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Catechetical Sunday 2021
Evangelization and Catechesis
BY JOEL PADGETT
Director of Catechesis
Diocese of Evansville

As I begin serving our diocese as
Director of Catechesis — I just
completed my first two months —
I wish to sincerely thank everyone
for their kind words of welcome
and, in particular, for their prayers!
I’m both grateful for and humbled
by the opportunity to serve God
and the people of our diocese in
this capacity, and I’m excited to
visit our parishes in order to get a
better feel for how the Office of
Catechesis can best serve the catechetical needs of our diocese.
On Sept. 19, we will celebrate
Catechetical Sunday! On this day,
which always occurs on the third
Sunday of September, we recognize in a special way the importance of the ministry of our catechists who actively help to pass on
the faith by teaching and sharing

it with others. We also reflect on
the important role that parents
play as the primary catechists of
their children.
At times, I think that the very
word “catechesis” might pose a bit
of a challenge to grasping its
importance. All too often, I fear
that the word remains too abstract.
To top it off, it goes hand-in-hand
with another word that also tends
to remain too abstract: evangelization. Perhaps in part to respond to
this, the “Directory for Catechesis,”
which was published by the
Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization last
year, does a great job of helping us
connect evangelization and catechesis, as well as relating them to our
lives.
According to the “Directory,”
evangelization is the entire process
through which “the Gospel is proSee CATECHESIS, page 2

Restoration continues at St. Joseph, Jasper
SPECIAL TO THE MESSAGE
St. Joseph Parish in Jasper is beginning Phase III (interior work) of its plan to
repair, restore and preserve the historic St. Joseph Church.
The final Mass in the building prior to the start of Phase III occurred Aug. 30.
Following Mass, a procession accompanying the Blessed Sacrament crossed the
plaza on the west side of the church to the St. Joseph Parish Center.
Starting Sept. 4, Mass, Adoration, and other liturgical events will be celebrated in the updated Kundek Hall, inside the Parish Center. Doors will open 30
minutes before Mass times. The worship space will open for prayer at 7:30 a.m.
Eastern Time Monday through Friday.
Essential work to the exterior of the building is progressing well. Contractors
are continuing their efforts to reverse the effects of more than 130 years of use
and weather. Their effort will help assure the future of St. Joseph Church for
generations to come.
To learn more about the plan to repair, restore and preserve St. Joseph, or
how to participate, visit www.SaintJosephJasper.org.

At left, Father Andrew Thomas celebrates the final Mass inside St Joseph
Church in Jasper before restoration work begins. Above, Father Andrew
leads the procession with the Blessed Sacrament that followed the Aug.
30 Mass. Father Andrew led the faithful across the plaza on the west side
of the church to the St. Joseph parish center, where Masses and other
liturgies will be celebrated until the church renovation is complete.
Photos by Matthew Crane, Dubois County Free Press, special to The Message

