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Message	from	President	Susan	Pantages	

The	year	2020	has	proven	to	be	most	challenging	in	our	lifetime	but	not	surprisingly,	our	community	continues	to	show	
its	resilience.		This	past	year	has	been	a	difficult	time	for	our	Diamond	Bar	Library	with	the	closure	of	both	the	Library	
itself	and	our	2	non-profit	bookstores.	A	large	part	of	our	organizations	monetary	contribution	to	the	Library	is	through	
public	donations,	bookstore	sales	and	our	annual	Wine	Soirée	and	Auction,	all	of	which	took	a	hit	in	2020.		As	an	
organization	we	remain	committed	to	literacy	in	Diamond	Bar	and	along	with	the	help	of	this	generous	community,	we	
were	able	to	commit	in	2020	to	the	following	budget:		

Children-	Programs,	Supplies,	Books	and	Audio	Books		 	 	 	$14,500.00	

Teen	–	Programs,	Supplies,	Books	and	Audio	Books								 	 	 			$7,700.00	

Adult	–	Programs,	Supplies,	Books,	DVDs,	Music	CD’s	and	Audio	Books	 	$16,800.00	

*Because	of	Program	cancellations	due	to	COVID-19	much	of	the	funding	went	into	replacing	older,	damaged	books	and	
buying	new	books	to	supplement	the	library	collection	and	boost	our	online	availability.	

We	were	also	blessed	to	receive	an	endowment	of	$16,000	donated	through	the	Trust	of	Lynn	Elliott,	a	longtime	
resident	of	Diamond	Bar	and	a	devoted	patron	of	our	Library.	These	funds	were	used	in	the	purchase	of	Children,	Teen	
and	Adult	Books,	Audio	Books	and	DVD’s	including	large	print	books.	

It	is	important	for	Diamond	Bar	residents	to	know	how	their	donations	and	support	of	our	fundraising	activities	help	our	
library	be	the	best	it	can	be	and	for	that	WE	THANK	YOU.		Your	continued	support	is	much	appreciated.	Here’s	to	a	
Happy,	Healthy	2021!	

I	am	pleased	to	announce	the	Diamond	Bar	Friends	of	the	Library	Executive	Board	for	2021-2022	President	-	Susan	
Pantages,	Vice	President	Julia	Gomez,	Secretary	Paula	Block,	Treasurer	Helen	Lin	and	Parliamentarian	Dana	Cox.	

	

 

 



Basically BOOKS UPDATE 
On November 16, 2019 we happily celebrated the 20th anniversary of Basically BOOKS.  We opened our first 

non-profit bookstore in November 1999 and have survived moving twice to our present location at 23447 

Golden Springs Road.  We are proud to be able to offer this valuable service to our community and look 

forward to continuing into the future.  Unfortunately, it has been necessary to temporarily close our Golden 

Springs store due to the resurgence of COVID19.  With the help of our dedicated volunteers, we had been able 

to open five days a week for a short time and hope to reopen as soon as it is safe to do so.   

As with our first reopening in November, admittance to the store will be monitored by the volunteer staff so that 

only a certain number of customers will be inside at any one time.  We appreciate your understanding of these 

and other measures; they will ensure that we are in compliance with current health regulations and will enable 

all our customers to have a worry-free shopping experience. 

Our second store in the Diamond Bar Library is not scheduled for reopening at this time.  That store cannot 

open until the Los Angeles County Library is able to open the Diamond Bar Library for public use. 

Our friends and customers have been very generous donating many books and other media to fill the shelves of 

BasicallyBOOKS.  However, we are not currently able to accept donations due to lack of space and 

volunteers to process these donations.  Please save them for the future or find another home for these 

treasured books. 

If you would like to be a part of our bookstore volunteer team and spend 3 hours per week or per alternate 

week, give Bookstore Manager Mary Hackett a call at (909) 702-1095.		

