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 ~ Michael J. Waters,  HSIA President 

President’s Message 

Welcome to the October Sea Breeze!  Please enjoy reading about our community.  Each month, 
many volunteers work on this newsletter.  They put in a lot of time, effort, and passion.  Thank 
you.  If you want a hard copy mailed to your home, please leave a message at the main number 
410-263-4456. 

The 2021 budget process is well underway.  The Budget Committee has met twice and will meet 
again on Tuesday, 8 October at 8:00pm, immediately after the Piers and Harbor meeting.  The 
meeting is open so please consider joining us.  A preliminary presentation of the budget was 
made at the September General Membership meeting, while the final budget will be presented 
at the November General Membership meeting.  Our 2021 Fiscal year starts on 1 July 2020.  It is 
anticipated our Special Tax will remain at $249 or decrease slightly. 

The main capital expenses being considered for FY2021 are $100k for shoreline conservation 
and $65k for renovating 119 Great Lake Drive.  We own the house on the corner of the Pool 
block.  The house is actively used for storage and occasionally for small meetings.  It has not 
been well maintained.  The House Committee proposes to keep the current footprint, while up-
dating the exterior and moving interior walls to better match our uses. 

Our major FY2020 capital project will start soon.  Heinsohn Contracting, Inc. won the bid to re-
construct the Sunset Drive boat ramp.  The total project cost of $150k will be split between Spe-
cial Tax and Piers and Harbor.  Roughly two-thirds of the cost will come from Special Tax. 

It is unlikely we will re-surface the pool this fiscal year.  This was our second large capital pro-
ject.  After a close inspection, it was determined that we can wait one more year.  The $45k 
budgeted for this work will be put in reserves and used next year. 

The contract for maintaining the pet waste stations has been awarded to Miss Penn, a Hills-
mere resident.  We are still learning about the seasonal demands on these stations, so if you 
see a problem please leave a message. 

The rain gardens maintenance request has been withdrawn and will be expanded to include 
kayak rack and boat ramp areas.  It is likely we will make this a two-year agreement. 

CKA Tree Service won a bid to take down four dead and dying trees and grind stumps.  Sadly, 
one of the trees is a beautiful Silver Maple on the corner of Great Lake and Harbor.  It is in the 
advanced stages of rotting from the inside and starting to split apart. 

There has not been an update from the County concerning their buying the property between 
Loden Pond and Forest Hill Drive.  Rick Anthony, Director Recreation and Parks, said we should 
not expect to hear anything until the contract closes.  It is expected the land will become part 
of Quiet Waters Park and used for water access. 

Inside this Sea Breeze you will find much more information; including details of some particular-
ly fun social events.  Hillsmere Shores Improvement Association sponsored events are free for 
residents.  Please come meet your neighbors. 
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 ~ Jean Somers, HSIA Administrator 

HSIA Community News and Events 

Meet The Candidate Night -- Please join us for our “Meet The Candidate Night” in The Barn 
Commons, Key School, off of Carroll Drive on Thursday, October 10, at 7 pm.  This year, we are 
electing our seven board members to serve a two-year term (2020 and 2021).  The candidates 
will be introduced and each candidate will have a little time to tell everyone about themselves.  
Be sure to look at who is running and read their bios included in this issue.  A ballot will be in 
the November issue of the Sea Breeze.  Please mark your calendars for our November General 
meeting and come vote for seven board members.  The November General meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, November 14, at 7 pm in Katharine Hall (Key School).  You may also mail your 
ballot to HSIA, P.O. Box 3485, Annapolis, MD 21403. 

Do You Want to Vote In The HSIA Election?  If you would like to vote at the November General 
Meeting, you must be a current 2019 dues paying member.  Please remember that we no longer 
recognize “Household Memberships”.  Only the person whose name is on the membership form 
will be allowed to vote.  Additional, individual memberships may be added to the membership 
form for any person age 18 or over residing at the same address.  If you are not a current mem-
ber of HSIA and would like to vote, please download a 2019 HSIA Membership form from our 
website at www.hillsmereshores.org and mail the form and payment to HSIA, P.O. Box 3485, An-
napolis, MD 21403.  Please make sure you send your dues payment in ahead of time.  It is very 
difficult to process dues payments at the election meeting.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Halloween Parade – Our annual Halloween Parade is scheduled for Sunday, October 27, at 1 
pm.  Please meet at The Key School gazebo at the corner of Hillsmere and Carroll Drives.  We 
will parade to the beach and share some refreshments.  This is a non-alcoholic event.  Thank 
you for your cooperation!   

Mark your Calendars  – 2nd Annual Oyster Roast. Hillsmere Beach, Saturday November 9th. 
12:30 p.m. We had such a great time last year, shucking and grilling oysters and sing-
ing oyster songs (it could happen), that we are doing it again. Oysters will be provided. Bring a 
dish to share and whatever beverage you 
would like (remember, no glass at the beach). 
We will be needing shuckers, so if you have 
and oyster knife and gloves, bring them and 
please help. Last year we even had some first 
time shuckers, so if you want to learn a Mary-
land tradition, now would be the time to do it. 
If anyone would like to help with this event, 
please call the voice mail at 410-263-4456 or 
email admin@hillsmereshores.net. 

10/8 
7pm Piers & Harbors Meeting 
8pm Budget Committee Meeting 

10/10 Meet the Candidates 

10/16 Garden Club 

10/24 HSIA Board Meeting 

10/27 
Halloween Parade 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony @ Beach 
Playground 
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Regular Meetings of the HSIA Board of Directors 
(Visit hillsmereshores.org for complete meeting minutes) 

Motions from the August 2019 Board of Directors meeting: 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 
 Marilyn Carpenter moved the Board approve the Run For Shelter half marathon through 

Hillsmere on Sunday, September 22.  Ray Sullivan seconded the motion.  Vote taken – unani-
mously approved. 

