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It was a bold, humanitarian ges-
ture that personified the collabora-
tive spirit of our community.

In late March, as the coronavirus
pandemic was heating up, the
Catholic Diocese of Evansville
embarked on a cooperative venture
with the City of Evansville to protect
our community’s most vulnerable
citizens from COVID-19. We knew
that people experiencing homeless-
ness faced greater risk for contract-
ing COVID-19 due to pre-existing
health conditions, sleep habits and
lack of routine hygiene. If we didn’t
act immediately, COVID-19 could
spread rapidly through the local
homeless population.

The Commission on Homelessness
for Evansville and Vanderburgh
County posed a unique solution:
establish a homeless self-isolation
facility. I posed the idea to Bishop
(Joseph M.) Siegel and he immediate-
ly agreed to help, offering us the use
of the Sarto Retreat House. It would
serve as the Evansville Independent
Self Isolation Center; a safe, secure

place for people experiencing both
homelessness and COVID-19.

A core team of people went into
action to bring the EISIC to life: Chris
Metz, Executive Director of ECHO
Housing; Kathy Clodfelter, Executive
Director of Case Management and
Integration, Deaconess Health
System; Dr. Christopher Neely,
Hospitalist, Priority Care Inpatient
Services, Ascension St. Vincent
Evansville; and Timothy Weir,
Administrator of the Commission on
Homelessness for Evansville and
Vanderburgh County. Together, they
created testing protocols, admission
and discharge policies, staffing
schedules and operational guidelines.
They were joined by a staff of over 30
community volunteers; from health-
care professionals working on their
days off and Aurora case managers,
to everyday servant leaders with
hearts for helping.

Agencies and organizations
pitched in to supply PPE, medical
equipment, clothing, meals, water,
iPads, mobile phones and other
necessities. Among them were South-
west Indiana American Red Cross,
Vanderburgh County Health Depart-
ment, Deaconess, Ascension St.

Vincent Evansville, ECHO Commun-
ity Healthcare, the Evansville Emer-
gency Management Agency, Evans-
ville Rescue Mission, Aurora Inc., the
Evansville Christian Life Center,
Verizon Response Team, Comaier
Transportation, ECHO Housing
Corporation, Evansville Goodwill
Industries, and so many more.

Witnessing ‘the collaborative
spirit of our community’

BY TIM LILLEY
The Message editor

Despite objections from many corners, feder-
al executions at the U.S. Penitentiary in Terre
Haute are scheduled to resume July 13 with
the execution, by lethal injection, of inmate
Daniel Lewis Lee. Lee, reportedly a white
supremacist, robbed and murdered a Pope
County, Arkansas, family of three, including
an 8-year-old, in 1999. 

The last federal execution occurred in 2003.
In July 2019, U.S. Attorney General William

Barr ordered the resumption of federal execu-
tions. Lee is the first of four inmates whose exe-
cutions have been scheduled for later this year.

Among those calling on President Donald J.
Trump to reverse course are surviving members
of the victims’ families and Catholic leadership
across the country, including Archbishop
Charles C. Thompson of Indianapolis, who
released a statement on this issue on June 18.
The Terre Haute penitentiary is located in the
Archdiocese. 

Bishop Joseph M. Siegel of Evansville
expressed his support of the Archbishop’s state-
ment, commenting, “I join with Archbishop
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Photo by Brescher Filming and Photography, LLC, special to The Message
St. Mary, Ireland
Following the June 28 Dedication Mass for the new St. Mary Church in Ireland, Brescher Filming and Photography, LLC, of Jasper flew its drone to get
some aerial photos of the new church under the light of a setting sun. The Message gratefully acknowledges their help in covering the Dedication Mass,
which we featured in our July 3 issue.
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