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Song of Solomon 2:12  
 

Flowers appear on the earth; the season 
of singing has come; the cooing of doves 
is heard in our land. 
 
Greetings Friends and Neighbors, 
 
Summer is here and many of us are 
already moving into our summer routines. 
We are now in the liturgical season 
following Pentecost, which is sometimes 
called "Ordinary Time".  During Ordinary 
time, we try to notice God's presence as 
fully embodied in life, community, 
friendships, nature, and the beauty around 
us. And indeed, community and family life 
seems to be flourishing as graduation 
celebrations have commenced and 
vacation visits and family reunions are 
under way.   
 
In the animal realm as well, the spring-
born are coming out of their nests and 
beginning to find their ways in the world. 
The baby bunny that eats from our garden 
ventured out into the parking lot to stand 
upon the pebbles.  And a few days ago, 
we came upon another family on the road 
ahead of us: a mother duck and her 
ducklings.  
 
As we rounded the bend, she instinctively 
crouched down, as did her 9 ducklings, all 
of them "ducking for cover".  But there was 
no place to hide. I was struck by how 
universal her instinct was, and how her 
family all moved in unison together at her 
cue, awkwardly flopping down as 
immediately and obediently as they could.  
 
Finding no foliage in the pavement to 
shelter and protect them from our 

enormous encroaching car, they seemed 
to be hoping to just disappear into the 
unyielding road itself.  Then, after we had 
come to a full stop, as though suddenly 
realizing that we were going to wait for her, 
the mama duck stood up again. A sense of 
relief and release surged through the little 
family. She ushered her entourage to the 
side of the road while we watched, 
captivated. "Awww!" and "Oooh!" and "Oh, 
how sweet!" was about all that we could 
say as they patted away.  
 
Later, I found the memory of that moment 
when the duck family was crouched there 
against the pavement with nowhere to go 
kept coming back to me. It reminded me of 
how just last Sunday, Terry Smith shared 
in our worship service one of his more 
harrowing moments as a father, as he tried 
to navigate a dangerous road-crossing.  I 
think we all face this kind of thing.  Some 
time or another, we do need to cross a 
road to get to the other side of something. 
Sometimes we try to cross over the wrong 
way. Sometimes we get scared. 
Sometimes the way ahead isn't clear. 
 
My family and I saw another harrowing 
crossing the other day. A doe darted out to 
cross the highway just ahead of us, and as 
we paused on the road wondering whether 
something had been chasing her, two tiny 
fawns stumbled out onto the road, 
following her with faltering steps. They 
were a good bit behind her and were 
searching for her. They had no idea what 
to do about the road or the cars, which 
thankfully had all stopped and hadn't 
started up again.  
 
As they tried to cross, one fell down on its 
little knees and collapsed in the road right 
in front of us and then struggled back 
upright. Meanwhile the other, which was a 
bit ahead, was uncertain whether to wait or 
keep going. They were so very young and 
vulnerable, that we in the car were almost 
overwhelmed by their tenderness. Again, 
all we could say was, "Oooh!" and 
"Awww!" and "Oh, how sweet!" 
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The images of the family of ducks 
crouched on the road, and the stumbling 
fawns, came to me again as an image in 
my prayers. I know so many families are 
now feeling almost as our duck family or 
the fumbling fawns: We are facing 
enormous and frightening unknowns that 
feel dangerous and out of our control. The 
rising costs of housing, food, and fuel are 
part of something larger that we don't 
know how to navigate.  We are in 
uncertain times.   
 
For me, this is all the more reason to cling 
to the enduring presence of God, and to 
try to embody God's presence for each 
other.   
 
Some might be feeling some hesitation 
about giving to others now, thinking, we 
don't even know how we are going to 
manage these uncertainties, ourselves. 
And if we don't know how we will manage 
and navigate this passage for ourselves, 
or for our church, maybe we are getting in 
over our heads when we consider trying to 
take on the resettlement of an unknown 
family from an unknown situation ( which is 
what we are preparing to do with the 
Haddam area Refugee Resettlement 
Project).   
 
