Notes and Documents
BENJAMIN LLOYD: A PIONEER PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST IN ALABAMA

By OLIVER C. WEAVER
Four and

a

half miles north of Greenville, on the east side

of the Fort Dale Road, a small

family cemetery marks the
Lloyd plantation of Butler
County, Alabama. Dominating the spot is a monument to
Benjamin Lloyd, who bought the place in 1857, immediately
moved into a position of leadership in the area, and died
prematurely three years later.1
By the standards of his day Benjamin Lloyd was a man of
wealth, having acquired his competence through such diverse
activities as merchant, planter, land speculator, and, at the
apex of his career, public official. In his own eyes, however,
he was primarily a “Baptist clergyman.”2 A founding father
of the Beulah Association of the Primitive Baptist Church,
and for twenty-five years a leading minister of that denomina¬
tion, he served his church well as pastor, moderator, and
editor and publisher of its hymnal.
Born October 6, 1804 in Hancock County, Georgia, Ben¬
jamin Lloyd spent his infancy on a typical frontier farm of
that era. Most of his nearest neighbors were, like the Lloyds,
small planters, Baptists, and settlers from Virginia. In child-

location of what

was

once

the

lThe author of this paper

is indebted to Mrs. Eugene S. Bee, Special Collections
for her assistance in locating source materials. All
this paper can be found on microfilm in the Special Collec¬
Davis Library of Samford University.

Librarian, Samford University,
of the minutes cited in
tions of the Harwell G.
2

He

Coosa

144

was

listed in this

manner

in the 1850 United States

Manuscript Census for

County, Alabama.
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hood and

early youth he lived in Jones County, to which his
parents moved during his infancy; in later youth he resided
in Bibb County, where his family made their home in the
early 1820’s.3 In 1822, at the age of eighteen, he was baptized
and received into the membership of the Mount Pisgah Bap¬
tist Church in Bibb County, Georgia.4 For the next five
years he worked with his father and brothers who, with a
dozen slaves, operated several farms in the area. In 1827 he
moved with his parents to the newly opened lands of Talbot
County, Georgia.
The year 1832 was a climactic one for Benjamin Lloyd.
Early in January he purchased a farm in Talbot County and
became a planter in his own right. On February 22, 1832 he
married Naomi Ann Cox of Putnam County, Georgia.5 In
late autumn his father, John E. Lloyd, Sr., died, leaving Ben¬
jamin and his brother the task of administering the estate.
On December 27 John Franklyn Lloyd, first of the nineteen
children of Benjamin and Naomi, was born.6 This year, 1832,
3

Benjamin Lloyd's grandfather, John Lloyd, came to Georgia from Virginia after
Revolutionary War. On the tenth of September, 1784, he received a warrant for
two hundred acres of land on Beaver Dam Creek near the Waters of Ogeechee. The
farm bordered “Greenbury Road” and was situated three miles west of Powellton
in Hancock County, Georgia. Following the grandfather’s death in October, 1793,
the farm was managed by Benjamin’s father, John E. Lloyd, until it was sold to
Colonel Henry T. Colquitt in 1807. Records of transactions pertaining to it can be
found in Wilkes County, Georgia, Land Grant Book A, 6; Greene County, Georgia,
Estate Books A and B, 216-218. Deed books of Jones, Bibb, and Talbot counties,
Georgia, provide evidence of the places of residence of John E. Lloyd. He is listed in
the United Manuscript Census for Jones County, Georgia, in 1820, and Talbot
County, Georgia, in 1830.
4
“Obituary” in Minutes of the Twenty-Third Annual Session of the Ebenezer Baptist
the

Association of the Primitive Faith and Order. Held with Ebenezer Church, Dallas

County, Alabama, from the 5th to the 8th day of October, Inclusive, 1860.
5 Putnam
County, Georgia, Marriage Book D, 218.
6 The date is
given in the family Bible of Benjamin Lloyd’s son Jesse Cox Lloyd
(privately owned). A complete list of children of Benjamin and Naomi Ann (Cox)
Lloyd can be found in Thomas M. Owen, History of Alabama and Dictionary of
Alabama Biography (Chicago, 1921), IV, 1056. Partial lists can be found in the
Manuscript Census for Coosa County, Alabama, 1850, and for Butler County, Ala¬
bama, 1860, the latter listing Naomi A. Lloyd as head of the household.

