
Trunk or Treat was a “Hoot!” Joyous faces circled the parade deck where over 40 cars 
provided treats for our Marine kiddos. There was such creativity for the trunks and 
the costumes.  These family activities are so needed by the children of our Military. 
With so much cancelled and closed this year, these traditions put such BIG smiles 
on the children’s faces. Kudos to all who participated!

This is what a Warrior’s Halloween looks like. What a blast! 5th Marine Regiment 
Headquarters Company held a costume contest with prizes given by the Dana Point 
5th Marine Regiment Support Group. The categories were funniest, scariest, throwback, 
and funniest group. The winners were determined by members of the Dana Point 
Support Group, Col Weiler, and other members of Headquarters Company. 

Continued on page 4
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Dear Friends and Supporters,

2020 will go down as a year to remember, not only for the COVID19 
epidemic that has rocked our country, but for the resilience and 
continuing support of our volunteers and donors who helped us 
cope with this new reality enabling us to continue our Mission 
supporting the Marines, Corpsman and their families this year.

Our last scheduled event was the Wounded Warrior Trials in 
February, since then we have looked for ways, within the new 
constraints, so we can continue our support. With your help, I am 
happy to say, we have succeeded so far this year.

During the lockdown we have focused on:

1. Providing the Marines on base with opportunities to spend 
time away from their confining barracks rooms to areas where 
they can enjoy the fellowship of their fellow Marines, and 
enjoy a little friendly competition. We have assisted in the 
upgrading of a couple of seldom used buildings to give the 
Marines a place to relax, while still on base. I want to thank the 
band of tireless volunteers who cleaned, painted and moved 
furniture to make Task Force Grizzly and Task Force San Mateo 
the congenial spaces they now are. In addition, many thanks to 
the Donors who gave money, supplies and furniture including 
games for these projects.

2. Addressing the families that have been hardest hit with the 
lockdown, we have been fortunate to have a “Matching Funds” 
donation from the Stanley W Ekstrom Foundation which 
allowed us to send many children to the summer camps and 

virtual programs of their 
choice. 

With the Holiday season 
approaching, we are once 
again making new plans for the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
seasonal celebrations. We are 
still in the planning stages for 
some of these, but will still be 
providing Holiday cheer for all 
single and family members of 
the 5th. 

For this we continue to need your help. We have had only one 
fund raising event this year, the Golf Tournament, and your 
generous donations will help us support the Marines, Corpsman 
and their families with things that are not covered in the DOD 
budget, but are vitally important to the well being of our Marine 
family. We have great news! The Stanley W Ekstrom Foundation 
has offered matching funds for the holiday events, please mark 
your donations “Holiday Magic” so we can match the funds.

Remember we are an all-volunteer organization, so please help us 
with our mission by using the enclosed self-addressed envelope or 
by making an on line donation at danapoint5thmarines.com.

Happy Holidays!

Semper Fidelis,
Mike Lipscombe, President

President’s Message

Marines and Families Just Wanna Have Fun
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The Grinch will NOT steal 
Christmas!  Though we 
may not be able to hold 
our customary Dave 
and Buster’s Christmas 
party, we will 
without a doubt 
create holiday 
magic for our 
Marines and 
families! 

DPSG will host our Marine 
and Family Christmas party 
Thursday December 18th on 

base at Camp Pendleton 
complete with a visit 

from Santa.  We hope 
Santa’s workshop will 
be filled with toys for 
the small children 
and lots of gift cards 

for our teens, 
single 
Marines 
and 
families. 

Col Rob Weiler and the Fighting Fifth Marines graciously hosted 
our Board of Directors, Brigade, Volunteers and Friends of the 
Fifth donors for an Adventure Day never to be forgotten aboard 
Camp Pendleton! It is always gratifying to see how the efforts of 
the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group translates 
into improvements at the Martial Arts facility, the Vincent R. 
Capodonno Chapel, the 5th Marine Memorial Park and Garden 
and most importantly to the lives of our brave defenders and 
families.

