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 Recap -2019 BWCAA Annual Meeting, 

 National Show and Sale -- Shawnee, Oklahoma 

September 27-28 

It is always a new experience when you move an event to a different venue. This one happened to 

be a nice experience. The meeting room, catering, and staff support at the Heart of Oklahoma 

Exposition Center in Shawnee was excellent.  

As for the show and sale facilities, they were very good also. All the pens were under roof, with fans 

and clean bedding, nice wash racks, easy access for loading and unloading animals, good sound 

system and nice restrooms for us humans.  

The Annual Membership Meeting 

The annual membership meeting was convened by President Jonathan Wiechmann. After welcoming 

statements and introductions the minutes from last year’s meeting were read and approved. Likewise 

the financial report was distributed and approved. The Executive committee moved to officially thank 

the Annual Meeting, National Show and National Sale Committee for their work in planning and 

execution of the event.  

The nominating committee presented a motion to re-elect three board members to serve another 3- 

year term. These were John Kugler, Cozad, NE, Tommy Patterson, Florence, AL, and Tracy Van Horn, 

Lexington, OK. The membership approved the re-election of all three candidates by acclimation. 

Tommy Patterson introduced the 2019 recipient of the “Heifer for Youth” program, Madison Meixner 

of Packwood, Iowa. The heifer was awarded during the National Show on 

Saturday by donors Nick and Georgan Wilson of Lipan, TX.    

The speakers were excellent. Members received timely, useful information 

to take home with them.  Both presenters were from the Animal Science 

Department of Oklahoma State University, Stillwater. Following is a 

synopsis of their talks: 
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Dr. Janeen Salak-Johnson, with 20 years of research experience in animal 

behavior and well-being, presented “Human-animal relationships, one of the 

keys to achieving high welfare”. Some highlights: 

 A good state of animal welfare is when they are comfortable in 

their environment, well-nourished, free of disease, and free from 

as much stress and pain as possible. 

 Achieving high welfare is when animals are allowed to express 

their natural behaviors. 

 Livestock producers need to understand species-specific behaviors and recognize when 

animals are under stress or show signs of illness. 

 Always maintain a positive attitude when interacting with animals. 

 Stockpersons need to have the knowledge, ability and professional competence in 

animal husbandry and positive attitude to effectively provide good welfare. 

 Producers should work with their vet and create a health plan and stick to it. 

 Animals’ growth and reproductive success are directly related to handlers. 

 Be aware of animals’ flight zone and use it when moving animals. Let them move at 

their own pace.  

 Be aware of and remove scary things that frighten animals to improve movement when 

handling. 

 Some day in the near future, facility inspections by a government authority is very likely 

to happen, so be ready. 

 

Dr. Mark Johnson, with many years of cattle judging, and cattle 

breeding experience presented, “Management of Effective Mating 

Systems. The Pros and Cons of Inbreeding and Crossbreeding”. 

Some highlights: 

 Phenotype, or what the animal looks like and how it 

performs is the combination of its genotype (genes) and 

how it behaves in its environment. 

 Genotype is made up of two components; “Breeding value” which is the singular 

effect of individual genes and secondly, “Gene combination value”, which is the 

effect of gene pairs at a locus on the chromosome. 

 Selection (deciding which parents are to be mated) is effective when choosing animals 

with the best “Breeding Value”. 

 Mating decisions determine whether we inbreed or crossbreed. 

 All breeds are the result of inbreeding which concentrates both dominant and recessive 

alleles. Inbreeding results in an increase in prepotency of desired traits. 

 Inbreeding also increases the frequency of harmful, deleterious or even lethal genes 

which must be aggressively culled. Inbreeding does not create these deleterious genes, 

just brings them to the surface to be seen. Each animal will have from 5 to 20 of these 

deleterious genes that inbreeding will help express. 
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Grand Champion Heifer, Youth Class 

“Lovelace 14F 9100” Owned and shown 

by Lane Lovelace 

SHOWMANSHIP 

Pee Wee Class  Ages 9-11  Ages 12-14  Ages 15-17   

1st Andrea Smith  1st Elexus Helmick 1st Jaxson Gauthier 1st Ryan Clark 

2nd Brian Meixner 2nd Lane Lovelace    2nd Madison Meixner 

    3rd Avery Smith    3rd Tatum Gauthier 

          4th Emily Peters 

 In short, we inbreed to form breeds: we form breeds to reduce variation and make the 

animals look and perform similar: we form breeds to “Fix” favorable alleles but also run 

the risk of fixing undesirable alleles.  

