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June 25, 2019 
 
 

From the Heart of Jesus, opened on the cross, human beings are reborn 
in heart, enlivened by the Spirit, and united with their brothers 

and sisters in the community of charity which is the Church  
(cf Etudes sur le Sacré-Coeur, I, p. 114). SCJ Constitutions #2.3 

 
Dear Brothers, 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I hope that each of us will 
take some time to reflect on our vocation as Priests of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  It was good to see so 
many of you during the Province Assembly.  I think we were especially blessed to spend some time with 
our former members and seminarians.  I once again thank members of the planning committee for their 
willingness to serve the province. 
 
Recently, we received two letters from the Superior General and his Council.  The first is the 
Programmatic Letter 2018-2014, His way is our way. The second, “Please, look at my son” (Lk 9, 38) is 
the letter for the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. If you have not yet done so, I encourage you to 
read them. 
 
As you all are well aware, this past year has been a challenging one for me.  It was on July 3, 2018, that I 
had my first surgery on my right foot.  Since then there have been four more including a transmetatarsal 
amputation on August 20, 2018.  Diabetes is a serious illness that affects many of us in the province and 
congregation. It is now estimated that more than 100 million Americans live with the disease.  Diabetes 
remains the seventh leading cause of death in the United States.  
 
Yesterday I saw my surgeon and the physician’s assistant.  There was good news and bad news. The good 
news is that the right foot continues to heal, and I no longer need the Wound Vac that has been a part of 
me since February 11, 2019. The bad news is that the doctors have determined that another surgery is 
necessary to remove the big toe on my left foot. I will enter the hospital on July 11th with surgery 
scheduled for Friday, July 12th. I will be in the hospital for a week or so, and the healing is expected to 
take approximately six weeks. 
 
I thank you all for your understanding and I once again ask for your continued prayers.  This is not how I 
expected to spend my second term as provincial superior.  I humbly appreciate your prayers and support.  
 
Be assured of my thoughts and prayers for each of you. Happy Feast Day. 
 
Fraternally, 

 
Ed Kilianski, SCJ   
Provincial Superior 


