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September 26, 2018 
 
Dear Brothers, 

Catholics Care. Catholics Vote. 

"We need to participate for the common good. Sometimes we hear: a good Catholic is not interested in 
politics. This is not true: good Catholics immerse themselves in politics by offering the best of themselves 

so that the leader can govern." 
- Pope Francis, 9/16/13 

In less than six weeks our nation will head to the polls to elect new representatives in all levels of our 
government. I would like to bring your attention to two resources that I find very useful for one’s personal 
reflection and for our pastors of parishes to consider using with their parishioners. 
 
The first is available from the USCCB. “The Catholic bishops of the United States are pleased to offer 
once again to the Catholic faithful Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship* (available in Spanish 
and English), our teaching document on the political responsibility of Catholics. This statement represents 
our guidance for Catholics in the exercise of their rights and duties as participants in our democracy. We 
urge our pastors, lay and religious faithful, and all people of good will to use this statement to help form 
their consciences; to teach those entrusted to their care; to contribute to civil and respectful public 
dialogue; and to shape political choices in the coming election in light of Catholic teaching. The statement 
lifts up our dual heritage as both faithful Catholics and as American citizens with rights and duties as 
participants in the civil order. On the USCCB website many printable resources are available for parish 
and personal reflection (www.usccb.org). 
 
The second document was recently sent out by The Conference of Major Superiors of Men (CMSM): “A 
Call to Holiness: A 2018 Guide for Voters.” This guide was created for prayerful reflection by several 
Catholic Organizations.  After carefully reading it, I think it follows the values of Father Dehon and the 
social teachings of the church.  I am including it as an attachment (PDF) for your prayerful consideration.   
 
Let us also pray for our nation during these turbulent times in our country.  May peace prevail in our land 
and in our communities no matter the outcome of our elections.  The most important aspect, I believe, is 
our participation in the process. If you are able, please get out and vote. 
 
Fraternally in the Heart of Christ, 
 

 
 
Ed Kilianski, SCJ 
Provincial Superior 
 
* www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title.cfm 
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