Yet Soul doesn't dwell in a zero-sum 
economy.  Like making stone soup or nail 
broth, the useless bits from each become 
something new and sustaining when 
gathered together. Opening our hearts and 
giving to others when we are low or 
depleted doesn't drag us down farther, as 
we sometimes fear it might. Instead, it lifts 
us up.  
 
No matter how low you feel, and no matter 
how scant and slender your resources, 
giving to others, even if all you have to 
give is a smile or a kind word, is spiritually 
and psychologically empowering. Taking 
positive action for others helps to liberate 
us from our own fears of the unknown and 
brings us into the power we have in the 

present to create positive transformation in 
our lives and in the lives of others.  
 
So perhaps because we can all relate to 
the feeling of the duckling family cowering 
on the road, we can also relate to the 
unknown refugee families that are being 
resettled in Connecticut.  Perhaps like the 
duck, and like so many families here in our 
community, they are just crouching down 
wherever they can, trying to keep their 
families safe.  
 
They are not alone.  
We are not alone.  
And the Hope we give to each other 
makes us all stronger.  
And the support we give to each other 
makes us all more resilient. 
When we lend our hands to God, we are 
uplifted, and God becomes more manifest 
and tangible amongst us. 
May we continue to share and magnify 
God's presence in our community. Amen. 
 
Blessings and Peace,  
 
Pastor Hilary 
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A NOTE FROM YOUR MODERATORS 

Just a few items to touch on at this point. 
We are still waiting for materials from the 
attorney working on our joining process. 
We have reached out to obtain at least a 
progress report but have not had a 
response. 
 

Congratulations to all who contributed to 
the success of the tag sale, a job well 
done by all. 
 

Be sure to check in with Lindamae Peck 
and John Anderson if you have questions 
on their efforts to fill positions on the new 
slate of officers and committee posts.  
 

Again, please give thoughtful 
consideration for how you can contribute 
to the success of our new church. 
 

Several members attended the online 
SNEUCC Annual Meeting on Saturday, 
June 18th. If you are interested, you may 
access materials from the meeting at 
SNEUCC.org. Two items that may interest 
you are the sermon by Rev. Dawn 
Hammond and the address by Rev. Darrell 
Goodwin, both informative and uplifting. 
 

John Edmondson  Greg Shields   
Moderator FCCH  Moderator HCC  
 

REPORTS AND MEETING MINUTES 
Draft of June JT Council Meeting 
Minutes including JT Diaconate Report 
and JT Mission/Outreach Report HERE 
 

Annual Reports 
Higganum Congregational Church HERE 
First Congregational Church of Haddam 
HERE 
 
Revised May 1st New Church ByLaws 
HERE 

 
You will find a report about the SNEUCC 
Annual Meeting at the end of this 
newsletter. 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
45 on June 5 Communion, Pentecost 
Sunday (warm, beautiful) 
39 on June 12 Children’s Sunday (sunny, 
warm) 
36 on June 19 Father’s Day (sunny, cool) 
73 on June 19 Guitar Concert (sunny, 
warm) 
40 on June 26 (sunny, hot) 

  
 

 
 

COVID GUIDELINES 
We will continue with “Mask Optional” 
during worship, when speaking from the 
Chancel or singing, in Sunday School, and 
any other time on the churches’ property. 
Distance seating during worship is 
available. Either door may be used to 
enter/exit the church, and we will resume 
holding Fellowship outside after 
worship. View our complete Covid-19 
response HERE. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Drop by or call the church office on 
Tuesdays from 9am -12 noon* and 
Thursdays from 1-4pm*.  