April, 1968

145

also the year of
ment of his labors as

Lloyd’s ordination and the commence¬
a minister of the gospel.7
Benjamin Lloyd’s first ministerial labors occurred within
the bounds of the Columbus Association of Georgia. Organ¬

was

ized in 1829, this association had been founded

on

the Articles

of Faith of the Flint River Association and was thus committed

in

principle to the faith espoused by regular Baptists. Ex¬
tremely conservative in its formative period, the Columbus
Association in 1831 repudiated the Georgia Baptist Conven¬
tion and became “disposed to stand aloof from all benevolent
enterprises maintained and defended by that body.”8 Although
trends toward a more liberal position shortly became manifest,
leading the Columbus Association to join the Georgia State
Convention in 1838, its earlier conservative views set the tone
for

Benjamin Lloyd’s ministry.

There

another respect,

also, in which the Columbus
proved to be influential upon Lloyd’s later career.
In 1833, Elder John M. Gray, who had played a prominent
role in the 1831 proceedings of the Association, conducted a
preaching mission in East Alabama, which laid the foundation
upon which Benjamin Lloyd was shortly to build. A later
historian of Baptist activities in East Alabama states:
was

Association

The first

Baptist preachers of whom any trace is found who preached
Chambers County were John M. Gray and Thomas
Granbury. They made a tour through east Alabama in the year 1833,
and one of their appointments was at Chambersville (now LaFayette),
the county site. The meeting was held in a log cabin used as a court
house and church, and a few persons yet live who remember the oc¬
casion as one of interest. This was the first religious service conducted
in the county by Baptists.9

in what is

7

8

now

“Obituary.”
J. H. Campbell, Georgia Baptists: Historical and Biographical (Macon, Ga., 1874),

100.
8

W. C. Bledsoe,

History of the Liberty (East) Baptist Association of Alabama (At¬

lanta, 1886), 8. While on this preaching tour, Elder John M. Gray died in Alabama
“at Mr. Pittman’s place,” an event noted in the minutes of the Columbus Association
in 1834. See
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This historian also

points out that about the year 1834 other
Baptist preachers located in the “Creek country” of Alabama.
Among them he names Benjamin Lloyd.
Early in 1834 Benjamin Lloyd disposed of his properties in
Georgia preparatory to moving across the Chattahoochee
River into Alabama. Apparently he did not immediately
move his
family to Alabama, for his second son, Cary Chap¬
pell Lloyd, was born April 2, 1834 in Georgia. His first land
acquisition in Alabama came in December, 1834 when he
bought a farm in Chambers County. Three months later, on
March 24, 1835, his third son, Joseph LaFayette Lloyd, was
born in Chambers County, Alabama.
Lloyd’s first years in Alabama were characterized by great
energy and varied activities. In partnership with his brother
Joseph he established one of the early mercantile firms of
Chambers County. Under the trade name of “B. Lloyd and
Bro.,” it was located in LaFayette “next door to Stephen
Daniel’s tavern.”10 In 1835 he also began a series of land
speculations that continued throughout the decade. More than
thirty entries in Chambers County deed books are recorded
in his name during this period. Almost immediately after his
removal to Alabama, Lloyd began preaching among the Bap¬
tists of the area. On May 2, 1835, he was one of three elders
constituting the presbytery that approved the establishment
of County Line Baptist Church.11
Alabama states: “Elder

Gray was one of the presbytery who helped organize the
LaFayette Baptist Church in May, 1834. In July of the same year he was taken ill
while preaching in the community in which the Bethel Church was organized and
died, being a victim of typhoid fever, according to records found in the library of
Mercer University, Macon, Georgia. He had served the First Baptist Church of
Columbus, Georgia, as pastor and had organized the first church at Macon, Georgia.”
B. B. McGinty, History of East Liberty Baptist Association, Chambers County,
Alabama (Alexander City, Ala., 1963), 2.
10 E. G. Richards, “Reminiscences of the
Early Days in Chambers County,” Alabama
Historical Quarterly, IV (Fall, 1942), 432. See also Chambers County, Alabama Deed
Book 1, 42.
11

McGinty, 205-206.
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In the

spring of 1836, his career was briefly interrupted by
Indian uprising in East Alabama. The Indians,
who had suffered greatly from settlers pressing in upon their
lands, were in a hostile mood. On April 1, they killed a white
settler, causing a general panic. Wives and children of the
settlers were sent across the river into Georgia while the men
were organized into military
companies. As the general scare
spread into nearby Tallapoosa County, settlers gathered in
Dudleyville and sent a call for aid to neighbors in Chambers
County. As one of the participants in these events wrote many
years later:
fears of