 Mike Wurst moved the Board reschedule the October Board meeting from October 31 to 
October 24.  Dave Miles seconded the motion.  Vote taken – unanimously approved. 

OLD BUSINESS:  Steve Vanderbosch moved the Board agree that the President has authority to 
spend up to $10K on legal matters for enforcing our covenants.  Dave Miles seconded the mo-
tion.  Vote taken – unanimously approved. 

PET WASTE CONTRACT:  Mike Wurst moved the Board, as of October 1, offer the Pet Waste 
Service contract to Sabrina Penn for $50/week.  Marilyn Carpenter seconded the motion.  Vote 
taken – unanimously approved. 

https://hillsmereshores.org/
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Budget Report 
 ~ Gene Gross, HSIA Treasurer and Budget Committee Chair 

The Budget Committee met on 9/10/19 and drafted a budget for Special Tax.  This budget was 
distributed at the General Meeting on 9/12/19 and has been passed along to the Board for com-
ments and changes.  Our next Budget meeting is on 10/8/19 at 8:00 immediately following the 
Piers and Harbor meeting at which time we will draft the General Fund budget and revise the 
Special Tax budget based on feedback from the Board and the community. 

Please send your comments and questions to treasurer@hillsmereshores.net 



6 

 

Personal Ads 

For Sale: 2012 Nissan Maxima SE.  Beautiful condition.  White with tan leather interior; rear spoiler; new wheels and 
tires.  79,323 miles.  $12,500.  If interested, please call Trish or Tim @ 301-775-3146 
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Candidates for Membership to the HSIA Board of Directors 

2019 Election 

Election will be held at the HSIA General Membership meeting on Thursday, November 14, 
2019. Ballots will be included in the November issue of the Sea Breeze, available on our website 
and at 11/14 General Meeting.  

All candidates are residents of the Hillsmere Shores Community and are confirmed to be in 
good standing and current in their HSIA membership. In alphabetical order, these are the candi-
dates for HSIA Board of Directors: 

ROBIN CLARK- As a Hillsmere resident, homeowner, mom, and attorney, I believe that I have 
and will continue to positively contribute to the work of the Hillsmere Board. I hope to have 
your support. 

I moved to Hillsmere in 2016 and I sought to serve on the Board of Directors to make sure that 
new and established residents are represented in decisions of the Board. I may not have owned 
a home in Hillsmere for many years – but as a native Annapolitan and 1997 graduate of The Key 
School, I have long known of Hillsmere as a great neighborhood with tremendous assets, in-
cluding a beach on the South River, marinas and a pool, and proximity to Quiet Waters Park, 
the library, and Hillsmere Elementary. Before moving here, however, I did not realize Hills-
mere’s best quality – the kind and welcoming folks who call this place home. 

I am proud of the accomplishments of the Board in my prior two years of service, including in-
creased vigilance with regard to security issues, transparency and consistency in upholding 
neighbor covenants and measured and considered progress toward improvements of commu-
nity properties, including the start to installations of new boat lifts at the marinas, an inclusive 
drafting process for a strategic plan for the beach, and the creation of a committee to lead ren-
ovations and improvements to a business center on the community property surrounding the 
neighborhood pool. I have also had disappointments. Most of the efforts above were led by a 
small number of people - too small to be representative of a community our size.  

One of my goals for the next two years, if I am elected, include finding ways to encourage more 
community participation. As a parent of a young child, one of my ideas is shifting the standard 
time for committee meetings (7 pm) earlier, offering pizza, and welcoming children to attend. 
A 7 pm start time is late for parents, and often interferes with bedtime routines. This is just one 
idea, however. I will continue to brainstorm and welcome your input on how to encourage 
more participation from Hillsmere's neighbors of all ages.  

In my day-job, I serve as Research Director of the Maryland Association of Counties, a position 
that gives me the opportunity to hear firsthand of best practices in community development 
throughout the State. Based on my work, my time in Hillsmere, and input from other residents, 
I have many ideas for enhancing parks, playgrounds, and open spaces; improving pedestrian 
and bike pathways; increasing social opportunities among residents; furthering environmental 
preservation efforts, and ensuring the safety of the neighborhood. 

As a member of the Board of Directors, I will continue to seek to create open, transparent, and 

(Continued on page 8) 



8 

 

inclusive governance for Hillsmere. Open meetings, clear processes, and additional input will 
strengthen the outcome of any endeavor the Board undertakes, and allow all neighbors to be a 
part of any new development or next steps. More importantly—it will preserve the positive 
character of this community for many more years to come. I hope you will consider joining a 
committee or attending a meeting or event. All are welcome; more are needed. 

CLAIRE CORCORAN - I have been serving on the HSIA Board of Directors since 2018 and current-
ly Chair both the Security and Zoning Committees. Prior to my move to Hillsmere in 2016, I lived 
in Bowie, Frederick and Baltimore. I have always been passionate about the places in which I 
have lived, thus have been very active in a variety of community affairs in each of these commu-
nities. Professionally, I hold  Bachelor's and Master's degrees as well as Certification in Legal 
Studies (paralegal.) I am also a veteran of the United States Marine Corps, having served in a 
presidential support unit in Washington, DC. 

In Hillsmere, I am the liaison with our daytime and night time patrol officers as well as with the 
local police. Additionally, I am taking the lead on issues related to zoning (property use and 
maintenance), which has required my working with Anne Arundel permit and zoning inspec-
tors, the county executive's office and the county council. My goals for our community are two-
fold and are reflected in the committees I chair: I wish to work towards preserving and enhanc-
ing the character of our neighborhood as a single family, residential community in which resi-
dents feel safe and properties values remain strong. My vision is that Hillsmere will be a safe, 
desirable and attractive community for home buyers and families to call home in the years 
ahead. 