 

*The Church Office voicemail and email 
are monitored during posted office hours. If 
you need to speak with Rev Hilary outside 
of these days/times, please text or call her 
church cell phone at 860-316-3837. 

https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/44d842b1-e5d2-ca9c-72e8-81b07ad56753/Joint_Council_Minutes_20220621_PB.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/d36ce2fd-025e-18ce-a008-971d05fdda48/FINAL_HCC_Annual_Report_2021_updated_after_Jan_2022.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/3f0b7246-c4dd-2d45-77b3-104c3822e3c9/FCCH_Annual_Report_2021_present_Jan_2022_1_.03.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/b3a5e035-9acb-0142-5aca-f9306c18ffb8/New_Church_ByLaws_20220501_Revised.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/fe0101aa-fbfd-6ada-e009-74557b0c897c/Covid_MAY_24_2022.pdf
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JULY MEETINGS 
Please contact Committee Chairs for 
agendas     and additional meeting 
information. 

 

“What’s the Word?” Bible Study with 
Rev. Hilary Mondays, 10am 
(Lewis House/Zoom). Please note we will not 
meet on July 4th.  

 

Bread Ministry Mixing Tuesdays 9am 
(FCCH) 
 

Bread Ministry Baking Fridays 9am (FCCH) 
 

Prayer Shawl Wednesday, July 6th, 10am 
(HCC) 
 

Music Committee Friday, July 7th, 1pm 
(Lewis House/Zoom) 
 

Nominating Committee Friday, July 7th, 
2:30pm (Lewis House/Zoom) 
 

Prudential Monday, July 11th, 5:30pm 
(Lewis/Zoom) 

 

]JT Diaconate Monday, July 11th, 7pm 
(Lewis House / Zoom) 

 

August Belfry Articles Due Wednesday, 
July 20th, to fcchaddam@gmail.com 
 

HCC Finance Monday, July 18th, 7pm 
(HCC) 
 

Joint Council Tuesday, July 19th, 7pm 
(Lewis House/Zoom) 
 

Make A Quilt Group Wednesday, July 
27th, 6:30pm (FCCH Fellowship Hall) 
 

 
Please use the Zoom login below for 
access to   FCCH and HCC meetings, adult 
education, and fellowship programs. 
Meeting ID: 391 987 2707 
Meeting Password: 90523 
Phone call-in number: +1 646 558 8656 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Should the threats of dire predictions 
cause us to withdraw in pain, May your 
blazing phoenix spirit, resurrect the church 
again. 

 

God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where 
the eagles soar, We your people, ours the 
journey now and ever, now and ever, now 
and ever more. 
 

-In the Midst of New Dimensions, Julian Rush (1985) 
 
 

I found myself swaying vigorously as I 

sang this hymn with a congregation 
recently. This was not a new hymn to me, 
however, the words touched me differently 
that Sunday. 
 

We have, indeed, been in the midst of new 
dimensions.  We have experienced pain, 
grief, and unimaginable loss inside and 
outside of the church.  We all have been 
thrown into a time of immense change, 
and yet, we learned to surf the tides of 
change – thanks be to God – perhaps 
better than imagined. 
 

Beloved, as we continue to navigate these 
new dimensions, I invite us all to invoke 
that Holy, blazing phoenix Spirit to 
resurrect us anew.  I invite us to allow the 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar to lead us to 
soar to new heights. I invite us to engage - 
with deep faith and bold imagination - the 
following question: what if our best days 
are not behind us, but ahead? 
 

Blessings, 
Isaac 
 

Rev. Isaac Lawson (he/him)  
Area Conference Minister, South Central Region 
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COMMUNION AT HOME 
If you would like to receive 
communion at home, 
please contact the Church 
office at 860-345-2742 or 
fcchaddam@gmail.com and 
your request will be shared. 

 
 

 
 

 

Sundays 9:30am 
with Rev Hilary McLellan 

 

First Congregational Church  
of Haddam 

 

July 3rd 

 
Holy Communion 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 10th 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 17th 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  

July 24th 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

July 31st 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
SUMMER WORSHIP 

In addition to our 9:30am Sunday worship 
services, we will begin Summer Worship at 
8:00am at the Higganum Gazebo. This 
brief service will begin on July 10th. 
Please bring your own chair. All are 
welcome including dogs on leashes.  

