
President's Message 
Living in Uncertain Times
We live in uncertain times in our world today, facing 
issues such as pandemics, inflation, wars, etc.  However, 
as depressed as the world and country might make you 
feel, you can take some confidence in your community’s 
situation.  Since we turned over from developer 
control,  we have been faced with the uncertainty of the 
material conditions of the various systems in our community.  As a result, 
we embarked on an aggressive program of renewal for the community’s 
infrastructure.  There have been many projects implemented in our 
community since that time.

We have spent over $2 million in the past three (3) years on inspections 
and upgrades on our roadways, the entire sewage system (lift stations and 
manholes), our ponds, common area and neighborhood landscaping and 
improvements, to name a few.  In addition, we are about to totally replace 
our entry gate systems, begin sidewalk repairs and upgrade our potable 
water system.  In our “spare time,” we rebuilt the community center and 
parking lot last year.

The major uncertainty still facing us today is the long-term availability of a 
sufficient supply of irrigation water for our landscaping.  All irrigation water 
use from the ponds and wells is reported monthly to the Southwest Florida 
Water Management District (“SWFWMD”) and they have imposed a limit on 
our total consumption which is not far above our current consumption.  
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UPCAI 
Board of Directors 
Meetings 
Agenda Activity from the June  
16 Board Meeting

MOTIONS AND APPROVALS
 
Finance Committee
Five reserve spend requests for the 
community and three common area 
improvement requests from either 
neighborhood operating or reserves.
 
Infrastructure
• 5 manholes repaired in Langley to 

install carbon filter cartridges.
• Observation Deck next to Rotunda is 

finished and open for visits.  Painting in 
5 weeks. 

• Delay in Whitebridge Court pumping 
station replacement.  Further talks with 
consultant.

• FPL.  Collecting lists of various 
“damages” from affected 
neighborhoods; letter of claims to FPL 
will follow.

• Sidewalk maintenance underway.  
Review results in July.

Outreach
• HUGSS and SMILES Campaign will run 

from July 11-22nd.  It’s a community 
favorite and anticipate a good response 
for school supplies and donations 
to help buy backpacks and school 
uniforms for 300 needy students.

Secretary  
• Safety and Access Control Sub 

Committee presented initial steps and 
update.  

• Three common area improvement 
requests were approved for Henley, 
Lennox/Lansdowne Crescent (shared 
pool expenses) and Eaton Place.

Treasurer
• Presentation of portfolio review. 

Landscape Master Plan (LMP) 
• Finalizing the installation plan for 

Phase 1 with vendor Duval; anticipated 
start date - end of the month, weather 
permitting.  Complete Phase 1 
approved plan is available on the UPCAI 
website under LMP.

Welcome Jim Bennett
We are pleased to welcome Jim Bennett to the Park  
Boulevard Management team in a new role as the  
Infrastructure Operations Manager. 

Jim will be responsible for the operating systems for University Park’s 
Infrastructure and utilities, which include lift stations, manholes, 
irrigation pump stations, the portable water system, and the storm drain 
system. Jim will oversee the maintenance and repair schedules along with 
emergency repairs.

Jim brings 20 years plus of maintenance experience in plant operations, 
utilities, construction and wastewater treatment facilities. Jim joins us 
from Sarasota County Government where he was responsible for Lift 
Station Maintenance. With Jim onboard this will allow for Brian Niehaus 
to focus more on the numerous landscaping and pond issues.

Jim has been married for 35 wonderful years. He and his wife Vickie 
have 7 children: Adam, Andrew, Amber, Austin, Anagrace, Amelia and 
Abraham and their Goldendoodle, Alex. Needless to say his spare time 
is filled with his wife and children. Jim is also an Ohio State Buckeye and 
Cincinnati Bengals fan!

Jim may be reached at jbennett@upcai-fl.com or 941.355.3888 ext. 104.

Please welcome Jim to the UPCAI team!

That is the reason for turning off our 
irrigation pumps after a rainfall of 
greater than three-quarters of an 
inch (3/4”).  For long-term security, 
we must learn how to take advantage 
of new technologies to develop 
pumping stations, irrigation systems 
and sprinkler techniques that can 
substantially reduce our water use, 
while still meeting the irrigation 
needs of our community and the 
golf course.  Reductions in our water 
use by thirty percent (30%) of the 
present level of use are achievable.  
The Infrastructure Committee has 
mobilized an effort to begin detailed 
evaluations of costs and effectiveness 
of various alternatives.  The goal is to 
have specific recommendations for 
the community by the first quarter of 
next year. 