CHRIS GRIM - I am a 10+ year resident and 
HSIA member living on East Bay View Drive.  
Currently, I am an Executive Vice President 
at a publicly traded software company 
called New Relic, where I lead our business 
for the Americas. 

My passion for Hillsmere runs deep as a fre-
quent visitor to the Beach and Marina.  I was 
also a lead sponsor in the 2010 Riparian 
rights settlement between homeowners on 
East Bay View and HSIA.  We achieved a very 
successful outcome in this collaboration 
with 90% of HSIA members voting “Yes” for 
the sale which resulted in >$250,000 for the 
HSIA General Fund.  I am a big believer that 
collaboration and good faith efforts can 
positively solve our most challenging issues 
as was the case with the Riparian rights dis-
pute.  More recently, you would have seen 
me walking/jogging in the neighborhood 
and/or helping steam crabs at the Hillsmere 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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crab feast.  

I believe I can serve as an elected representative to the HSIA Board of Directors in a capacity 
that brings collaboration and successful compromise amongst all our stakeholders as we move 
forward.  We have a truly exceptional neighborhood to live in and there is so much we can do 
to preserve and beautify our community and all it’s valuable resources.  Please vote for Chris! 
Thank You. 

JULIAN HARPER - My wife, son and I moved into Hillsmere 4 years ago and I have loved every 
minute of it. We regularly take part in community activities, especially the pool events, and I 
would love to contribute in anyway I can. 

I am an avid techie: I graduated from Georgetown University with a masters in Technology 
Management and I’ve been in IT-related fields for the past 12 years. I am currently an IT project 
manager for the District Court of Maryland serving every district court in the state. 

I’m originally from New York City but I fell in love with Annapolis when I moved here in 2007.  I 
would be excited to contribute to any community project, especially tech projects that would 
be of use to the community. 

PHILIP JONES - I have lived in Hillsmere for more than 30 years and I am currently a HSIA mem-
ber, a member of the Board of Directors and a past HSIA President.  During those years, I have 
lead or been involved with most major community projects including the construction of the 
pool and many beach and marina expansion and improvement projects.  I am a longtime mem-
ber of the Hillsmere Beach Committee.  As requested, my goals and vision for the community 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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are the same as they have been as long as I have lived here and that is to make Hillsmere a 
place where it is a great to live, to raise a family and to work with those who support these 
goals and vision. 

In particular, if re-elected, I would work: to maintain and improve our community beach while 
maintaining the existing open space, to resist attempts to place stone/concrete structures in-
side the protected beach swim area, to support the effort to have BGE place an Osprey nest 
platform atop one of their beach poles and to support the remodeling of the Hillsmere owned 
small house into a Community Meeting and Business Center.  Specifically, I would encourage 
the development of two Center remodeling plans for community review: (1) a minimum cost 
plan and (2) a plan that would cost a little more but could serve the community better in the 
longer view.  Both plans should include: planned building use, proposed building changes, park-
ing plans, preliminary costing and permit requirements.  

I am a retired Navy Officer, a retired Senior Engineering Manager and a former consulting busi-
ness owner.  My education is as a mechanical engineer and as a computer information systems 
designer. 

I ask for your vote and thank you for your support and together we can keep Hillsmere the 
great place it is to live and to raise a family.  

FRED MATOS - I reside at 109 Green Spring Drive, and I own the property with my wife Elena.  
This is the second time that I have lived in Hillsmere, having lived on Edgemere Drive in the 
1970s.  I have lived in the 21403 zip code for over 50 years. 

Goal 1 –  Make Hillsmere a Better Place to Live. My goal is to work with the Board and the Hills-
mere residents to make Hillsmere a better place to live. 

Goal 2 – Recruit More Volunteers. It appears that most of the work activities in Hillsmere are 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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carried out by volunteers, and like many volunteer organizations, it appears that 10 % of the 
people are doing 90 % of the work.  My second goal is to recruit more volunteers to carry on 
the work. 

Goal 3 – Improve Local Education.  I plan to review the academic standing of the local public 
schools; and if they are below acceptable standards to engage the Anne Arundel County Board 
of Education to improve them.   There are communities such as Davidsonsville and Severna 
Park that are highly desirable places to live because their schools are excellent.  Let’s make 
Hillsmere that way. 

Goal 4 – Eliminate or Greatly Reduce Electric Power Outages. Neighbors complain that there 
are numerous power outages in parts of Hillsmere, especially in the lower part near the River, 
often times during small storms.  This appears to be a chronic problem.  Apparently BG&E was 
contacted numerous times but there have been no improvements.  As presented in my bio, I 
chaired a large volunteer charity at St. Mary’s Church where we assisted people with their elec-
tric bills.  However, there were times when BG&E was not responsive to restore power.   In 
those cases, I intervened with the State of Maryland Public Service Commission (PSC), the 
State agency that regulates BG&E.  The result was immediate action by BG&E to resolve the 
problem.  That’s the action I would take if BG&E is non-responsive.   

Goal 5 – Contingency Plan for Key School Athletic Fields.  Key School has two athletic fields on 
West Bay View Drive.  They are building athletic fields in Annapolis Roads, and may sell the Hills-
mere fields at some future time, although they may not have any current plans to do so.   HSIA 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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should discuss various options in the scenario if Keys decides to sell the properties. 