SERVICE STREAMING 
Visit and subscribe to our 
YouTube Channel for access to 
services on Sundays at 9:35am or 
any other time to view archives.  
https://www.youtube.com/chan 

nel/UC7SxL2fMB-DZu4BxaM6hWNg  

LAY READERS 
Would like to be a reader during Sunday 
service? All ages are welcome! No experience 
necessary and we can give you a few pointers! 
Contact the church office if you are interested. 

 

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 
A sign-up sheet is available in 
church to donate flowers for the 
altar. You will have the option to 
include a dedication which will be 
printed in the bulletin. 

 

CHURCH HOSPITALITY 
Fellowship and refreshments 
will be enjoyed outdoors after 
worship!  The JT Mission 
Outreach will host during July. 

Per our Covid safety procedures: Food and drink should 
be pre-portioned, self-serve for individual pick up (food 
items wrapped or plated, not self-serve, and beverages 
prepackaged or poured by a host wearing mask and 
gloves). As weather permits, doors and windows may be 
open. 

 

 
 

“WHAT’S THE WORD?” 
Join Rev. Hilary for Bible Study on Mondays at 10 
am in the Lewis House or on Zoom to discuss 
how our Lectionary readings are speaking to us 
and how we are responding. Please note that we 
will not meet this Monday, July 4th. 

mailto:fcchaddam@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7SxL2fMB-DZu4BxaM6hWNg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7SxL2fMB-DZu4BxaM6hWNg
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER LIST 
Click HERE  for the current Intercessory 
Prayer List. Please contact the church 
office if there are prayer requests that you 
would like to add or remove.  
 

 
 
Hello from CE!  
As some of you may know we are full 
steam ahead on CKC (Childrens Kindness 
Camp). Dena Liedke is absolutely amazing 
and has been working hard on designing a 
beautiful curriculum. Dawn Alger has 
created a Google sign up so that families 
may register online. She also has created a 
beautiful poster that you will soon see at 
your favorite local businesses. Barbara 
Fernandez has joined our team and has 
written a wonderful article that will soon be 
in the town bulletins. Everyone on our small 
but mighty crew has been very busy!  
 
 
 

Last but not least we will have tee’s available 
in the next week or two. If you are interested in 
a shirt please let me know- the cost will be 
$20. They are SOOOOOO cool!  
 
Many thanks to JT Mission Outreach who have 
generously offered to cover the cost of the 
campers' tees.  
 
I am so excited to be a part of this amazing 
crew! You may be asking how you can be a 
part of this amazing team and help out!  
 
1) There are openings to volunteer to help out 

in the afternoons during the camp 12-4pm  
2) Friday 8/19 7:30am - 9am time slot for a 

second adult is open.  
 
Soon we will be emailing you a SignUp Genius 
for snacks for the campers. We will also be 
looking for the following: 
 

1 liter soda bottles.  
Glass jars- large jelly size or similar.  

 
Thank you for all your support!!!  
Amy Harlow CE Director 
 
 

https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/6da4dac9-d057-a433-f232-f12918599c7e/Intercessory_Prayer_07_03_2022.pdf
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HADDAM AREA REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT PROJECT (HaRRP) 
 

Major Milestone Met 
Our application to IRIS has been accepted! It has taken several months to complete the 9 
page application to the satisfaction of the Integrated Refugee and Immigration Services 
group out of New Haven. They are one of the most respected Immigration Services groups in 
the entire United States and are experienced in assisting groups like HaRRP be successful in 
their projects. Congratulations and thank you to all the volunteers who have gotten us to this 
point! In addition to working on the application, committee volunteers have been busy getting 
the word out to Haddam area citizens in various ways. You may have seen information on 
the project in the HK-Now publication, or attended an informational meeting held at the 
Brainerd Library. We have made presentations for several groups, including the Knights of 
Columbus, the Haddam Garden Club and various houses of worship .We have a HaRRP 
Haddam Facebook page and posters have been placed in numerous locations around town. 
We have a broad collection of over 50 volunteers working on various aspects of the project. 
We are open to speaking with citizens who may want to volunteer with the group or have 
questions about the project. 
 
