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Over The Edge is the University 
of Northern British Columbia’s 
independent student newspaper. Our 
office is located on the third floor of 
the NUSC building in room 6-350. We 
are an equal opportunity publication 
which represents students in the 
UNBC and Prince George community. 
Our publication supports student 
writing by welcoming news, arts, 
sports, culture and opinion articles, 
as well as photography, comics, and 
creative writing submissions. 

Every year, we provide employment 
as editors, designers, and managers to 
students with a passion for journalism 
and are always looking for motivated 
individuals to work and volunteer in 
our collaborative environment. Over 
The Edge offers competitive advertising 
rates for space in our print publication 
as well as online.

Support is always needed and no 
experience is required; help make Over 

The Edge better. We want to hear from 
you! Call us at 250-960-5633, tweet us 
@overtheedgeunbc, email us at over.
the.edge.unbc@gmail.com and be 
sure to like us on Facebook. For more 
information, please visit our website 
www.overtheedgenewspaper.ca.
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Fr iends , 
we have all seen the news.

It is a terrible catastrophe that 
has befallen our country, one that 
grows worse every day. It spreads 
from community to community, 
and there seems to be no end to 
this worsening problem. It has 
lead to bare store shelves and 
panic in the general population.

The Toilet Paper Crisis.

 Running out of toilet paper 
seems to be a fate worse than 
death. People have rushed to 
stores in a desperate attempt 

to claim even a single package 
of toilet paper. 

In all seriousness, this is a knee-
jerk reaction to the COVID-19 
outbreak, a serious and potentially 
deadly form of coronavirus 
to certain members of the 
population. However, despite the 
seriousness of the situation, and 
perhaps in spite of it as well, I 
believe it does us good to laugh at 
events like these. The coronavirus 
is a disruptive threat to daily life, 
and having something to chuckle 
at besides the morbid humour 
of actually dying to the virus is a 

good way to cope with the impact. 

With all these closures and 
restrictions however, it feels 
harder and harder to find the 
“sunny side up,” especially when 
people begin to panic and hoard 
every single item off the shelves.

It is still very much possible to 
maintain some kind of  normalcy 
in this chaos, and it may in fact be 
necessary for us in order to keep 
our heads. When going out, make 
sure to keep social distancing, and 
cough or sneeze into your elbow. 
Pay with your phone or a tap-
enabled card to protect the safety 
of workers and shoppers. Organize 
a group call with your friends 
instead of going out with them.

It is important to remember in 
these times that while life may be 
hindered and our outlook may be 
bleak, there are still good things to 
find, good company to keep, and 
good times to be had.

As a wise man once said, 
“happiness can be found in the 
darkest of times, if one only 
remembers to turn on the light.”

M
el

a
ni

e 
Be

llw

ood | News Director

M
o

ni
qu

e 
Gendron | PC

Ti
m

 H
illi

er

 | M
C

A
b

d
ua

lla
h A

l Nahhas | AC

Tu
ba

 R

aof  |
 Publisher



3News

Coronavirus: What Do I Need to Know?
Mohammed Allaloush

Editor in Chief

As the Coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) is spreading wildly 

and rapidly id too many countries, 
here is some advice from The 
World Health Organization to 
protect you from this disease.

Stay aware of the latest information 
on the COVID-19 outbreak, 
available on the WHO website and 
through your national and local 
public health authority. COVID-19 
is still affecting mostly people 
in China with some outbreaks in 
other countries. Most people who 
become infected experience mild 
illness and recover, but it can be 
more severe for others. Take care 
of your health and protect others 
by doing the following:

Wash your hands frequently. 
Regularly and thoroughly clean 
your hands with an alcohol-based 
hand rub or wash them with soap 
and water.

Washing your hands with soap and 
water or using alcohol-based hand 
rub kills viruses that may be on 
your hands.

Maintain social distancing. Keep 
at least 1 metre distance between 
yourself and anyone who is 
coughing or sneezing.

When someone coughs or sneezes 
they spray small liquid droplets 
from their nose or mouth which 
may contain virus. If you are 
too close, you can breathe in the 
droplets, including the COVID-19 
virus if the person coughing has 
the disease.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose 
and mouth. Hands touch many 
surfaces and can pick up viruses. 
Once contaminated, hands can 
transfer the virus to your eyes, 
nose or mouth. From there, the 
virus can enter your body and can 
make you sick.

