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Masthead

Over The Edge is the University 
of Northern British Columbia’s 
independent student newspaper. Our 
office is located on the third floor of 
the NUSC building in room 6-350. We 
are an equal opportunity publication 
which represents students in the 
UNBC and Prince George community. 
Our publication supports student 
writing by welcoming news, arts, 
sports, culture and opinion articles, 
as well as photography, comics, and 
creative writing submissions. 

Every year, we provide employment 
as editors, designers, and managers to 
students with a passion for journalism 
and are always looking for motivated 
individuals to work and volunteer in 
our collaborative environment. Over 
The Edge offers competitive advertising 
rates for space in our print publication 
as well as online.

Support is always needed and no 
experience is required; help make Over 

The Edge better. We want to hear from 
you! Call us at 250-960-5633, tweet us 
@overtheedgeunbc, email us at over.
the.edge.unbc@gmail.com and be 
sure to like us on Facebook. For more 
information, please visit our website 
www.overtheedgenewspaper.ca.

Next deadline:  
February 27, 2019

Over The Edge
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W
elcome back to UNBC!

Hope you all had a great summer, 
which I think it was very short.

For new students, we hope you 
enjoyed  the orientation activities, 
and  hope you began to discover 
the warm, receptive community at 
UNBC. This issue of Over The Edge 
is dedicated to those looking for a 
more personalized description of 

fun and helpful resources on 
campus. We’ve also included 
a map of the university 
to help you find your way 

(and us!), as well as other 
orientation events happening 

throughout September to 
continue connecting. 

Our upcoming issues will return 
to our usual reporting on the 
goings-on of UNBC and the wider 
Prince George area that returning 
students will recognize. Over 
The Edge is your independent 
student newspaper, established 
in 1994. Our team is dedicated to 
serving students to the best of 
our ability. If you’re interested in 
getting involved, we are always 
looking for written contributions 

from students in a variety of 
styles, as well as photography 
and visual art. And we pay you! 
More details are available at 
overtheedgenewspaper.ca or 
you can email questions and 
contributions to over.the.edge.
unbc@gmail.com. So don’t be shy, 
have your voice heard, leave your 
mark, and make your university 
community all that it can be!
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School is back for the semester, 
and we are all returning with 

varying degrees of excitement to 
our classes and extracurriculars. 
As calendars go up, agendas are 
written, and assignments become 
a part of our daily routines, we 
must also recognize the shift 
that is happening with students 
around the world. If you have 
looked at the news in practically 
any form of media lately, you 
might have heard about the 
global stirrings regarding climate 
strike. You may have seen the 
image of an unsmiling young girl, 
perhaps with the headline “Greta 
Thunberg wows the UN” or “Our 
kids are part of our history.” Once 
you begin to notice these wishes 
for a cleaner, greener Earth, you 
start to see the urgency behind 
their pleas. The Climate Strike of 
2019 is not just a trend for those 
hoping to become involved in 
political distress. September 20th 
was just the kick-off for a series of 
events hoping to do several things. 
First, to raise awareness regarding 
the current situation of our global 
climate and environmental issues. 
Second, to tell the public that it is 
not too late to do something about 
our situation. Third, to create a 
movement that encourages people 
to change the way they think about 
climate change and ensure that 
the public is aware of our climate 
needs (Jones 2019 https://www.
ctvnews.ca/canada/what-you-
need-to-know-about-the-climate-
strikes-across-canada-1.4612061).

As students of British Columbia’s 
green university, what do we 
do with this information? We 
are surrounded by students 
in Canadian elementary and 
secondary schools that are either 
striking as part of this change or 
have no idea that this movement 

is happening. As post-secondary 
students whose hopes and dreams 
(or most of them) are for a better 
planet, what does the imminent 
danger of a dying planet do to our 
personal philosophies? How do 
we develop a connection between 
our academic selves and our 
responsibilities as global citizens?

Often, we look to our professors 
and our administration as 
examples to model the way we 
should think and interact with our 
academic world. It is important 
that we remember, however, that 
though no university-wide motion 
has been set forth to join the 
Canadian climate strike, there are 
other places to look for examples. 
Our Students for a Green 
University (SGU) have produced 
reading materials and events that 
connect with this week’s climate 
strike focus, inviting students 
to come join them at strikes and 
protests in the community. Many 
professors have discussed their 
feelings regarding the strike 
openly, some choose not to talk 
about it at all.

Looking away from our university, 
we see sixteen-year old Greta 
Thunberg delivering a message to 
the United Nations regarding the 
countries who have created the 
most pollution on a global scale. 
This week, in Montreal, Greta 
spoke to Canadian citizens about 
the tens of thousands of people 
who have begun following this 
climate movement.

The Globe and Mail covered 
Thunberg’s speech, saying the 
following:

“Swedish climate activist Greta 
Thunberg says it’s moving to see 
so many people united “for one 
common cause.”

Ms. Thunberg spoke at a rally in 
Montreal and is expected to take 
part in a march there at noon.

She also met with Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau in Montreal, where 
she said she delivered the same 
message that she gives to all 
politicians – that he needs to listen 
to the science and act on it.

She said the Prime Minister has 
a lot of responsibility and is 
“obviously not doing enough,” 
but also stressed she’s focused on 
the bigger picture rather than the 
actions of any single leader.

Across Canada, thousands are 
hitting the streets demanding 
“widespread, systemic change” to 
halt the scary impact of a warming 
planet.”

As we begin our schooling for 
the year, regardless of program, 
department, or year of study, we 
should all be aware of the global 
shift. It is time to self-reflect and 
decide for ourselves: who am I? 
How do I feel about the status of 
our planet? How are my actions 
related to the well-being of the 
planet?

Our Kids are a Part 
of History

Melanie Bellwood
News Director

If you’re reading this, it means 
you’ve successfully discovered 

the very first issue of Over the 
Edge! If you’ve never heard of 
us, Over the Edge is not a suicide 
intervention group but instead 
a student society that strives to 
be a source of news, information, 
and entertainment for the UNBC 
community. Over the Edge is a 
newspaper run almost entirely by 
students, for students. We feature 
all kinds of news, ranging from 
local events all the way up to the 
biggest global issues. If you have 
ever had an interest in journalism 
or wanted to showcase a topic that 
you’re passionate about, Over the 
Edge is the newspaper for you. We 
will pay you for your submissions 
that we publish in our issues.

