
June, 2015 Santa Monica Amateur 

Astronomy Club 

The Observer 
JUNE MEETING—OUR DATE 

HAS CHANGED! 

Our June meeting will be Friday, June 19, at 

7:30 pm—the THIRD Friday of the month.  

We’ve had to move it back a week because of a 

schedule conflict at our meeting site.  We’ll be 

back to the second Friday next month, our 

usual date.  

JUNE SPEAKER:   

Jim Bartlett, our resident rocket scientist, will 

enlighten us with a talk titled 

“THE PLANETARY SCIENCE OF 

PLUTO” 

Planet, dwarf planet, realm of ice—whatever 

your name for this distant world, it is coming 

into focus at last!  Join us for this timely talk as 

we anticipate the great encounter. 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Pluto, eclipses, 

club events  and 

more… 

 
 

OUR MEETING 

SITE: 

Wildwood School 

11811 Olympic Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 

90064 

Free parking in gar-

age, SE corner of 

Mississippi 

&Westgate. 



ASTRONOMY EVENTS AND NOTES ABOUT TOWN: 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

July 10—TimThompson (JPL, Mt. Wilson) 

“Multi-wavelength Astronomy—Ending the 

Tyranny of the Eye!” 

August 14—TBA 

September 11—Deborah Vane (JPL) 

“Earth Climate Observations From Space” 

MT. WILSON SOLAR VIEWING AND TOURS 

Thanks to a generous donation from Lunt Telescopes, the Mt. Wilson Observa-

tory now has free solar viewing through a 100mm H-alpha scope every (sunny) 

Saturday and Sunday, 2pm to 4pm.  Club member Jed Laderman will be host-

ing the viewing on Saturday, June 27.  The Observatory also offers public walk-

ing tours every Saturday and Sunday at 1:00 pm.  The charge is $10 per per-

son; we’ll be arranging a special walking tour for our club soon.  The Cosmic 

Café is also open on the weekends.  See the Mt. Wilson Observatory website, 

mtwilson.edu for more details. 

CARNEGIE OBSERVATORY TALKS 

The Carnegie Observatory lecture series is now viewable on You Tube, for 

those of you who missed the actual talks.   

JET PROPULSION LABORATORY TALK 

“Discovery at Mars”  Thursday, July 16, Von Karman Auditorium, 7pm 

Repeated at Pasadena Community College the following day.  See JPL website. 
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TOTALITY RETURNS TO NORTH AMERICA! 

August 21, 2017—At long last, the long “eclipse drought” ends for 

those of us who haven’t chased the path of the moon’s umbral 

shadow to Easter Island, Indonesia or Antarctica.  After a protract-

ed absence, totality will return to the United States.  We’ll still have 

to leave California if we want to see more than just a partial eclipse.  

As usual, there is a tradeoff between greatest eclipse, greatest 

eclipse duration (marked) and best weather chances.  Of course, 

some eclipse goers will have a favorite scenic site along the 70 mile-

wide path.  The reward—3 minutes of glorious solar corona. 

Eclipse tip: It pays to be mobile!  Your chances of seeing the event 

are greatly increased if you can chase the clear patches on the day 

of the eclipse.  One more tip: If you’re planning to book a room, do 

it now.  Many places are already filled.  Search for Fred Espenek/

NASA/GSFC for details.  (Now, about that other drought…) 

 

 

FOR MORE INFOR-

MATION: 

The full eclipse bul-

letin can be pur-

chased online at: 

 

http://

astropixels.com/

pubs/

TSE2017.html 

 

 

 

Note: Minutes of 

future organiza-

tional meetings 

(TBA) will be fea-

tured in future is-

sues.  Watch this 

space! 

Path of August 21 Total Solar Eclipse 
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Robert with solar tele-

scope at Caltech for 

the  I C Ceres event.  A 

great success, the 

event was organized by 

Joe Wise, our host at 

Wildwood.  Great pan-

el, great exhibits—the 

only thing missing was 

the sun... 

Long-time 

club member  

Mike Clem-

ents (left) 

and Dave 

Yantis (right, 

front) at Big 

Bear.  Mike 

has built the 

world’s larg-

est amateur 

telescope—

over 70” ap-

erture, in 

Utah, his 

current 

home. 

OUR CLUB 

MEMBERS,    

ON THE GO! 

 

Everyone 

welcome! 
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Robert with friend Dennis Young, who 

showed us how to assemble an off-axis refrac-

tor, at the Riverside Telescope Makers Con-

ference, Big Bear. 

BELOW LEFT AND 

RIGHT: 

Club members meet 

Freeman Dyson at 

Caltech 

 

Mona, Don, Lynne, 

Jed and Robert at JPL 

open house. 

 

 

Club banquet, 

Billingsley’s.  Fran 

Longmire, front left 

 

 

Robert, Mimi and An-

drea  



YOUR LOGO HERE 

Cassini images Hyperion! 

The Cassini spacecraft has obtained new images of 

Saturn’s “Sponge Bob Moon” Hyperion.  Undoubt-

edly one of the most unusual Solar System bodies 

in appearance, Hyperion has such a low density 

that craters take on these bizarre shapes.  Impacts 

usually gouge out “transient craters”, which are 

immediately reshaped by shock waves, as compres-

sive forces reverberate through the solid body.  

With lots of empty space inside, Hyperion may 

suppress these shock waves—craters here are more 

strictly the result of excavation and ejection of ma-

terial.  Undoubtedly, we have more to learn about 

this strange world. 

Mars, the bright dot at the upper left, is 

passing behind the sun  this month.  Con-

junction was on June 14.  Around this 

time, Mars is at its most distant (2.57 au) 

and smallest apparent size (3.6”). 

Venus and Jupiter shine in the western 
sky after sunset, with Venus the brighter 
and lower of the two. They are currently 
moving toward a spectacular conjunction 
on June 30. 

The ringed planet, Saturn, is to the east, 

in Libra the Scales, and is highest and due 

south at about 11:15 p.m.  It shines at the 

edge of the claws of Scorpius. 

Can it be?  A canal on Pluto?  Of course, even nitro-

gen turns to frost on this  frozen world.  By the time 

of our June 19 meeting—and our Pluto talk—we 

should start to see more surface detail from this 

long-awaited encounter.  The moons are mysteri-

ous, too—why do they have such different colors if 

they were all formed from the same impact?  They 

seem to be tidally locked, not to Pluto, but to the 

system’s center of mass!  Exploration beckons!  

Please don’t forget to join us for the meeting at 

Wildwood School, as this remote world emerges. 