A call

an

was at once

made for volunteers, and about twenty of us who
our services.
We organized by electing the

had horses volunteered
Reverend

Benjamin Lloyd, who was an excellent military officer, our
captain, and marched off for Dudleyville. We arrived there about
sunset and were kindly received by the men who had remained there
to protect their property, who provided ample supplies both for us

and

our

horses.12

As it turned out, no

military action was required during the
night, and members of Lloyd’s voluntary company returned
to their homes the next day.
The autumn of 1836 was a great season for Benjamin Lloyd.
He played an active part in organizing the Liberty Associa¬
tion of Baptist churches in east Alabama. He was accorded a
place of prominence and influence during the first session of
the Liberty Association, which met from September 29
through October 2, 1836 at LaFayette. The Association
elected him clerk of the session, appointed him to a com¬
mittee

to

write

a

circular letter

to

all associated churches,

named him

correspondent to the Columbus Association of
Georgia, and invited him to preach the introductory sermon
to the Liberty Association a year hence. Along with these

12

Richards, 440.
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honors, the Association paid him twenty dollars for his services
as

clerk of the session.13

Scarcely had the session ended when Lloyd was invited by
to become its pastor. A similar invitation
came from the church at
LaFayette, and he accepted both.14
During the organization of the Liberty Association there seems
the Cusseta Church

to

have been little

overt

division between Primitive and Mis¬

sionary Baptists. In fact, the Association attempted to estab¬
lish itself on a foundation broad enough to include both and
so to avoid the divisions that were
already a source of much
friction among Georgia Baptists. Reflecting the earlier con¬
servative sentiment of the Columbus Association, however,

Liberty adopted a compromise resolution weighted somewhat
the anti-Missionary side. Article VII of its constitution
provided that “The Association shall not engage in the mis¬
sionary institutions of the day but leave churches and in¬
dividuals to exercise their judgment in such cases.”15
Although Lloyd doubtless preferred an even more severe
stand than that embodied in Article VII, he accepted it and
remained with the Liberty Association through its second
year. Illness prevented his preaching the introductory sermon
at the second session of the Liberty Association, which com¬
menced September 23, 1837, but he was again elected clerk of
the session. His connection with Liberty, however, ended
shortly thereafter. His name appears nowhere in the minutes
of the third session, in 1838. A year later, in 1839, the As¬
sociation minutes carried only one reference to him, noting
that the new clerk had “made a settlement with Benjamin
Lloyd, former clerk, and received of him $2.94, but said Lloyd
had not procured a record book for the Association.” Although
no reason for Lloyd’s
separation from the Liberty Association
on

13 Minutes of the
Liberty Baptist Association Constituted at LaFayette, Chambers
County, Alabama, September 28, 1836.
14
McGinty, 208, 216.

15

Minutes of the

Liberty Baptist Association (1836).
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explicity given, the occasion for his departure may be
easily inferred from Item 23 of the minutes, namely, that the
Association unanimously adopted repeal of Article VII of
the constitution and now urged all churches to send contribu¬
tions to missionary causes throughout the Association. The
fact that this position was unanimously adopted indicates that
not only Lloyd but all of his fellow anti-Missionary conserva¬
was

tives had withdrawn.

McGinty’s History of the East Liberty Baptist Association
a bit of additional light on this.
After noting that
Lloyd was chosen pastor of the Cusseta Church in 1836,
McGinty added: “He (Lloyd) also intimated in a private
way, after one year as pastor, the propriety of the church
declaring non-fellowship for missionary causes, but he was
firmly opposed by the brethren whom he approached on the
subject.”16
His experience with the LaFayette Baptist Church was
similar. Late in 1838, Lloyd and fellow Baptists who had
departed from the Liberty Association with him founded the
Beulah Association of the Primitive Baptist Church. As one
of the founders of the Beulah Association, Lloyd moved im¬
mediately into a place of leadership among the Primitive
Baptists comparable to that which he had formerly enjoyed
in the Liberty Association. Minutes prior to 1842 are missing,
but in September of that year, he preached the introductory
sermon to the Beulah Association on the text, “Giving no
offense in anything that the ministry be not blamed.”17 He
served on several committees and as correspondent to various
associations, including the Ebenezer (Alabama) Association.
He became pastor of various Primitive Baptist churches in
Chambers County, including the church at Sharon and the
church at Fredonia, the latter town being his place of resithrows

16

McGinty, 208.

17

Minutes

of the Fifth Session of the Beulah Baptist Association, Meeting with the

Church at Sharon,
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dence for several years.

