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We need members’ 

help to get the word 

out! Inform your local 4H and 

FFA advisors of this exciting 

opportunity for deserving youth to 

acquire a British White Heifer free 

of charge.  Download and print 

out this flyer for the 2019 

BWCAA Heifer for Youth 

Program and distribute to your 

local 4H and FFA programs. 

Details and applications are 

available from the BWCAA 

homepage. Click Forms. 

Showing Opportunities Increase 

Due to the tenacity and enthusiasm of Vicki Van Horn, BWCAA members now have the opportunity to 

show their registered British White cattle at the Oklahoma State Fair in late September, 2019. This 

will occur a week before the annual BWCAA National Show in Shawnee, OK on September 27-28, 

2019. Contact Show Coordinator Vicki VanHorn at 405-527-1161 for details.  

In the works are potentially more opportunities for showing at the 2020 Tulsa State Fair and perhaps 

even Houston. Marcia Overly is working on these venues.  

 

British White Cattle have “Excellent Milking Ability” 

So we claim, but what does that mean? And is it a good thing? Or could it be a disadvantage? How is 

milking ability defined and quantified?  
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One could assume that cows with “excellent milking ability” would be able to successfully raise a calf 

to an optimum weight (approximately 50% of the mother’s weight) at weaning provided that her 

nutrition during that time was also at an optimum level. We would most likely agree that is a good 

thing.  

Large breed associations use Milk EPD’s for selection purposes. (Maternal Milk EPD (Milk) is a 

predictor of a sire's genetic merit for milk and mothering ability as expressed in his daughters 

compared to daughters of other sires. In other words, it is that part of a calf's weaning weight 

attributed to milk and mothering ability).  

But what if British White cows produce an overabundance of milk? Current research suggests this 

would be costly as it takes more feed to produce excess milk. High milking cows also take more feed 

even when not lactating. Perhaps more importantly, research also documents that high milking cows 

often have delayed conception rates. We might likely agree this is a disadvantage. 

In a recent article from the University of Nebraska beef group, beef cattle nutritionist Travis Mulliniks 

suggests that it may be wise not to select for high milking potential in cows if the available forage in 

their environment is less than optimum (as in the Sandhills Upland Range in Nebraska). His reasoning 

is that “calf weaning weight can have as low as a 5% influence on ranch profitability due to increased 

cowherd production costs. With selection of milk, we are chasing a mere 5% on profitability. On the 

other hand, the economic value of reproduction is reported to be 5 times greater than calf growth on 

milk traits.” He cites research done in Tennessee where 237 Angus cows were machine-milked after 

calving and classified as Low (14 lb/day), Moderate (20 lb/day) and High (26 lb/day) milk cows.  

Pregnancy rates after AI were 11 to 13% lower for the High milk cows. In this study however, even 

with the nearly double milk production from Low to High, calf weaning weights were not different 

(which is inconsistent with current experience).  

So, how can we identify (and then eliminate from the herd) which cows are the “High” milking cows 

without actually milking them? Mulliniks suggests watching out for cows that produce heavy calves 

but lose body condition relative to herd mates, or cows that fail to conceive in the first cycle of estrus 

the next year. For those breeds with EPD’s, he suggests that breeders back off selecting for high milk 

EPD’s.  “Low” milking cows would be ones that consistently raise smaller calves while maintaining 

excellent body condition. These should be selected against as well.  “Moderate” milking cows would 

be optimum for balancing production costs and calf weaning weights. 

Perhaps it is fair to say that British White cattle have a history of weaning calves approaching 50% of 

their body weight without losing excessive body condition and breed back early when managed with 

adequate nutrition. Thus, they can be described as having “excellent milking ability”.  

 

  

2019 Photo Contest Submissions Welcome 

Hopefully members have been keeping their cameras busy snapping high quality photos of their 

British White cattle during the fall and winter. Spring is here and as of this writing, spring storm 
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“Wesley” is dumping snow and freezing rain on parts of the plains. It should be a great opportunity 

to stuff the camera in your parka pocket and capture some good photos.  

Remember you can submit up to 5 photos and be sure to set your camera to the highest possible 

quality settings. Photos can be submitted by email to the Association office at office@britishwhite.org 

or by disc. The deadline for submitting photos for the 2020 BWCAA Calendar Photo Contest is July 

31, 2019. But why wait if you have some good ones already? 

We hope members have enjoyed the photos on the BWCAA calendar, and have used the calendars as 

gifts or for promotional purposes. 

 

2019 BWCAA Annual Meeting, 

 National Show and Sale - Planning Update 

The venue for the 2019 Annual Meeting, national Show and Sale has been moved to the Heart of 

Oklahoma Exposition Center in Shawnee, Oklahoma for September 27-28, 2019. It is located about 

10 miles east of Oklahoma City. You can visit the site at https://www.shawneexpo.org.  

Two speakers from the Oklahoma State University have been scheduled to address members during 

the meeting segment on the 27th. Dr. Janeen Salek-Johnson specializes in Stress and 

Environmental Physiology and Animal Well-Being and will discuss cattle behavior and livestock 

handling. Dr. Mark Johnson (not related to Janeen), Associate Professor in Animal Science will 

discuss the pros and cons of line breeding, the wisdom of seeking full blood status of the herd, and 

other breeding objectives. 

Vicki VanHorn, the BWCAA National Show Coordinator has secured a judge Marcus Dunn for the 

Saturday show. On Friday Mr. Dunn will help youth on grooming their cattle and discuss 

showmanship goals.  

Tommy Patterson continues coordinating the Sale.  

There are plenty of cultural attractions in the Shawnee area as well. These include Mabee-Gerrer 

Museum of Art, Santa Fe Depot (specialty museum), Firelake Casino, Citizen Potawatami Nation 

Cultural Heritage Center, and Shawnee Little Theatre. For the adventurist, try Scissortail Skydiving, 

only 30 miles east of Oklahoma City.   

 

REMEMBER – YOUR DEBT WILL STAY WITH YOU IF YOU CAN’T BUDGE IT! 

THANKS TO: Indian Hills Community Billboard 
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