
  

USA Meeting Minutes  

July 14, 2022 | 6:00 pm  

 

• Welcome 

• Approval of last meetings minutes 

o Moved: President VanderToolen/ Seconded: President Alder/ Vote: Unanimous 

• Elections for USA Presidency  

o Mr. Lake read the responsibilities of the presidency and president. 

o Nominees included President Simons, President Alder, and President 

VanderToolen. A motion was made to close nominations by President Alder, 

seconded by President Simons, and unanimously voted upon. The board then 

decided to hear two minutes of presentation with questions to follow.  

o President Simons: I’m from SLCC and my pronouns are she/her. I am a non-

traditional student, and it was difficult to go back to school as I feared feeling a 

sense of belonging. I was proven wrong. I felt like I belonged, and I want all 

students to feel that way. I want to focus on two things: connections and 

collaboration. Building relations when we go through something hard or need 

advice. Once we have established those relationships, we can learn how to work 

together. I want us to all be able to use our unique perspectives to problem solve. 

This is my second year and I believe I have necessary experience.  

▪ President Rice: What would you like to accomplish this year that you 

didn’t this year.  

• President Simons: We missed out on building connections. We 

didn’t use each other as resources throughout the year like I feel 

like we could have.  

o President Alder: Please reference the paper I handed out for what I want to deliver 

on. I’m a very empathetic leader and I want to emphasize our voices with our 

initiatives. I recognize that we are busy with our schedules and timetables. I want 

to be realistic. I want to help lead our group. USU is present in almost all of our 

counties, so I understand the diverse needs of our state. I have time to dedicate to 

this organization. I’m very familiar with USHE and have worked with them 

before. We need to update the constitution, create a welcome packet for all 

students, and advocate against the 5.75% proposed student increase. The things I 

want to change in the constitution is update the portion about the budgets and 

stipends. Also, explore the need of the legislative vice president.  



o President VanderToolen: I want this group to contribute to things statewide. I 

want our students to benefit the whole state. I want to understand all your 

initiatives and work to move things to USHE and other state departments. I’ll 

keep you all in loop.  

▪ President Rice: What would you like to do to get the University of Utah 

back in the picture?  

• President VanderToolen: Getting our advisors more involved with 

USA and mend relationships with this group as well as UPSIL. I 

want to open communication channels.  

o President Simons and President Alder were the nominees and President Alder 

was ultimately voted to be the new USA President for the 2022-2023.  

o President Alder then went through the responsibilities of the Executive Vice 

President. President Simons and President Soto were the two nominees interested 

in the position. The representative filling in for President Soto, Mr. Bennett, spoke 

for President Soto.  

o Mr. Bennett: Lexi has hit the ground running. Lexi was one of the best senators 

last year, in my opinion. She is very dedicated. You can definitely rely on her. 

She is a business major and has that kind of experience.  

▪ President Rice: Why was she interested in this over the president?  

• Mr. Bennett: She wanted to focus on things at UVU.  

o President Simons: I want to emphasize that I support Clara. I would love to work 

with her. I have prior experience that I can bring along with the interests of our 

different campuses.  

▪ President VanderToolen: What were some of your favorite initiatives last 

year 

• President Simons: At my school, we got free period products. I 

wish we could have worked more with different campuses, 

particularly the ones that already finished that initiative.  

o The first initial vote was a tie. President Pollman was able to leave a meeting to 

hear the same presentations from the candidates and cast his vote. After a revote, 

President Simons was selected as the Executive Vice President.  

o President Alder then explained the responsibilities and duties of the Legislative 

Vice President. Mr. Bennett indicated that President Soto was interested in the 

position. President Simons nominated President VanderToolen who rejected the 

nomination. President Soto was voted on and approved as the Legislative Vice 

President.  

o The board unanimously approved closing the voting process with a motion from 

President VanderToolen and a second from Ms. Mortensen.  

• Budget and fees 

o Ms. Zimmerman explained the previous years budget and the carry-over into this 

year of $8,802.34.  