University Park 
Improvements 

• Community Center 
• Reclamite paving renewal 
• Video inspection of sewer 

piping + 409 manholes 
• Replacement of 50 corroded 

manholes 
• Overhaul & re-line first lift 

station 
• Completed Phase I of 

the LMP & selected 
neighborhood updates 

• Pond Maintenance & 
Monitoring Program 

• Total replacement of gate 
systems at front, Honore & 
Henley in 2022 

• Begin upgrades of potable 
water system valves

Living in Uncertain Times continued from page 1 
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The Women’s Club New Member 
Lunches provide an enjoyable and 
effective way to get quickly involved 
in our community.  Held at the 
University Park Grill & Café on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of 
each month, seating is limited to 12 
members who gather from 12 – 1:30 
in a relaxed and casual atmosphere.  

Each lunch is hosted by an active 
member of the Women’s Club, who 
helps with introductions. It takes 
little time until the conversational 
ball is rolling.  Names of hairdressers, 
painters, service vendors, favorite 
restaurants, and fun activities for 
visiting family are shared.  Common 

interests are discovered, and there is 
always a warm sense of welcome and 
“getting to know you.”  Commenting 
that they meet different people each 
time, many new members attend 
multiple lunches and expand their 
circle of friends even more quickly. 
 
If you’re new to the Women’s Club 
(since 2019) and are interested in 
signing up to attend, registration is 
done on the web site.  If you’ve come 
before, do plan to come again...we 
have many delightful new members 
of our community for you to meet.  
If you need help registering, contact 
Andrea Mahan, Chair, at 941-320-
7020 or andrealmahan@gmail.com.

New Member Lunches

UNIVERSITY PARK WOMEN'S CLUB

1. How many neighborhood pools 
are there? 

2. What does SWFWMD stand for 
(see article in this issue)? 

3. Which neighborhoods are these 
3 streets located in? Fairhaven 
Glen, Churston Lane, Marston 
Court. 

4. After what date did new 
homeowners have to become 
a social member of the Country 
Club? 

5. What was the last neighborhood 
to be developed? 

6. Is there a natural source feeding 
any of our 50 ponds? 

7. Which two of our larger 
neighborhoods border hole #15?

8. Where is Tract 7/Parcel 7 and 
why is it so important?

9. Which neighborhoods do not 
have a direct golf course view?

10. Who now owns the former sales 
office located just south of the 
Gatehouse?

So You Think  
You Know 
University Park 
TRIVIA (Round 2)?

answers on page 4

On the Qui Vive

Today, in addition to the local scams 
that continue to hit our computer 
email and sometimes our cell phones 
and landlines, we all have to be on 
our toes.  Nearly 1 in 3 Americans 
say they fell victim to a phone scam 
in 2021.  

But each of us must continue to 
be vigilant right here in our own 
community, too.  There was a recent 
incident where a vendor alleged to 
have contracts with 50 (it turned out 
to be just 1) homes, was soliciting 

door-to-door, neighborhood to 
neighborhood selling their services.  
One salesman was on a motorized 
scooter. Once our Gate and Patrol 
staff located the salesmen, they were 
supplied with bogus information 
about ownership of the company 
and the salesmen were advised to 
immediately exit the premises as 
they were trespassing, soliciting is 
not permitted and they will no longer 
be given access to service any home 
in the community.

We encourage each of our residents 
to talk to their vendors to ensure 
they are cognizant of our "NO 
Solicitation" Policy, that they are not 
tailgating to get through the back 
gate and they are listed on your 
profile of approved vendors for your 
home on dwellingLIVE.  

If you come across any unwelcomed 
visitors in our community, 
immediately contact PBM at  
941-355-3888, ext 103. 
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What role do they play in regulating our ponds?
 
One thing that makes University Park a special place to live is the natural 
habitat throughout our community that includes our 50 ponds.  They play an 
important role to provide many scenic views that attract the wildlife and birds 
along with supporting our irrigation needs and stormwater control to protect 
our properties from potential floods. The organization governing our ponds 
is the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD). They are 
frequently referred to as “Swift Mud”! 

What is SWFWMD?

PONDS COMMITTEE

SWFWMD is a state 
government entity 

that covers roughly 
10,000 sq. miles 

and a population 
of 4.7 million 

people in SW/
Central Florida

SWFWMD responsibilities include 
management of water resources 
for agriculture, ranching, water 
conservation, and flood control.  
Because our ponds (and wells) 
are man-made and not naturally 
occurring lakes, they are subject 
to strict government licensing and 
regulatory requirements.  SWFWMD 
oversees our Water Use Permit 
(WUP) which allocates the precise 
amount of water we can pump 
through our wells and use for 
irrigation. They also monitor and 
regulate the quality of stormwater 
flowing out of our community into 
the nearby watersheds.   Park 
Boulevard Management (PBM) and 
the Infrastructure Committee play 
a key role in working with SWFWMD 

to maintain our licenses and comply 
with water usage requirements.   

