
TITLE OF PROJECT

During the COVID-19 pandemic, a 
multidisciplinary perioperative team 
was established to create and 
implement practice guidelines for 
reprocessing N95 respirators following 
the Centers of Disease Control and 
Preventions Guidelines.  The goal was  
to develop contingency and crisis 
strategies to help the healthcare 
facility conserve N95 respirator 
supplies in the face of shortages.  
Along with other additional mitigation 
strategies to conserve N95 respirators, 
Navy Medicine Readiness and Training 
Command (NMRTC) Camp Pendleton 
created a N95 respirator reprocessing 
program due to unexpected shortages 
and difficulty purchasing N95’s.  The 
primary goal was to conserve N95 
respirators to continue healthcare 
services for the military population.

As of January 31, 2021 NMRTC Camp 
Pendleton has reprocessed over 
7,000 N95 respirators successfully 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
innovative process saved the 
Command from purchasing 14,000 
N95’s during a time of critical supply 
shortages and allowed continued 
access to care for our military 
patient population.  Although some 
N95’s were discarded due to being 
damaged or having debris, there was 
ample opportunity to reprocess 
N95’s with hydrogen peroxide vapor 
providing two additional uses per 
N95.

Implementing an N95 Respirator Reprocessing Program 

during COVID-19 at NMRTC Camp Pendleton

The SARS-CoV2 pandemic has created extreme shortages of N95 masks necessitating 
the need for rapid development of reuse and reprocessing plans. Our aim was to 
create a process to recapture, reprocess, and redistribute N95 masks using hydrogen 
peroxide vapor as a real time disinfection method at NMRTC Camp Pendleton. 
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Having the ability to reprocess N95’s 
within our facility allowed a rapid 
turn around of N95 respirators back 
to end users while conserving N95’s.  
The success of the program hinged 
on collaboration across multiple 
hospital departments and is an 
example of the collaboration needed 
to respond to an ever-changing 
environment during a pandemic.

Conclusion

In order to maintain medical readiness for 
the Marines and Sailors at NMRTC Camp 
Pendleton, the capability to reprocess 
N95 respirators allowed the facility to 
maintain sufficient N95 respirators to 
continue healthcare that could have 
threatened the military community.

Implications
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Goal: Continue Healthcare Services
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