A highlight was a ride in the JZT’s (replacement for the HUMVEE) 
and the UZT for a solemn visit to the top of 1st Sgt’s Hill.

Semper Fi and HO HO HO!

Adventure Day

Let Us Give Thanks

As Marines often say, “Improvise, Adapt, and Overcome.”  
Through Covid, we  understand the significance of these 
words, but more importantly we understand the need to 
put the words into action, especially in the face of adversity.

For many years, the Collins Family has hosted a Thanksgiving 
Dinner for up to 350 Marines and families in their Dana 
Point establishment, Waterman’s Harbor Restaurant.  Due to 
seating restrictions, this year the restaurant will not be able 
to continue this tradition.

Our Single Marines, unable to go home should the Nation 
Call, will likely be having Thanksgiving Dinner in the Chow 
Hall. To add something special to the day, DPSG will be 
creating a swag bag for each Marine complete with socks, 
gift card, candy and more. Though planning is still in 
the works, we want to provide a fun-filled gaming event 
at Task Force Grizzly including possibly poker tables, a 
karaoke machine and a “ZOOM ROOM” where our Marines 
can call and wish their families and loved ones a happy 
Thanksgiving.  To bring a taste of home to our single guys 
left behind at Camp Pendleton, we plan to have lots of 
home-baked goodies for them to enjoy while they share 
camaraderie with their Marine brothers.

Can you help make this day special for our Marines 
left behind? For just $35 our Marines will enjoy a day of 
fun including a gift card, specialty games and tasty treats. 
Let’s give thanks to our Single Marines who must stay close 
to the base and make their day one to remember. Their 
sacrifices are our blessings!

You may make a secure donation on our website at 
DanaPoint5thMarines.com or return your donation in the 
enclosed envelope. Be sure to indicate “Holiday Magic” 
so that your donation may be matched by the Stanley W 
Ekstrom Foundation!

Thank you for your support!

Here’s how you can help:

• Donate $35 for a Christmas dinner(s) which will be served at 
Task Force Grizzly.  

• Donate $50 for a commissary card for each family 

• Donate $25 for a holiday gift card for each Single Marine

• Purchase a toy for a Military child and drop it off at any 
of the Dana Point locations listed on our website at 
DanaPoint5thMarines.com

Too busy to shop? You can visit our website at 
DanaPoint5thMarines.com and click on the “Holiday Magic” tab 
to make a secure, fully tax-deductible PayPal donation of any 
amount to support these needed Outreach efforts.  

Each donation for Holiday Magic will be matched by the 
Stanley W Ekstrom Foundation!

Continued on page 4
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Hello Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group! 

Your Regiment has been busy training to ensure we can deploy 
and do our Nation’s bidding at short notice.  We just completed 
another combat readiness evaluation where we successfully 
fought an adversary on Camp Pendleton over a seven-day period.  
We traversed about 75% of the base clearing an enemy force 
represented by Marines from another unit.  It was very valuable 
training competing against a unit that is highly trained.  The last 
several months we have been practicing seizing objectives from 
the sea.  You probably saw our ships off the coast.   Your Navy and 
Marine Corps Team conducted amphibious exercises from three 
ship on to San Clemente Island and Camp Pendleton.  We will do 
this again at a larger scale in December, wish us luck!  

As the Marines’ Hymn expresses, “We fight in every clime and 
place,” so we also trained in the Easter Sierra Mountains at 
the Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center.  It was 
a challenging exercise we will not soon forget.  Your Marines 
operated from 8,000 feet above sea level all the way up to 11,000 
feet above sea level.  They did great conducting raids and patrols 
in an unforgiving environment.

You should be proud of 5th Marine Regiment; we won the Marine 
Corps Super Squad Competition!  Sgt Fulk’s squad from 1st 
Battalion, 5th Marines beat out all other very capable squads from 

the Marine Corps to win 
the competition.  What 
an accomplishment. 

