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Mater Dei High School has held the Diocese
of Evansville’s first-ever virtual commence-
ment ceremony — for the school’s Class of
2020.

Public-gathering restrictions due to COVID-
19 prevented an in-person ceremony, but
administrators said, “We are proud of our stu-
dents and refused to let a pandemic keep us
from celebrating our seniors and this milestone
graduation!”

On May 17, the date for what would have
been the in-person ceremony at the Old
National Events Plaza, Mater Dei released a
YouTube link to the pre-recorded virtual grad-
uation. WNIN also aired the ceremony May 17
and 20.

The ceremony was filmed in several parts,
according to administrators, including speech-
es from students and dignitaries. Bishop
Joseph M. Siegel also recorded a message for
graduating seniors. 

Students were allowed inside the school in
shifts of six on May 11 to record graduates
walking across the stage wearing their caps
and gowns. Officials said it took several hours

to record the ceremony.
Assistant principal Darlene Quinlin

announced the names of 102 graduates, as
Mater Dei principal Darin Knight handed each
graduate their diploma cover.

Knight thanked the families and friends
who’ve supported the graduating seniors. 

“As principal of Mater Dei High School, I
am honored to recognize this outstanding
group of young adults,” Knight said. “I am
confident that the spiritual, social and academ-
ic growth all of you have experienced these
past four years at Mater Dei will serve you
well as the next stages of your life presents
itself.”

Father Ed Schnur, pastor of St. Wendel and
St. Francis Xavier parishes and priest-
delegate of the Mater Dei Board of Trustees,
offered an opening prayer for the virtual grad-
uation ceremony. Father Ed thanked God for
the graduating seniors and for their talents
and abilities.

“Thank you for being with them during
these past nine weeks of e-learning and their
stay-at-home time with their families,” Father
Ed prayed. “Thank you for bringing peace to
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Photo screenshot from virtual ceremony
Bishop Joseph M. Siegel delivers a graduation message for
Mater Dei High School’s first-ever virtual graduation cere-
mony.
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Weekend Masses resume

Parishes across the Diocese of Evansville resumed weekend Masses
May 23-24. Bishop Joseph M. Siegel, shown wearing a face mask while

distributing Communion, celebrated the 10:30 a.m. Mass on May 24 at
St. Benedict Cathedral in Evansville. In the other photo, Evansville
Mayor Lloyd Winnecke joined parish staff member Kelley Coppens, in
the background, and other volunteers to sanitize the sanctuary after
Mass. 
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