Practice respiratory hygiene. Make 
sure you, and the people around 
you, follow good respiratory 
hygiene. This means covering your 
mouth and nose with your bent 
elbow or tissue when you cough or 
sneeze. Then dispose of the used 
tissue immediately.

Droplets spread virus. By following 
good respiratory hygiene you 
protect the people around you 
from viruses such as cold, flu and 
COVID-19.

If you have fever, cough and 
difficulty breathing, seek medical 
care early. Stay home if you feel 
unwell. If you have a fever, cough 
and difficulty breathing, seek 
medical attention and call in 
advance. Follow the directions of 
your local health authority.

Calling in advance will allow your 
health care provider to quickly 
direct you to the right health 
facility. This will also protect you 
and help prevent spread of viruses 
and other infections.

Stay informed and follow advice 
given by your healthcare provider. 
Stay informed on the latest 
developments about COVID-19. 
Follow advice given by your 
healthcare provider, your national 
and local public health authority 
or your employer on how to 
protect yourself and others from 
COVID-19.

National and local authorities 
will have the most up to date 
information on whether COVID-19 
is spreading in your area. They 
are best placed to advise on what 
people in your area should be 
doing to protect themselves.

Follow these guidelines to help 
protect yourself and prevent the 
spread of disease. Stay at home if 
you feel unwell, even with mild 

symptoms. Doing so will help 
avoid contact with others and 
visits to medical facilities will 
allow these facilities to operate 
more effectively and help protect 
you and others from COVID-19 and 
other viruses.

If you develop a fever, cough and 
difficulty breathing, seek medical 
advice promptly as this may be 
due to a respiratory infection or 
other serious condition. 

Above all, take care of yourselves, 
and take caution when going out 
in public. An ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure.



Coronavirus4



5Opinion

I write this article from my 
home in Prince George, British 

Columbia. I sit comfortably, my 
dogs on the floor in front of the 
couch, the sound of my television 
running in the background. 
There is nobody at my front 
door, telling me that this is no 
longer my home. My landlord 
is not barricading my street, 
calling into my living room by 
megaphone that I have a limited 
amount of time to vacate the 
premises before force will be 
used. In fact, even if I were being 
evicted, my landlord would have 
to file officially through several 
channels before they would be 
allowed to take action remotely 
close to using force to remove 
me from my home. All of that 
effort, and I am just a renter 

here. Nobody acknowledges my 
unceded and ancestral land when 
they visit here, because I do not 
own this land, or this duplex. I 
just live on it.

I think about these things and I 
wonder to myself, what if I really 
did own this land? What if, for 
hundreds and thousands of years 
before, my family had lived on 
this land. Furthermore, what if 
they had spent those many years 
learning how to protect the land? 
Truthfully, I feel that my reaction 
to a landlord telling me to leave 
the land would probably be fairly 
volatile. I would feel a sense of 
familial ownership. A sense of 
tradition. A sense of safety.

Now, I think about how 
approximately 400 kilometers 

north-west of Prince George, this 
exact story is playing out. The 
Wet’suwet’en refusal to leave 
their territory to allow the Coastal 
GasLink Pipeline construction 
to begin has sparked emotional, 
political, and societal responses 
across Canada. It has been nearly 
two weeks since these protests 
started making national news, 
but this issue has been boiling in 
Western Canada for some time 
now. Many news sources state that 
“tensions have been escalating 
since December 31st, when the B.C. 
Supreme Court granted Coastal 
GasLink an expanded injunction 
against the Wet’suwet’en Nation 
members blocking access to the 
project” (Bogat, Feb. 10 2020, CTV 
News). As someone who lives just a 
few hours away from the conflict, 

I can tell you that the tensions 
have been there for quite some 
time. The Wet’suwet’en have 
made it clear through protests, 
social media, and public forum 
that the pipeline is outside of their 
interest, but nobody has been 
listening.

For many who are following the 
news of the rail blockades that 
have been popping up nation-
wide, the reaction has been one 
of disdain for the Wet’suwet’en 
people. Any quick browse through 
Facebook shows that there is 
a distinct push against these 
protests because the blockage of 
railways means a great deal of 
discomfort for the stakeholders 
involved in major rails such as CN 
and various transit companies. My 
question is this: are the blockades 

Standing Still: Whose Side Are You On?

