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One of the greatest joys that a person can experience is to know that they are loved in return 

by the one they love.  And one of the greatest sorrows is to know that the love they have for 

another is not returned.  That is true for us human beings and it is true for God as well.  To 

me that truth helps us to understand true devotion to the Sacred Heart.  When I was a 

seminarian studying theology I learned that God is a perfect being, complete in God's Self, 

that God doesn't need anything and is not effected by anything, that God does not change.   

But as I reflected on the scriptures, I saw that the God presented there does feel things and 

is affected by the actions of the persons God created, by us.  Furthermore, that is why Jesus 

became one of us so we could better understand God’s love for us and be moved to return 

that love. 

 We Priests of the Sacred Heart have that as a basic part of our spirituality, returning love to 

God who first loves us so much.  The word we use to express that concept is “reparation,” 

but that word in the English language causes some confusion about this core concept of our 

spiritualty.  It can make it sound as though we are trying to fix something that is broken.  

After the Second Vatican Council, all religious communities were asked to go back to the days 

of their foundation and recapture their original charism, the purpose for which they came into 

existence.  When we Priests of the Sacred Heart did that, we came to a new, deeper and 

more proper way of understanding the concept of reparation.  I want to share that with you, 

because making reparation is something that doesn’t belong just to us Priests of the Sacred 

Heart.  It is at the core of what being a Christian is all about.  Unfortunately we are stuck 

with the word “reparation” because there isn’t a word in the English language that more 



adequately expresses the concept.  That is why we SCJs are so blessed to have a new way of 

understanding and living a life of reparation that we can invite others to join us in practicing.  

As our Rule of Life in Constitution no. 23 puts it. “This is how we understand reparation:  

As a welcome of the Spirit 

As a response to Christ’s love for us 

As a communion in His love for the Father and 

As a collaboration in His work of redemption in the midst of the world. 

That is loaded, so let’s look more closely into it. 

The first thing that needs to happen is that we welcome the Spirit.  If making reparation is 

about returning love, then what needs to happen first is that we need to become aware 

that we are loved.  That is the work of the Spirit.  The Spirit wakes us up to the wonderful 

truth that God really loves us.  We might know that intellectually, but the Spirit is the One 

who moves that intellectual concept from our heads to our hearts and that makes all the 

difference in the world.  When we let ourselves be held in God’s tremendous love for us 

everything changes and we are moved to give back love to God who first loves us so much. 

 

That brings us to the second element of reparation: a response to Christ’s love for us.   The 

way we best know God’s love for us is that it became incarnate in Jesus.  All through 

salvation history God has been saying to us:  I LOVE YOU.  God’s I LOVE YOU took flesh and 

dwelt among us in Jesus.  So having become aware of God’s love for us through the 

welcoming of the Spirit we return love to Jesus through whom we best experience God’s love.  

In our scripture readings for today we have at least two marvelous expressions of Jesus’s love 

for us.  In the letter to the Romans, Paul tells us a person might find it within themselves that 



they would be willing to die for a good person, but what blows us away (my words, not 

Paul’s) is that while we were still sinners, Jesus gave His life for us.  The parable of the lost 

sheep in the gospel brings home that truth to us in another profound way.  What the parable 

illustrates is that Jesus has a unique love for each one of us.  He doesn’t want a single one 

of us to be lost.  He would have been willing to go through all of His agony and suffering and 

dying if only ONE of us needed that.  That is how much God loves us and how powerfully 

Jesus expresses that love for us in his life, death and resurrection. 

 

Once filled with God’s Spirit and responding to Jesus’s love for us, we take the next step.  We, 

on our own, can never adequately return love to God who first loves us.  Therefore we join 

with Jesus who came into this world to give back to God the love God deserves and so 

desires from us human beings.  The best way we can give our love to God is by uniting our 

love for God to Jesus’ love for God because Jesus perfectly returns love to our God who so 

loves us. 

 

But there is more.  We don’t want this wonderful returning of love to God to stop with Jesus 

and with you and me, so we take the next step.  We spread the word, the good news.  We 

cooperate with Jesus in His work of redemption in the midst of the world.   Once we have 

been blessed with becoming aware of God’s love for us, in whatever situation or circumstance 

of life that we find ourselves, we try to help others become aware of God’s love for them so 

that they too would want to give God the joy of receiving their love as well.  We endeavor to 

let God’s love for people take flesh in us, as it did in Jesus, and we try to let people feel God’s 

love for them by our love for them, especially the poor and those marginalized in any way, so 



that they too would be moved to return love to God. 

 

We have gathered today to celebrate and honor the love God for us, that love which became 

incarnate in Jesus and is symbolized by His pierced Heart.  The best way we can continue to 

honor the heart of Christ and practice devotion to the Sacred Heart is to live what it really 

means to make reparation.  We ask God to help us keep our hearts open to welcome the Holy 

Spirit who awakens us to God’s love for us as we see it in Jesus so that we be moved to 

return that love.  May we unite ourselves with Jesus in returning love to our God and 

cooperate with Jesus in his work of moving others to join in retuning love to God which is 

manifested by a genuine love for one another.  May God be with us and bless our endeavors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