	

	
Valuable	Information	from	our	Diamond	Bar	Library	Manager	Pui-Ching	Ho	

	
Diamond Bar Library will soon offer Laptop & Hotspot Loans. Do you know anyone without 

internet or a computer at home who would benefit from borrowing them—to apply for jobs, or 

access homeschooling resources? They will soon be able to check out a kit with a Chromebook and 

wireless hotspot to access the internet (plus chargers) inside a handy carrying case. Borrow for 3 

weeks, with the option to renew, if available. Please note: Laptop & Hotspot Loan Kits require a 

full access library card to check out. Customers can upgrade their digital cards to full access 

cards.  Please call the library for more information. 

 

The LA County Library launched a new virtual program series, "Parent-Ade: When Life Gives You Distance 

Learning".  These virtual weekly events are held on every Wednesday afternoon at 4pm in English and 5pm in 

Spanish.  Parents will get tips on how to use library resources to support distance learning, and ways to help 



children stay focused and on task as well as how to manage and track children's schoolwork.  Please check out 

our library website www.lacountylibrary.org for more information. 

 

 

 
 

FROM THE BOOK NOOK 
We are always sharing book ideas and thought you might like to join the discussion.  Since March we have all 
probably doubled our reading and most have been enjoyable, educational or just fun.  Most of these books are 
available from the Diamond Bar Library and many can be found at BasicallyBOOKS.  You can’t beat the price:  
the library is free and Basically BOOKS prices are rock-bottom. 
 
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU…. 
 

• Have you found a special book during your visits to Basically BOOKS?   
• How long have you been going to Basically BOOKS? 
• Do you belong to a book group?  What are you reading in your group? 
• How is that going for you during the pandemic? 
• Tell us your experiences at Basically BOOKS through the last 20 years.  
•  
•  

…. PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.dblibraryfriends.org AND LET US 
KNOW! 
 

• From Library Manager Pui-Ching Ho: Isabella Artist Extraordinaire: Just How Inspired Can a Little 
Girl Be? by Jennifer Fosberry:  A day off from school and Isabella wonders what to do.  Her parents' 
suggestions for possible outings are responded by Isabella's drawings.  Each drawing is a different 
famous art piece featuring her and her family.  Masterpieces of Western art are introduced to young 
children through the imaginary journey of Isabella.  It is a great picture book to share with any aspiring 
young artists! 
 

• From Kathleen Newe:  I just finished Shakespeare in a Divided America by James Shapiro.  The author 
takes us through eight defining moments in America’s history and links them to the influence of 
Shakespeare in our history.  Shapiro takes us from President John Quincy Adams’s disgust with 
Desdemona to Abraham Lincoln and his assassin John Wilkes Booth’s competing obsessions with 
Shakespeare plays to Kiss Me, Kate and Shakespeare in Love.  It brings together Shakespeare with 
America’s history and current events. 

 



• Don’t forget that if you can’t find books at the Diamond Bar Library or BasicallyBOOKS, you can order 
from Amazon through Amazon Smile and name Diamond Bar Friends of the Library as your charity of 
choice.  We then get a small percentage of each sale. 

 
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

By Membership Chair Elaine Mickle 

Happy New Year 

The Diamond Bar Friends of the Library board met in December.  At that meeting, a proposal was made to 
rename the membership program of the Diamond Bar Friends of the Library. Membership is now known as a 
giving program in support of the Diamond Bar Library.  The board has encouraged over the past years, for 
patrons of our library, the bookstore, and those who enjoy reading to become a friend or stay a friend of the 
Diamond Bar Library. Through our giving program, you become a friend of the Diamond Bar Library.  All 
donations, of any amount, supports our premier community resource, the Diamond Bar Library.  

Friends of the Library through you help provide funding for the purchase of new books and digital media 
materials in multiple languages for the Library, The Friends financially support many Library reading programs 
and activities that benefit all age groups.  In addition, the Friends provide funding capital improvement projects 
for the Library that enhance the library experience. Example of these projects are purchase of children’s 
furniture in 2018, reupholstering chairs in the adult reading area in 2019 and renovation of the reading garden in 
2020. 

