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On June 26, the Daughters of
Isabella Haubstadt Circle 151
celebrated the 100th anniver-
sary of their charter. Regent
Kris Lutz welcomed members
and guests to the event.
Festivities began with a Mass
at The Knights of St. John Hall
in Haubstadt. Father Christo-
pher Droste, D of I chaplain,
served as celebrant.

Father Christopher, who is
pastor of Holy Cross Parish in
Fort Branch and St. James and
Sts. Peter and Paul parishes in
Haubstadt, reminded Circle
151 members that no matter
their worries, God is guiding
them, so do not be afraid. Be
grateful for God’s gift of 100
years, he said, and realize the
next chapter is on its way.

Linda Kissel, auditor and a
past regent, read a beautiful
and informative account of the
history of Circle 151. Kissel’s
account included names of
many founding members from
1921 (including familiar sur-
names from Sts. Peter and
Paul, Holy Cross and St. James
parishes); reminders of the
motto “Unity, Friendship and
Charity;” the decision of red,
white and yellow as Circle

151’s colors; the D of I food
stand at the 1955 Haubstadt
Centennial; the donation of
one of the stained-glass win-
dows at Sts. Peter and Paul
Church; and embracing the St.
Elizabeth Home. 

The St. Elizabeth Home was
founded in 1913 to serve preg-
nant and new mothers in
unity with all D of I Circles in
Indiana as its chief charity. The

home has evolved into St.
Elizabeth-Coleman Pregnancy
and Adoption Service in
Indianapolis.

A festive luncheon of sand-
wiches, salads and cake fol-
lowed the June 26 Mass. Lutz
read many congratulatory
notes from Daughters of
Isabella Circles from Indiana.

Daughters of Isabella Haubstadt
Circle 151 celebrate 100 years

CRS gradually restores services

in Haiti amid series of crises

BY DENNIS SADOWSKI 
Catholic News Service

CLEVELAND (CNS) — A series of debilitating crises in
recent weeks — from a surge in COVID-19 cases to the
assassination of a president — has left Haiti reeling again in
uncertainty and forced Catholic Relief Services to curtail its
outreach efforts.

“As I told someone, this is like the perfect storm. Every-
thing is coming together to put people on their knees,”
Akim Kikonda, CRS’ country representative in Haiti, told
Catholic News Service July 14.

Beyond the pandemic, Kikonda pointed to rising gang
violence in neighborhoods primarily in and around Port-au-
Prince, the capital; and damage from Tropical Storm Elsa,
which swept through southern Haiti and the Dominican
Republic July 3, tearing off roofs, downing trees and flood-
ing farms.

Four days after the storm, in the early hours of July 7, 28
foreign mercenaries, including specially trained Colombian
soldiers, assassinated President Jovenel Moïse, creating a
deeper vacuum in the country’s governance.

Kikonda said any one of the occurrences would pose seri-
ous challenges to daily life, but that the back-to-back crises
the country is facing is paving the way to a deepening
humanitarian crisis.

The number of reported cases of COVID-19 in the Western
Hemisphere’s poorest nation surged in June to its highest
level in a year, according to data compiled by the Johns
Hopkins University Coronavirus Resource Center.

A positive development is that coronavirus cases have
receded in July. The country’s Ministry of Health announced
July 14 that the United States would be sending 500,000 vac-
cine doses through COVAX, the World Health Organization-
backed initiative to share COVID-19 vaccines across the globe.

Kikonda said the CRS response to the coronavirus
involves finalizing a contract with a private company to
provide psychological counseling and social service sup-
port to frontline health care

Submitted photo
Three generations of Daughters of Isabella Circle 151 mem-
bers celebrate the 100th anniversary of their charter. Pictured
are Whitney Mayer, far left, holding daughter Claire, Becky
Mayer and Justine Mayer. Becky is the mother-in-law of
Whitney and Justine. Becky hopes Claire and her soon-to-be
born grandchild will be prospective baby D of I members.

St. John Newburgh launches 

Speech Madness competition

Submitted photo
Margaret Janney, a student from St. John the Baptist School in Newburgh, speaks about
the Equal Justice Initiative in her final round of the Eighth Grade Speech Madness compe-
tition at the end of the 2020-2021 school year. Last March, Jenna Hochmeister, SJB language
arts teacher, and Maria Janney, SJB high ability language arts teacher, started the project.
For the competition, eighth-graders researched nonprofits that support one of the seven
themes of Catholic Social Teaching and wrote speeches. Students competed in five rounds
of competition. See related story on page 8.
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In an apostolic letter issued
motu proprio July 16 and pro-
vided to bishops, Pope
Francis restored limits on the
celebration of the Mass
according to the Roman
Missal in use before the
Second Vatican Council, mod-
ifying permissions St. John
Paul II and Pope Benedict
XVI had given to celebrate the
Mass in the Extraordinary
Form, commonly known as
the Latin Mass. Pope Francis
noted that it is the local bish-
op who regulates the liturgy
in his diocese in accord with
these norms.

Bishop Joseph M. Siegel
told The Message that he will
study the pope’s apostolic let-
ter, Traditionis Custodes (Guar-
dians of the Tradition), and
seek input from canonical and
liturgical advisors. He noted

that, like his predecessors, he
believes that this form of the
Mass has been spiritually
enriching for many of the
faithful, and so he foresees its
continuance to provide for
their pastoral needs.

The liturgical schedule for
the Latin Mass remains
unchanged at the present. It is
celebrated at Noon Central
Time on Sundays at St. Mary
Church in downtown Evans-
ville and on the First Saturday
of each month at St. Philip
Church in Posey County.
Bishop Siegel has granted
Father Ryan Hilderbrand the
faculty to celebrate these
Masses in the Diocese of
Evansville.

In Traditionis Custodes, Pope
Francis declares the liturgical
books promulgated after the
Second Vatican Council to be
“the unique expression of the
‘lex orandi’ (law of worship)
of the Roman Rite.”

Pope modifies permissions

for the Latin Mass
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