Melanie Bellwood
News Director

Rafferty Baker | CBC
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really the problem? Or is the 
problem the idea that Canada, 
as a country and a government 
entity, is certainly capable of going 
through the motions of being a 
polite nation without actually 
meaning it?

It is clear that during the course 
of this “provincial” altercation 
with the Wet’suwet’en people, 
news of its national affect have 
reached the ears of Prime Minister 
Trudeau. At a press conference 
in Ottawa on February 21st, the 
Prime Minister stated that “Every 
attempt at dialogue has been 
made but discussions have not 
been productive. We cannot have 
dialogue when only one party is 
coming to the table” (Connolly, 
February 21 2020, Global News). But, 
in a country where it has become 
commonplace to acknowledge 
the ancestral, traditional, and 
unceded territories of our First 
Nations people, why are these 
talks only happening now, many 
months after the first time the 
Wet’suwet’en people stated their 
distaste for the pipeline as far 
back as 2018. It feels funny that 
we can acknowledge the place, but 
not the people. The result of this 
federal ignorance is no laughing 
matter, though, as the nation 
now faces a critical moment in 
our Canadian soon-to-be-history. 
I am sure I’m not the only person 
whose breath shortened when 
news of the recent Tyendinaga 
rail blockade on Mohawk territory 
being dismantled by OPP officers 
was announced. For anyone who 
remembers the tragedy that was 
(and still is) the Oka Crisis in July 
of 1990, these pipeline protests 
might feel like they are verging on 
a similar level of uncertainty and 
danger.

The truth is, these violent 
infractions are now present on 
both sides. There have been 
reports of protesters at the B. C. 
Legislature buildings in Victoria 
physically attacking and spitting 
on people on their way to work 
in the government buildings. 
While I believe the way our federal 
and provincial governments are 
working with (or not, really) the 
Wet’suwet’en people is highly 

inappropriate, I do not believe 
the answer is in violence towards 
folks on their way to work in our 
province’s capital. If respectful 
discourse is what we are looking 
for, then the best course of action 
would be to lead by example, no 
matter how difficult that might 
seem at the time.

While I acknowledge that this 
article presents a very specific bias 
to the issues at hand, I think that 
the most important thing for all of 
us to do, whether you agree with 
me or not, is to be paying attention 
to what is happening around us. 
We live in a world where we ask 
others to acknowledge the people, 
place, and land that make up 
our personal identities. We each 
respond to a national discourse 
on truth and reconciliation, 
expressing our truths as part of 
a conversation that took decades 
to begin. We look for justice in 
our own lives, but question where 
to draw the line when it comes 
to justice for other people. All I 
ask of you, the person reading 
this article, is that you begin 
to ask yourself what your take-
away is from the situation that 
has befallen the Wet’suwet’en 
peoples. What is this issue really 
about? Railway blockades? 
Provincial pipeline standards? 
Environmental sustainability? 
Basic human rights?

I don’t think we will be able to 
address the problem until we can 
identify what it is, and I don’t 
believe we should be starting 
by picking sides, no matter how 
hard that might be. I will always 
stand with those whose rights 
have been taken away, but we 
should keep in mind that there 
are two sides to every story. In 
this case, the inability to foster 
meaningful discussion between 
our government and our First 
Nations people has led to national 
consequences. Until we are able to 
listen to each other and figure out 
the roots of our problems together, 
this issue will be impossible 
to solve. Listen. Research. Ask 
questions. Engage.

Jesse Winter | National Observer
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On Tuesday, February 25th, 
Prince George Matters 

reported live on various forms 
of social media that the School 
District 57 School Board had voted 
to begin the process to change the 
name of one of Prince George’s 
local secondary schools from Kelly 
Road Secondary School to Shas 
Ti Secondary School. The SD57 
school board had been looking 
for a way to acknowledge the 
traditional and unceded territory 
in a public way for some time. 
This decision was the result of 
L’heidli elders and representatives 
Clifford Quaw, Kenora Stewart, 
and Dayi Pountney approaching 
the board at a public meeting that 
evening and telling the story of 
their ancestral land followed by 

a proposal to change the name as 
part of the truth and reconciliation 
process. Their story of the grizzly 
bear corridor, its long-standing 
relationship with the people and 
nature, and even specific bears 
that used the land frequently until 
it was transformed into an urban 
space was blended with personal 
memories from those present.