The health of the ponds impacts 
our home values and quality of 
life.  While we are primarily focused 
on the aesthetics, our ponds 
were primarily designed for flood 
management. SWFWMD is the final 
authority in determining how much 
water can be pumped from the 
aquifer into the ponds by month 
from our eight “augmentation wells”. 
They also stipulate the precise 
amount of water our irrigation 
pumps can take out of the ponds for 
irrigating our homes, the common 
areas, and the golf course. Complying 
with these stipulations is a difficult 
balancing act performed by PBM.   
And we are told further reductions 
in amount that can be pumped from 
the aquifer will be upcoming in near 
future years. This will present a 
significant challenge to us as water 
conservation measures will have to 
be adopted.   

The Ponds Committee recently held 
a productive session with SWFWMD. 
Topics discussed included best 
practices for maintaining the littoral 
zones, the benefit to the health of 
ponds from providing “No Mow" 
zones, the potential need to dredge 
the ponds in the future as the banks 
continue to erode into the ponds 
reducing their ability to retain flood 
waters, and precisely how much 
littoral shelf material must be 
maintained.   

So now you know why SWFWMD 
is an important and vital entity to 
UPCAI, UPRD, and the Ponds and 
Infrastructure Committees. We know 
why it’s important to give our support 
to PBM as they administer and 
comply with SWFWMD licensing and 
regulations.  And most importantly, 
we also know how lucky we are to 
have these beautiful ponds with their 
associated wildlife.  

Answers to University Park Trivia (Round 2) 

1. Seven, but two are shared
2. Southwest Florida Water Management District
3. St. James Park, Virginia Water, Highgate
4. December 31, 2007
5. Lansdowne Crescent
6. No, but there is a conspiracy theory out there that says 

there is one in Hampton Green. We also have 6 wells.

7. Whitebridge Court and Hampton Green
8. Next to Lennox Gardens & Stanhope Gate 

neighborhoods and near KOHLS. The UPRD had the 
option to purchase it for $1 million and now it's part of 
the community.

9. Henley, Highgate, Hyde Park, Kenwood Park, Langley 
Park, Lennox, Notting Hill, St. John's Wood, Stanhope 
Gate, Virginia Water

10. UPCAI. It is now our Community Center.
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Bloom Where You are Planted
 

Florida Alternatives to Northern Favorites 
If you are still yearning for those northern favorites, here are a few colorful and climate friendly alternatives for some 
of the plants you left behind. 

While you may have enjoyed Chinese wisteria (Wisteria sinensis) in a previous climate, it is an exotic invasive in 
the Southeast and can grow so rapidly that it shades out other desirable plants and disrupts ecosystems and is, 
therefore, not recommended.

 
Queen’s Wreath (Petrea vovubilis) is a beautiful vine with similar outstanding features. It grows well here and is not 
known to be invasive. The purplish blue star-shaped flowers are similar to wisteria and cover the vine for several 
weeks in the spring and may bloom several times a year. It is cold hardy in zones 10B through 11. It is known to grow 
well here in our zone 9B in University Park.

Although we still miss the Eastern Redbuds (Cercis canadensis) blooming along with the dogwoods in the spring, there 
is a pink blooming tree in our area which is equally attractive. The Pink Tabebuia (Tabebuia heterophylla), also known 
as the pink trumpet tree or lavender trumpet tree, blooms in early spring and into summer with pink bell-shaped 
flowers followed by seedpods.

 
The Pink Tabebuia is a medium size tree which grows 20-30 feet tall with a spread of 15-25 feet. It grows at a 
moderate rate and is semi-evergreen. It may lose its leaves briefly as it flowers. The new leaves emerge making it 
beautiful year round. It is hardy in zones 10A-11 and grows best in full sun in well drained acidic soil. Tabebuia has 
high drought tolerance and moderate salt tolerance. It is gaining in popularity because it does not have an aggressive 
root system. Try it as a patio shade tree. 

