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The annual Back-to-School gather-
ing for Diocese of Evansville adminis-
trators and teachers looked different
this year, but the goal was the same:
to come together to celebrate educa-
tors and kick-off a new school year.

About 500 Catholic educators from
all 26 diocesan schools convened vir-
tually Aug. 3 for the yearly event. In
past years, educators met in-person

for fellowship and to celebrate Mass,
but the COVID-19 pandemic prevent-
ed that this year. In order to practice
safe social-distancing and to protect
the health of everyone, the Catholic
Education Office hosted a virtual
event.

Superintendent of Catholic Schools
Dr. Daryl Hagan welcomed everyone
and said he is looking forward to con-
tinuing the important mission of
Catholic education in the diocese.
Hagan said the three-fold mission of

Catholic schools is to: proclaim the
Gospel, build community and serve
our brothers and sisters.

“Catholic schools have a genuine
community of faith, and I was
pleased to continue our annual tra-
dition (virtually) of celebrating
teachers and their vocation,” Hagan
said. “While we were not gathered
at the same location, the communal
spirit and collective excitement for
the new year was evident.”

Reitz Memorial High School
Campus Minister Joe Paul Hayden
provided an opening prayer for the
event.

Diocesan educators kick-off
2020-2021 school year virtually
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As announced in the July 17 issue of The

Message, Bishop Joseph M. Siegel will conse-
crate the Diocese of Evansville to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary on Sept. 12, the
Memorial of the Holy Name of Mary, after 9
a.m. CDT Mass at St. Benedict Cathedral.
Along with the diocesan consecration, the
bishop has asked diocesan priests to conse-
crate their parishes to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary; and he encourages individuals to
consecrate themselves. In the weeks before
(typically the 33 days), we are all invited to
spiritually prepare for this consecration. Next Monday, Aug. 10, is the start of the
33-day preparation for those who wish to do so. A resource page is available on
the diocesan website that will include daily videos from the diocesan vocations
office. Visit the resource page at www.evdio.org/consecration.html.

Preparation for consecration to Mary

begins Aug. 10
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On Aug. 3, Bishop Joseph M. Siegel

has issued the following statement
regarding the dispensation from the
Sunday and holy day Mass obliga-
tions in the Diocese of Evansville:

“While commending our pastors
and pastoral life coordinator, who
have gone to great lengths to assure
safe worship spaces in our churches,
the Indiana bishops have decided to
extend the dispensation from the
obligation of Sunday and holy day
Mass attendance until November 1,
2020, due to the increase in COVID-
19 cases in our state.

“The dispensation is intended to
help protect the health and well-
being of: 

• those 65 and older and those of
any age with underlying health con-
ditions; 

• those who are caring for or living
with these individuals; 

• those who have serious concerns
about the health risks of coming to
church for the celebration of the
Eucharist.  

“These persons are urged to contin-
ue to participate in the Sunday litur-
gy via live stream or other media. 

“While this dispensation applies to
all Catholics, parishioners not under
these risk factors are encouraged to
attend Mass, following the health
protocols put in place by their respec-
tive parishes — especially wearing
face coverings and practicing social
distancing when coming to church.

“Let us continue to pray for all
those affected by the COVID-19
health crisis, for health professionals
caring for the sick, and for
researchers working to develop treat-
ments and a vaccine.”

Indiana bishops extend dispensation

from Sunday Mass obligation to Nov. 1
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Bishop Joseph M. Siegel speaks to administrators and teachers from all 26 Diocese of Evansville Catholic schools during the Aug. 3 virtual back-to-school gath-
ering.
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