“I remember vividly, as a young 
girl, my grandfather telling us 
stories of his hunting journey on 
the land and how it was known 
as one of the great berry-picking 
areas and how the berries and 
vegetation attracted too many 
bears including grizzlies,” said 
Stewart.

“He would tell about how grizzlies 

would roam through what is now 
the Hart Highlands and UNBC 
looking for food and berries to 
withstand them from throughout 
the winter.”

The proposal was met with 
enthusiasm and excitement by 
the school board, who voted 
unanimously to accept the 
proposal to change the name of 
the school to reflect the historical 
use of the land on which it stands. 
This process is not something new 
to the district, the school following 
a similar road that schools such as 
Lakewood Junior Secondary, John 
McInnis Junior Secondary, Carney 
Hill Elementary, and various other 
educational institutions have 
experienced over the past decade 

or so. Although the initial reception 
of this idea was positive, however, 
it seemed that the moment the 
news was released publicly there 
were particularly emotional 
reactions from people all over 
Prince George, and particularly in 
the Hart community.

The sharing of traditional 
knowledge with the school 
board was a positive experience 
for many, but there have been 
distinctly mixed feelings from the 
general public. The next day, over 
one hundred students from Kelly 
Road Secondary School walked 
out of class to protest the name 
change. The day after that, the 
same group of students, this time 
joined by many of their parents, 

Kelly Road Secondary Controversy

Melanie Bellwood
News Director

Nicole Oud | CBC
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held a similar protest at the School 
District office on Ferry Avenue. The 
Hart community recognizes Kelly 
Road Secondary School as a staple 
of history and connection that 
has spanned several generations 
of students and faculty. Many 
complaints have centered around 
the idea that there should have 
been more consultation between 
the School Board and the Hart 
community prior to any decision-
making action.

While many agree that the 
decision was sudden, it is also 
clear that the school district has 
been seeking a means to symbolize 
truth and reconciliation in local 
education for quite a while. With 
the construction of the new Kelly 
Road Secondary School building 
slated to be complete in time for 
the beginning of school September 
of 2020, the plans to rename the 
school are conveniently timed. 
By acting now, the school district 
will avoid a great deal of cost in 
changing the name.

It is, of course, acceptable that both 
supporters and opposition to the 
name change have a right to their 
opinion, and when opinions are 
expressed respectfully, situations 
such as these can be handled 
quickly and carefully. In fact, 
both parties may be able to reach 
a compromise. Unfortunately, 
respectful expression has not 

exactly been the case.

Since the news broke on Tuesday 
night, many parents, students, and 
others sharing their opinion on 
social media have underlined their 
statements with heavily racial and 
bigoted undertones. Learners with 
disabilities, visible minorities, and 
other groups have been attacked 
vocally and over social media, 
the effort spreading like wildfire 
on platforms such as Snapchat, 
Facebook, and Twitter. Many 
people have been reported for 
disrespectful language and threats 

of violence, not just to website 
administrators, but to local RCMP.

I believe that the name of a place 
shares a significant connection 
with the community that lives, 
works, and plays there. Certainly, 
that must have been the case for the 
thousands of years that Indigenous 
peoples built a relationship with 
the area, just as it is the case for 
the diverse population found in 
the same place today. In fact, it 
is likely that a school was chosen 
for the renaming because of the 
weight it carries in today’s society. 

Regardless of the reasoning, 
or which side of this issue you 
associate with, however, there is 
no place to attack others based 
on race, religion, history, or creed. 
Whether you believe that the 
renaming to Shas Ti (Grizzly Den) 
Secondary School is an honor or a 
misjudgment, it is not your right to 
diminish others. As a learner who 
has lived in Prince George for the 
majority of my life, I only hope that 
this altercation can be resolved in 
the most peaceful and respectful 
way possible. Seeing the trials 
and tribulations that First Nations 
peoples across Canada have faced 
for over a century, it shames me to 
see that in our failure to listen to 
one another, we are creating pain 
instead of opportunities.

SD 57

SD 57
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Kelly Road: Reconciliation or Unjust 
Pandering?

James Eckstein
Board of Directors

Kelly Road Secondary School 
has been a part of Prince 

George for over 50 years. It was 
named in recognition of John Kelly 
who was an early pioneer in Prince 
George that helped construct the 
original Kelly Road. The name has 
been an important point of history 
for many who have attended 
or worked at the school of over 
1000 students. The school will 
be moving locations as a newly 
constructed building will be up 
and running in September 2020, 
but due to recent activities it may 
not be keeping its original name as 
was initially planned. 