• Advisors meeting update 

o Ms. Zimmerman explained that an advisors meeting took place yesterday during 

the UPSIL conference. She explained that colleges used to pay fifteen cents per 

full-time equivalent that went into the commissioner’s office. That structure 

changed in 2013. Last year, USA collected five cents and all advisors felt 



comfortable keeping that. They want to update the constitution. Westerminster 

would like to have a seat at the table again. Advisors suggested looking at the 

financial needs, which included the stipends for the presidency, the student regent 

interviews, and UPSIL. It is suggested the other meetings be moved exclusively to 

a virtual option. Typically, initiatives don’t cost that much money. Advisors felt 

that if they did cost money, that it could be split up equally or the institution could 

simply pay for how the initiative is conducted on their campus. They would also 

like each institution to pay for their own dinners and meals while traveling for 

USA related business. That could also include private institutions being a part of 

the presidency if they are paying the same amount in fees.  

o A discussion was opened regarding the fee for the upcoming year. President Rice 

indicated that lowering the fee would put a burden on his institution. President 

VanderToolen expressed concern over the perception of the costs moving 

exclusively to the institutions.  

o President VanderToolen moved to table the discussion of setting a fee until 

September with a second from President Rice. The board unanimously approved.  

o A motion was made by President VanderToolen to amend the agenda to explain 

the updated USA Website, Ms. Mortensen seconded, and the board approved.  

• Website 

o Mr. Lake explained the updates to the website.  

• Constitution/House Rules  

o President Alder announced that the USA Presidency will bring a draft in a future 

meeting of the constitution and house rules in a future meeting. Suggestions are 

welcome.  

• USA Future Meetings  

▪ September 2, 2022 (Zoom) 

▪ October 7, 2022 (Zoom)  

▪ November 4, 2022 (In-Person, location TBD) 

▪ December 2, 2022 (Zoom) 

▪ January 6, 2023 (Zoom) 

▪ February 3, 2023 (Zoom) 

▪ April 13, 2023 (New President Training)  

▪ April 14, 2023 (Student Regent Interviews) 

o A discussion was opened on frequency of meeting in person. President Simons 

expressed her appreciation for the every-other meeting being in-person. President 

Rice said he would like to meet at least once more in-person before April.  

• UPSIL Presentation 

o President Alder explained that there will be a presentation tomorrow during the 

UPSIL conference introducing USA and Katie Mazzie.  

• Initiative’s Discussion  

o President VanderToolen expressed his desire to reduce his mental health 

professional sign-up time at his university. President Simons expressed her desire 

to advocate for undocumented students and become a support to them including 

prioritizing funding for them. President Alder discussed her desire to lobby the 

state to pay the full 5.75% increase for higher education rather than just three-

quarters of it and putting the remaining amount on institutions which would likely 



be paid through raising tuition. Mr. Bennett suggested working on making credits 

at institutions more transferrable to other institutions. The board decided to take 

the main initiative proposed and discuss those with institutional presidents and 

student councils to decide what was most important for each university. Those 

initiatives were to advocate for the state to pay the full 5.75%, focus on 

undocumented students in the state and how to best assist them, and mental health 

wait lists.  

• Campus Updates  

o President Rice said the campus community likes the new branding. They desire to 

make a big new impact with the new name. President VanderToolen expressed 

how his institution is trying to expand and improve. Ms. Mortensen said they are 

working on student involvement and marketing. President Baker is creating an 

app for student life. President Simons is wrapping up trainings for the year. Mr. 

Bennett is having a ribbon cutting ceremony for new dining on his campus. They 

are also working on cross-campus collaboration. President Alder discussed her 

statewide tour of all the USU campuses. President Rowley talked about how they 

have an interim president and no advisor. Snow is trying to get people back 

together post-covid. President Pollman discussed how his institution’s president 

search will conclude tomorrow. SUU is focusing on mental health.  

• Adjourn 

o President Simons made the motion, President VanderToolen seconded, and the 

vote was unanimous.  

 

 

Present: President Clara Alder, President Lindsay Simons, President Devon Rice, President 

Jackson Rowley, President Ethan Baker, President McKay Pollman, President Taylor 

VanderToolen, Mr. Keaton Bennett, Ms. Colette Mortensen, Mr. Timothy Davis. Ms. Linda 

Zimmerman. Mr. Dexton Lake 


