
SPECIAL TO THE MESSAGE

Editor’s note: The information in
this story is based on current Indiana
and local guidelines. Direction from
the State of Indiana and local health
departments could influence how
these schedules unfold moving for-
ward, so these dates may be subject to
change.

Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb’s
“Roadmap to Reopen Indiana for
Hoosiers, Businesses and State
Government,” issued May 1, 2020,
lifts the attendance limit on public
gatherings on July 4, 2020, and
sets June 30, 2020, as the date on
which school facilities may
reopen. Taking these dates into
account, and after consultation
with the College of Consultors,
Council of Priests, Deans and
Diocesan Office Directors, Bishop
Joseph M. Siegel has established

the following guidelines for the
Diocese of Evansville, effective
June 30, 2020:

• Parish events may resume
(meetings, youth ministry events,
prayer groups, etc.).            

• Parishes may commit to
events scheduled by outside
groups to be held in parish facili-
ties.

• Pastors shall continue to have
the discretion to determine the
status of their respective parish
operations. Parishes must adhere
to safeguards required by the
State of Indiana, in an effort to
ensure a safe workplace.
Additionally:
Diocesan employees at the

Catholic Center, Catholic
Charities and Campus Ministry
Centers may return to work at
their respective sites beginning
June 15, 2020.

The Catholic Center shall re-
open to the public on July 6, 2020.  

Please note that the Sarto
Retreat House continues to be
used by the City of Evansville as
a voluntary self-isolation center
for people experiencing homeless-
ness who have been diagnosed
with COVID-19 so that they can
be isolated as they wait for their
symptoms to dissipate. The avail-
ability of the retreat house will
depend on when it is no longer
needed for this purpose, and
when the city has fully cleaned
and sanitized the facility and the
Vanderburgh County Health
Department has inspected it and
approved its reopening.

Following Gov. Holcomb’s
Roadmap, parish and diocesan
events of up to 250 people may
take place between June 30, 2020,
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Following are some common questions related
to the resumption of parish activities, with basic
answers. Please check with your pastor if you
have additional questions or need more
information.

Q – Our wedding is rescheduled for late
July. Does this mean we can hold a reception in
the parish hall?
A – Yes; but social-distancing guidelines

should be followed, and the parish must have
the ability to fully clean and sanitize the parish
hall before and after your reception.

Q – Will my parish be able to host hospitali-
ty again after weekend Masses (e.g. coffee or
doughnuts)?

See Q&A, page 2
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On June 3, Bishop Joseph M. Siegel
issued the following statement on the
death of George Floyd and national
protests that followed.

“The Catholic Community of south-
western Indiana joins with our brothers
and sisters in the United States and
around the world in offering our
prayerful condolences and our heartfelt
sympathy to the family and loved ones
of George Floyd. We are angered and
grieved by the senseless brutality that
brought about his death. Acts of vio-
lence, hatred and indifference against
any person cannot and must not be tol-
erated, and we must never cease in our
efforts to eradicate the evil of racism
from our society. We stand in solidarity
with those who have suffered the
effects of racial bigotry and prejudice.

“We are called to respect the dignity
of human life inherent in each person.
All of us are brothers and sisters made
in the image and likeness of God. The
truth that all are God’s children must
be the foundation of our relationships
as a people, as well as our efforts to
create real and effective change in our
nation. We have all fallen short at one
time or another in showing this
respect for others, and we must strive
to do better; not just in this moment of
crisis, but going forward as well.

“Over the past week, we have wit-
nessed many peaceful and powerful
gatherings that have both protested

the death of Mr. Floyd and others, and
called us all to strive to reform unjust
practices and policies that victimize
the vulnerable. As a community, we
need to listen, try to understand one
another and begin working together
toward the true justice, peace and
unity we all hope and pray for.

“It is regrettable that these efforts
have been undermined by the rioting
and other acts of violence that have
occurred in cities in our state and
across our nation. Vandalism and loot-
ing do not help anyone’s cause;
instead, they continue the cycle of sus-
picion, fear and hatred that rips at the
heart of our common humanity. None
of this represents the answers we
seek, and none of it reflects the world
we seek.

“We pray for Mr. Floyd and for
everyone who has been killed or
injured as a result of racial hatred. We
also pray for those who have suffered
due to the rioting and criminal behav-
ior.  Let us also remember the many
faithful members of law enforcement
who daily risk their lives to protect
their fellow citizens.  

“I ask our priests to include a peti-
tion at Mass for an end to racial injus-
tice and to offer in the near future a
“Mass for the Preservation of Peace
and Justice.” May we all fervently
implore God for the healing our bro-
ken society so desperately needs.

“Mary, Mother of God and Queen
of Peace, pray for us.”

Bishop Joseph M. Siegel

statement on the death of
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LOUISVILLE, Kentucky
(CNS) — Windows of the
Cathedral of the Assumption
and its offices facing South
Fifth Street in downtown
Louisville, Kentucky, were
covered with plywood as a
precaution May 30 after a
second day of peaceful
protests turned to violence
and vandalism overnight.

Protesters broke three win-
dows in the cathedral recto-
ry — where Arch-
bishop Joseph E. Kurtz and
Father Michael Wimsatt, pas-
tor, reside — at about mid-
night during a May 29
demonstration that began
peacefully that afternoon.
Those windows also were
covered with plywood.

In a May 29 letter to
Louisville Mayor Greg
Fischer, Archbishop Kurtz expressed his
support of peaceful protests “that give
voice to the pain of the community and
to the desire for truth and justice to be
served.”

He also said he lamented the “sense-
less violence” that developed overnight
after peaceful protests had drawn hun-
dreds to downtown Louisville May 28.

Louisville protesters joined demon-
strators in major cities around the coun-
try demanding justice for victims of

police violence and racism. They chant-
ed “No justice, no peace” as they made
their way through the streets of the
downtown area, stopping periodically
to chant and block intersections.

The protests were sparked by the
deaths of Louisville emergency medical
worker Breonna Taylor and George
Floyd of Minneapolis.

A white police officer in Minneapolis

Louisville cathedral damaged as
protests over Floyd death turn violent
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