On February 26th at their meeting, 

the School District 57 (SD 57) Board 
of Education voted unanimously 
to change the long-standing name 
of Kelly Road Secondary School 
to Shas Ti Secondary School. 
The name change came from the 
request of Lheidli T’enneh First 
Nation Elders, who proposed the 
Dakelh name of Shas Ti meaning 
“grizzly bear trail”, as the location 
of the school will be on an old 
populous grizzly bear habitat. 
Trustee Trent Derrick has stated 
that the new name will “honour 
the history of the Lheidli T’enneh” 
and will also aid SD 57 in truth 
and reconciliation with them 
as well. While popular with all 
members attending this meeting, 

the announcement was not taken 
very well by many members of the 
Prince George community.

A large part of the community is 
not very happy with the proposed 
motion to change the name of 
Kelly Road Secondary School. 
Many are upset that that the 
community was not consulted or 
involved with the decision, as they 
are the ones with the largest ties to 
the school. Students and staff took 
to the streets in protest with signs 
showing their support to keep the 
previous name. An online petition 
was created speaking out against 
the name change, accumulating 
over 9000 signatures in just 3 days. 

Most are not opposed to the idea of 
learning of the history and culture 
of the Lheidli T’enneh but feel as 
though this is not the appropriate 
way in doing so. Instead of outright 
changing the name of Kelly Road, 
propositions have been made to 
incorporate the language of the 
Dakelh as a component of the 
school itself, such as the Shas Ti 
Library or Cafeteria. This way 
not only is the legacy of Kelly 
Road retained but also the Lheidli 
T’enneh can simultaneously share 
their culture. An idea has also 
been put out that instead of using 
one name or the other, simply 
combining the two and becoming 
the Kelly Road Shas TI Secondary 

Jess Fedigan | Prince George Matters
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School. This would show that 
not only is SD 57 attempting to 
make reconciliation, but that it is 
possible to honor both histories at 
the same time.

Is this change of name setting a 
bad precedent for the act of truth 
and reconciliation with the Lheidli 
T’enneh First Nations? Chair of 
the board Tim Bennett has made 
it clear that reconciliation with 
the Lheidli T’enneh is taking top 
priority over anything else. “We 
know that Kelly Road has a history 
and legacy in this district”, “but I 
also believe it’s the right thing to 
do”. Is this really the best course 
of action for aiding in acts of 
reconciliation? The irony is that in 
order to try to help promote and 
share the history of the Lheidli 
T’enneh, they are discounting 
the history that comes with Kelly 
Road. Many are arguing that the 

only reason the School District 
is going about this change is to 
garner favor with First Nations 
and make themselves look better.

A common argument with those 
who have no connection to the 
school is that “It’s just a name, who 
cares what the school is called, it 
doesn’t hurt anyone”. If this is the 
case, then how would giving an 
established high school a Dekelh 
name help reconciliation efforts 
with the Lheidli T’enneh? If the 
goal is to help keep the language 
active, there are certainly better 
alternatives than just renaming 
the school entirely. A common 
misconception is that the change 
of name is going to cost a lot of 
money. According to the official 
Kelly Road Secondary School 
website FAQ section, “The process 
of a name change is actually cost 
neutral at this time”.

While the change in name is not 
official at the time this article is 
written, and the SD 57 board has 
made a statement that there will 
be future consultations with the 
community, it does not seem to 
be boding well for those in favor 
of Kelly Road. Lheidli T’enneh 
Nation Chief Clay Pountney has 
stated that the reason for bringing 
the name change forward was as 
follows “We’re kind of reasserting 
ourselves, and it might be new to 
some people,” he stated, along with 
“Lheidli has been there for forever. 
It’s always been our territory.” Is 
this name going to be changed 
because the Lheidli T’enneh 
history is receiving priority for 
being First Nations? Prince George 
will have to wait and see.

your words

have weight
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Submit your ideas to over.the.edge.newspaper@gmail.com and see them published in the next issue!
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Pollution
Tuba Raofi

Publisher

Pollution is the introduction 
of harmful substances to the 

environment. These are mostly 
created by human action that 
results in damage to the natural 
surroundings. Pollution harms the 
welfare of humans, animals, and 
plants. There are different types of 
pollution, and the main pollutants 
that are the most dangerous for 
the Earth and its environment are 
air pollution, water pollution, and 
environmental pollution.