Goal 6 – Contingency Plan for 5G Broadband Wireless in Hillsmere.   5G broadband wireless may 
be coming to Hillsmere in the next few years.  5G may use the radio spectrum in the millimeter 
wavelength (mmw) part of the radio spectrum.   The usable ranges in the mmw spectrum are 
very short, so towers may be necessary every mile or so.  But towers can be constructed that 
look like trees with green leaves, etc., creating an acceptable environment.  These are used in 
some European cities.   Bermuda uses them, and there are no visible cellular towers in Bermuda 
as we have them here.   HSIA should plan ahead with various options. 

JERI SINGLETON - Moving our community forward in a positive way is my intent with running 
for HSIA Board of Directors.  Over the years, I have attended every Board and General HSIA 
meeting.  I graduated from Howard University College of Dentistry in Dental Hygiene.  For 
Twenty- Five years, I was President of the Maryland Toy Fox Terrier Association and a United 
Kennel Club Field Representative and Dog Show Judge.  Everyone knows my love of dogs & 
birds!  I have been on the Beach Committee for over 10 years, and currently serve as Beach 
Chairperson. 

If elected, I hope to preserve what we have at our "Awesome" Beach - keeping all the free/
open spaces and keeping ALL the views! Maintaining a clear swim area and a safe and clean 
beach with a Security Guard is very important. Cleanliness of all the properties is important.  
Keeping Hillsmere Shores the great place we live in is my utmost concern!!!! 

RAY SULLIVAN - Moving to Hillsmere in 2001 my wife and I have grown to love this community. 
Hillsmere has a rich history with established families that have lived here for generations and 
new families moving here because of our wonderful amenities. 

Serving on the Board for over ten years, I am currently the longest serving Board member. 
As a Board member I have fought to have a balanced and inclusive atmosphere within 
the community and continue to strive for what's best for Hillsmere. 
Topics such as the house at 119 Great Lake, pool, beach, stormwater, etc. need to be discussed 
in such a way that all sides are listened in order to come up with a balanced and economical so-
lutions.   

There are important issues that we face due to poorly proposed development on the Forest 
Drive corridor. I will continue focusing on the issues of traffic, destruction of the forest, school 
capacity, and other issues that affect our quality of life. By working with other communities and 
organizations such as The Annapolis Neck Peninsula Federation, the Sierra Club and local gov-
ernments both county and city, we have been effective in limiting the negative impacts of these 
developments by demanding that the zoning, traffic, and environmental laws be enforced.  

I will continue to monitor the developments that will affect us in our community whether they 
are outside the community, like Crystal Spring Farm, or closer to home, such as Reserve at Qui-
et Waters (now called Parkside Preserve), and the redevelopment of the C&C property (Lidl 
grocery).   

I would appreciate your support in reelection to another term. 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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STEVEN VANDERBOSCH - I have been an HSIA resident/property owner for over 20 years (and 
have paid my 2019 dues), and have been a member of the HSIA Board and Chair of the Piers & 
Harbors Committee (“P&H”) for nearly 6 years. As P&H Chair, I fully understand that service on 
the HSIA Board takes a commitment of time and effort to do the job well, and I believe that I 
have demonstrated my commitment over the past six years.  

During the past two years alone we have eliminated approximately $120,000 in P&H debt, and 
continued to make improvements at the Marina, Boat Ramps and Boat Park, including: in-
stalling a constant-pressure water system and replacing the pump house roof, adding new kay-
ak racks and new pet waste stations, managing the removal of tons of Conowingo Dam debris 
from the Marina and bamboo stands from the Boat Park, installing 8 Boat Lifts at the Marina, 
and pressure-washing the docks. In addition, we are contracting for the reconstruction of the 
Sunset Drive Boat Ramp, and have applied to the State for a permit to replace the Duvall Creek 
entrance channel markers. Upcoming projects include shoreline conservation at the Sand Spit, 
Boat Park and Kayak Ramp, upgrading Marina shore power outlets to be Code-compliant, and 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 

Hillsmere Resident 
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updating the Marina security camera and gate systems. 

I am aware of the many issues facing the Hillsmere Shores community, and if re-elected as an 
HSIA Board Member, I will work to build on the progress HSIA has made over the past several 
years in addressing those issues. I will continue to work cooperatively with the Officers, Direc-
tors, and Members of HSIA to define and articulate community goals and objectives, preserve 
and enhance HSIA assets, and ensure HSIA remains fiscally responsible and complies with all 
applicable laws and regulations. 

I retired in 2013 from a 32-year public service career as a Maryland Assistant Attorney General, 
working for the last 13 years as Counsel to the State Treasurer in Annapolis. My experience as a 
public sector attorney included providing legal advice and opinions on a variety of subjects, 
with an emphasis on finance, banking, investments and procurement. My responsibilities in-
cluded negotiation and preparation of contracts, drafting, editing and reviewing legislation, 
rules, regulations and policies, and interacting with federal, State and local government agen-
cies as well as with contractors and the public. I believe my experience as an attorney for the 
State has proven and will continue to be useful to the HSIA Board.  I am also a retired Navy Cap-
tain, having served 10 years on active duty, including a 4-year tour at the U.S. Naval Academy, 
and 20 years in the Naval Reserve.  

(Continued from page 13) 
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Fall has arrived! The ribbon cutting ceremony for the new playground equipment has been 
postponed until Sunday, October 27, immediately following our community Halloween Parade.  

Thanks to all that have incorporated the carry in/carry out practice when visiting our beach! You 
are making a difference! 

Looking ahead, we have determined all projects not on the 5 Year Plan for the Beach will be put 
on hold, due to budget constraints. Join us for the next Beach Committee meeting, November 
5, 7PM at Key School.  

