
SPECIAL TO
THE MESSAGE

Bishop Joseph M. Siegel has issued the
following statement regarding the dis-
pensation from the Sunday and holy
day Mass obligations in the Diocese of
Evansville:

“While commending our pastors and
pastoral life coordinator, who have gone
to great lengths to assure safe worship
spaces in our churches, the Indiana bish-
ops have decided to extend the dispen-
sation from the obligation of Sunday
and holy day Mass attendance obliga-
tion beyond 1 November 2020 until fur-
ther notice due to the increase in
COVID-19 cases in our state. The
Indiana bishops will continue to moni-
tor the situation to determine when it
might be advisable to modify or lift the
dispensation. 

“The dispensation is intended to help
protect the health and well-being of: 

• those 65 and older and those of any

age with underlying health conditions; 
• those who are caring for or living

with these individuals; 
• those who have serious concerns

about the health risks of coming to
church for the celebration of the
Eucharist. 

“These persons are urged to continue
to participate in the Sunday liturgy via
live stream or other media. 

“While this dispensation applies to all
Catholics, parishioners not under these
risk factors are encouraged to attend
Mass, following the health protocols put
in place by their respective parishes —
especially wearing face coverings and
practicing social distancing when com-
ing to church. It is also strongly recom-
mended to receive Holy Communion in
the hand. 

“Let us continue to pray for all those
affected by the COVID-19 health crisis,
for health professionals caring for the
sick, and for researchers working to
develop treatments and a vaccine.”
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Editor’s note: Father Michael McGivney,
the founder of the Knights of Columbus, will
be beatified during a special Mass Oct. 31 at
the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford. On
May 27, the Vatican announced that Pope
Francis, who met with the board of directors of
the Knights of Columbus in February, had
signed the decree recognizing a miracle
through the intercession of Father McGivney,
which is described in this story, clearing the
way for his beatification. The beatification
Mass will be celebrated at 11 a.m. Eastern time
(10 a.m. Central time) by Cardinal Joseph W.
Tobin of Newark, New Jersey. The Mass will be
livestreamed by EWTN and on the website of
the Knights of Columbus, www.kofc.org. 

DICKSON, Tenn. (CNS) — Mikey
Schachle, who turned 5 in May, climbs
onto a stump in the yard of his family’s
home in Dickson.

He carefully takes stock of the short
distance to the trampoline buried in the
ground below him, then slowly steps off
the stump into space and falls happily
onto the trampoline as some of his 12
brothers and sisters surround him with
smiles and hugs.

It’s a scene that would have been impos-
sible for his parents, Dan and Michelle
Schachle, to imagine five years ago when
they sat in a doctor’s office to hear that
their still unborn son had zero chance of
living more than a few days or weeks.

It took a miracle to save Mikey.
On May 27, Pope Francis approved the

promulgation of a decree recognizing

Mikey’s cure from a deadly case of fetal
hydrops while still in his mother’s womb
as a miracle attributed to the intercession
of Father Michael J. McGivney, founder
of the Knights of Columbus.

With the approval of the miracle,
Father McGivney, who now has the title
of “Venerable,” will be beatified on Oct.
31 and receive the title “Blessed.”

“I think God had a plan for Father
McGivney. I think God had a plan for
Michael,” Dan Schachle said of his son’s
miraculous cure. “You have to be open to
God’s grace; you have to be open to
God’s plan because if you’re not open to
God’s plan, he can’t use you.”

The Schachles like to tell people they met
in prison. Michelle was a single mother
with twin daughters working in the office
of the chief of security at South Central
Correctional Facility in Clifton, Tennessee,
and Dan was working as a guard.

Their friendship blossomed into a
romance, and they were married Sept. 20,
1997. Michelle’s daughters were 4. “Dan
married the three of us,” she said. After
marrying, Dan adopted the two girls.

Michelle had decided to become a
Catholic; she entered the Church on their
wedding day.

“At first I kind of struggled with Mary,
which is funny to me now,” considering
her family is consecrated to the Blessed
Virgin, Michelle said.

Praying to saints was another feature of
the Catholic faith that was difficult for her
to accept at first. “It just seemed to be
wrong to go through anybody but Jesus,”
she said.

Parents: Baby miraculously cured in
utero, now 5, ‘has changed our life’
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Vincennes Rosary Rally

Submitted photo
Father Tony Ernst, pastor of St. Francis Xavier Parish in Vincennes,
sent The Message this photo from the Oct. 17 Rosary Rally held at the
parish. Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for us!

Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for us!
Students in Catholic
schools across the
Diocese of Evans-
ville are making
October truly the
month of Our Lady
of the Rosary, and
The Message is
thrilled to share
some examples from
Oct. 7, the Feast of
Our Lady of the
Rosary. In one
photo, you will see
the beautiful rosary
created by fifth-
graders in Bonni
Spencer’s class at St.
Bernard School in
Rockport. It was
displayed for the
first time during
Mass on Oct. 7, and
remains on display
in St. Bernard Church throughout October. Shown in the photo
are, front to back, Spencer, left side, Cash McCaffery, Harbin Emmick,
Morgan Wink, right side, Ashton Thorpe and Weston Kelly. The sec-
ond photo shows the middle-school students at St. John the Baptist
School in Newburgh joined together — with appropriate social-dis-
tancing — to pray the rosary on a gorgeous fall day.
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