If you have an interest in journalism, 
consider joining out team. We 
have various opportunities 
for paid employment. This is a 
unique opportunity for students 
to gain invaluable journalism and 
editorial experiences as well as 
training opportunities.

No previous experience is required 
to work with or contribute for Over 
the Edge. We are here to work with 
you and develop your skills, all you 
need to bring is a willingness to 
learn. If you have any questions or 
concerns regarding Over the Edge, 
please feel free to stop by our 
office or send us an email.

On behalf of Over the Edge we 
would like to welcome all new 
and returning students to UNBC 
for another great year. We look 
forward to hearing from you and 
best of luck this year.

Letter from the 
Board of Directors
James Eckstein
Chairperson, OTE
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Why young people are so 
apathetic about government 

elections, I don’t know. What I 
do know is that youth aged 18 to 
24 form twenty percent of the 
population, yet only fifty percent 
of these individuals actually turn 
out to vote. I understand that first 
past the post is not the best form of 
elected democratic government, 
but that will not change unless you 
ask for the change and make your 
voice heard.

I hear cries from our youth that 
the government does not do 
enough for the environment, yet 
they stubbornly refuse to get out 
and make their voices heard when 
it counts most. 

I hear loud complaints from 
students that education is 

unaffordable, yet hold their vote 
to themselves and then complain 
about the government not helping 
them.

Voter turnout for the past two 
elections has been the highest in 
recent memory, with 2011 and 
2015 at 66% and 68% respectively 
for the general population, except 
for the youth which remains 
around 50%. The largest turnout 
overall are those over the age of 
55; even though they form less 
than 15% of the population, close 
to 75% of these individuals have 
voted in the last two elections.

You are a force to be reckoned 
with, but the only way to do that 
is to take the time out of your busy 
schedule of class work and essays 
and tests and jobs and participate 

in the democratic process.

You have choices to make. Not 
your parents’ choice, nor your 
best friends’ choice, but yours and 
yours only. Vote conscientiously. 
I am not going to tell you who to 
vote for but to urge you to make 
certain you know who you are 
voting for. A sheep or a lion, a 
party line tower or a leader, all 
with valid points. Make sure they 
align with your views, thoughts 
and desires for a future that 
is yours, not theirs, and not of 
corporate needs or profits.

At this time of turmoil where 
your future, and the future of 
this planet is decided by your 
politicians, it is important to make 
your voice heard.

Please join me and take the time 

to make our world a better place 
to live in. Get involved and vote 
on October 21. UNBC students 
looking to vote have a few choices; 
voting at their regular place if 
they live in Prince George, voting 
at an out-of-town booth for their 
electoral area, or using a mail-in 
ballot. The mail-in ballot might be 
the most convenient for students 
from outside Prince George 
wanting to vote for candidates 
from their riding, and one can 
be requested online at https://
www.elect ions .ca/content2 .
aspx?section=svr&document= 
index&lang=e. The application 
must be completed before October 
15, and the ballot must be mailed 
with enough time to reach Ottawa 
by October 21, so apply as soon as 
possible.

Youth Votes Count
Denis Gendron
Contributor
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With the federal election upon 
us, it’s time to provide a 

brief recap on how the Canadian 
electoral system works. Canada 
operates under a single member 
plurality system, otherwise known 
as a first past the post system. 
Under this system, Canada is 
divided into a number of electoral 
districts that we typically call 
ridings. This year’s election will 
feature 338 ridings, which attempt 
to have roughly equal populations. 
The candidate in each riding 
who obtains the most votes is 
elected and becomes a Member of 
Parliament for that riding. Federal 
elections have always proceeded 
under this system. However, the 
single member plurality system 
creates an imbalance between 
political parties’ share of the 
popular vote with their overall 
representation in our political 
system and especially with the 
number of candidates they are 
able to elect.

Using the data available from 
current election polls, we can see 
a divergence between vote courts 
and seat shares. Using the data 
and regional polling averages 
from the CBC tracking website for 
September 20th, we can see that 
the Too Close To Call website’s 
seat projector estimates that the 
Liberal Party will end the election 
with 161 seats, the Conservatives 
will have 138, 23 New Democrats 
will be elected, there will be 11 
Members of Parliament for the Bloc 
Quebecois, 4 Green Party Members 
of Parliament would be elected, 
as would an independent with no 
political party. The People’s Party 
and other smaller parties would 
not be expected to elect candidates 
with those polling averages. These 
seat projections occurred despite 
the fact that the Conservative 
Party leads the popular vote, with 
a current national average of 34.7 
percent, compared to the Liberals’ 

34.1 percent.

This occurs because of how these 
parties’ votes are divided. The 
Conservatives have a lead in the 
overall popular vote because of 
their significant support and 
dominance in Alberta, where they 
are currently projected to win sixty 
percent of the vote. Their closest 
competitors in the province, the 
Liberal Party are forty percentage 
points behind them with twenty 
percent support. This means that 
many of the Conservatives’ votes 
are wasted, since those extra votes 
do not translate into additional 
seats for the party. In fact, the 
projection currently indicates that 
the Conservatives will win 32 of 
Alberta’s 34 seats.

In contrast, the Liberal Party has 
far fewer wasted votes, especially 
in Ontario and Quebec, where 
most voters live and thus have 
the most seats. The Liberals lead 
in Quebec with 37.2 percent, with 
the Conservatives at 21.8 and the 
Bloc Quebecois at 19.6 percent. In 
Quebec, the Liberal Party vote is 
spread quite uniformly across the 
province, which allows them to 
win a large number of seats with 
less than a majority of the vote. 
The Conservatives, on the other 
hand, have their vote concentrated 
in only a single region of Quebec. 
This allows them to win seats in 
that area, but reduces their ability 
to compete in the rest of the 
province. The Bloc Quebecois vote 
is also relatively uniform outside 
of Montreal, but since their vote 
is lower than the Liberals’ vote 
share, it does not allow them 
to capitalize on their popular 
support in a meaningful way for 
the purpose of electing candidates 
in a single member plurality 
system. With those current vote 
shares in Quebec, the Liberals are 
projected to win fifty-three of 
Quebec’s seventy-eight seats. The 
Conservatives would win thirteen, 

while the Bloc would win eleven. 
One New Democrat would be 
elected, despite them receiving 
ten percent of the popular vote in 
the province.