Beach Report 
 ~ Jeri Singleton, Beach Committee Chair 
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 ~ Katie Matta, Hillsmere Resident & Watershed Steward 

Conservation News 

Fall is here and the leaves are coming down! The Chesapeake Bay Program recommends mulch-
ing, composting or bagging leaves in order to reduce your impact on the Bay. 

Before you reach for the rake or leaf-blower, run over fallen leaves with a lawn mower with the 
mulching blade attached. The cut up leaves feed underground microbes and help fight off 
weeds. Leaves and twigs can be added to existing compost piles or large piles of leaves can be 
composed on their own. From the CBP website, “if kept moist and periodically turned, the 
leaves will decompose and create a dark, crumbly compost that can enrich the soil in your gar-
den.” 

Another option is to bag your leaves for trash pick up day and they will be transported to a mu-
nicipal composting facility. Remember to use paper bags!  

Don’t rake or blow leaves into waterways. While leaves fall naturally onto our drainage areas, 
adding leaves means adding more nitrogen and phosphorous to the Bay. The organisms that 
decompose plant matter use up dissolved oxygen and can cause dead zones. 

Leaf blowers are a part of our landscape and make for fast work for homeowners and landscap-
ers alike. Keep the following in mind - leaf blowers emit more harmful particles than vehicles; 
with up to 200 mph wind speed, contaminants, pollutants and pollen are stirred up and recircu-
lated into the air; and at 100 decibels, gas powered leaf blowers are above the 65 decibel level 
that can trigger adverse health effects.  

If you do blow your leaves, remember, your neighbors are not wearing hearing protection - so 
be quick (don’t be that person that chases 10 leaves for half an hour) and thoughtful (maybe 
the middle of the afternoon on Thanksgiving isn’t the best time). 

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/action/howtotips/article/how_to_dispose_of_leaves_the_bay_friendly_way  

https://www.mnn.com/your-home/organic-farming-gardening/stories/why-we-should-ditch-leaf-blowers  

https://www.chesapeakebay.net/action/howtotips/article/how_to_dispose_of_leaves_the_bay_friendly_way
https://www.mnn.com/your-home/organic-farming-gardening/stories/why-we-should-ditch-leaf-blowers
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Security & Zoning Report 
 ~ Claire Corcoran, HSIA Board member and Security Committee Chair  

Security 
Please register any security concerns that are not immediate, police-related concerns  
to security@hillsmereshores.net . For both emergency and non-emergency police issues you 
can call 911 when needed. It is important to remember that we do not employ a security guard 
24/7, and that our security guard does not have policing powers. Our security guard is here as a 
deterrent, to keep an eye on the neighborhood and ensure the proper use of our communal 
facilities. He does work 5 days a week, mostly daytime or early evening hours, with his schedule 
being staggered, both in terms of days and hours. We also have a very part time night patrol 
police officer on duty (10 hours per week) who is an AA County policeman.  

Zoning 
A meeting is upcoming with our county council representative as well as the head of county 
zoning enforcement to discuss concerns regarding non-compliance with the county code to in-
clude property maintenance issues, as well as proper use of homes in our R2 zoned, single fami-
ly, residential neighborhood. Direct concerns or comments to zoning@hillsmereshores.net 
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Our September meeting provided a chance for members to socialize, renew 
acquaintances and meet some new members and visitors.  They enjoyed members’ floral/
ornamental arrangements illustrating this year’s theme of “Stepping Ahead - Kick Off Your 
Shoes”.  As you can see in the pictures, many wonderful things can come out of a single idea. 

Vice-President Lynne Fowler described the club’s season-long mini project, the Fairy Garden 
Challenge. Any member wishing to make a Fairy Garden will be able to do a show-and-tell in the 
Spring and the Fairy Gardens will be displayed in the library.  Norma Clarke brought the Fairy 
Garden she and her granddaughter put together, explaining the inexpensive, creative way to 
put fairy furniture and houses together.  Lynne also “kicked off” a yearlong series of mini talks 
on native plants sedges.  She showed a few real sedges and explained through a variety of pic-
tures how many variations there are.  These are hardy plants and they are deer resistant.  A real 
plus for gardens in our area. 

On October 16 the club will meet at St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 12:30 with talk by Betty 
Knupp, Chief Gardener for the church, and a tour of their 19 rain gardens.  This will be followed 
by refreshments and a short busi-
ness meeting.  The meeting will also 
include another mini native plant 
talk by Doris Ratti.  

Those with an interest in gardening 
related subjects are invited to the 
club, which meets September 
through May on the third Wednes-
day of each month.  Visitors are al-
ways welcome.   For those wishing 
to join (Hillsmere residency is not 
required), annual dues for Septem-
ber through May are $20. 

 

Garden Club 
 ~ Leigh Gruber and Patti Mattingley, Administrative Assistants 
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 ~ Dave Miles, HSIA VP & Permit Committee Chair 

HSIA Building Permits 

Are you aware that an HSIA Building Permit is required every time an Anne Arundel County 
Building Permit is issued for any work done at your property?  The responsibility of obtaining an 
HSIA Building Permit falls on the owner, not the contractor. 

Why does HSIA require and issue building permits? Per HSIA Covenants & Deed Restrictions, 
HSIA’s sideline setbacks (15’) are different from the County (7’). We encourage anyone having 
work done at their property to reach out to the HSIA Building Permit Chair, Dave Miles, before 
designing your structure or applying to the County. Failure to obtain a HSIA Building Permit prior 
to the start of construction will result in a stop work order and, at a minimum, an increase in the 
cost of the permit.  