Air pollution is when a chemical 
and physical alteration of the air 
occurs, when fossil fuels or coal 
burn, oxides, smoke, dust, and any 
other toxic gasses and harmful 
material enter the atmosphere, 
that cause harm for human and 
animal health, and damages the 
natural environment and the 
atmosphere.

 The main sources of air pollution 
include the high usage of vehicles, 

which create poisonous and 
harmful gases. The increase in 
the number of factories, smoking, 
wood-burning fireplaces, wildfires, 
wind-blown dust, and animal 
waste (which creates carbon 
dioxide), hair spray, and household 
chemicals are the main cause of 
air pollution. Air pollution can 
cause harm to humans’ health and 
cause such problems as wheezing, 
coughing, asthma, heart problems, 
lung cancer, and irritation in 
the eyes, nose, and throat. Since 
animals have a similar respiratory 
system to humans, air pollution 
can cause respiratory problems 
and skin irritation for them 
too. Low atmosphere and ozone 
damage the plants, so we can see 
the damage of air pollution in the 
plants easily, in that it damages 
and kills the plants.

Since air pollution has bad effects 
on humans’ health, people should 

try to stop the air pollution by 
reducing the use of vehicles, by 
taking bus, regularly doing car 
check-ups and keeping the car 
maintenance up to date, and 
avoid smoking, buying products 
that come in spray can, using of 
nonrecyclable products, plastic 
bags and hazardous chemicals, as 
well as to try to use both side of 
paper, consider going green, and 
drive electric cars.

Waste from factories, buildings, 
and homes are dumped into the 
water bodies like oceans, rivers, 
and lakes, which contaminates 
water. Water pollution is a big 
issue in the global context. When 
bodies of water are filled with 
waste, garbage, chemical, and 
plastic products, it affects marine 
life negatively, and it has led the 
worldwide cause of deaths and 
diseases. Many marine creatures 
die daily because of water 

pollution. All over the world most 
people do not have access to clean 
drinking water, and that number 
is increasing yearly.  The best 
way to reduce water pollution is 
to stop polluting the water, and 
save the lives of marine animals, 
humans, and plants. To have 
clean water, people should not 
throw trash or chemicals into 
sewer drains, wash their cars 
far away from any stormwater 
drains, not dump waste or plastic 
products into water bodies, use 
less or not use plastic products at 
all, do not dispose oil in the sink, 
use less dishwasher and laundry 
detergent, or use environmentally 
friendly detergents, and use less 
chemicals.

When pollutants contaminate the 
natural surroundings and cause 
any undesirable change in the air, 
water, and soil, environmental 
pollution occurs. Human activities 

The Local Weekly
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such as cutting trees, using 
fossil fuels, hunting animals, 
water waste, and disturbing the 
ecological balance are the cause 
of environmental pollution. 
Environmental pollution damages 
the health of humans, animals, 
and plants. The diseases that can 
occur because of environmental 
pollution are skin cancer, lung 
cancer, asthma, stroke etc. we 
can control the environmental 
pollution by not cutting off the 
trees and planting more trees, 
eliminating plastic products, and 
since the are pollution and water 
pollution cause the environmental 
pollution, if people try to control 
the air and water pollution it will 
help to have a clean environment 
and free of pollution.

Most of our human activities make 
the earth move down a path to an 
unhealthy future for the earth and 
all its living organisms. Pollution 
is a major problem in all over the 
world, and it does damage to the 
environment, humans, animals, 
and plants. There are different 
types of pollution, such as air 
pollution, water pollution, and 
environmental pollution. All 
living organisms use water for 
survival, soil for producing food, 
and the air for breathing, if these 
are pollutants, can damage all 
living organisms in the world. 
Pollution can occur diseases 
like cancers, asthma, allergies, 
stroke, wheezing, irritations and 
heart problems. People should be 
aware of the factor that can cause 
pollution and take the necessary 
steps to keep the future of the 
earth and next-generation safe 
and healthy. The main things 
that are causing pollution are the 
industries, agricultural wastes, 
animal wastes, burning of fossil 
fuels, sewage and wastewater, 
marine dumping, cutting of trees, 
and urban development which put 
the living organism and the world 
in danger.

