
Volunteers who want to make a difference!

Contact Sheri Schneringer dp5thmarinevolunteers@gmail.com
For details see page 3 ‘From the Command Post’.
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President’s Message

Wanted! Crush COVID-19 Competition 
Winners                        

Welcome to our collective new reality. As we all adjust to social 
distancing, let me assure you that the Dana Point 5th Marine 
Regiment Support Group is still active, communicating with and 
continuing our critical mission supporting our Marines, Corpsmen 
and their families. 

We ended last year on a high note with Thanksgiving at 
Watermans hosted by the Collins family, all the Marine families 
leaving with gift cards and raffle prizes provided by our wonderful 
donors and the local community. The merriment continued 
throughout the Christmas season with Santa’s visit and an evening 
out at Dave and Busters. Every family and Marine left with toys and 
wonderful memories of comradeship and Seasons Greeting’s. 

2020 started with an incredible event supported by our wonderful 
cadre of volunteers, the Wounded Warrior West Trials. We provided 
lunch for three events, and it was wonderful to see the men and 
women, both active duty and retired, from many countries who 
participated in these events.

These events were made possible only through the contributions 
of our donors and sponsors, both large and small, and our tireless 
volunteers. We could not continue our mission of support for the 
5th Marine Regiment without this generous outpouring of money 
and time and we are eternally grateful for it.

We are working with the Command Staff and Family Readiness 
to ensure that our support continues and is integrated with all 
the controls the Marine Corps and Camp Pendleton are using to 
make sure the health and safety of the Marines and their families 
are not compromised. We are finding innovative ways to continue 

our support of the Marines 
and their Families through 
this pandemic. This, of course, 
means that the near-term 
on-base events that we had 
planned are on hold and, as 
soon as it is safe, we will resume 
our on-base support activities.

This year will, I am certain, bring 
us a new set of challenges. 
With social distancing, we 
are reviewing the impact on our fund-raising events. We will 
reschedule, if possible, and cancel if we must. However, our 
support efforts will continue and we therefore ask you to look into 
your heart and see if there is a donation you can make that will 
help us with our mission.

We are proud of our 12 year history of providing morale building 
and social event support not covered by the DOD budget. 
The importance of this, especially now as we are all facing the 
uncertainty that this epidemic has caused, cannot be stressed 
enough to you, our supporters.

We are an all-volunteer force, non-salaried and your generous 
donations form the cornerstone for our efforts.  Please help us 
with our mission by using the self-addressed envelope, or make a 
donation online at danapoint5thmarines.com.

Semper Fidelis,
Mike Lipscombe, President/CEO
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Marine Corps tradition maintains that the red stripe, commonly known 
as the “blood stripe,” commemorates those Marines killed storming 
the castle of Chapultepec in 1847. Legend has it that 90 percent of 
NCOs and officers were killed storming the castle, so a scarlet stripe 
was added to the Dress Blue uniform pants for E-4 Marines and above 
to commemorate their sacrifice – hence the name “Blood Stripe.” 
Privates, Privates First Class and Lance Corporals wear trousers that are 
unadorned. 

Marines are awarded their Blood Stripe in a ceremony when they 
become a non-commissioned officer. 

The French Fourragere is a military award given to units as a whole for 
meritorious acts of conduct in action. Marines display the award with a 
green and red braided rope with a spike on the end worn around the left 
shoulder of the service alpha uniform. The French government originally 
awarded 5th and 6th Marines the fourragere for actions during World War I. 
They are the only Marine Corps units authorized to wear it on their uniforms. 
The units also earned the Croix de Guerre with two palms and one gilt star 
for their actions in several battles including the Battle of Belleau Woods. 
Marines are awarded the fourragere when they first enter the Regiment. At 
that time, they are charged to add to the rich legacy of the most decorated 
Marines in the Marine Corps.  As former 5th Marine Commander Jason Q 
Bohm stated at a Fourragere dedication ceremony, “It’s not so much what 
we did yesterday or what is in our past, but more importantly, what are the Marines and sailors with the regiment going to do to build 
on the legacy of those that went before us.”