The fee for an HSIA Building Permit is $25. The fee increases to $50 if work has already begun 
and you failed to apply for an HSIA Building Permit.  The following items are required to obtain 
a HSIA Building Permit: 

1. A copy of the Anne Arundel County Building Permit.* 
2. A TO SCALE copy of the site plan.* 
3. A copy of the plans and elevations, TO SCALE, of the structure. * 
4. Cash or check in the amount of $25., made payable to HSIA 
5. Mail all required items & payment to HSIA, PO BOX 3485, Annapolis MD 21403 

*AN EMAILED PDF OF THE COUNTY PERMIT AND THE TO-SCALE SITE and/or STRUCTURE PLAN IS PREFERRED AND 
MAY EXPEDITE THE PROCESS OF OBTAINING A HSIA BUILDING PERMIT. 

HSIA Covenants & Deed Restrictions, recorded among the Land Record of Anne Arundel Coun-
ty, Maryland in Liber 900, Folio 334, are binding as a matter of law and are for the benefit of all 
other lot owners in Hillsmere. 

Anne Arundel County Code, 2005, Article 18, Zoning, Title 2, General Provisions, Subtitle 3, Set-
backs 

When in doubt, or, if you have any questions, please contact Dave Miles, HSIA Building Permit 
Chairman via email, permits@hillsmereshores.net, or voice mail, 420-263-4456.  

(Continued on page 21) 

https://hillsmereshores.org/hsia-covenants-rules/
https://hillsmereshores.org/hsia-covenants-rules/
http://www.aacounty.org/our-county/county-code/forms-and-publications/Article18.pdf
http://www.aacounty.org/our-county/county-code/forms-and-publications/Article18.pdf
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At the time of publication, the following HSIA Building Permits have been approved and is-
sued in 2019: 

(Continued from page 20) 

G. MacDougall 404 Holly Drive 8' x 16' Shed 19001 

W. Baton 98 Pine Drive Fence 19002 

K. Brinsfield 622 Riverside Drive Addition 19003 

A. Gibbs 127 E Bay View Drive Addition 19004 

K. Willingham 530 Harbor Drive Interior remodel 19005 

R. Minner 124 Sunset Drive Repairs 19006 

J. Cookson 150 E Bay View Drive Repairs 19007 

J. Cochran 108 Carroll Drive Deck 19008 

O.W. Reid 106 Magnolia Lane Interior Remodel 19009 

M. Case 600 Tayman Drive Deck Addition 19010 

P. Fisher 609 Forest Hill Drive Sunroom & Deck Addition 19011 

V. Damaino 110 W. Bay View Drive Stoop and stairs 19012 

R. Minner 124 Sunset Drive Entry Foyer and Porch Addition 19013 

G. Cadle 415 Beach Drive Porch Addition 19014 

S. Stelmash 140 Lee Drive Porch Addition 19015 

T. Foulk 101 Fogle Drive Living Shoreline 19016 

V. Werner 517 Tayman Drive Deck Addition 19017 

K. Hannan 103 E. Bay View Drive House Addition 19018 

E Barnes 287 Hillsmere Drive Fence 19019 

G. Bozelli 125 W. Bay View Drive Sunroom Addition 19020 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1j7FTbznQhaTBtgztCSGmmd4bUBVNF8dAHVCMcO2QpPo/edit?usp=sharing


22 

 

Water, water everywhere and all the boards did shrink…. 
September 2019 was on track to be the second driest September in Maryland weather history, 
following an abnormally dry August that had about half of the average monthly precipitation. A 
far cry from 2018 when the area experienced record rainfall, resulting in Conowingo Dam flood-
gates releasing tons of debris into the Chesapeake Bay, much of which found its way to the 
Hillsmere Shores Marina.  

But, tropical storms and hurricanes remain a threat to the Chesapeake Bay every year. As noted 
previously, the Hillsmere Shores Marina, with quick access to the South River and the Bay, is 
not well-protected, is quite vulnerable to wind, storm surge and wave action, and has narrow 
slips and short pilings. It is easy to imagine the destruction a hurricane or tropical storm could 
cause here. 

So it is worth repeating: The time to prepare for storms is long before they arrive. All slip hold-
ers should have a Hurricane Plan. If a Tropical Storm or Hurricane Warning is issued for this area 
(generally 36 hours in advance), the best thing to do is to remove your boat from the Marina, 
by having it trailered, hauled, or moved to safer moorings or hurricane holes. If you are going to 
be away, it is extremely important to have an alternate caretaker for your boat, and to provide 
their contact information to Piers & Harbors (marina@hillsmereshores.org). Pay serious atten-
tion to tropical storm forecasts, be proactive, and be ready to move your boat to safety or dou-
bly secure it. Power and water will be shut off at the Marina and boat ramps during tropical 
storms and hurricanes. 

SLIP HOLDERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR AND ASSUME FULL AND SOLE RISK OF DAMAGE TO THEIR 
BOATS AND THEIR EQUIPMENT, THE BOATS AND EQUIPMENT OF OTHERS, AND THE HSIA PIERS AND 
DOCKS AS A RESULT OF LEAVING THEIR BOATS IN THE MARINA DURING A TROPICAL STORM OR 
HURRICANE. 

Sunset Ramp 
As previously reported, a Request for bids was issued on August 13, 2019 for the 
reconstruction of the Sunset Drive Boat Ramp and related improvements, and the 
installation of certain finger piers. Four bids were received, and on September 26, 
2019, the HSIA Board approved award of the contract to Heinsohn Contracting, Inc. 

We will be working with the contractor to establish a construction schedule following County 
building permit approval. The construction schedule will be published to the entire Community. 

NOTE: When construction begins, the Sunset Drive Boat Ramp, the Sunset Dock, and the parking 
lot will be closed! Sunset Dock slip holders will have to move their boats. Boats, kayaks and SUPs 
will not be able to launch from the boat ramp or dock. Notices/reminders will be sent to all affect-
ed Sunset Dock slip holders and kayak rack holders. 

