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While the church and school build-
ings of St. Theresa Parish are gone,
Father Ted Tempel, retired priest of
the Diocese of Evansville and pastor
of St. Theresa from 1979–1993, said
“our spirit lives on.”
On Aug. 10, Father Ted spoke to a

group of people gathered, while wear-
ing face masks and practicing social
distancing, to celebrate the blessing

and groundbreaking of St. Theresa
Place, a 14-home Habitat for
Humanity of Evansville subdivision
to be built on the city’s north side in
the Diamond-Stringtown neighbor-
hood. Attendees included Diocese of
Evansville Bishop Joseph M. Siegel,
Mayor Lloyd Winnecke, St. Theresa
Place Advisory Council members,
Habitat for Humanity supporters and
other community leaders.
The Habitat for Humanity subdivi-

sion — a first in Evansville — will be

located on the east side of the former
St. Theresa Parish property site,
which served generations of Catholics
for 70 years. St. Theresa Place will be
located adjacent to the new home of
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of
Evansville.
“What made St. Theresa such a

vibrant parish was the people’s
faith,” Father Ted said. “Whatever
parishes you’ve joined now, those
parishes are better because that spirit
continues. The mayor always likes to

say ‘E is for
Everyone,’ and I
like to say that’s
true, but E is for
Empowering. We’ve
been empowered to
do what we did
while we were here
and what we contin-
ue to do.”

Bishop Siegel blessed the land and
sprinkled it with holy water. The bish-
op asked for God’s protection and
blessing, to send his holy angels to
watch over the land and all who live
there, and for the safety of those who
build the new homes.
Bishop Siegel prayed for God’s help

to bring the St. Theresa Place project,
born of love, to successful completion,
and that God’s protection keeps those
working on it and living there safe
from harm.
Habitat Executive Director Beth

Folz asked Bishop Siegel, Mayor
Winnecke, Father Ted and other lead-
ers to help with a ceremonial ground-
breaking to turn dirt with shovels.
“(St. Theresa Place) is such a won-

derful idea to provide hope for fami-
lies like St. Theresa Parish had pro-
vided hope for families who attended

Blessing, groundbreaking of
Habitat’s St. Theresa Place subdivision
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Editor’s note: This report
reflects information the Catholic
Education Office received as of
Tuesday morning Aug. 11.
Updates will be posted to The
Message website as they become
available, so please visit
www.evdiomessage.org.

The Diocese of Evansville
Catholic Education Office con-
tinues to make the health and
safety of students, their fami-
lies and school staffs its priori-
ties. Since classes resumed on
Aug. 5, all diocesan schools
have followed — and will con-
tinue to follow — all recom-
mended protocols to keep stu-
dents and staff safe.
On Aug. 9, the Catholic

Education Office learned that

a staff member at one of the
diocesan Catholic schools that
returned to classes the week of
Aug. 3 tested positive for
COVID-19. Two students at
another school also tested pos-
itive. On Aug. 10, the office
learned that one student at
another school tested positive.
Due to privacy concerns, the

Diocese of Evansville will not
provide specific details on the
individuals or schools
involved.
Diocesan Superintendent of

Schools Dr. Daryl Hagan said,
“My thoughts and prayers
continue for all those affected
by this virus. I applaud
schools for the mitigation
strategies in place that are
helping to minimize the
spread of the virus.”
To learn more about mitiga-

tion strategies being used in the

diocese’s 26 Catholic schools,
you can read FAQs from the
Catholic Education Office on
The Message homepage at
www.evdiomessage.org.

Staff member —
additional details
Diocesan and school officials

reported the staff member’s
positive test to county health
department officials.
Interviews with the staff mem-
ber confirmed that there was
no close contact with any stu-
dents or staff.
The staff member is self-

quarantining and will return
to work at the appropriate
time. As a result, and with the
approval of health-department
officials, classes are continuing
as of Aug. 11. On Aug. 9,

Catholic schools report
COVID-19 positive tests
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The Message photos by Tim Lilley
Above, Bishop Joseph M. Siegel sprinkles holy water around the east side
of the former St. Theresa Parish property during the Aug. 10 blessing and
groundbreaking for St. Theresa Place. Diocesan Director of Worship Matt
Miller assists. At right, former St. Theresa Parish pastor Father Ted
Temple, in the foreground, joins Bishop Siegel, in the back row in black,
and others to formally break ground on St. Theresa Place, which will
include 14 Habitat for Humanity homes.

Father Ted Tempel speaks with Eyewitness News reporter
Joylyn Bukovac during the Aug. 10 blessing and ground-
breaking for St. Theresa Place.


