Worship Guide
SUNDAY 10AM
December 20, 2020
4th Sunday in Advent
Prelude (LIVE)
~~WELCOME / Announcements
NEW AND GOOD
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH— Sammy & Anna Dillon
HYMN- “O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright” (Recording)
CONFESSION
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed
the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to
one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news:
by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free—
free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace,
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and
might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we
may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
1Now

when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest
from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See
now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan
said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.”
4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my
servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live
in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a
tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says
the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be
prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went,
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their
own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more,
as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel;
and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to
you that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall
be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Luke 1:46b-49
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me
and holy is your name.
Magnificat Recording: Luke 1: 50
Luke 1:51-55
51You have shown strength with your arm
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
52casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting | up the lowly.
53You have filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,
to remember the promise of mercy,
55the promise made to our forebears,
to Abraham and his children forever.
Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that
was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the
prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
26In

the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called
Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then
the angel departed from her.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE WEEK- (Recording) My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness
APOSTLES CREED
With the whole church let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary
world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray for
our neighbors of other denominations and faiths (Nearby churches, mosques,
temples, and synagogues may be named). Inspire the faith of their people.
Cultivate understanding among us and strengthen us in love and service to
our community. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you.
Bless and protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that
surround us. Give us humility as we tend them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for the
leaders of all nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all
people entrusted with leadership, to create societies in which everyone can
flourish. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich
away empty. Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition.
Bless the work of advocates, community organizers, and food pantries.
Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone
in need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence
(especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We
give thanks for the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors
who organized, planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they
served you. We give thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders in our
own time. Inspire others with their steadfast witness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SHARE THE PEACE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
Through whom you will also make all things new,
In the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY HOLY HOLY (Recording)
You are holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness;
You bring light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence.
We worship you for our lives and for the world you give us.

We thank you for the new world to come and for the love that will rule all in
all.
We praise you for the grace shown to Israel,
You chose, the people of your promise:
The rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land,
The memory of the fathers, the homecoming of the exile,
And the prophets’ words that will not be in vain.
In all this we bless you for your Only-begotten Son, who fulfilled and will
fulfill all your promises.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
Our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it, gave it to his disciples,
saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you
Do this in remembrance of me.
Again after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
Shed for you and for all people for the
Forgiveness of sin.
Do this in remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and
drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
Christ has died, Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the incarnation of your Son;
His human birth and the covenant he made with us.
We remember the sacrifice of his life;
His eating with outcasts and sinners,
And his acceptance of death.
But on this day we remember his rising from the tomb,

His ascension to the seat of power,
And his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit.
We cry out for the resurrection of our lives,
When Christ will come again in beauty and power
To share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share
In this bread and cup may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
May enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven,
And may receive our inheritance with all your saints in the light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he
comes as victorious Lord of all.
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink.
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
“Lamb of God” (Recording)
“Album Leaf” (Live)
Post Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you, now
and forever. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God,
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ.
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
into your beloved vineyard
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst,
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
Blessing
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.
Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
Postlude (Live)