Shoreline Conservation 
The shorelines of the Kayak Ramp at 541 Beach Drive and the Boat Park at 614 Beach Drive are 
in need of maintenance. The previous approach of letting the shorelines grow in “naturally” has 
unfortunately resulted in overgrowth by invasive plants and vines. Contracts have been ap-

(Continued on page 23) 

Piers & Harbors News 
 ~ Steve Vanderbosch, P&H Chair 

mailto:marina@hillsmereshores.org
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proved for the preparation of Vegetation Management and landscape plans for both sites, with 
work to be accomplished over the winter season and into next year. 

Duvall Creek Channel Markers 
Thanks to the continuing efforts of Chuck Metzger, a joint Federal/State application for installa-
tion of two wooden-pile mounted channel markers, with day shapes and one Osprey platform, 
as Private Aids to Navigation, has been filed with the Maryland Department of Environment. 
Upon approval of the Federal/State application, further approval must be sought from the U.S. 
Coast Guard. 

UMD Research Support 
Late this summer, a University of Maryland student working on a master’s thesis, Evan Park, 
reached out to the Arundel Rivers Federation and the Hillsmere Marina for a temporary boat 
slip to facilitate his field work research in the South River. Evan’s field work involved taking 
some 50 core samples of the river bottom to try and determine how the sediments and soils 
under the water formed over the eons, and what they can tell us about the chemistry of the 
soils in the area. Once we know more about the soils, entities like the Arundel Rivers Federation 
might be able to apply that information in their conservation efforts. 

So, from late July until mid-September, you may have noticed Evan’s modified steel pontoon 
boat in Slip A9 at the Marina. The vessel was outfitted with a large A-frame to facilitate driving 
aluminum coring tubes into the bottom of the river. Evan and some volunteers spent 6 weeks 
going out to various pre-determined locations in the river to take samples and prepare them for 
analysis back in College Park. 

Over the course of the coming school year, Evan and his colleagues will be analyzing the sam-
ples and the data collected over the late summer and hopefully will be publishing results in the 
spring or early summer of 2020.  

(Continued from page 22) 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Budget and Fees for Calendar Year 2020  
The P&H Committee has discussed the Budget and slip and other fees for next season, Calendar 
Year 2010 (Fiscal Year 2021), and has proposed to the HSIA Board that current fees remain un-
changed.  

Winter Preparations 
Colder weather will be here before you know it, and the Marina will transition to winter opera-
tions, including:  

(1) turning off the water and pump out systems at the main Marina as soon as a hard freeze is 
forecast (maybe as early as Halloween);  

(2) accommodating slip holders who are leaving their boats in the water with temporary assign-
ment to more protected Winter Slips behind the bulkhead;  

(3) ensuring boats staying in the water over the winter are properly secured, with extra lines as 
necessary; and  

(4) installing ice-eaters throughout the Marina in early December to prevent ice buildup. 

Winter Slips 
As usual, slip holders are requested to notify the Slips Committee about plans for your boats 
this fall/winter. This will help determine ice-eater locations, and which bulkhead slips may be 
available to A and C Dock slip holders remaining in the Marina for the winter. If you will be haul-
ing your boat for the winter, please email the Slips Committee at mari-
naslips@hillsmereshores.net. Please include your name, slip number, approximate date hauling 
out, and approximate date returning. 

 For A Dock and C Dock slip holders remaining in the Marina for the winter, you may request a 
bulkhead Winter Slip by emailing the Slips Committee at marinaslips@hillsmereshores.net. If 
you are a current bulkhead slip holder and will remain in the Marina, you need not do anything. 
You will keep your slip as assigned. 

Winter Slip assignments are temporary, and Winter Slips must be vacated by March 15, 2020, or 
sooner if requested by the permanent slip holder. Failure to remove your boat from a tempo-
rary Winter Slip assignment may result in transient charges of $1/foot/day. 

Boat Park 
There are a few parking spaces available in the Boat Park. The general scheme is larger boats (2-
axle trailers) on the left side and back, and smaller boats (1-axle trailers) on the right. It is essen-
tial that trailers be parked as close as possible, and parked at an angle toward the entrance of 
the Boat Park to allow more maneuvering room. In late September a number of trailers were re
-positioned to maximize available space. If you lock your trailer you must provide a copy of the 
key or combination to the Boat Park Administrator. 

Kayak Racks 
All the Kayak Racks have been assigned, and there is a Waiting List. After many years of doing a 
great job managing the Kayak Racks, Sue King handed over those duties to Tim Arnett.  

(Continued from page 23) 

(Continued on page 25) 

mailto:marinaslips@hillsmereshores.net
mailto:marinaslips@hillsmereshores.net
mailto:marinaslips@hillsmereshores.net
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P&H Meeting Time and Place 
The P&H monthly meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in 
the Key School Science & Library Center (the building closest to Carroll Drive), Room 101. All slip 
holders, ramp key holders, Wait Listers, Kayakers, Boat Parkers, etc. are encouraged to attend. 
As an all-volunteer organization, we welcome your ideas and your participation. Volunteers are 
always needed and welcomed. Hope to see you there! 