Critics of the current electoral 
system suggest that this is 
unfair to voters from smaller 
parties, whose support may be 
too spread to effectively elect 
candidates from their party and 
thus those parties’ supporters 
would lose the representation 
they want in Parliament. Smaller 
parties, particularly the New 
Democrats and the Greens, have 
long advocated for a form of 
proportional representation 
where the number of seats a party 
obtains is directly related to their 
share of the popular vote, which 
those critics say would be more 
fair and a closer representation of 
what voters actually want.

A second critique of the single 
member plurality system is that 
it creates what are called false 
majorities, where a political party 
is able to obtain a majority of seats 
in Parliament with far less than 
majority support in the country. 
Because a Parliamentary majority 
allows a political party to act 
without compromising with any 
of the other parties, critics believe 
that majority governments should 
not be created with less than a 
majority of the vote. As we saw in 
our September 20th example, the 
Liberal Party is projected to only 
be nine seats away from a majority 
government, despite only being 
projected to earn one-third of the 
vote. That result would mean the 
other two-thirds of the country 
has no effective power in our 
political system.

Despite that, there are benefits 
to the single member plurality 
system. By dividing Canada 
into ridings, all Canadians 
are guaranteed to have one 

representative in Parliament that 
they can voice their concerns to. 
This local representation is often 
important, as those local Members 
of Parliament can bring forward 
their unique understanding of 
problems that may be affecting 
that part of Canada that are 
not a concern in other parts of 
Canada. Members of Parliament 
for Prince George, for example, 
are better aware of problems 
relating to forestry than Members 
of Parliament from Fort McMurray 
would be.

The single member plurality 
system also makes it very easy for 
people to understand who won the 
election. The counting of votes in 
each riding can be done quickly, 
and those reported numbers can 
allow citizens to determine which 
party has the most seats, and 
whether they are able to govern 
with a majority in Parliament 
or not. This helps maintain the 
stability of the electoral system 
and ensure short transitions from 
one government to the next.

How Canada’s Electoral System Works
Trevor Ritchie

Contributor
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With the election weeks away, 
I hope that every Canadian 

is thinking about who they will be 
voting for. The 2015 election had 
good voter turnout – 68.5%, but 
there is no doubt that it could be 
better. It is important that people 
not think that their vote doesn’t 
matter – every vote counts, even 
if the person you are voting for 

has little chance of being voted 
in. Your vote allows leaders from 
across the country understand 
what people are thinking, what 
their attitudes are and what issues 
are important to them.

There are people around the world 
who dream of voting in an election; 
do not waste this opportunity and 

privilege. Make sure that you are 
registered to vote at elections.
ca. Take the time out of your day 
either during the Thanksgiving 
long weekend for advanced polling 
or on October 21st (election day!) 
to cast your ballot. If you happen 
to be from out of town, you will 
need to perform the necessary 
steps online to either update your 

address to vote in a Prince George 
riding, or to mail your ballot to 
your riding back home.

You may however be wondering 
though, what are the options 
available? Below is a breakdown 
of the different candidates for the 
two Prince George ridings. (Make 
sure you know your riding!)

So, Who Will You Be Voting For?
Lila Mansour
Writer

Conservative Party
 
Todd Doherty

Current MP for the riding. His 
website is todddoherty.ca.

New Democratic Party

Heather Sapergia

Long-time Prince George’s 
residents. No website as 
of September 28th.

Cariboo-Prince George Candidates

Liberal Party

Tracy Calogheros

Running for the second time in 
a row in this riding. Exploration 
Place CEO since 2003. Her website 
is tracycalogheros.liberal.ca.

Green Party

Mackenzie Kerr

UNBC Forestry student and 
longtime 4-H volunteer. Her 
website is mackenziekerr.ca.
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People’s Party of Canada

Jing Lan Yang

Teacher that immigrated 
to Canada 17 years ago. No 
website as of September 28th.

Conservative Party

Bob Zimmer

Current MP for the riding. 
His website is pgprnr.ca.

National Citizens Alliance

Darren Ethier

Unable to find adequate 
information.

New Democratic Party

Marcia Luccock

Announced September 26th. No 
website as of September 28th.

Liberal Party

Mavis Erickson

Twice-elected Carrier 
Sekani Tribal Chief and First 
Nations lawyer. No website 
as of September 28th.

Green Party

Catherine Kendall                

Working in community 
development in PG for the 
past 20 years. No website 
as of September 28th.

Prince George-Peace River-Northern Rockies Candidates
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People’s Party of Canada

Ron Vaillant

Resident of Lacombe, Alberta 
and journeyman carpenter 
and pipefitter. No website 
as of September 28th.

Rhinoceros

Jacob “Turkman” 
Stokes

Unable to find adequate 
information.

Each of the parties has varying 
plans for the future of Canada. 
Here are some of the key stances 
of the main political parties (CBC).

 

Carbon Tax
 

- Liberals plan to slowly increase 
the carbon tax over the next 5 
years (“minimum carbon price of 
$20 per tonne this year, increasing 
$10 a year to $50 by 2022”).

- The Conservatives would get rid 
of the carbon tax and let provinces 
choose for themselves if they want 
to tax carbon.

- NDP support the carbon tax 
but want to target those who are 
polluting the most (those who 
produce the most emissions to 
“have the most burden”).

- Greens will continue to support 
the tax on carbon but cite that it is 
simply not enough.

- People’s Party does not support 
the carbon tax and encourages 
the provinces to create their own 
programs “if they want to.”

 

Child Care
 

- Liberals plan to increase the 
benefits provided by the Canada 
Child Benefit. They also are 
promising 250,000 new childcare 
spaces.

- Conservatives plan to keep the 
current Liberal incentives and 

increase social transfer payments 
by about three percent every year. 
They plan to make Employment 
Insurance benefits for new parents 
tax-free

- The NDP promises to invest $1 
billion in affordable, not-for-profit 
health care and increase that 
amount annually.

- The Greens want to create a 
universal child care program with 
an emphasis on creating child care 
spaces in the workplace.