The next phase of work is to ensure all our volunteers have completed the required training 
and background checks necessary to interact with the Refugee Family when they arrive. The 
requirements are non-negotiable but relatively easy to complete. We have over 20 who have 
completed the IRIS training but many others who have only partially completed this training 
and we will have specific training required for all volunteers who will be in contact with any 
family members who are minors. 
 
There is additional work to be done preparing the Trinity House to be a welcoming home for 
the Family and raising the last few thousand dollars of the $20,000 funding goal. Next we will 
change our focus to identifying volunteers to be drivers, childcare providers, welcoming 
committee, and those who will help the family become familiar with life in America.  
 
Research shows that both children and adults who participate in refugee resettlement 
missions, whether as a refugee or a volunteer helping, all benefit from participation. Some of 
the benefits are spiritual and psychological; in areas such as happiness, resilience, and life-
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satisfaction, and others benefits are economic. When you look at the statistics, you can see 
that legal refugees who are initially helped by communities go on to become invested citizens 
who start businesses, employ locals, spread wealth, and support local needs and 
philanthropy. They are usually not afraid of hard work and are very grateful for the 
opportunity to transform their lives. They pay back into the community far more than they 
cost. 
 
FCCH and HCC have had a long history of successful work with refugee families and believe 
this project will have similar results. We hope you agree and that you will continue to support 
this effort. 
 
If you are able to support this effort financially, please consider making a donation. Checks 
can be made payable to HaRRP and placed in the plate on Sundays or mailed to either 
church. Online donations can be made HERE or through the general Online Giving page 
www.HaddamChurch.org/donate 

 

 
 

Thank You for contributing to a 
successful Diaper Drive! 

As a church community we contributed 
almost $600 to the Diaper Bank of 
Connecticut in recognition of Mother’s and 
Father’s Days. This will help supply diapers, 
as well as menstruation and incontinence 
products to people across our state who 
cannot afford these basic necessities. At a 
cost of $25 per month per child, our 
donations will provide diapers for 24 
children for 1 month. 

 
 

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet at 
10am at HCC on the first Wednesday of  
every month. Newcomers  are welcome to 
join us! For more information on this 
ministry, please contact Carol Ricker or Edie 
Williams. 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bread For Heat 
 

ARTISAN BREAD MINISTRY 
Be like Liz and John…sign up to sell the 
churches’ artisan bread at the Higganum 
Farmers’ Market. Sign up for two Fridays this 
summer and get a free t-shirt! 

 
We will be selling our artisan bread again this 
year at the Higganum Farmers’ Market on 
Friday’s from 3 pm - 6 pm starting on June 3rd. 
This program has been a success due to the 
many volunteers who sell the bread at the 
Market.  If you are interested in selling, please 
sign up HERE. (Don’t worry, you won’t have to 
sell all by yourself!)  Thank you! 
 

 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z5VR/campaign/C-12KNH
http://www.haddamchurch.org/donate
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e44a5aa28a5fc1-selling
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MEMORIAL GARDEN STONE 
An idea came up during the Memorial Day 
visit at HCC to the Memorial Garden, of 
putting a stone for Deb Livingston there. 
This would be a great addition to the 
garden, as well as a place for friends and 
family to visit. For those who may not know 
of Deb, she died of breast cancer at the 
young age of 42 in 2017, leaving a young 
son, AJ and husband Dan as well as many 
friends and family to mourn. She was very 
active at The First Church of Haddam in the 
choir and first to assist with any fundraisers. 
She would be just “tickled pink” to be 
included in the Memorial Garden. Dan 
Livingston approved this endeavor. The 
cost is $250 though, and Sabine and I will 
collect proceeds for the next few months. 
Monetary donations can be sent to FCCH 
(memo line Livingston stone) or to Sue 
Craffey. Any questions or concerns: contact 
Sue Craffey or Sabine Nyenhuis 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

QUILTING GROUP 
The Quilt Group will meet throughout the 
summer. Watch the bulletin and weekly 
email for days/times. Our next Quilt Group 
and will meet in FCCH Fellowship Hall on 
Wednesday July 27th from 6:30-8pm.  
 