You probably looked forward to the bright yellow blooms of Forsythia since it was one of the first signs of spring, but 
it only bloomed for a short period. Living here in Manatee County you will come to appreciate Thryallis (Galphimia 

ARCHITECTURE & LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE

Wisteria (Wisteria sinensis) Queen's Wreath (Petrea vovubilis)

Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis) Pink Tabebuia (Tabebuia heterophylla)

continued on page 6
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glauca) as much or more because it has showy yellow flowers throughout most of the year. It is a medium size shrub 
which is hardy in zones 9B-11. Left unattended, it can reach nine feet and is low maintenance except for an occasional 
pruning to keep it lower and nicely shaped. Thryallis actually benefits from being cut back hard in the spring. It thrives 
in a variety of landscapes and does best in full sun.

 
Based on an article by Manatee County, Florida Master Gardeners

Bloom Where You are Planted continued from page 5

Supporting locally operated non-profit organizations is an important part of University Park’s philanthropic culture and long history of 
charitable giving. We have always strived to be a socially responsible community.

UPCAI created a thriving Outreach Committee in 2006 to endorse and support hand-selected charities under the University Park 
community’s name. The mission is to be a reliable, long-term advocate and partner for FOUR vetted charities. We focus our resources on 
a small number of organizations where your support can make a significant difference. Every year we thank you for your outpouring of 
support.

UPCAI Outreach Committee Donation Policy

FOUR SELECTED CHARITIES THAT COMPRISE OUR ANNUAL OUTREACH CALENDAR

Our community thinks local and acts local. We work to improve the health and wellness in the Bradenton/Sarasota area by improving 
food access for the hungry (including seniors) and educational amenities for needy children. Your support is solicited without any 
obligation.

UPCAI OUTREACH COMMITTEE UNVETTED CHARITIES

Various national and local charities solicit directly to the residents.  The Outreach Committee takes no position on these solicitations as 
our mission is to support identified local charities. 

For more information: Jennifer Everingham, 941.355.3888 x233  |  8301 The Park Boulevard, University Park, Fl 34201 

F.E.L.T. 
Feeding Empty Little Tummies

Palmetto, FL

Food Bank of Manatee 
Meals on Wheels Plus

Manatee, FL

Hugss 
and Smiles! 

Sarasota, FL

Mayors’ 
Feed the Hungry Program  

Sarasota, FL

Forsythia Thryallis (Galphimia glauca)
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For the 11th year, UPCAI Outreach 
Committee has partnered with 
Eternal Bread of Life Outreach for 
the HUGSS (Help Us Give School 
Supplies) and Smiles Campaign.  
Thank you, University Park, for 
your donations of over $10,000, 
plus stuffed backpacks and school 
supplies, for over 300 needy 
students! These youngsters are 
really ready to learn, outfitted with 
their new duds and learning tools. 
The families served by this effort are 
so appreciative of your generosity. 

The last campaign on our 2022 
calendar will be the Mayors’ Feed 
the Hungry Thanksgiving Food Drive, 
from November 7-18. This will be 
our 18th year of supporting the 
organization through donations of 
food and/or funds.  The Mayors’ 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE

Program is sponsored by all Mayors 
and County Commissioners in both 
Manatee and Sarasota Counties, 
who recognize the dire need for 
assistance with food in our local 
communities. 

A big thank you to two of our 
departing committee members for 
their dedicated Outreach service 
to our community.  Dan Rex, of 
St. James Park, served on the 
committee for 6 years and Andrea 
Anderson, of Kenwood Park, 2 years.  
Both hard-working volunteers 
contributed much of their time to 
benefit those less fortunate in our 
greater community. 

And, after 16 years on the Outreach 
Committee, Chair, Linda Versluis, 
a long time Wentworth resident, 

announced her resignation.  Linda 
has been the star, beacon, and 
leading force for all the incredible 
charity work orchestrated for 
our community and she thanks 
residents for “unwavering support of 
all campaigns over the years.”

Remaining committee members 
Sandy McClure, Paula Lapierre, Julie 
Moser, and Leslie Timme, are poised 
to continue the great tradition of 
serving those in need with new 
members waiting in the wings to be 
announced.

HUGSS and Smiles Campaign ends with BIG BIG Smiles!

One of the first issues addressed by 
your Board following turnover was 
enforcement.   The Association is 
obligated and expected to maintain 
our high level of community 
standards.  Our General Counsel 
provided guidance that resulted 
in the Board’s adoption of our 
“Compliance/Covenant Enforcement 
Policy” in February, 2021 and, as 
advised, the Board formed the 
Advisory Group on Compliance 
Practices.   This group consists of 
Board-appointed homeowners, along 
with Directors, that provide on-going 
guidance and support to PBM.  