 

Climate Change
 

- The Liberals plan to phase out 
coal and pledge net-zero emissions 
by 2050. They are working to ban 
single use plastics and plant 2 
billion trees over the next 10 years.

- Conservatives plan to meet 
the Paris agreement but plan to 
get rid of the carbon tax. They 
propose replacing the tax with 
requirements that companies 
invest in clean technology or 
research.

- The NDP wants to meet the same 
targets as the Liberals and beyond; 
they want to reduce emissions by 
38 percent below 2005 levels by 
2030. $15 billion would be invested 
in retrofitting buildings and a 
“climate bank” would be created 
to invest in renewable energy and 
clean technology.

- The Greens’ priority is the green 
economy. They are aiming to 
reduce emissions to 60 percent 

below 2005 levels by 2030 and 
achieve zero-emissions by 2050. 
The party would ban fracking, end 
imports of foreign oil and oppose 
fossil fuel projects.

- For the People’s Party, Leader 
Maxime Bernier recognizes 
climate change is happening, but 
is not convinced humans play a 
role.

 

Deficits
 

- Liberals had pledged to keep 
deficits under $10 billion and 
that the books would be balanced 
by 2019. (Hasn’t happened.) The 
Liberals’ spring budget included 
extra spending and projected a 
deficit of $19.8 billion for 2019-
2020.

- Conservatives have criticized 
the Liberal’s spending and would 
reduce taxes and erase the deficit. 
$1.5 billion would be cut in 
corporate subsidies.

- The NDP plans to balance the 
budget, but no plan has been 
released.

- Greens commit to balancing the 
budget in 5 years by increasing the 
corporate tax rate to 21 percent, 
raising $2 billion from a “wealth 
tax,” and by creating a new tax on 
sugary drinks.

- The People’s Party of Canada 
plans to eliminate the deficit but 
has not explained how it plans to 
do that.

 Education
 

- Liberals plan to invest $30 million 
to attract more foreign students to 
Canada. The party is also investing 
in a French-language university 
and pledges to support a national 
school lunch program.

- Conservatives want to expand 
the Registered Education Savings 
Plans, raising contributions from 
20 to 30 percent for every dollar 
invested up to $2,500 a year, to a 
maximum of $750 a year.

- NDPs are working towards free 
university and college tuition. 
The plan is to cap and reduce 
tuition costs. The party says it 
will eliminate federal interest 
rates on student loans and put 
more money into Canada Student 
Grants while also expanding the 
benefits veterans receive and 
implementing a national school 
nutrition program.

- Greens want to get rid of 
all student tuition costs and 
forgive all student debt. It would 
boost funding for training new 
immigrants in English and French 
and expand indigenous education. 
They also support a national 
school lunch program.

- The People’s Party does not 
want the federal government to 
interfere and feels that this is in 
the jurisdiction of the province.
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Health Care
 

- The Liberals are promising a 
national Pharmacare program 
with few details provided. The 
federal government has signed 
agreements with the provinces 
and territories to fund more health 
care, promising a three percent 
annual health transfer increase 
with more funding for mental 
health, addictions and home care 
programs.

- The Conservatives also will 
increase transfers by 3 percent 
and to tackle wait times, the party 
has promised $1.5 billion to buy 
more MRI and CT machines. They 
are not looking to invest in a 
Pharmacare program.

- The NDP wants to expand the 
current system to encompass 
mental health, dental, eye and 
hearing coverage. They are the 
main proponents of Pharmacare 
and want all Health-Canada drugs 
covered by the end of 2020.

- Greens promise to increase 
funding to train doctors and 
nurses and expand midwifery 
programs. Health care coverage 
will be expanded to include 
universal Pharmacare plus dental 
care coverage for the low-income. 
To address the opioid crisis, the 
party would decriminalize all drug 
possession.

- The People’s Party thinks that 
the federal government is too 
involved in the healthcare system 
and that provinces should be 
fully funding and managing their 
systems. The party wants to invest 
in more private care options.

 

Housing
 

- The Liberals plan to invest $55 
billion to build 100,000 affordable 
homes over a decade, which 
includes first-time home-buyer 
subsidies of 10 percent on a new 
home purchase and 5 percent 
on resale homes, with some 
restrictions.

- Conservatives want to ease 
regulations to get new homes 
built. Amortization limits would 
be raised to 30 years for CMHC-
backed mortgages. The party 
would implement a 20 percent 
green homes tax credit for up to 
$20,000 spent over two years to 
pay for energy-saving renovations.

- The NDP plans to build 500,000 
affordable housing units over 10 
years. Until the completion of 
the project, they propose a rental 
subsidy. Federal GST/HST would 
be scrapped for those constructing 
new affordable units. 30-year 
terms for mortgages insured by 
the CMHC would be reintroduced 
for first-time buyers and give low-

interest loans to retrofit houses.

- Greens would like to build 25,000 
new affordable units and renovate 
15,000 others every year for the 
next 10 years and would and 
appoint a minister of housing to 
oversee the National Housing 
Strategy.

- The People’s Party has not yet 
released a plan, but the leader 
blames high housing costs in 
Toronto and Vancouver on current 
zoning regulations and high 
immigration levels.

To learn more about the rest of 
party platforms, I encourage you 
to visit https://newsinteractives.
cbc.ca/elections/federal/2019/
party-platforms/.

Still unsure where you stand? 
Trying taking the Vote Compass at 
votecompass.cbc.ca and see where 
you stand on important issues.

And don’t forget to get out and 
vote on October 21st!!!

DON’T LOSE 
OUT – SHOW ME 

THE MONEY!!
There is a small Fall UNBC Awards Competition opening on September 15th, 2019 for UNBC awards that were not taken up over the 
summer and for any new awards that can be offered for disbursement in the 2019 September and 2020 January Semesters. 

After September 15th, take a quick look at your Student Online Services / Financial Aid / Award Application portal via http://www.unbc.
ca/current-students to apply for awards that are still available and to submit your online awards application to have an opportunity to cash 
in!! If you have any questions stop by the Office of the Registrar and ask for Awards & Financial Aid, or email us at awards@unbc.ca . 