(Continued from page 24) 

Local School News 
 ~ Irfan Latimer, Key School Liaison to HSIA  

Run the Key School 5K/10K & Family Fun Run 
October 20, 2019 - 9:00 a.m. Learn more and register at keyschool.org/5K10K  

Join us for an Open House to learn more about the Key experience 
First and Lower Schools - 2.5 year olds - Grade 4 
Saturday, October 26, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Learn more and RSVP: keyschool.org/openhouse 

Middle and Upper Schools - Grades 5 - 12 
Saturday, November 2, 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Learn more and RSVP: keyschool.org/openhouse 

Seminar Series for Adults 
Join us for discussions about the World of Magic in Literature, Philosophy and Film.  Learn 
more and register: keyschool.org/seminarseries 

IMPORTANT: To update the service provider list(s) found on the following page, please email  
seabreeze@hillsmereshores.net. HSIA provides these names as a courtesy to our residents 
who provide or require these services.  HSIA encourages residents to obtain references 
when hiring any service provider or contractor. 

http://keyschool.org/5K10K
http://keyschool.org/openhouse
http://keyschool.org/openhouse
http://keyschool.org/seminarseries
mailto:seabreeze@hillsmereshores.net
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the SEA BREEZE 

Published by: the Hillsmere Shores Improvement Association (HSIA) 
P.O. Box 3485, Annapolis, MD 21403 

www.hillsmereshores.org 
Editor: Kelly Ann Pavkov  [seabreeze@hillsmereshores.net] 
Administrator:  Jean Somers  [admin@hillsmereshores.net] 

Treasurer’s Assistant:  Jim Schwallenberg 
HSIA Service and Information:  410-263-4456 (24-hour voicemail) 

 

2019 BOARD MEETINGS - 7:00 p.m. 
Jan 31 April 25 July 25* Oct 31 
Feb 28 May 30 Aug 29 Nov 21 
Mar 28 June 27* Sep 26 Dec 19 

2019 GENERAL MEETINGS - 7:00 p.m. 
 January 10 May 9 September 12 
 March 14 July 11 November 14 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 2018-19 

Marilyn Carpenter 410-263-4456 

Robin Clark Eilenberg  410-263-4456 

Claire Corcoran 443-263-4456 

Brian Gallagher 410-263-4456 

Phil Jones 410-263-4456 
Ray Sullivan 410-263-4456 

Steve Vanderbosch 410-263-4456 

OFFICERS 2019-2020 

President Mike Waters 410-263-4456 
Vice President Dave Miles 410-263-4456 
Secretary Mike Wurst 410-263-4456 
Treasurer Gene Gross 410-263-4456 

CHAIRPERSONS 

Beach Jeri Singleton 410-263-4456 x2 
Building Permits Dave Miles 410-263-4456 x1 
Budget Gene Gross 410-263-4456 
Bylaws Mike Wurst 410-263-4456 
Communication K. Pavkov & M. Wurst 410-263-4456 x1 
Community House Tom Schwallenberg 410-263-4456 x1 
Entertainment Nuala O’Leary 410-263-4456 x4 
Environmental Kevin Green 410-263-4456 
Historian Julie Crudele 410-263-4456 x1 
Membership Jean Somers 410-263-4456 x1 
Nominations Mike Wurst 410-263-4456 x1 
Piers & Harbors Steve Vanderbosch 410-263-4456 x1 
Pool D. Franz & L. Hogbin 410-263-4456 x7 
Security  Claire Corcoran 410-263-4456 x6 
Traffic Matt Franz 410-263-4456 
Web Master Kelly Ann Pavkov 410-263-4456 x1 
Welcoming Kathy McFadden 410-330-8432 
Zoning & Covenants Claire Corcoran 410-263-4456 
Key School Liasion Irfan Latimer 443-321-7811 
ANPF Representative Ray Sullivan 410-263-4456  
   

COMMUNITY FACILITIES and LOCAL CONTACT INFORMATION 
Beach Picnic Area Reservations 410-263-4456 x2 
Boat Ramp Keys & Boat Slip Assignments 410-263-4456 
Guest Parking Passes 410-263-4456 
Hillsmere Car & Boat Trailer Stickers 410-263-4456 
Hillsmere Garden Club  410-268-5975  
Hillsmere Swim Team 443-336-8432 
County Community Services Specialist 410-222-1242 
Animal Control 410-222-8900 
Recycling Information & Bulk Trash Pick Up 410-222-6100 

Babysitter/Mother’s Helper 

Ady Age  16 410-980-5210 

Bella Age 15 443-534-7918   

Ella Age 14 443-223-0572  

Ella Age 13 410-533-8442 

Emily Age 14 410-570-9127 

Grace Age 17 410-353-4983 

Kate Age 17 443-995-7133 

Katie Age 13 410-268-2686 

Keira Age 16 410-507-9143 

Lauren Age 15 443-750-1228 

Maggie Age 13 443-900-5511  

Maia Age 16 443-221-9610  

Mia Age 15 410-507-3628  

Sara Age 16 443-569-1722 

Sarah Age 17 443-699-2165  

Shanley Age 13 443-569-9764  

Taylor Age 15 410-991-7498  

Tessa Age 13 443-905-6017 

Caitlyn Age 18 443-875-9043  

Linda Adult 443-822-7956 

Pet Sitter/Dog Walker 

Maggie Age 13 443-900-5511  

Katie Age 13 410-268-2686 

Elias Age 13 443-462-7270  

Shanley Age 13 443-569-9764  

Emily Age 14 410-570-9127 

Sean Age 14 443-569-9811  

Mia Age 15 410-507-3628  

Lauren Age 15 443-750-1228 

Kate Age 17 443-995-7133 

Eliza Age 16 443-822-4995 

Hannah Adult 410-980-6189  

Cheryl Adult 410-353-2066 

Alexis Adult 410-980-0751 

Elaine Adult 443-822-6035 

Linda Adult 443-822-7956 

Shondra Adult 240-578-9221 

Earl Adult 410-570-1894 

Mary Ellen Adult 410-212-5744 

Yard Work/Odd Jobs 

Patrick Adult 410-263-2058 

https://hillsmereshores.org/
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