Most of our homeowners are familiar 
with the fact that enforcement of 

community standards by UPCAI, as 
defined in our governing documents 
and Board approved policies, 
is delegated to Park Boulevard 
Management (PBM).  Homeowners 
recently received notice that the 
routine PBM quarterly inspections 
of lots will begin on August 
1st.    If violations are identified, 
homeowners will be mailed a First 
Notice by PBM and are requested to 
have the violations corrected as soon 
as possible and to contact the PBM 
staff if there are any questions.

The adoption of Fl Ch 720 was, 
in part, an effort to help prevent 
abusive practices related to fines and 
sanctions imposed by Homeowner’s 

Community Standards Compliance 

Associations’.   Violations do not 
reach the Board under our Policy 
unless a homeowner has failed to 
respond to a Second Notice, and 
all efforts for discussion with the 
owner by PBM have been exhausted.   
Only the Board (and not PBM or a 
UPCAI Committee) has the authority, 
under law, to levy sanctions or fines.  
However, these actions cannot 
be enforced until reviewed and 
approved by a Hearing Committee 
appointed by the Board which 
must provide the homeowner the 
opportunity to be heard.    

COMMUNITY INFO

Left Shirley McArthur, Eternal 
Bread of Life, right Sandy McClure 
Outreach Committee
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Learn how to understand and use this important application that the community uses 
for many of their important meetings. This "how to" stresses the importance of telling 
us who you are.

Zap You're on ZOOM!

www.upcai-fl.com  

When a participant requests to join a meeting, a profile name such as “Guest” or “iPad” is often reflected in the 
association’s permanent attendance roster.  It is important to properly create your ZOOM profile containing your 
first and last name for the association’s official records but, also, because we do not wish to inadvertently admit a 
participant who does not belong to University Park and might have bad intentions, such as attempting to hijack a 
meeting, as has happened before.  

Please take a moment to review this important “how to” and confirm that your ZOOM profile properly reflects who 
you are!  Should you need any assistance with this or have any questions, please contact Jennifer Everingham, 
jeveringham@upcai-fl.com.
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PBM MAIN
 941-355-3888

Brian Niehaus
Director, PBM Operations

Ext. 105
bniehaus@upcai-fl.com 

 
Jim Bennett

Infrastructure Operations Manager
Ext. 104 

jbennett@upcai-fl.com 

Fidel Villegas
Assistant Property Manager

Ext. 263
fvillegas@upcai-fl.com

Sandy Lee
Administrative Coordinator

Ext. 106
slee@upcai-fl.com

Beverly Latine
UPCAI Controller

Ext. 261
blatine@upcai-fl.com

Stacy Rannazzisi 
Senior Staff Accountant 

Ext. 232
srannazzisi@upcai-fl.com

Jennifer Everingham
Assistant Board Secretary/

Neighborhood Committee Liaison
Ext. 233

jeveringham@upcai-fl.com

 Megan Radish
Administrative Assistant

Ext. 103
mradish@upcai-fl.com

Larry Gioconda 
Gate Access Control Manager 

Ext. 256 
lgioconda@upcai-fl.com 

 
John Fetsick

General Manager
Ext. 226

jfetsick@universitypark-fl.com

Park Boulevard Management Offices 
are located in the 

UPCAI Community Center
just before the gatehouse at 

8301 The Park Boulevard.
Their hours of operation are:

8:30 am -5:00 pm

SAVE THE DATE
All committees are 

currently meeting online via Zoom. 
Watch your emails for the 

Zoom information for each meeting. 

Architecture & Landscape 
Committee

Fridays at 10:00 am

Chair Council Meeting
Second Monday each month

4:00 pm

Finance Committee
Once per quarter 

day subject to change
3:30 pm

Ponds Committee
First Thursday each month

2:00 pm

UPCAI Board of Directors
Third Thursday each month

10:00 am

Infrastructure Committee
Second Thursday each month

2:00 pm 

 

UP to Date 
Can be found on the UPCAI website 

https://upcai-fl.com/lifestyle/.  
 

To send comments, ask questions or 
add suggestions for articles,  

contact Jennifer Everingham at 
jeveringham@upcai-fl.com 

UPCAI 
Board of Directors 

Tom Christopher
Board President

2022 - 2023

Bill Lockhorn
Board Vice President

2022 - 2023

Peter Conway
Board Secretary

2021 - 2022

Pat Thompson
Board Treasurer

2021 - 2022

Janette Gatesy
Board Director

2022

Peggy Lowndes
Board Director

2022 - 2023

UPCAI Website  
https://www.upcai-fl.com

dwellingLIVE  
https://community.dwellinglive.com/universitypark.aspx
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