Since human’s activities causing 
the pollution, they prevent 
it and save the life of marine, 
animals, humans, and the world 
by considering purchasing an 
electronic car or taking bus if it 
possible, reduce the number of 

trips that has taken with cars, 
choose products with minimal 
packaging, eliminate the plastic 
products,  eliminate fireplace and 
wood stove uses, quit smoking, use 
natural environmentally friendly 
chemicals, recycle, do not cut off 
the trees, plant more trees, and go 
green.

NRDC
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Update Letter From the Vice-Chancellor
Courtesy of UNBC

Once again, it’s worth starting 
this message with a thank 

you to the entire University 
community. When we made the 
decision to move to alternate 
modes of course delivery and 
assessments, I recognized the 
burden this places on our faculty, 
students and staff. Yet the 
response has been inspirational. 
I’m hearing from faculty who are 
challenging themselves to find 
new ways to provide instruction, 
and I’m hearing from students who 
understand we are doing this in 
the interest of public health. Many 
of our classes have transitioned 
already and I am fully supportive of 
not waiting until Thursday where 
appropriate. Our administrative 
staff have responded wonderfully 
to support this process as well. 
The way our community has come 
together to support one another is 
what makes UNBC so special.

The world around us is changing 
rapidly. We’re seeing heightened 
travel restrictions, changes to 
service levels and a very real 
impact on our daily lives.

Here at UNBC we are no different. 
We continue to be in contact with 
and follow guidance provided by 
Northern Health, the Provincial 
Health Officer (PHO), and the 
Ministry of Advanced Education, 
Skills and Training in our decision 
making. We continue to assess the 
situation and make decisions as 
needed for our University.

So on that front, a few updates for 
you:

Our campuses remain open. 
Services such as the library, food 
services, and student housing 
remain open. Some service levels 
may need to be changed, or have 
already changed (such as food 
services) in order to support 
public health.

Although our students are 

encouraged to move out of 
residences if possible, many 
students are unable to, so our 
residences remain open.

Human Resources is working 
on updates regarding working 
from home. At this stage, we are 
not requiring that people work 
from home, but we are looking 
into accommodations for the 
immunocompromised, people who 
care for the immunocompromised, 
and those who are returning from 
travel who need to self-isolate.

In addition, the Northern Sport 
Centre Ltd. Board of Directors 
(a partnership between the City 
of Prince George and UNBC) 
has decided it is in the public 
interest to close that facility 
given the nature of activities that 
take place there and to promote 
social distancing. This decision 
aligns with the closure of other 
recreational facilities in Prince 
George.

In closing, I thank our students 
who are demonstrating leadership 
and understanding as we navigate 
uncharted waters. We know this 
has been a challenging year, but 
we are forever grateful that you 
are part of the UNBC community.

In addition to my update this 
afternoon, I wanted to send 
a special announcement this 
evening. Effective tomorrow, 
based on guidance provided by 
the Provincial Health Officer, 
classes of greater than 50 people 
can no longer occur in a face-
to-face fashion. Professors may 
choose to delay or re-schedule 
work to accommodate the short 
notice. I will ask our faculty to 
communicate with you regarding 
their plans.

I truly understand your frustration 
as we implement the guidance 
we receive from public health 
agencies as we move to alternate 

modes of delivery.

I thank you for your patience and 
understanding during this rapidly 
evolving situation.

Geoff Payne,

President and Vice-Chancellor
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The Future of Forestery?

Mackenzie Kerr
Contributor

I think we can all agree that 
forestry is an incredibly 

important industry in the north. 
Although the industry is suffering 
around the province right now I 
believe it will come back stronger 
than ever if we are smart about 
our management. 

With the Natural Resource Forum 
being located in Prince George I 
think it is the perfect opportunity 
to discuss the future of the forest 
industry. We need to be supporting 
natural resource companies that 
prioritize sustainability and 
not just using this buzz word 
on their website to appeal to 
environmentalists. 

As we discuss the future of 
the forest industry we need 
to start brainstorming local 
manufacturing opportunities and 
adding more value per hectare to 
our forests. It’s unbelievable that 
we are shipping raw logs away just 
to buy them back when they are 
processed into cabinets or tables. 