Deadline for Mid Fall UNBC Award Competition* is: October 14, 2019 

* Supporting Documents, if required, can be dropped off outside the main doors to the Registrar’s Office in the Drop Box or 
emailed to awards@unbc.ca by the deadline noted above. Reference letters must be emailed by the referee to awards@unbc.ca or 
if given to the student in a sealed envelope with the Referee’s signature on both the letter and across the envelope seal. 
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It’s election season in Canada. 
Candidates representing the 

different political parties are 
spreading out across the country, 
asking for your support to become 
a Member of Parliament. For many 
UNBC students, this will be the 
first time that you are eligible 
to vote and have your voice be 
heard by our elected officials. All 
Canadian citizens who are at least 
eighteen years of age on election 
day are eligible to vote. So how do 
you make sure that you are able to 
participate?

First, ensure that you are 
registered to vote with Elections 
Canada. You do have to make sure 
you are registered with Elections 
Canada, being registered to vote 
for the 2017 provincial election or 
the 2018 municipal elections does 
not prove that you are registered 
to vote for the federal election. 
Elections Canada has sent letters 
to eligible voters who are not 
already registered. These letters 
will include detailed instructions 
on how you can register to vote.

If you are unsure if you’re already 
a registered voter, or if you aren’t 
sure if you’ve registered to vote at 
your current living location, you 
can check online on the Elections 
Canada website. Elections Canada 
has created an online voter 
registry that you can use to check 
your voting status. All you have 
to do is answer a few questions 
about yourself and the system 
will automatically check to see if 
you’re registered at that location. 
It takes just a couple of minutes, 
and if you’re not registered at 
that location, the system will give 
you a chance to register online. 
Registration should be done in 
advance, but you can also register 
at your voting location in Canada. 
Please note that to be eligible you 

must register before October 15, 
2019 at 6pm, unless you plan to 
register to vote when you vote.

Once you have registered, you 
will need to bring proof of your 
identity with you when you go to 
vote. The easiest way to do this 
is to bring a piece of government 
issued ID that includes your name, 
photo and address, like a driver’s 
license. If you don’t have a driver’s 
license, Elections Canada will 
also accept a combination of two 
pieces of ID. Both must have your 
name, and at least one of the two 
identifications you use must have 
your current address on it. Your 
student ID card, a bank statement, 
the voter information card sent to 
all registered voters or a phone bill 
all count.

If you’re still not sure you have 
enough ID to vote, the Elections 
Canada website has a long list of 
things you can use, which include 
statements from your bank, some 
private organizations, government 
agencies, Elections Canada, your 
school or even some health care 
cards. Electronic statements and 
invoices can also be used, make 
sure you print them out or show 
them to the elections staff on your 
mobile devices.

If all else fails and you still don’t 
have enough acceptable ID, 

Elections Canada also allows for a 
process called vouching. Vouching 
allows someone else who votes at 
the same voting location as you to 
claim you are who you say you are, 
which will let you vote. The person 
vouching for you must have 
acceptable ID, and can only vouch 
for one person in each election.

Now that we’ve covered what 
you need to be able to vote, its 
important to know that there’s 
more than one way to cast a ballot 
in this year’s election. Most people 
will vote on the official Election 
Day, which is October 21st. Your 
polling location will be open for 12 
hours that day, though the exact 
hours vary by province. Your voter 
information card or the Elections 
Canada website will tell you 
exactly which voting location you 
are supposed to vote on Election 
Day, and by law your employer 
must give you three consecutive 
hours to vote. For most people, 
that won’t be a problem, but be 
sure to ensure that you’ll have 
time to vote. Remember that 
the employer has the right to 
determine when that time off will 
be given, so it may not be when 
would be best for you.

Elections Canada also will be 
allowing people to vote early in 
advance polling days. These votes 
are counted separately, but still are 

added to the final vote total. They 
have the benefit of usually being 
less busy than Election Day, and 
this year they will be from Friday, 
October 11th to Monday, October 
14th, from 9am to 9pm each day. 
There are fewer advance polling 
locations available, so be sure to 
check your voter information card 
or the voter information service 
on the Elections Canada website 
for information on where those 
advance polls are located.

You can also vote at any Elections 
Canada office at any time before 
October 15th. There are over 
500 Elections Canada offices 
throughout Canada, and they are 
open seven days a week. You can 
find the nearest Elections Canada 
office on the Elections Canada 
website. These are considered 
special ballots, and again they 
are counted separately. They still 
count, so don’t be afraid to use the 
special ballot process.

The final way that you can vote is 
through a mail in ballot. To vote by 
mail, you have to apply online or at 
the Elections Canada offices before 
Tuesday, October 15th. If you’re 
not living in Canada and wish to 
have a vote by mail, you can apply 
through the Canadian embassy 
or other consulate services. The 
ballot for your riding will be 
mailed to you with instructions on 
how and when to return the ballot. 
This is an especially useful option 
for people who do not believe 
they will be able to return to their 
home riding during the election 
period, and ensures that your vote 
will count in your home riding.

With all of the options available, 
there’s no excuse for not voting. 
Students and younger people make 
up the largest cohort of voters, 
ensure that you participate.

How to Ensure You Can Participate in the 
Canadian Election
Trevor Ritchie
Contributor

floridapolitics.com



Election 2019 11

The upcoming federal election 
presents an opportunity for 

students to have a say in how we’re 
governed. The political parties 
have created platforms that 
are used to highlight what they 
believe about different areas, and 
in this article we’re going to have 
a look to see what each party is 
proposing to help post-secondary 
students.

At the time of this writing, the 
governing Liberal Party did not 
have a completed campaign 
platform on their website, and had 
not sent their 2019 platform to 
the Parliamentary budget officer 
to determine the costs of their 
promises. This has meant that the 
information from their campaign 
2015 platform is being used in 
the comparison. As the campaign 
continues, the Liberals should be 
releasing a completed platform 
that will include their promises for 
post-secondary education.

According to the Liberals 2015 
platform, they will support post-
secondary students by increasing 
the Canada Student Grant to up 
to three thousand dollars per year 
for full-time students, and up to 
eighteen hundred dollars a year 
for part-time students. The Canada 
Student Grant are an automatic 
part of your student loans that are 
non-repayable, which means that 
you don’t have to give the money 
from the Canada Student Grant 
back to the government at the end 
of your degree. The Liberals also 
promised to increase the income 
threshold for eligibility in the 
Canada Student Grant program, 
making more student eligible. 
They would pay for these two 
increases in the grant program 
by cancelling tax credits for 
education and textbooks, while 
keeping the tuition tax credit.

