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Lisa Nunez-Hancock (left) and Maria Guevara work on a new garden for the residentsLisa Nunez-Hancock (left) and Maria Guevara work on a new garden for the residents
of a transitional home in North Vallejo. (John Glidden-Times-Herald)of a transitional home in North Vallejo. (John Glidden-Times-Herald)

Sometimes, something small like growing a tomato can be the catalysis to bring aSometimes, something small like growing a tomato can be the catalysis to bring a
community together or simply do the needed task of rekindling a spirit aftercommunity together or simply do the needed task of rekindling a spirit after
experiencing trauma.experiencing trauma.
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Armed with rakes and shovels, about a dozen volunteers showed up to a home inArmed with rakes and shovels, about a dozen volunteers showed up to a home in
North Vallejo on Saturday to build a new garden that will soon be replete withNorth Vallejo on Saturday to build a new garden that will soon be replete with
vegetables, fruit trees, herbs and flowers.vegetables, fruit trees, herbs and flowers.

That house, known as Steve & Kevin’s Home, serves as a transitional home forThat house, known as Steve & Kevin’s Home, serves as a transitional home for
seven men as they attempt to get their lives back on track. It’s one of three suchseven men as they attempt to get their lives back on track. It’s one of three such
home operated by the service organization Vallejo Together.home operated by the service organization Vallejo Together.
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“We are so grateful for the help,” Vallejo Together founder Maria Guevara said“We are so grateful for the help,” Vallejo Together founder Maria Guevara said
while taking a quick break on Saturday. “There is nothing better to have your ownwhile taking a quick break on Saturday. “There is nothing better to have your own
garden – it’s very therapeutic.”garden – it’s very therapeutic.”

Sustainable Solano, a non-profit organization that works to improve food andSustainable Solano, a non-profit organization that works to improve food and
landscape sustainability for local communities, assisted with the garden project.landscape sustainability for local communities, assisted with the garden project.

“Food is medicine,” said Gabriela Estrada, urban forest manager with Sustainable“Food is medicine,” said Gabriela Estrada, urban forest manager with Sustainable
Solano. “It’s about giving ownership to people on what type of food they can put inSolano. “It’s about giving ownership to people on what type of food they can put in
their bodies.”their bodies.”

Estrada said the act of growing food and sharing it with another person can buildEstrada said the act of growing food and sharing it with another person can build
the community.the community.

Lisa Nunez-Hancock, a culinary arts instructor and member of SustainableLisa Nunez-Hancock, a culinary arts instructor and member of Sustainable
Solano, came out to help get the garden going.Solano, came out to help get the garden going.

“This is where it all starts,” she said while spreading soil with a rake. “I’m happy to“This is where it all starts,” she said while spreading soil with a rake. “I’m happy to
help because garden to table is so important.”help because garden to table is so important.”
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Saturday’s work started as volunteers placed cardboard down and spread woodSaturday’s work started as volunteers placed cardboard down and spread wood
chips over most of the backyard with soil being brought in as the garden began tochips over most of the backyard with soil being brought in as the garden began to
take shape.take shape.

Both Guevara and Estrada said the garden should provide enough food for theBoth Guevara and Estrada said the garden should provide enough food for the
men’s home, and for two other transitional homes serving women and children.men’s home, and for two other transitional homes serving women and children.

“Our aim is to get produce to low-income people in neighborhoods which might not“Our aim is to get produce to low-income people in neighborhoods which might not
have access to fresh produce, Estrada explained.have access to fresh produce, Estrada explained.

Guevara said she hopes to see the garden help give the resident’s a sense ofGuevara said she hopes to see the garden help give the resident’s a sense of
purpose and pride.purpose and pride.

“They will be planting and taking care of everything in the garden,” she said. “Just“They will be planting and taking care of everything in the garden,” she said. “Just
like their lives, they are re-planting with purpose.”like their lives, they are re-planting with purpose.”

Guevara also said Vallejo Together is looking to partner with homeowners who willGuevara also said Vallejo Together is looking to partner with homeowners who will
let them establish a veteran or senior transitional home. She said the residents arelet them establish a veteran or senior transitional home. She said the residents are
clean, sober and are looking to get back on their feet.clean, sober and are looking to get back on their feet.

For more information about Vallejo Together, call (707) 655-5381.For more information about Vallejo Together, call (707) 655-5381.
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