The Dana Point Support Group decided we could help defray the cost of these magnificent traditions by purchasing these recognitions 
so that Regimental funds could be utilized for other highly needed priorities. 

YOU can help to honor our deserving Marines by partnering with DPSG in our mission to support the continuation of these time-
honored traditions of the Red Blood Stripe and the French Fourgerre. You can send a donation of any amount in the enclosed 
remittance envelope or visit us online at DanaPoint5thmarines.com. Help recognize our Marines and contribute towards these lasting 
memories they will always hold dear as they bond with the brotherhood of the Fighting Fifth Marines and the US Marine Corps.

Blood Stripe and French Fourragere Ceremonies Keep Marine Corps 
Traditions Alive. Partner with us!

Hello from the families of the Fighting Fifth HQ Company!

It’s been a while now since we’ve all been able to be together, but I’m hopeful that we soon will be able 
to in the not too distant future. This has been a trying time for all of America but I wanted you to know 
not to worry about us. Our families are very fortunate to have a steady paycheck, a roof over our heads, 
and food on the table. If any group was set up to roll with this crisis, it’s military families. We are used to 
change and have learned to adapt under difficult circumstances: pcs, order changes at last minute, delayed 
deployments, our loved ones being in combat zones , lack of communication, living hundreds of miles 
from family, homeschooling, you name it, we’ve encountered it! I feel like we’ve been training for this for 
years now. We are more concerned about our supporters and community members in Dana Point and 
have done what we can to help support the businesses that were able to stay open. Please continue to reach out to us with ways we can 
reciprocate the kindness and love YOU have shown us for so many years.

Before about 10 weeks ago our Family Readiness Team was bubbling with ideas and plans for activities. Those have been put on hold 
for now, but we will be ready to start back up as soon as the Marine Corps allows. Thank you for all of your support—the 5th Marines 
Regiment family is so blessed and grateful for all you do. Stay safe!

With love, Nicole Weiler, Commander Weiler’s Wife

Presentation during a Blood stripe ceremony
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Dear Supporters of 5th Marine Regiment,
While it seems like a long time ago, I will never forget what you 
did for our Marines and Corpsmen towards the end of last year. 
You greatly assisted in providing a fantastic Marine Corps Birthday 
celebration and an abundance of holiday cheer.  You made so 
many young Marines and Corpsmen and their families happy. We 
owe you a huge thanks, we are so blessed to be supported by 
such a Patriotic and caring community.  

In December we conducted a Regimental air assault, one of the 
largest the Marine Corps has done in recent years (we did two last 
year), after Christmas and New Year’s we deployed to the Marine 
Corps Air Ground Combat Center in Twentynine Palms, CA for 
over two months to improve our warfighting proficiency. Our 
team performed brilliantly executing long hours of training, force 
on force and live fire exercises, and enduring the blistering desert 
winds. We worked hard and the tempo was fast then we came 
home to a COVID19 environment, and it felt like we slammed on 
the brakes. 

We transitioned from out maneuvering our adversary in the 
desert to out maneuvering a virus.  While colleges sent their 
young people home, we are the home to over 5,000 young 
people at Camp San Mateo on Camp Pendleton. As you might 
imagine getting these young Marines to exercise social distancing, 
when since day one of Marine Corps training they have been 
taught to be a tight cohesive unit, has been a challenge. We had 

a very difficult time getting 
them to stop running in tight 
formations, carrying each 
other simulating casualties, 
and fighting each other…both 
for training and because what 
else are young Marines going 
to do that are bottled up?  
While we worked to revamp 
our training schedule due 
to COVID19, we wanted the 
Marines to continue to focus 
on readiness so we conducted 
a Crush COVID19 Competition.  It was a competition to reward 
the Marines that ran the most miles, swam the most meters, read 
the most books, and did the most calisthenics.  It is amazing to 
see what some of them accomplished, an idle mind is a devil’s 
work shop, and we try not to let them idle.  Thank you for helping 
us afford their prizes which included toilet paper (a premier gift in 
the barracks), trophies, and gift cards.  Once again, DPSG proved 
they are the best.  