When looking at student loans, 
the Liberals also promised that 
students would not have to repay 
their student loans until they 
were making at least twenty-
five thousand dollars per year 
in annual income. The Liberals 
promised to continue paying the 
interest on student loans until 
students are earning the twenty-
five thousand dollar threshold, at 
which point the graduated student 
must begin repayment.

As with the Liberal Party, the 
Conservatives have also not 
produced a fully costed platform. 
However, the party has published 
its completed policy document, 
created at their 2018 policy 
convention. This document will 
likely be supplemented by a 
formal campaign platform during 
the campaign, so be sure to look 
for that as well.

The Conservative Party would 
remove post-secondary education 
from the current provincial 
transfers system, and instead 
create a separate Canada Education 
Transfer. The Conservatives would 
negotiate with the provinces to 
determine the basic funding level, 
which they would increase annual 
based on inflation and post-
secondary demographic growth. 
The Conservatives will also work 
to ensure that scholarships and 
bursaries are still considered 
tax-free income, increasing the 
amount of money available to 
students.

The Conservative Party believes in 
creating a significant change to the 
student loan process that would 
open up the program to many 
more students. Currently, student 
loans require information on your 
personal financial situation and 
the finances of your parents or 

guardians. Under the Conservative 
plan, only your personal 
finances would be considered. 
Conservatives also believe in 
creating income contingent loans 
and a preferred interest rate to 
reduce costs of paying back loans.

The New Democratic Party has 
a full platform, but rather than 
formally costed items, the platform 
presents a series of commitments 
that the party plans to enact. 
These commitments are often in 
the form of value statements as 
opposed to measurable outcomes. 
The cost of these plans has 
not yet been identified by the 
Parliamentary Budget Officer.

The biggest promise made by the 
New Democrats is their goal of 
making post-secondary education 
part of the public education 
system, meaning it would be fully 
paid for in partnership with the 
provinces. As an interim measure, 
the NDP plans to cap and reduce 
tuition fees. A fully public system 
would mean that tuition would be 
free for Canadian citizens.

The New Democratic Party would 
also move to immediately remove 
interest rates on student loans, 
and significantly increase access 
to non-repayable Canada Student 
Grants. Unlike the Liberal Party, 
the NDP does not place a monetary 
amount on how much would be 
made available to students, or 
what income thresholds would be 
required to obtain the grants.

Canada’s Green Party presents 
a platform that again, contains 
many value statements. While 
stating values is important, these 
can be difficult to accurately 
measure. The Green Party platform 
does include some useful numbers 
and data, but has not yet been 
fully costed by the Parliamentary 

Budget Officer.

The Greens look at post-secondary 
education from a more systemic 
perspective. To that end, their 
first promise is to invest ten 
billion dollars to post-secondary 
and trade schools to support those 
schools. A Green government 
would make college and university 
tuition free for all Canadians by 
redirecting existing spending 
on bursaries, ending tuition tax 
credits and creating cost savings 
from no longer writing off student 
loan debt to the government.

A major promise of the Greens 
would be to simply forgive all 
existing student loan debt held 
by the federal government. 
British Columbia student loans 
are a combination of federal and 
provincial loans, so this would 
reduce the student loan costs by 
a significant amount for British 
Columbia students.

As of this writing, the People’s 
Party of Canada has no section 
of their platform allocated to 
post-secondary education. The 
party has suggested looking at 
their leader’s Conservative party 
leadership campaign platform 
for policies not currently in the 
People’s Party platform. However, 
Mr. Bernier’s personal platform 
also lacks any reference to post-
secondary education.

Election Coverage: Comparing the 
Parties on Post-Secondary Education

Trevor Ritchie
Contributor
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If you haven’t heard of Greta 
Thunberg, well then, it’s 

about time you knew. Over the 
last month, climate strikes and 
protests, which can be seen as 
the result of the ‘Greta Thunberg 
Effect,’ have been taking place all 
across the globe. The first of these 
strikes in Prince George took place 
back in May, but the first one of the 
month took place on September 
20th at city hall. About two dozen 
people attended. The second one 
held on September 27th had a 
larger turnout of over 100 people 
– and many cars passing by on 
the highway honked in support. 
People of all ages and backgrounds 
attended, particularly young 
people. Volunteers and candidates 
from the Greens, Liberals and 
NDP were present – but no visible 
Conservatives. Despite the chilly 
weather, people stuck around for 
more than two hours showing 
their support for the environment 
and protesting for solutions to the 
climate crisis.

 

The Climate Crisis
There is no denying the science 
– the world is warming at a 
much faster rate than would 
naturally occur. And while for 
us a toasty, warm house is nice, 
the environment, organisms and 
climate are much more sensitive. 
Even fractions of an increase in 
the global temperature can have 
devastating impacts. Glaciers are 
receding, arctic ice is melting, 
polar bears are losing their 
habitats, sea levels are rising, coral 
reefs are ceasing to grow, and 
many agricultural lands are no 
longer arable.

Some effects seen directly in BC 
include an increase in droughts, 
dryness, forest fires, increasing 
annual precipitation, flooding and 
the loss of low-lying agricultural 
land.

Greta Thunberg
At the age of 15, Greta Thunberg 
began to spend her afternoons 
protesting at the steps of the 
Swedish parliament, calling for 
stronger climate action. She would 
hold up a sign saying, “School 
strike for climate.” Later she and 
her peers began “Fridays for 
Future” and students from other 
communities would host similar 
protests in their communities. 
Then following Greta’s address to 
the UN Climate Change Conference 
in 2018, protests took place all 
over the world, thus starting a 
global movement (Wikipedia). Just 
this month Greta addressed the 
UN again at the Climate Action 
Summit, where she reprimanded 
world leaders and accused them 
of doing nothing to combat the 
devastating effects of climate 
change. She came to Montreal, 
Canada to attend the September 
27th climate strikes and also got 
the chance to meet Justin Trudeau 
and criticize him for his lack of 
action against the climate crisis.

