
St. Mary, Ireland, celebrates dedication and blessing

Photo by Brescher Photography
Bishop Joseph M. Siegel celebrates the Dedication Mass for the new St. Mary Church in
Ireland on June 28. COVID-19-related restrictions limited attendance to no more than 230.
See story and additional photos on page 5.
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The C.K. Newsome Center in
downtown Evansville welcomed
about 150 people to its front lawn
June 25 to encourage a “Moment to
Movement” call to action for racial
justice in the community. The group
gathered, with many wearing face
masks, on the one-month anniver-
sary of the death of George Floyd
while in police custody in Minne-
apolis.

The “Moment to Movement”
event began and ended with live
music from Watez Phelps and
Alexandria Holman, and it includ-
ed time for reflection, speeches and
a call to action.

Many community leaders, busi-
ness and government officials, and
clergy were present, including
Diocese of Evansville Bishop Joseph
M. Siegel, and retired diocesan
priests Father Jim Sauer, Father Ted
Tempel and Father Steve Lintzenich.

Floyd’s death, which was cap-
tured on video, sparked national
protests including some rallies in
Evansville.

“A diverse coalition of people —
all races, ethnicities and ages —
have taken part in this expression
of pain and anger,” said Rev.
Joseph Easley, BRIDGE co-conven-
er and retired United Methodist
Church pastor.

The event was co-sponsored by
BRIDGE (Building Respect and

Integrity in Diverse Greater Evans-
ville) and CAJE (Congregations
Acting for Justice and Empower-
ment). The goal, organizers said, is
to “funnel these emotions now into
action for long-term change.”

Speakers included Easley; Ange
Humphrey, pastor of Fresh Air
Community of Faith; Ted McCreary,
who established SIMA, a program
of black men tutoring kids in south-
side schools; and Rev. Veltri Taylor,
pastor of First Ebenezer Baptist
Church.

Father Steve also spoke during

the event and said, “It is time for
change.” He said everyone needs to
“continue the movement in peaceful
dialog and action.

“The events of the last month
across the nation and the world
challenge all of us to stand and
make a renewed commitment for
justice and peace for all,” he added.
“Now is the time to eradicate sys-
temic and institutional racism
imbedded in our lives.”

Evansville’s BRIDGE was estab-
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SPECIAL TO THE MESSAGE
Bishop Joseph M. Siegel, following the recom-

mendation of the Diocesan Review Board, has
found as unsubstantiated the allegation of sexual
abuse of a minor made publicly by an adult indi-
vidual against the late Father Raymond Kuper.

The individual made a formal statement to the
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator in
August 2018. The diocese immediately reported
the allegation to civil authorities. During the
2019 session of the Indiana legislature, the indi-
vidual publicly restated his accusation against
Father Kuper during February testimony before
the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Bishop Siegel directed a private investigator to
conduct as thorough and detailed an investiga-
tion as possible into the late Father Kuper’s life
and his service to the Church as an ordained
priest. The investigator’s report was presented to
the Bishop, who conveyed the report with docu-
mentation to the Diocesan Review Board for its
review, evaluation, and recommendation to the
Bishop. The investigation did not uncover infor-
mation that substantiated the individual’s allega-
tion. No other allegation against Father Kuper
has been received.  

In all Church investigations, the rights of all
parties to privacy and a good reputation are to
be respected.

Those who allege sexual abuse of a minor by a
person ministering on behalf of the Church
should contact public authorities. Following that,
persons presenting allegations are asked to con-
tact the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator
at 812-490-9565 or toll-free at 866-200-3004.

Investigation into

allegation against the

late Father Raymond

Kuper concludes

See BRIDGE, page 2

The Message photo by Megan Erbacher
Father Stephen Lintzenich, retired priest of the diocese, speaks during
the call-to-action gathering for racial justice June 25.

Holy Rosary’s
‘Abuela Pilar’ retires

The Message photo by Tim Lilley
Retiring Holy Rosary Parish Latino
Pastoral Associate Pilar Tirado, left,
embraces her granddaughter,
Isabella Vidal, just before the
parish’s June 28 farewell parade began. Joining them are
Holy Rosary parochial vicar Father Martin Estrada and
pastor Father Bernie Etienne. See story and additional
photo on page 2.
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