 When we “fix” genes in a herd, we make them pre-potent for the trait. 

 Inbreeding depression negatively affects fertility so it is important to avoid mating close 

relatives. 

 Effective Crossbreeding Systems require Purebred animals of complementary 

breeds. 

 Purebred stock operations have the responsibility to improve breeding value in traits 

of economic importance. 

 Commercial beef operations should use purebred seed stock to capitalize on hybrid 

vigor and breed complementarity. 

The main take-home message was that breed organizations should constantly strive to 

improve their breed while maintaining breed identity. 

The National Show 

Vicki Van Horn managed the National Show. We had a total of 46 entries in the show. 

Serving as judge this year was Marcus Dunn of Coyle, OK. 

Cattle Show 

 

  

 

 

 

Reserve Champion Heifer, Both Youth 

Class and Open Class “Little Valley 

Oakley” Owned by Andrea Smith and 

Shown by Ryan Cox 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grand Champion Bull, Youth Class, 

“Kickapoo Valley Creek” Owned and 

shown by Jonathan Stewart 

Reserve Champion Bull, Both Youth Class and 

Open Class, “150 Diesel”, Owned by Travis 

and Victoria Cox, shown by Shelby Cox 

Grand Champion Steer, Both Open and Youth 

Class, “Alabama Tooth Pick 642-9402”, 

Owned and shown by Emily Peters 

Reserve Champion Steer – Youth Class. Also 

Tied for Best Standard Marked British White, 

“Lucky Chance”, Owned and shown by 

Elexus Helmick 

Reserve Champion Steer, Open Class 

“TVR Winchester”, owned by Faye and 

Sean Autry, shown by Tatum Gauthier 

Tied for Best Standard Marked British White, 

“TVR Shag’s Sapphire”, Owned by Faye 

Autry, shown by Tatum Gauthier 
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Grand Champion Heifer – Open Class, 

“Trouble Miss Fit”, Owned and shown by 

Tina Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Sale 

Tommy Patterson and Sue Seep orchestrated the sale. A total of 56 lots were auctioned. 

The animal receiving highest bid ($6000) was bull “Boles Jazaam” owned by Tracy and 

Vicki Van Horn.  

We couldn’t have done it without the volunteers! 

A special thanks goes out to Kirk Lovelace, Kevin and Dan Reed and Teresa Patterson 

helping with penning and movement of animals throughout the show and sale, Hailey Breth 

Grand Champion Bull, Open Class “Trouble 

Highwayman”, Owned and shown by Tina 

Williams 

Grand Champion Cow/calf pair, “SC 27” with 

calf “TVR 50 MBG Bullet” Owned by Faye 

Autry, shown by the Gauthier family 

Reserve Champion Cow/calf pair, 

“Lovelace 2D” with calf “Lovelace 1G” 

owned and shown by Lane Lovelace 
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and Ted Seep with sale and show ring management, Jonathan Wiechmann for announcing 

the show and Nick Wilson as master of ceremonies of the annual meeting.  

We need your input! 

Please let us know how we can improve our annual meeting, national show and sale. Send 

your thoughts and suggestions to John Kugler at jlkmkug@cozadtel.net, the Annual 

Meeting, Show and Sale Committee Chair or Executive Secretary Sue Seep. We have been 

bringing cattle specialists to present selected topics that we think would be of interest to 

you. What would you like to see and hear? How else can we attract more members to 

attend this annual event? Next years’ event will return to Shawnee, OK, but the date has 

yet to be set. 

2020 BWCAA Calendars are available now! 

The 2020 BWCAA Calendars are now available for purchase at 

$10 plus postage. Contact the office at office@britishwhite.org. 

They make great holiday gifts and have important BWCAA 

deadline dates, a handy gestation table for calving time and a few clever sayings that 

might bring a smile. 
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