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Building Area: (sf) 
5,000 sf 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$51 
 
Construction Cost 
$255,000 
 
Date of Completion: 
5/13/13 

 
Project Description 
This interior renovation utilizes dynamic design strategies to transform an outdated, over divided 
space (30% included 7’6’ ceilings) to create an open cohesive plan, with a visual outdoor 
connection, that allows for flexible spatial divisions.  The office’s greatest original asset is the 36” 
tall north facing ribbon window that runs the building’s length.  Previously covered with black 
mini-blinds and hidden behind a maze of interior walls, the window was muted.  The interior 
walls were removed and blinds discarded. The window now captures northern light, saturating 
the spaces with natural light.  The ribbon window and mature oak trees beyond are visible from 
every workspace, unifying the office visually and psychologically.  The client, a tech company, 
utilizes project based teams, requiring constant movement of staff and equipment.  The 
solution involved using a traditional product in a non-traditional way. Mechanically operated 
Mechoshades were installed perpendicular to the windows, providing flexible, quickly 
adjustable workspace divisions.  When down, the translucent shades provide definition, without 
eliminating connection; when up, an open, cohesive office.  Offices for management and 
support spaces were tucked under the low ceiling, flanking the open office space.  Two 
conference rooms serve as bookends for the office.  Requiring additional privacy, these spaces 
are separated from the flexible work spaces with a glass wall with sliding panels.  The public 
lobby space is placed between a conference room and an orange accent wall that wraps 
the copy center behind.  This freestanding form marks the transition between public and semi-
public workspaces. 



IA1.02 
This 1980’s office building 
had become an  
outdated, over divided 
space that prevented any 
connection to the exterior, 
use of natural light or 
cohesive work space.  With 
ceiling heights as low as 
7’6’ and a maze of interior 
walls that blocked the 
windows, the space 
created a claustrophobic, 
disconnected experience.  
 



IA1.03 
Eliminating interior 
partitions, embracing 
natural light, and creating 
easily adjustable work 
space divisions allowed us 
to transform this previously 
dark, segmented space 
into a cohesive, welcoming 
office that serves the 
dynamic needs of our 
client.  With exterior views 
visible from all corners of 
the office the space is 
unified visually and 
psychologically. 
Mechanically operated 
Mechoshades, installed 
perpendicular to the 
windows, provide quickly 
adjustable workspace 
divisions without eliminating 
visual connections. This 
public lobby space is  
delineated by the orange 
accent wall that divides 
the public reception space 
from the semi-public work 
space beyond. 



IA1.04 
Removing a labyrinth of 
interior walls, creating 
consistent ceiling heights 
and a hierarchy of spaces, 
transformed the existing 
building into an open, 
cohesive plan with a strong 
exterior connection. The 
newly featured north 
facing windows flood the 
open space with natural 
light, even affecting 
peripheral offices beyond 
through newly installed 
glass walls and doors. The 
ribbon window and 
mature oak trees are visible 
from every workspace 
unifying the office visually 
and psychologically.  



IA1.05 
Two conference rooms, 
coined “war rooms” by the 
client, serve as bookends 
for the office.  Requiring 
additional privacy but 
coupled with a strong 
desire to maintain visual 
connections, these 
spaces are separated from 
the public spaces with a 
transparent glass wall with 
sliding panels. The public 
lobby space is placed 
between this conference 
room and the orange 
accent wall that wraps the 
copy center behind.   



IA1.06 
The newly highlighted north 
facing ribbon window now 
captures northern light, 
saturating the spaces with 
natural light.  The client’s 
business model requires 
constant shifting of staff 
members and resources.  
This need for physical 
flexibility and team 
connection, called for 
an equally flexible 
design.  The solution – 
Mechoshades were 
installed perpendicular 
to the windows.  The 
shades provide flexible, 
quickly adjustable spatial 
definition.  When down, 
the translucency of the 
shades provide 
definition, without 
eliminating connection; 
when up, an open, 
cohesive office.   
 



IA1.07 
Management offices, 
requiring semi private 
work space, were 
placed under the lower 
ceiling heights flanking 
the open work area.  
Visual continuity was 
maintained with glass 
walls and sliding doors. 



IA1.08 
Unlike the previous 
layout that did not have 
a visitor reception area, 
the newly organized floor 
plan allows for a clear 
reception area that is still 
visually connected to 
the exterior beyond.  The 
reception counter detail 
highlights the interior 
focal point upon entry 
into the space while the 
orange accent wall 
delineates the division 
between public 
reception area and 
semi-public work space. 



IA1.09 
The floor plan creates 
clean, organized spaces 
that serve the flexible 
work flow needs of the 
client, welcomes the 
public and  highlights the 
connection between 
indoors and outside. 
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