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On April 7, Washington Catholic
Middle/High School in Washington
became the first Indiana school to
onboard with Ivy Tech’s LevelUp
Program.

Teachers and administrators met
with LevelUp program coordinators
to train and learn about the LevelUp
program’s many benefits for Indiana
students. LevelUp is a free, accessible
online resource available to all stu-
dents in Indiana that offers individu-
alized learning paths based on each
student’s demonstrated needs. 

Closely aligned with the Indiana
Academic Standards, this resource is
an important tool for Washington
Catholic teachers tasked with
addressing gaps in learning due to
extended COVID-19-related closures
and disruptions in the learning envi-
ronment.

The LevelUp program is a partner-

ship between Ivy Tech and the NROC
Program, a national organization ded-
icated to promoting equity in educa-
tion and to providing schools with
tools that recognize every student has
unique learning needs and prefer-
ences. Of the many programs NROC
offers, the LevelUp program, tailored
by Ivy Tech to specifically address
Indiana Academic Standards, promis-
es to be a powerful tool for
Washington Catholic teachers and
administrators to not only address
learning gaps recognized across the
country due to the ongoing world-
wide pandemic, but also to address
Washington Catholic students’ learn-
ing needs and create a more solid
foundation for post-secondary success
through its attention to college and
career readiness.

The LevelUp Program is unique in
its ability to store student data, allow-
ing Washington Catholic to create
long-term learning plans that grow

and change as students master con-
tent and skills. Teachers are excited to
incorporate this online diagnostic and
learning tool, with initial student
assessment and registration to begin
as early as next week.

Washington Catholic Middle/High
School principal Karie Craney said,
“At Washington Catholic, we are com-
mitted to providing our students an
education for life and a faith for liv-
ing. Our learning community is open
to students of all faiths, and our dedi-
cation to equity and our community
drives us to seek solutions to address
the myriad student needs in creative,
engaging ways. Ivy Tech is one of
four programs featured in a CAPR
analysis of post-secondary readiness
for its use of EdReady’s assessment
and individualized learning platform,
where campuses statewide are seeing
a positive shift in student retention,
engagement and academic success.”

Craney added, “As the first Indiana

high school to onboard with Ivy Tech’s
LevelUp Program, we are excited to
see how implementing this program
for students before graduation posi-
tively impacts both college and career
preparedness. This is just one more
way we demonstrate our firm commit-
ment to ensuring each Washington
Catholic Middle/High School student
reaches their full, God-given potential
through data-driven, responsive and
engaging teaching techniques that
focus on whole-child learning.”

For more information, contact Craney
or Director of Student Services Rebecca
Birchler at 812-254-2050.

Washington Catholic Schools
first in Ivy Tech LevelUp Program
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Editor’s note: As Indiana
marks a decade of school choice and
increased opportunities, legislation
would expand the innovative pro-
gram to more families. This is the
first in a series of features about
school choice in Indiana.

Exactly 10 years after the
passage of groundbreaking
legislation that made Indiana a
national leader in school
choice, the Statehouse is in the
spotlight again as lawmakers
weigh the first major expan-
sion to the program since 2013. 

More than a quarter-million
Hoosier students have benefit-
ed from Indiana’s Choice
Scholarship Program, more
commonly known as the
voucher program, since it was
signed into law by then-Gov.
Mitch Daniels in the spring of
2011. The current legislation
under review would expand
eligibility to allow even more
parents to select the school they
believe is best for their children
— a move that advocates say is
critical to extending educational
opportunities to as many
Hoosier families as possible.  

As he was a decade ago, the
lawmaker behind the current
effort is Rep. Bob Behning (R-
Indianapolis), chairman of the
House Education Committee. 

“The whole focus on what
we did in 2011 was to put kids
first,” Behning said. “That is
not a condemnation of our tra-
ditional educational model. It’s
just an acknowledgment that
people are different; and as
with everything else in life,
choices are important. We have
excellent schools across the
state, but it is nearly impossi-
ble for them to meet every
unique need of every child. 

“While many Hoosier fami-
lies already enjoy the flexibili-
ties of Indiana’s school-choice
program, there is still a large
group shut out of these oppor-
tunities,” Behning added.
“When we started looking at
the current eligibility require-
ments, we found a lot of hard-
working families still could
not send their child to the

school of their choice.” 
Behning’s proposed legisla-

tion, House Bill 1005, would
help middle- and upper-mid-
dle-class families still strug-
gling to pay for private school
tuition by raising the financial
eligibility requirements for
vouchers. Among other provi-
sions, it also would increase
the scholarship amount that a
voucher student receives in a
school year and create the
Indiana Education Scholarship
Account, which would provide
eligible families funding to
directly pay for tuition or other
education-related expenses. 

The bill, which passed out of
the House, was not heard in
committee in the Senate.
Instead, efforts to expand
school choice are now focused
on negotiations over the state

budget. The House version of
the budget included all of the
choice language found in
Behning’s bill. Meanwhile, the
recently released Senate ver-
sion of the budget contained a
scaled-down version of the
expansions.

Choice advocates are hopeful
that the final budget, through
conference-committee negotia-
tions, will more closely resem-
ble the House’s version of the
choice expansions. Two of the
strongest supporters of these
efforts are the Indiana Catholic
Conference and the Indiana
Non-Public Education

Association — two organiza-
tions that were instrumental in
the creation and passage of the
original measure 10 years ago. 

“Approximately 273,000
Hoosier students have been
blessed with the ability to
make an educational choice
because of the Choice
Scholarship legislation enacted
in 2011, and I have been privi-
leged to directly hear the life-
changing stories shared by
many of those families,” said
John Elcesser, executive direc-
tor of the INPEA, which repre-
sents the state’s more-than-400

BY VICTORIA ARTHUR
Statehouse Correspondent for
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Editor’s note: This is part of
the series on Indiana’s School
Choice Program. 

The idea that choice would
improve all schools, both pub-
lic and non-public, and the
efforts that culminated in the
2011 legislation, were bold
from the beginning. For

decades, lawmakers and advo-
cates including the ICC and the
INPEA had been working
toward making school choice a
reality in the state. Those plans
finally reached fruition under
the leadership of Gov. Daniels,
who made education reform
one of the cornerstones of his
agenda.

“We must begin to honor the
parents of Indiana,” Daniels
had said in his 2011 State of the
State address, a few months

before passage of the Choice
Scholarship legislation. “We
must trust them, and respect
them enough, to decide when,
where and how their children
can receive the best education,
and therefore the best chance
in life. For families who cannot
find the right traditional public
school, or the right charter
public school for their child,
and are not wealthy enough to
move near one, justice requires
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