 

Why the Climate Crisis 
should be important to 
you
This is not about whether or not 
you should drive your car to work 
(unless of course your work is a 
five-minute walk away…). This is 
about providing greener solutions 
to Canadians. This includes 
investing in hybrid and electric 
vehicles and machines. Some of 
the technologies available today 
are not yet practical or affordable 
for all Canadians, so further 
investment is needed. Massive 
tree replanting is also needed, 
particularly in Northern BC in 
wake of the mill closures. The 
mountain pine beetle epidemic 
has also devasted the log supply, 
and this can be seen as a result of 
warmer climates. The amount of 

land available for crops to grow is 
shrinking worldwide, threatening 
food security. If we do not take 
action today, then in a few decades 
we will be facing a climate tragedy 
in which the resources we might 
need to solve the problems may 
not even exist anymore.

 

Why you should not be 
afraid
Many people are worried about the 
economic impacts of moving away 
from natural gas and fossil fuels, 
but people have always survived 
and adapted to change. Plus, we 
live in a capitalist market; people 
will find ways to make a profit 
no matter what. Green energy 
is growing faster than any other 
energy sector, and in the long 
term, renewable energy will be 
cheaper than oil and gas. Alberta 
itself is on track to have at least 
30 percent of its electricity come 
from renewable sources by 2030. 
Contracts have been signed with 
companies to feed green power 
to Albertans that will be even 
cheaper than natural gas. CleanBC 
is also investing in various project 
across the province. The potential 
jobs in the ‘green economy’ 
(renewable energy, efficiency 
retrofits, etc) are estimated to 
be around 4 million, compared 
to the current 175,000 direct oil 
and natural gas jobs. While there 
aren’t numbers for Canada, it is 
shown that in the UK the number 
of university graduates entering 
oil and gas exploration has fallen 
by 61 percent since 2014.

People need to stop thinking short 
term, because they’ll be ending 
up missing out on the long-term 
opportunity. The sooner we invest, 
the sooner we can reap the rewards 
and the sooner we can reverse the 
problems of global warming.

 

A pitch for the Green Party
Have you ever considered voting 
Green? Prince George-Cariboo’s 
Mackenzie Kerr and Prince George-
Peace River’s Catharine Kendall 
are the Green Party candidates for 
their respective regions, and they 
are most definitely passionate 
about the environment.

As a volunteer for Mackenzie 
Kerr (you can visit her site at 
Mackenzierkerr.ca!), I’ve come to 
learn much more about the Green 
party platform and Mackenzie’s 
personal platform – sustainable 
forestry, local agriculture and new 
economies for technology and 
innovation. As a forestry student 
and previous Canfor employee, 
she understands Prince George, its 
people and its problems. Some of 
the other important points of the 
Green Party include:

- Investing in renewable energy

- Helping workers directly 
transition from the oil and gas 
industry to the new economy

- Plans for zero-waste generation

- Affordable housing

- Fair taxation (did you know 
Google, Facebook, Amazon, Netflix 
and Uber pay zero tax in Canada?!)

- Protecting minorities

- Modernizing employment 
insurance

- And so much more…

I encourage you to do your own 
research and make an educated 
vote this election. 

Save Our Planet! Climate Strikes in PG
Lila Mansour
Contributor



Campus Life 13

Welcome 
back to all of our 
returning students and 
a Big Welcome to all of our new 
students as well – UNBC is a better 
place for having you here! We are 
already in the midst of our first 
mid-terms which never ceases 
to baffle those of us who think 
mid-term is more like the end of 
October. Regardless, most of us 
have already had to make studying 
our number one priority to the 
detriment of sleep, exercise and 
going out with friends. For those 
of us who have to work to pay for 
our school or worse, take out a 
loan, limiting the amount of time 
we spend partying and socializing 
is a matter of survival. For those 
lucky enough to have financial 
support from family your parents 
would be happy to know that you 
will have to go out of your way and 
venture downtown or out of town 
to find a place that encourages 
that kind of behavior. 

There was a time long, long ago 
when the once student run pub 
provided such a place. It was a 

place that offered students 
valuable work 

e x p e r i e n c e 
and a 

pay 
cheque, 
a place where 
students went and 
met up on the regular. Friday 
nights were eagerly anticipated 
and hyped up all week with 
student DJ’s and club dance parties 
and special events on Saturdays, 
all within walking distance of 
the dorms. Not so long ago there 
was Karaoke nights and music 
trivia and a few events happening 
there once or twice a month. As 
one of the few establishments 
in Prince George still holding a 
liquor primary license, which 
means you can operate until 
2am and have dance parties, it is 
literally a license to print money. 
The Thirsty Moose was at one 
time a profitable venture and it 
was well maintained for years. 
Unfortunately, one only needs 
to review the publicly available 
financial statements from the past 
few years to see it has become a 
financial black hole that exists 
for the sole purpose of providing 
employment and a warm place 
for mice in the winter. There are 
thankfully still a few employees 

who are actually students 
currently studying and 

paying tuition 
at UNBC, 

but 
only a 
few. 

Years ago, the Northern 
Undergraduate Student 
Society, or NUGGS for short, 
used to put on a Backyard BBQ 
to welcome all of the students 
at the start of the year. Due to a 
number of years of poor execution 
and mismanagement for the 
first time in memory this year 
UNBC students did not have a 
kick-off the September semester 
celebration. Our student society 
was traditionally comprised of 
undergraduate students who 
were elected to the Board by 
their peers to represent the 
undergraduate student body 
and serve as ambassadors and 
human resources for all of the 
undergraduate students. I am 
afraid our student society has 
veered from its roots in recent 
years. Today there is a NUGSS 
General Manager / Ombudsmen 
who when asked told me he 
assumed the role, not because it 
paid well, which it does, or because 
of some prior connection to 
UNBC or the student society, but 

because working for a non-
profit looks good on 

a resume. I 
am not 

sure 
w h e n 
our current 
student President 
was elected but I am happy 
to know she is very capable and 
deserving and still an active 
student on campus. 

As we watch our fragile 
democracies fracture and crumble 
all around the world I encourage 
you as a young person, as an active 
participant in your education and 
your on-campus experience and 
as a potential future game changer 
to become more involved, to go 
to the NUGSS office, to introduce 
yourself to our General Manager 
and our President, to find out 
what their vision is and what they 
are doing to improve your student 
experience. I encourage you to ask 
them what their mandate is and 
what principles they value as they 
are the ones entrusted with your 
student fees, the ones who are 
paid to manage your investment 
in your clubs and your support 
networks and your student 
resources and development 
opportunities to help make you 

and your University a better 
place to be. NUGSS needs 

you!