Fellowship Hall is great for laying out fabric 
with lots of outlets to plug in sewing 
machines. Advice is available to help you 
plan your projects. If you are interested, 
please leave your name in the office or 
speak with Dena or Ginny Evensen.  
 

 

 
Haddam/Killingworth CROP WALK 

Sunday October 2, 2022 
Chatfield Hallow State Park 

This is an opportunity to enjoy a walk in the 
beautiful October sunshine and raise money to 
help feeding programs in our towns and in the 
world through Church World Service. Last year 
the Haddam Food Pantry received over $500 
from our walk. Much more information will be in 
the next newsletter. 
 

 
SCHOOL BAGS for  

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 
We have over 30 school bags that have been 
made and are waiting to be filled! In mid-July 
school supplies will go one sale, enabling a 
school bag to be filled for as little as $3 - $4. 
Donated items can be left in the designated 
baskets located at each church. 
 
The items needed for each bag includes the 
following: 
• One (1) pair of blunt scissors 
• Three (3) 70-count spiral bound notebooks 

totaling 200-210 pages (no loose-leaf or 
filer paper) 

• One (1) 30 cm/12-inch ruler 
• Six (6) new unsharpened pencils with 

erasers 
• One (1) hand held pencil sharpener 
• One (1) large eraser 
• One (1) box of 24 crayons 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who sewed the 
school bags this winter. These bags go to 
children in areas of disaster in the United 
States and around the world. 
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CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS 

THANK YOU to everyone who worked on 
making stockings for the Solnit Center for 
this Christmas.   
 
Children who are hospitalized in the Solnit 
Center at Christmas time will receive the 
stockings filled with gifts. Hopefully it will 
brighten their day.  
 

 
 

2022 RON BOOTH MISSION GOLF 
OUTING 

In early July we will start communicating 
details about the September 18 golf outing 
at the Lyman Orchards Player Course. 
Watch for emails regarding golfer 
registration, dinner reservations, soliciting 
raffle prizes and signing up sponsors. In 
addition to this, please consider how you 
might help: prepare dinner, salads, 
desserts, snacks, beverages, dinner venue 
set-up/take down, writing thank you notes, 
helping at the golf course sign-in table and 
on the golf course, help with the dinner 
venue check-in, food service, parking, etc. 
This is a fun time, but it does take a lot of 
volunteers to make it a success. Let us 
know how you want to help. 
 
Steve Bull and Terry Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
SNEUCC ANNUAL MEETING REPORT 
The 3rd Annual Meeting of the Southern New 
England Conference of the UCC was held 
(virtually) on Saturday (6/18/22). Several 
members of HCC and FCCH were able to 
attend for all or a portion of the conference. 
Sermons, reports, and discussions are 
available on the SNEUCC web site. Once on 
the site, click on “Annual Meeting, etc.”, then in 
the Search box, enter “Annual Meeting”. You 
may find topics of particular interest to yourself.  
 
Two offerings that we found informative were: 
Rev. Dawn Hammond’s sermon on guidance 
through joining process cited several 
references that may prove of interest. Active 
Hope by Macy and Johnstone outlined a 
process of expressing gratitude for where we 
are and for what we have, admitting pain which 
reveals caring and opens eyes to where we 
find ourselves, and from there, identifying 
steps to move forward. A second book, Hope 
in the Dark focuses on the thought that what 
we do matters! The text goes on to describe 
the steps to move forward: allow rest, 
acknowledge vulnerability, reach out to one 
another and then determine what the next 
steps should be.  
 