In the mid-1840’s, he moved to Coosa
County, where he served as preacher of the Primitive Baptist
Church in east Wetumpka.
In 1845, with the organization of the Wetumpka Associa¬
tion of the Primitive Baptist Church, Benjamin Lloyd
preached within the new Association, but for more than a
decade while living in and around Wetumpka, he also con¬
tinued his active interest in the affairs of the Beulah Associa¬
tion.

Minutes of the latter show that from 1845

to

1857 he

attended the annual

meetings of the Beulah Association,
correspondent from the Wetumpka Association. It
was almost a regular routine for him to give the
opening
prayer and to preach either a Saturday morning or a Saturday
usually

as

afternoon

sermon

before the Beulah Association.18 As far

as

posterity is concerned, his chief claim to fame during these
his publication of Lloyd’s Primitive Hymns. This
hymnal, which has now been in use by the Primitive Baptist
churches for more than a century and a quarter, was first
published in 1841. The last edition was in 1963.19
During the decade in which he lived in Coosa County, Ben¬
jamin Lloyd established his home on the famous old Plank
Road some twelve miles north of Wetumpka, near the Central
Institute.20 This Missionary Baptist Institute, the ranking
academy of the county, was probably the school in which his
younger children received a substantial portion of their educa¬
tion. During these years, Lloyd seems to have mellowed in
years was

18

See Minutes for each year,

19

The writer is indebted to F. Wilbur Helmbold, Director of the Harwell G. Davis

1846 through 1857.

Library of Samford University, for the following information: Following the first
edition of 1841 there
The 1845 edition

were

editions of 1845, 1858, 1869, 1876, 1900, 1921, and later.

published by J. F. Trow, Printer, 38 Ann Street, New York.
It carried the inscription: “The Primitive hymns, spiritual songs, and sacred poems,
regularly selected, classified, and set in order, and adapted to social singing and all
occasions of divine worship—Third edition, corrected and enlarged. Published for
the proprietor, and for sale by him at Wetumpka, Alabama, 1845.” Recent editions,
including that of 1963, carry a frontispiece portrait of Benjamin Lloyd.
20
George Evans Brewer, “History of Coosa County,” Alabama Historical Quarterly,
IV (Spring, 1942), 81.
was
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his

opposition to the Missionary Baptists, and he enjoyed
in the community. A character
Missionary Baptist preacher, was

the esteem of many people
sketch of him, written by a

follows:

as

Coosa has been the home of

who have taken

places of distinction
ministry of the gospel. Reverend Benjamin Lloyd, who came
from Chambers County, lived for some years in Coosa. He was a
minister of the Primitive Baptist denomination. His early history is
unknown to the writer except that he was from South Carolina. He
was a man of medium size and
carrying a face that would strike the
beholder as denoting intelligence, refinement and a gentle spirit. He
men

in the

was

much above

tion. He

was

book which

most

the

was

a

of the ministers of that denomination for educa¬

compiler and publisher of their Primitive Hymngood source of revenue to him and to his family

after his death. He had moved from Coosa to Butler before the
and died there. He and his wife had sixteen
Several of his

of
as

sons

became

ministers,

most

sons

and four

war

daughters.

of them missionary preachers

good standing. The humorous writer so well known in Alabama
was of his
family a grandson.21

“Rufus Sanders”

That

Benjamin Lloyd was a man of some standing in his
community is evidenced by the fact that in 1857 he was ap¬
pointed by President James Buchanan as Receiver of Public
Monies for the Land Office located

at

Greenville, Alabama.

Upon receipt of this appointment, he purchased a plantation
County, some four and one-half miles north of
Greenville, moved his family there, and immediately entered
upon the duties of his office. He continued, however, an
active role as a Primitive Baptist minister and managed the
in Butler

21

Ibid., 216-217. The comment of Brewer cited above is apparently in error in stat¬
ing that Benjamin Lloyd was from South Carolina. Benjamin’s father, John Lloyd,
lived in Pendleton District, South Carolina,

briefly about 1790, and his wife’s parents,
Cary and Martha (Rountree) Cox, lived in Edgefield District in the decade 1790-1800,

but

no evidence has been found that
Benjamin Lloyd lived there. Another minor
point: Brewer mentions twenty children. Family records preserve the names of only

nineteen.
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affairs of his

new

plantation. He also

ran

the hotel at Fort

Dale.22

Serving as pastor of the Primitive Baptist Church of Fort
Dale and also of the church at Mount Zion in Butler County,