Please view the video at 
this link:

https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=hs1z1BIq
sks&feature=youtu.be

Not only do we 
train young men and women for combat, but we provide an 
environment from which they can grow professionally and 
personally.  This environment and their development are important 
to me, these young men and women are the sons and daughters of 
patriotic families across our country and they are our future.  I know 
that many of you can relate to that sentiment because you tirelessly 
contribute to that positive environment.  It is hard to express how 
much we love and appreciate the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment 
Support Group.  It was an honor to share the day with you 
during Adventure Day, we hope you had a great time seeing and 
experiencing what we do.  Your energy, compassion, and patriotism 
are extraordinary.  On behalf of the entire Regiment, thank you for 
all you do, we continue to be privileged to be your Marines.

Semper Fi, Col Rob Weiler, Commander 5th Marine Regiment

From the Command Post

Please welcome our new additions to the DP5MRSG Board of Directors.

Jan Bennett, Director

Jan is a native Californian who grew up working in her family’s construction business. She started her 
own accounting business, where she worked for ten years, and has held leadership roles in construction-
related companies. Now, Jan is retired and enjoys playing golf, fishing, spending time with her family, 
and volunteering.  She volunteered with the Camp Pendleton Rotary and has been volunteering with 
the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group for the past eight years. Her awards include an 
Honorary Life Membership for her volunteer work with the GFWC El Camino Real Jr Women’s Club, an 

honor in career achievement for Outstanding Women in Orange County from the Office of Continuing Education & Community Service 
at Saddleback College and Volunteer of the Year for the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group.

Dean Koukos, Director

As a first-generation Greek American, Dean has a great appreciation for the blessings we have as 
Americans and a lifelong appreciation of the sacrifices made by our great Marines that protect our 
freedoms. He is honored to be giving back by serving on the 5th Regiment Support Group board. Dean 
previously served as a board member and member of the FBI Citizen’s Academy Alumni Association, 
where he actively participated in FBI Community Relations across Southern California, including recruiting 
and event support. He also became involved with InfraGard, a public/private partnership between the FBI 
and the private sector, and Orange County Shield, a public/private sector program that works to enhance 
the security, safety, and quality of life for county residents. Dean is a member of the WWII D-Day Museum 
in New Orleans. Professionally, he is Vice President, Wealth Management, with Morgan Stanley, where he 
has worked for the last 31 years.

Two New Directors at the Tip of the Spear  
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Thank you to our outstanding DPSG volunteers for judging the costume contest for our Marines and for providing ghoulish treats for our Fightin’ Fifth families.

Marines began building memorials to 
their fallen brothers on top of this hill after 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. It is hallowed 
ground and we were humbled to visit, have 
lunch (including MRE’s) and contemplate the 
lives lost in service to our country.

Adventure Day, continued

Marines and Families Just Wanna Have Fun, continued

1st Sgt’s Hill

Left to right: Christian Assis, Leopold Visser, Terry Rifkin and 
Sanford Edward hitch a ride around Camp Pendleton

Wanna Be Marines for the Day pose for a “before picture.” The opportunity to shoot live fire was one of the 
highlights of the adventure at Camp Pendleton.

Board of Directors
Executive Board 
Mike Lipscombe, President
Terry Rifkin, Chairman
Hank Snyder, Treasurer
Cathy Nelson, Secretary

Directors
Jan Bennett
Nick Frankovich
Dean Koukas 
Mike Lipscombe
Judy Mastracchio 
Cathy Nelson

Terry Rifkin
Sheri Schneringer
David Shahoian
Patti Short 
Hank Snyder
Jill Watson

In great deeds something abides. On 
great fields something stays. Forms 
change and pass; bodies disappear; 
but spirits linger...And reverent men 
and women from afar, and generations 
we know not of, are drawn to see 
where great things were suffered and 
done for them.

- Maj. Gen. Joshua Chamberlin, 
Commemoration at Gettysburg