While communities like Mackenzie 
are protesting local mills stay 
open, people are starting to 
discuss the idea of bringing back 
appurtenancy, which the liberals 
took away in 2003. The main idea 
of this would be to promote local 
processing in the communities 
where the trees are harvested 
but there are also problems with 
bringing old systems back into 
place and I’m not sure if this is the 
right way forward but it’s a topic 
that keeps coming up. A topic that 
also came up in class the other day 
was actually a smart idea but I’m 
not sure if it would work. We were 
discussing equalization payments 
in Canada and if we could use the 
same idea in BC for communities 
that are succeeding to help 
support smaller communities like 
Fort St. James or Burns Lake that 
are being hit really hard by the 
forestry downtown. I know it may 
sound crazy but the idea of this 
class is to discuss what it would 
look like, even if actually going 

through with the idea is very 
improbable. Talking about “out 
of the box” ideas is how we are 
going to find solutions as a diverse 
community. 

Convincing prosperous 
communities to share their wealth 
with suffering communities would 
be a difficult sell but thinking 
about the complexity of how it 
would work and the opposition 
that would ensue was the point of 
the exercise. Finding “solutions” 
to the forest industry is not as 
easy as getting a softwood lumber 
agreement and renegotiating 
stumpage as some suggest. It’s 
an extremely complex system 
that requires deep thought and 
consultation. Although I wish we 
could start from scratch sometimes 
to ensure we have forests left 
for our great-grandchildren 
I know that it’s not practical. 
That is why I will be attending 
the Natural Resource forum and 
working to build relationships 
WITH industry instead of against 

it. I do believe there is a place 
for peaceful protest but I know I 
personally work better at creating 
relationships with people than 
against them. I also have a lot to 
learn so attending these events 
can give me one perspective. 
Being in the green community, 
being in school and working in the 
forest industry gives me another 
perspective. I think grasping all of 
these perspectives and exposing 
myself to as many as possible is 
incredibly important to forming 
my own opinion as well. No one 
has a silver bullet to completely fix 
the industry but I think working 
on banning exporting raw logs 
and banning the spraying of 
glyphosate on our forests is a great 
start.

National Park Service
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When you think of poetry, who 
comes to mind? Shakespeare 

or Woodsworth? Perhaps that 
question might be a bit difficult if 
you have never taken the time to 
enjoy a good ol’ English poem. 

Have you ever tried to write 
poetry? 

Writing poetry is difficult for 
many, but for UNBC’s Briana Greer, 
she is about to have a Japanese 
poem she wrote published in 
a collection of Japanese poems 
called The Shortest Letter of Japan: 
Season. Over 32,000 submissions 
were made and only 145 were 
selected, including Briana’s poem. 
She was the only non-Japanese 
resident chosen, which only 
further demonstrates how far she 
has come in learning and applying 
Japanese. Only one other prior 
UNBC student has had their work 

selected for publication as part of 
this competition. Briana Greer is a 
third year Global and International 
Studies student at UNBC.

So, you may be wondering, what 
was this poem about? The topic 
for the competition was seasons. 
Contestants were limited to using 
only 40 Japanese characters. Her 
poem was about sitting close to the 
fire on a cold winter day, wishing 
to be with her love. Briana told me 
that although she had spent much 
time articulating her thoughts 
for the poem, she had submitted 
the poem at the last minute and 
didn’t really think much about it 
afterwards. It has been a dream 
come true for her to be recognized 
internationally for her poem. 
Briana has been invited to attend 
an awards ceremony in Japan on 
April 26th, but unfortunately will 

be unable to attend due to the 
short notice and cost.

 

As a friend of Briana for many 
years now, it is so exciting to see 
her excel in a language she has put 
in so much time and effort to learn. 
Each semester she is hesitant to 
take the next level of Japanese, 
but always ends up registering 
for the next Japanese course she 
can take. She loves to push herself 
and is always up to the challenge. 
One day she was even trying to 
teach me some Japanese, but I just 
don’t think I have the motivation 
to learn another language. I’m 
incredibly proud of my great friend 
– and I can’t wait to get a hold of 
this book she’s been published in 
(even though I probably will never 
be able to read it myself!).

UNBC’s Very Own Japanese Poet

Lila Mansour
Writer

UNBC
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The Last Word

Hope is the thing with feathers
That perches in the soul

And sings the tune 
without the words

And never stops at all.
- Emily Dickinson


