I always dreamed of getting a few acres of my own. That dream came true in 2019. After moving in, the 
first livestock to set foot on the property was a British White. 
                 I fell in love with the British White breed years ago, so when the opportunity came up to buy a bred 
British White heifer I jumped at the chance. She stepped off the trailer in the spring of 2020 and she has been the 
queen of the pasture ever since. In the fall of 2020 she also took up the mantle of family milk cow and provided milk 
for our family of seven until the following spring. Our herd has gone from one in the spring of 2020 to ten in 2022 
and should hit our target of 40 head on our current acreage by 2024. When you consider temperament, hardiness, 
and overall quality of a beef animal I don’t know that the British White can be beat, especially for someone new to 
raising beef animals. 
 

 

 



Bio for Luke McGregor: 

I am a 1st generation rancher who grew up in a small town in Northern Minnesota.  I earned my bachelor’s and 

master’s degrees in Business from Michigan State University and Western Michigan.  Today my family and I run a 

small cow-calf operation. 

I have had a passion about farming and cattle ranching since a very young age and am very fortunate to be able to be 

part of this industry and Association. 

I bring a different perspective to cattle ranching as being an entrepreneur and working for corporate America and 

hope to apply those skills and hard work as a Board member for the BWCAA. 

 

Bio for Tommy Patterson: 

My name is Tommy Patterson and I am applying for my third term as a member of the Board of Trustees for the 

British White Cattle Association (BWCAA). I have been involved in the cattle industry off and on for most of my 

life.  I’ve been a member of the BWCA for the past 15 years.  As a trustee I try to do my best to advance the 

membership in the association, and to do what is in the best interests of the association and its members.  

I will continue to serve for the betterment of the association and look for ways to improve and build our cattle 

market. 

 

Bio for Tracy Van Horn: 

I am Tracy Van Horn and I live in Lexington, Oklahoma. 

I am asking for you vote to represent you as a voting board member. 

I have raised registered British White seed stock and produced quality animals for breeding and show stock for 

several years.  Our steer program growth is a large part of our cattle operation.  I am very passionate about helping 

all members bring this breed to the main stream of the cattle industry. 

Please feel free to call me to ask any questions or concerns and listen to my vision and future of the British White 

Breed.  I believe that the number of cattle you have is not a factor for being on the Board of Directors.  Leading the 

association is a having a passion for the breed and having the knowledge and business sense to help the breed grow. 

Thank you for all the veterans that have served our country.  I will never quit representing you if am re-elected to the 

board. 

 

Bio for Steve Spradling: 

 

About me:  I live in Stillwater, OK, with my wife, Shannon. We have been married for 25 years and have four 

children, three of which are involved in 4H and FFA and one who attends college. They are Nicole 21, Kylie 16, 

Isabel 14, and Jack 13. We operate Spradling Farms, just north of Stillwater. Kylie, Jack, and Isabel are all involved 

in cattle showing and exhibit British Whites. We operate a cow/calf operation and Spradling Natural Beef which is 

our freezer beef business. I am a graduate of Oklahoma State University with a degree in Business Administration. 

Over 18 years ago, I came back to work for Oklahoma State University, where I am the Director of Parking and 

Transportation Services. 

Passion and Goal:  I have a passion for British White Cattle and improving forage and cattle production. My family 

and I love the breed for its docility and moderate size while still providing excellent beef to our customers. I am 

excited about the opportunity to serve on the board of the British White Cattle Association of America. I believe my 

knowledge and experience can further what is already a great association. I look forward to meeting and talking with 

members. Please feel free to give me a call. 

 