From myself and the entire Regiment, thank you for all you do, we 
continue to be privileged to be your Marines.

Semper Fi,
Col Rob Weiler, Commander 5th Marine Regiment

From the Command Post

We at the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group can aim for a bright future as the world stabilizes after coronavirus. Support 
for our brave Warriors will not disappear amidst the COVID-19 outbreak—if anything, it will only become more critical.  We, as a Support 
Organization, have the ability to remain agile and pivot our focus, looking to whatever we can do to assist those we serve.

Our immediate challenge is that much of DPSG fundraising has screeched to a halt.

• Combat Golf postponed and possibly canceled

• Laughs for Leathernecks postponed until 2021

• Car washes or summer concerts in 2020 are unlikely

Let’s focus on what WE CAN DO TOGETHER not what we can’t do! 

Here’s how you can help in the upcoming months!

Our Marine children have been separated from friends and a clearly defined structure to fall back on.  More than ever they need 
opportunities to build resilience and thrive! We still anticipate providing summer camp scholarships and other enrichment experiences 
that utilize safe social distancing for our Marine kiddos. Online learning with educational and creative at-home projects for kids and their 
families may be highly popular in this brave new world of learning and enrichment. 

Help support our Blood Stripe and Forgierre Program- Welcome new Fighting Fifth Marines to the Regiment and honor new Non-
Commissioned officers who “Earned their Stripes.” Story enclosed.

Creating memories for our Marines and their children, even during these challenging times, requires our ingenuity. There is no doubt 
that as a community and as a country we will be “Better Together!”

Better Together

Col. Rob Weiler, Commander 5th Marine Regiment

Donate online at DanaPoint5thMarines.com  949.373.5375
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On February 9th, 2020 the families of the Fighting Fifth HQ Company 
got together to make Valentine’s Day cards for the Marines deployed 
with our company to TwentyNine Palms, California for intensive 
training. In all, over 160 cards were created with love, glitter, glue, 
and probably some sticky fingers!  Dana Point Support Group was 
kind enough to support our event with wonderful treats and goodie 
bags!  On top of sending cards, one of our wonderful family members, 
Lauren Wagner, came up with a bold plan of sending each Marine a 
box of Girl Scout Cookies as well!  In less than 2 weeks’ time, we were 
able to gather over 200 boxes of cookies for our deserving Marines out 
training and the ones who had the huge task of remaining behind and 
keeping Camp San Mateo running smoothly.  It was reported by Sgt 
Adam Cook that the Valentine’s Day surprise was much appreciated! 

Cookies and Valentines

We lost a member of our Fighting Fifth family. We are beyond saddened for the passing 
of a dedicated Marine, father and husband. LtCol Geoffrey Hollopeter was the former 
Commander of the 3/5, also known as the “Dark Horse Battalion. He was a well-loved 
Commander and those who served under him will always honor his command ability. 
Though the circumstances of his death are unclear at this time, his former troops 
wished to honor his memory and service. He leaves behind a wife and 4 children in 
Oceanside, California. The new Commanding Officer of the 3/5 Battalion, LtCol Ben 
Middendorf stated, “Geoff’s professionalism and complete devotion to duty carried the 
torch and upheld the highest traditions and culture of the unit. His impact will be felt 
for years to come and we will remain always faithful to his memory.”

LTCOL GEOFFRY HOLLOPETER, FORMER COMMANDER OF 
3/5 DARK HORSE BATTALION, PASSES AT 43
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