Lloyd assumed

a place of leadership in
tion of the Primitive Baptist Church.23

he

was

to

write

named

elected
a

as

as

Moderator of the

circular letter

to

the Ebenezer Associa¬
In September of 1859
Association, was requested

all of the churches, and

was

also

correspondent to the Wetumpka Association.
Benjamin Lloyd wrote to the

The circular letter that

churches of the Ebenezer Association confirms Brewer’s char¬
acterization of him

as a man

of refinement and

Avoiding doctrinal discussion

as

gentle spirit.
inappropriate to a circular

letter, he aimed, rather, to incite the members of the Associa¬
tion “to love and

to

good works.” At the outset of his

com¬

however, he stressed most strongly the nature of the
Church. “The Holy Scriptures,” he wrote, “present to view
in the Church of Christ a peculiar people, separate and dis¬
tinct from all the world besides, people united to God, having
ments,

been

taught by His spirit and brought into fellowship and

communion with Him.”24
True

his

Baptist heritage and to his understanding of
gospel, he stressed a kind of democracy in the church, the
equality of all men before God—ministers and laity alike.
“The Gospel,” he wrote, “recognizes no distinction of subto

the

22
Copy of a letter from Mrs. Walter Henry Crenshaw to Edward Crenshaw, June
27, 1857, provided by Mrs. Richard Crenshaw of Greenville, Alabama.

23

Minutes of Mt. Zion Church, Butler

County, Alabama dated Friday, July 9, 1858
a supply pastor to fill the vacancy of
choice of Brother Benjamin Lloyd.—The Church

declare: “The church went into the choice of
Brother W. Thomas.

She made

agreed to commune the next sabbath and wash one another’s feet.” Minutes of Satur¬
day, November IS, 1858 state: “The church went into the choice of a pastor for the
year 1859. They made choice of Brother Benjamin Lloyd.”
24
Benjamin Lloyd, “Circular Letter” in Minutes of the Twenty-Second Annual
Session of the Ebenezer Baptist Association Meeting in the Bethlehem Church,
Montgomery County, from the 3rd to the 6th of September, 1859. The quotations
following that cited above are also from this circular letter.
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jects.” Nevertheless, there are distinct duties for the con¬
gregation and other duties for ministers. Only ministers have
the right and the authority to administer baptism and the
Lord’s Supper. Having accepted the office of pastor of a
church, a minister has the responsibility for tending his flock,
for visiting among his people, for knowing which of his mem¬
bers are “vacillating upon any subject” in order that he might
“establish them.” Reflecting, I think, the political traditions
of the post-revolutionary period in American history, he also
stressed the role of the minister in conducting the affairs of
conferences.
the

vote to

“Here

moves are to

be made and seconded and

be taken,” he said.

“should have

a

“Every church,” he wrote,
proper decorum in which the duties of every

member should be defined; and in all cases where members

desire

speak on any subject, they should rise from their
Benjamin Lloyd was a practical man, and he knew
from firsthand experience some of the problems of making
democracy work—even ecclesiastical democracy.
to

seats.”

In his circular letter,

Lloyd discussed the duties of all
worship and the ordinances
of the church, to contribute to the church’s support, and to
pray in the church as well as in the family circle. He dis¬
cussed at some length duties and authority of deacons, stressing
their obligations “by kindly effort to restore to peace any
little disturbances among the members.” All in all, his cir¬
cular letter reflects the mood and concerns of a pastor on the
Alabama frontier for the practical, everyday tasks of main¬
taining the church and properly administering its ordinances.
Christians

to

attend services of

Scarcely had Lloyd completed this circular letter when he,
though still only fifty-five years old, was stricken with an
illness from which he never recovered. On January 9, 1860
he drew his will, recording previous gifts to his older children,
leaving $1,000 each to ten of his children who were still
minors, providing for the disposition of many items of per154
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sonal property (including
his executors to renew the
of his “Primitive
illness of

two

his numerous slaves), and directing
copyright and continue publication
Hymns.”25 On January 14, 1860, after an

months, he died. His

career,

like that of many

other

preachers of the American frontier, is a vivid reminder
through which man’s
ancient faiths have been renewed from generation to genera¬
tion are transmitted in part, but only in part, by the written
word. On the American frontier, pioneer preachers frequent¬
ly owned little more reading material than a Bible and a
hymnal, their parishioners often possessing neither of these.
of the fact that the cultural traditions

Nevertheless, ancient forms of the faith took root and flour¬
ished

on

American soil—transmitted

largely through oral

communication, through sermon and song, through sacrament
and

symbol. The life of Benjamin Lloyd reflects the convic¬
a Primitive
Baptist preacher as he tried to make a
living and carry Christianity to a frontier people.
tions of

25

Butler

and

County, Alabama, Will Book 1, 146. The will
probated March 5, 1860.
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