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Nonpro�t, Valero reach agreement for air, water
monitoring

BENICIA — The Good Neighbor Steering Committee, a local environmental group, and the Valero Benicia Refinery have
reached an agreement that requires Valero to spend up to $3 million on air monitoring, water conservation and other
environmentally beneficial projects, according to a press release.

Valero will also fund local environmental nonprofits and a city of Benicia water project.

Valero will install state-of-the-art fence-line monitoring at its Benicia refinery, according to the statement released
Wednesday by the Good Neighbor group’s attorney.

The agreement is the result of years of negotiations to resolve issues from a prior settlement.

The 2019 amendment to the Valero/Good Neighbor Steering Committee settlement redistributes funds that Valero was
obligated to make available under a 2008 agreement, which settled a legal dispute about a planned refinery
expansion.

That agreement provided for $1 million for buffer land and $1 million for watershed protection. The disposition of
those funds has long been contested. The new terms result in an additional $1 million in environmental benefits for
the community, according to the statement.

Valero and the environmental have agreed to use these greater funds for air monitoring, water conservation and
community environmental projects through Sustainable Solano, a local nonprofit.

Funds are also provided for Sustainable Solano’s Land and Water program, which will give Benicia residents the
opportunity to replace water-hungry lawns with drought-tolerant and edible landscaping; gray water and rain water
collection will provide irrigation.

The program will also provide job training for local youth in the installation of these systems.

“Watch-dogging the refinery is an ethical responsibility the GNSC has taken seriously since 2000 in order to protect
community health and safety,” Marilyn Bardet, a founding member of the organization, said in the statement. “The
monitors will help folks in the region to know better what they are breathing. That is all great news for Benicia and
beyond.”
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Reach the Daily Republic newsroom at 425-4646. Submit a news tip at http://www.dailyrepublic.com/tools/news-tip-submission-

form/.
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