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For students, summer vaca-
tion is here and I am grateful
there is a feeling of normalcy.
Catholic schools are now look-
ing forward as we finalize
plans for the 2021-2022 school
year. 

Catholic Schools:
Saints in the Making
Each year, the Catholic

Schools Office announces a
theme for the upcoming school
year. For the 2021-2022 school
year, “Catholic Schools:  Saints
in the Making” will be the
common theme among all 26
Catholic schools. We look for-
ward to a year of exploring the
saints and applying their inspi-
rational stories to how we live.   

Indiana School
Choice Scholarship
The Catholic Schools Office

applauds the Indiana Legisla-
ture for putting students first
and expanding eligibility for
the state’s voucher and tax
credit programs. Under the
new law, a family of four can
have a total household income
up to about $145,000. A family
of three can have an income
up to $120,500 and a single-
parent, single-child household
can have an income up to
about $95,700 and still qualify.
The other major change is in
the value of the voucher.
Under the new law, all fami-
lies that are eligible will get a
voucher for 90 percent. I

encourage all families to con-
tact your local Catholic school
to see if you qualify. 

COVID-19 Restrictions
As the country, state and

diocese continue to eliminate
restrictions regarding the
COVID-19 virus, a common
question regarding the open-
ing of the 2021-2022 school
year is what, if any, restric-
tions will continue in the new
school year. As we have done
throughout the pandemic, we
will collaborate with state
and local health departments
to ensure the continued safety
of our students, teachers and
staff. All necessary/required
safety precautions for the
new school year will be
shared with families prior to
the beginning of the school
year. 
While I am deeply grateful

for the efforts made in the
past school year, we look for-
ward to a new school year
filled with hope.

Looking forward to the 

2021-2022 School Year

BY MEGAN ERBACHER
The Message assistant editor

Bishop Joseph M. Siegel celebrated Mass at
St. Benedict Cathedral in Evansville June 3 to
commemorate Bishop-Emeritus Gerald A.
Gettelfinger’s 60th anniversary of priestly ordi-
nation.
Many friends and faithful gathered in the

cathedral to celebrate with the fourth bishop
of the Catholic Diocese of Evansville.
Bishop Gettelfinger, 85, was ordained a

priest May 7, 1961. He was named Bishop of
Evansville March 11, 1989, and he was
ordained and installed at Evansville April 11,
1989. He served as Bishop of Evansville until

Bishop Gettelfinger celebrates 60th
anniversary of priestly ordination
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Bishop Joseph M. Siegel
ordained Deacon Garrett
Braun to the priesthood June 5
at St. Benedict Cathedral in
Evansville.
The cathedral was packed

with friends, family and faith-
ful from across the diocese’s
12 counties who gathered to
celebrate with the newly
ordained priest and his family.
Concelebrants included

Bishop-Emeritus of Evansville
Gerald A. Gettelfinger, Auxil-
iary Bishop F. Richard Spencer
of the Archdiocese for the
Military Services and about 50
priests. Deacon of the Mass
was Benedictine Deacon
Simon Hermann, with assist-
ing Deacon Rocky Mattingly
and assisting Deacon Jay
VanHoosier of St. John the
Baptist Parish.
Masters of Ceremonies were

Father Chris Forler, pastor of
St. John the Evangelist Parish
in Daylight; Father Chris-
topher Droste, pastor of Holy
Cross Parish in Fort Branch,
St. James Parish and Sts. Peter
and Paul Parish in Haubstadt;
Larry Durchholz and Diocesan
Director of Worship Matt
Miller.
Seminarians of the Diocese

served as acolytes and servers
for the Mass.
Diocesan Director of Voca-

tions Father Tyler Tenbarge
presented Deacon Garrett to
Bishop Siegel during his
priestly ordination Mass.
During his homily, Bishop

Siegel said, by his priestly
ordination, Father Garrett will
preach the word of God and
be the living image of Jesus
Christ: Christ the priest, Christ
the shepherd, Christ the
Apostolic Church.
As a priest, Bishop Siegel

said Father Garrett will accom-
pany his people on their life’s
journey, comfort them in sor-
row, rejoice in their blessings
and challenge them, all while
sharing Christ’s sacrificial love
for them so that they might go
forth and share their love and
service to others.
Bishop Siegel also offered a

special thanks to St. Joseph,
whose year, declared by Pope
Francis, Father Garrett is
ordained. St. Joseph was cho-
sen by God to be the protector
of the Holy Family and the
family of the church, Bishop
Siegel said, and Father Garrett,
too, is called to be a faithful
servant and a spiritual father
to his people and protect
them.
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The Message photos by Matt Potter
Diocesan Director of Stewardship

Bishop Joseph M. Siegel, left, stands with Father Garrett
Braun following his June 5 Ordination Mass at St. Benedict
Cathedral in Evansville.

The Message photo by Tim Lilley
Bishop Joseph M. Siegel, center, says the Eucharistic Prayer during the June 3 Mass at St. Bene-
dict Cathedral celebrating the 60h anniversary of the priestly ordination of Bishop-Emeritus
Gerald A. Gettelfinger. Praying with him at the altar are Bishop Gettelfinger’s classmates
Father Donald Ackerman, left, a senior priest of the Diocese of Evansville, and Benedictine
Father Meinrad Brune, right, a priest of St. Meinrad Archabbey. Also shown are Deacon Garret
Braun, second from left, who was ordained to the priesthood on June 5, and Matt Miller, director
of the Office of Worship, second from right, who served as master of ceremonies.