Rev. Darrell Goodwin introduced Rev. Dr. 
Patrick Duggan whose presentation was titled 
“Mission and Values in Space”. The central 
idea was that during these challenging times, 
churches need to rethink building usage in 
order to creatively connect with the 
communities they hope to serve. In other 
words, how can we position church assets to 
better meet our mission objectives?  
 
So, if you have a few moments, you may find 
these and other topics of interest at the 
SNEUCC.org website. 
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SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS 
Greetings from Neal Blodgett, 
who would like to share this 
'Bathroom Book' with us as a 
way to connect as he is no 
longer coming to church. 
Since few parishioners have 
been taking advantage of the 

opportunity to use the Belfry to share 
interests and personal uplifting stories, Neal 
thought this book, despite its unfortunate 
title, has some good stories, quotations, and 
other gems to share. He asked that we 
begin to add bits into the Belfry on his 
behalf.   
 
Feel free to drop by the office and pick a 
passage to share for next Belfry or let 
Neal's attempt inspire you to share a story 
of your own. 
 
Here are some quotations about leadership, 
from Neal's Bathroom Book: 
 
"A leader is best when people barely know 
he exists. Not so good when people obey 
and acclaim him. Worse when they despise 
him. But a good leader who talks little when 
his work is done, his aim fulfilled, they will 
say "We did it ourselves."  - Lao-Tsu, c 550 
BC 
 
"I never give them hell. I just tell the truth, 
and they think it is hell." - Harry S Truman 
 
"The price of greatness is responsibility."  
- Winston Churchill 
 
"If we were all determined to play the first 
violin, we would never have an ensemble. 
Therefore, respect every musician in his 
proper place" - Robert Schumann, 
composer 
 
"There is a singular quality about Abraham 
Lincoln which sets him apart from all our 
other Presidents...a dimension of brooding 
compassion, of love for humanity, a love 
which was, if anything, strengthened and 
deepened by the agony that drove lesser 
men to the protective shelter of callous 
indifference."  
- Lyndon B Johnson 

 
 
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

To all graduates in our church family, keep in 
mind and in your heart that God is with you as 
you continue on your life’s journey.  
 
Congratulations to: 

 
High School graduates: Connor Malone and 
Ben Williams 
 
Kevin Hunt who graduated from Suffolk 
University with a Law degree. 
 
Grandsons of Carol Ricker, and sons of Cathy 
Lipski of Harmony, NC, Ryan and Tyler Lipski. 
Ryan graduated from UNC-Charlotte with a 
Masters of Science, Major in Computer 
Science and will start a new job with Amazon 
in Seattle later this month. Tyler graduation 
from UNC-Charlotte with a B.S. in Biology. He 
is working for Kodiakooler as a Sales and 
Testing specialist.  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

   
 
03 Bridget Harry  
10 Kyle Tupay  
17 Kim Radowiecki  
17 Jack & Ginny Murphy  
22 Denise Bouchard 
22 AJ Livingston 
22 Terry Smith  
23 Jack Calhoun  
23 Clark & Kamilla Gardner 

25 Danny Richmond  
26 Dick Matregrano 
26 Betsey Booth 
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GIVING INFORMATION 
Our Ministry and Mission are maintained 
by your generosity. Thank you for how you 
support FCCH and HCC with your gifts of 
Time, Talent, and Treasure. Financial 
contributions may be made at in-person 
worship services or mailed to the addresses 
below anytime. 
 
First Congregational Church of Haddam 
P.O. Box 215 
Haddam, CT 06438 
 

Higganum Congregational Church 
23 Parsonage Road 
Higganum, CT 06441 
 
Online gifts to FCCH may be made HERE. 
It also should be possible to set up direct 
payments from your own bank to either 
FCCH or HCC; contact your bank for more 
information. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://haddamchurch.org/donate/
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