NUGSS Needs You!
Corey Bonnar

Contributor

Monique Gendron | OTE
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Bad North is a small indie 
game, Developed by Plausible 

Concept, and published under Raw 
Fury, and released on Nov 16th, 
2018.

Bad North is a small, real-time 
strategy game, based around 
defending the map of islands from 
the Vikings that attempt to raid 
the houses you protect. As you 
defend each island, you gain coins, 
the currency used to upgrade 
and specialize your troops. You 
start the game off with two small 
groups of swordsmen. Once you 
have collected some coins, you 
can specialize these troops, giving 
them a better attack and special 
abilities. As you progress through 
the levels, you can gain more 
troops and special items. The 
items can be added to your troops 
and upgraded, giving them special 
power-ups, or passive abilities.

 The game requires a bit of strategy 
but primarily relies on countering 
your enemies in rock-paper-
scissors type matchups. Archers 
beat non-shielded enemies, 
pikemen beat most troops, and 
shield warriors beat ranged, fast-
moving enemies. Playing the late 
game, it is almost required to 
have at least one of each of the 
3 specializations in your army, 
giving you the ability to counter 
any enemy that may come at you.

 The levels in Bad North are 
procedurally generated, meaning 
that every playthrough, the 
game is slightly different while 
still maintaining a similar feel to 
each level. Since every level is a 
little bit different and features 
different terrain, you will need 
to coordinate your soldiers in 
different arrangements on each 
island to defend against the 

oncoming enemies.

Due to the game being small in 
size, lightweight, and running on 
the UNITY game engine, it is quick 
to load and buttery smooth on 
even 7 or 8-year-old hardware. 

 The music in the game is very 
simple as well, and nothing 
particularly special, though it 
does react to what is going on in 
the game, changes its tone from a 
slow-paced drumbeat before the 
enemies arrive, and getting faster 
as you fight the enemies. As you 
make your defence stronger, the 
game gets quieter. 

All in all, this is a good game. It has 
simple, easy to look at graphics 
and a soundtrack that doesn’t 
detract from the gameplay. The 
mechanics are easy to pick up, 
and the strategy is just demanding 
enough to challenge a seasoned 

player while giving new players 
lots of time to master the game 
before getting thrown into harder 
levels. If you haven’t played this 
game yet, I highly recommend you 
pick it up.

Bad North: A Simple Indie Game
Riley Boomer
Contributor

Plausible Concept
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The University of Northern British Columbia 
is launching a new project to engage the 

entire University community to learn more 
about what reconciliation means.

In partnership with UNBC’s First Nations Centre, 
the University’s goal is to make 1,000 origami 
Ravens this year to symbolize a University-wide 
wish for reconciliation.

The Raven is an important symbol of First 
Nations culture. It is considered a symbol of 
change or transformation, and sometimes the 
Raven is considered a trickster because of its 
ability to change and transform.

“This is a tremendous opportunity for 
our University community to engage in a 
meaningful hands-on activity that we hope will 
spark dialogue around the challenging topics 
addressed in the Truth and Reconciliation 
report,” said UNBC President Dr. Daniel Weeks. 
“This is another step the University is taking 
towards reconciliation including campus 
Indigenization projects and engaging dialogue 

with local and regional communities.” 

Students, faculty and staff will have ample 
opportunity to make the Ravens throughout the 
year every week in the Gathering Place. Once 
created, they will be displayed prominently 
at the University, celebrating those who have 
made personal and professional commitments 
to Reconciliation.

“The building of each raven is not an easy 
task, but the process of reconciliation is not 
easy either, knowing that the end result will 
be beautiful both in the wish and the ravens,” 
said Bev Best, Manager of Aboriginal Student 
Engagement.

News Releases

Cree/Dakelh artist Clayton Gauthier will be at the University of 
Northern British Columbia’s Prince George campus carving cedar 

planks that represent various First Nations that once completed, will 
surround the walls of the University’s Gathering Place.

The artwork on each of the 32 panels has been submitted by the various 
and diverse northern B.C. First Nations communities which they have 
chosen to reflect their community and students.

It’s all part of Nenachalhuya – The Cedar Plank Project.

Nenachalhuya is a Dakelh word meaning, “You have done us great 
honour” or “we are thankful for what you have done.”

“This is a special opportunity for the University to partner with multiple 
Indigenous communities in the spirit of reconciliation,” said UNBC 
President Dr. Daniel Weeks. “This project allows the entire campus 
community to learn from a highly-respected artist as he shares his 
expertise and knowledge. Clayton Gauthier’s meaningful artwork will 
grace the walls of the Gathering Place for years to come.”

Gauthier will be on campus twice per week in Rm 7-204 near the Canfor 
Winter Garden, across from Security. All are welcome to join Gauthier 
while he works, and to observe the creation of UNBC history.

From 9 a.m. to noon on Mondays and Thursdays, Gauthier will work 
independently. People are welcome to observe from outside the room, 
which has glass walls. From 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Mondays and Thursdays, 
everyone is welcome to join him to chat and learn while he’s working.

Gauthier said it’s an honour for him to share his work and also learn from 
other Nations, learn their art forms, and learn their stories. He hopes 
to share the importance of art with UNBC community members as they 
observe and watch him each week.

“I really see the significance of art within the community and worldwide,” 
he said. “Art is a powerful gift that we have from the Creator. We are 
surrounded by art, so having that understanding that this is art from this 
territory, I feel that’s really important.

“As Indigenous people, we travelled by art. The rock paintings and the 
rock carvings, we travelled by those, so they were really important.”

The art that Gauthier produces revolves around his traditional teachings 
that he has learned from Elders, the Spirit within and our Mother Earth. 
Throughout his art journey, he has completed many logos, murals, 
drums, rattles, carvings, tattoos and digital art. He’s also a published 
author of the children’s book, The Salmon Run.

UNBC
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The Last Word

We are all here on 
earth to help others; 

what on earth the 
others are here 
for I don’t know.

- W. H. Auden