The Donation Giving Levels are as follows: 
Charles Dickens Junior or Senior Donation 

$15 or under 
Agatha Christie $16 - $25 

Ernest Hemingway $26 - $50 
Mark Twain $51 - $100 

Emily Dickinson $101 - $250 
F. Scott Fitzgerald $251 - $499 

Shakespeare $500 - $999 
Jane Austen $1000 + 

 
 
A donation of $250 or greater qualifies the donor as a Lifetime Friend of the Library. Lifetime friends receive 
recognition in our annual Wine Soiree program and in our Friends of the Library display at the Diamond Bar 
Library. 
 
In 2020, we had four new lifetime friends: John & Julia Gomez, Stan Liu, Jesse Lum, Richard Malooly, 
Michael Wilkinson. 
 
Our 2020 donor friends are: 
Charles Dickens friends: 
Nancy Aguilera, Donna Andrauskas, Sam & Barbara Armstrong, Dr. Manual & Gloria Baca, Patricia 
Cagnollati, Alan Camblin, Vivian Cao, Gloria & Arthur Coleman, Tommy Cribbins, Estelle Ford, 
Margaret Gonzales, George Grant, Richard & Bonnie Kirchner,  
Beatrice McMillan, Sandra Gallegos-McCultry, Fred & Sharron Tanzer, Philip Tran, Marian & Tony 
Welch, Patricia Wetzel 
 



Agatha Christie friends: 
 Lucille Daymon, Nicole Jackson, Michael & Shelley Laddusaw, Kay Sullivan, Orien Pagan, Sam & 
Susan Wright. 
  
Ernest Hemingway friends 
Kim Alegado, Bageloo Bakery, Donna Brooks, Paul Deibel, Hee Bok Kim, Virginia Pranik, Barbara 
Whitsitt, Diane Wilks 
 
Mark Twain friends: 
Justo & Grizel Avila, Faiez & Farez Ennabe, Julie Miller, Deliah Knox, Pedro Rios 
 
Emily Dickinson friends:   
Claudia Maidenburg 
 
Lifetime friends who have made an annual donation: 
  
Lifetime Ernest Hemingway friends: Ruth Low & Rick Rogers 
 
Lifetime Mark Twain friend; Elaine Mickle 
 
Lifetime Emily Dickinson friends:  Helen Lin, Tony & Liling Torng 
  
Lifetime Shakespeare friends: Larry Smith & Nancy Lyons, Kathleen Newe, Wanda Tanaka 
 
Thank you all for your generous donations in these unprecedented times. Our library, even though it is 
closed to in-house patrons, continues to support the literacy in our community through online programs 
and curbside service.  

 
Donations for 2021, can be made by check made out to “Diamond Bar Friends of the Library” and mailed to: 

Diamond Bar Friends of the Library 
23535 Palomino Drive, #232 

Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
 

Or visit our website www.dblibrary friends.org 
 

Become	a	friend	today	and	stay	a	friend	tomorrow	
	

Diamond Bar Friends of Library website:  www.dblibraryfriends.com 
Diamond Bar Library website:  LACountyLibrary.org 
Basically BOOKS 
23447 Golden Springs Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 

Diamond Bar Library and Basically 
BOOKS 
21800 Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 

Diamond Bar Center 
1600 Grand Avenue 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 

     
The Diamond Bar Friends of the Library monthly board meeting is open to the public. 
The meetings will be usually held on the second Saturday of the month starting at 8:30 a.m. (suspended right now) 
	

Visit	our	website	www.dblibraryfriends.org	
 
	



	
About	LA	County	Library	
	
	
	
Founded	in	1912,	LA	County	Library	is	one	of	the	largest	and	most	innovative	library	systems	in	the	US.	It	offers	free	
public	resources	including	books,	music,	multimedia	materials,	computer	and	internet	access,	and	educational	and	
recreational	services	to	3.4	million	residents	across	3,000	square	miles	through	its	87	libraries	and	mobile	fleet	of	18	
vehicles,	including	3	Bookmobiles,	10	MākMō	maker	mobiles,	and	5	Reading	Machines.	LA	County	Library	is	dedicated	to	
reducing	barriers	and	increasing	access	to	and	equity	of	public	services	for	all.	To	learn	more,	visit	LACountyLibrary.org	
and	follow	@LACountyLibrary	on	Facebook,	Twitter	and	Instagram.	
 
	
	
	
	
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


