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May 16, 2021                                                Ascension of Our Lord 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Please review some of 
our guidelines below. 
 

Masks must be worn. We have some available to take if you 
don’t have one. Some are cloth masks and can be taken home to 
wash and reuse. There are also disposable masks. 
 
Please do not congregate in the Narthex (entrance area) either as 
you arrive or leave.   
 
To minimize direct contact, we will use the outside aisles only for 
entry and exit. The center aisle will be used for communion, 
special needs, or emergency exit. 
 
Ushers will fill the pews from the front to the back of the church 
and dismiss from the back to the front. Please follow their 
directions. We are sorry everyone cannot have their usual seat. 
 
NOTE: We can now sing the hymns and speak the 
congregational responses behind our masks. Annette Slater will 
lead the hymns. The service will be recorded and published to 
the website. We are now live streaming the service on our 
church website, www.firststjohn.com    
 
Elders will wear gloves. You can get a bulletin at the check-in 
table when you walk in. Please do not leave your bulletin in the 
pew when you exit; take it home or put it in the recycling bin at 
the front door. 
 
There is a small wooden church just to the right of the main door 
when you come in. It has a slot for your offering.  
 

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take the left set of steps down. The ladies room is at one end of 
the hallway, and the men’s room is at the other. Return to the 
Narthex using the opposite set of stairs. Please, one person only in 
the restroom area.  
 
Diaper Changing: A diaper changing table is available in the ladies 
restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for flowers for a Sunday, please 
call the church office during the week to check on availability.  
 



 

3 

ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:15 am 
 
Prelude                                                                                 Dr. Pattin 
Ringing of the Bell            

  
Opening Song          “Rejoice, for Christ is King!”                   No. 430
                 (led by Annette)  
 

Holy Baptism                                                                    See Insert 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the 

heavens and in your presence intercedes for us. Receive us and 
our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into 
your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

 

Announcements 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 
Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises the disciples’ missionary work will 
spread out from Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book 
of Acts. 
 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from 
the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom 
of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but 
to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have 
heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
 6So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7He replied, "It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 
8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth." 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, 
and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were 
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 
11They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven." 
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Reader: Word of God. Word of life.    
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 47 
God has gone up with a shout. (Ps. 47:5) 
 
Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
shout to God with a cry of joy. 
 2For the LORD Most High is to be feared; 
 he is the great king over all the earth. 
3He subdues the peoples under us, 
and the nations under our feet. 
 4He chooses our inheritance for us, 
 the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
5God has gone up with a shout, 
the LORD with the sound of the ram's horn. 
 6Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
 sing praises to our king, sing praises.  
7For God is King of all the earth; 
sing praises with all your skill. 
 8God reigns over the nations; 
 God sits upon his holy throne. 
9The nobles of the peoples have gathered together 
with the people of the God of Abraham. 
 10The rulers of the earth belong to God, 
 and he is highly exalted.  
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 
After giving thanks for the faith of the Ephesians, Paul prays they might also see the 
power of God, who in the ascension has now enthroned Christ as head of the church, 
his body. 
 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in 
my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope 
to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this 
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 
his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has 
made him the head over all things for the church,23which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation (led by Annette) 
 

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 

        Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Luke Chapter 24. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53 
At the time of his ascension, Jesus leaves the disciples with the promise of the Holy Spirit 
and an instruction that they should await the Spirit's descent. 
 
[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] "These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." 45Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that 
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am 
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on high." 
 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was 
carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

 

SERMON                                                                            Pastor Rayl  
Sermon Hymn                  “My Lord of Light”                            No. 832
                     (led by Annette)  
 

 

 (Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Offering (As you exit, please place your offering in the wooden 
church in the Narthex if you have not already done so.) 
 
Musical Offertory                                                          Dr. Pattin 
 
Offering Prayer 
P:  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to 

your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with 
us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer  
P:  Hear us, O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
P:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and 

to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, (☩) Son, 
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
Dismissal 
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P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Closing Hymn               “Lift High the Cross”                           No. 660 
                   (led by Annette) 
 
Postlude                                                                               Dr. Pattin  

 
 

**** 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
ELDERS 
Ben Hodges, Matt Miller 
 
HYMN LEADER 
Annette Slater 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Beth Hugueley 
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Why the Ascension Matters 
Excerpted from Christianity Today, 8/20/13 

 
The ascension had a profound impact on the disciples. Up to the 
moment Jesus ascended to heaven, the disciples seemed to be 
puzzled, trying to figure it all out. But after the ascension, they 
worshiped Him. They went back to Jerusalem with great joy. 
They maintained a regular presence in the temple—worshiping 
God. 

At first, the disciples' reaction to Jesus' ascension may 
catch us off guard. Jesus had just "left them." And yet they were 
happy—filled with joy. Why this reaction? After all, when Jesus 
told them earlier that He would soon leave them, they were 
deeply disturbed. 

Thus, He encouraged them by teaching them about the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit. He kept them from the brink of utter 
despair by saying that they were not losing Him, but that He 
would be with them in a different way through His Spirit.  

The ascension of Jesus produced joy because the disciples 
realized what amazing benefits would come to them when Jesus 
returned to the Father. When Jesus ascended, all the promises 
regarding the Spirit's ministry to the disciples were about to be 
fulfilled. The disciples accepted His ascension, for they had 
accepted Jesus' word about the promised One to come. Their 
doubts and fears were gone. They were convinced of who He 
was. They knew that He died to forgive them of their sins. They 
knew He was alive from the dead. In His resurrection, they had 
hope in victory over death. 

Joy, hope, and mission are three consistent responses of the 
disciples to Christ's resurrection and ascension. In light of these 
two great events, we see the disciples transformed and mobilized 
to follow Jesus on His mission. And we can go forward with 
hope and joy because the King of the universe promises He will 
never leave or forsake us. If we want to experience greater 
transformation and the joy of following Jesus on mission, we 
should build our confidence on the finished and sufficient work 
of Jesus Christ.                     


