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 There has been a great deal of discussion on the subject of allowing crossbows in the archery only 
seasons and zones.  This phenomenon is being felt across North America and has raised many concerns 
from the bowhunting community.  The Alberta Bowhunters Association is the provincial organization 
representing the bowhunters of the province.  One of the ABA’s purposes and goals is to educate 
bowhunters, government officials, other hunters and the general public as to our concerns of allowing 
crossbows in the archery only seasons/zones.   
 Jurisdictions across North America have varying degrees of crossbow use in their hunting seasons. 
(Ref 1) 
  
(1) The two weapon classes (compound/traditional versus crossbows) have some similarities (average 
shooting distances, game recovery rates) but the differences truly set them apart. 
 It is undeniable, the crossbow holds certain advantages over the compound and traditional bows. It 
eliminates the need to draw and hold that draw on target. Does not have to be drawn in the presence of 
game. Can be held at full draw indefinitely. The crossbow adds the advantage of optics as well as increased 
distance and arrow speed. As opposed to the compound or traditional bow, there is much less practice 
required to become proficient with a crossbow.  
 The "out of the box" accuracy of crossbows (another big difference from conventional bows), the 
physical features of the crossbow being very similar to a rifle (stock, cheekpiece, scope, forend, trigger) will 
cause many firearms-only hunters to migrate to archery-only seasons if crossbows were allowed because 
they have an innate familiarity with the crossbow from using a rifle and you don't have to practice to the 
degree compound/traditional bowhunters do. 
 Crossbows have been considered by many as not being archery equipment.  Not being a 
conventional bow.  For these very rreasons. 
 
(2) Equipment advances in design, technology and materials with compound and traditional bows allow 
handicapped people, the young and old to get into (and stay in) archery much easier. With let-offs of 80% 
or more on modern compound bows, a person pulling 40 pounds is only holding 8 pounds at full draw (at 
35# it is 7#). 
 The ABA currently has a proposal before AEP (with stakeholder support at AGPAC meetings) to 
reduce the bowhunting draw weight minimum requirement to 35# from the current 40#.  Technological 
advances have allowed current compound/traditional bows to reach kinetic and momentum energies with 
much lower draw weights than when the 40# minimum was created 50+ years ago. 
 The ABA will not stand in the way of present laws/regulations that allow disabled archers the use of 
crossbows in archery seasons. 
 
(3) Crossbows are indeed primitive weapons.  The ABA does not dispute this. 
 
(4) In many of the jurisdictions where crossbows have been allowed in the archery only seasons/zones, 
there were NO organized bowhunting organizations that could promote the “con” side of the argument 
and lobby against their use/the ramifications that would result. 
 
 
 



(5)  It has been shown that the push to allow the crossbows in archery only seasons/zones has come largely 
from crossbow manufacturers, dealers and distributors.  The crossbow and its proponents are looking for a 
place to put the weapon that will increase demand, and thus sales.  It has been shown that hunters who 
use other weapons in the general season aren’t willing to buy a crossbow if all they can use it in, is a 
general season.  Potential customers await if the archery only seasons/zones can be opened to crossbows. 
 
(6) It has been found that new hunters are not recruited to a significant degree by legalizing crossbows 
during archery season.  Firearms hunters simply migrate.  
In an article by Patrick Durkin May 14, 2021 in Outdoor Life magazine, it is reported “Despite the 
crossbow’s popularity, wildlife agencies aren’t reporting increases in overall hunter numbers. Kip Adams, 
the National Deer Association’s chief conservation officer, said archery’s gains are more about existing 
hunters taking advantage of early-season bowhunts. (Ref 8) 
 
(7) Crossbows can currently be used in any general/primitive season in Alberta and the ABA feels that this is 
where they should be used. 
 
(8) Most hunters want to use firearms during the general season; the crossbow has been of little or no 
interest to hunters even though it is a perfectly legal weapon during the general/primitive seasons.  
Crossbow manufacturers’ current marketing strategies have failed - they have failed to convince firearms 
hunters to lay down their guns and pick up one of their crossbows.  Hunters clearly favor firearms over 
crossbows when guns are legal to use.  
  
 (9) In jurisdictions that have allowed crossbows in their archery seasons, they have seen a marked increase 
in the numbers of hunters in those archery seasons. Many have seen an increase in harvest and success 
rates. 
 In Illinois, the archery deer harvest breakdown for 2019 showed a strong upward trend of nearly 
20,000 more archery harvests in the five years since 2016, when crossbow use was officially expanded. In 
2015, 14.1% of all archery harvests were with a crossbow. In 2019, it was 44.8%. (Feb 19, 2021) (Ref 2) 
 Crossbows were legalized in West Virginia in 2015.  The West Virginia Bowhunters Association have 
asked the Natural Resources Commission to review the data of deer harvested with crossbow/archery 
equipment.  “They want to separate the number of deer killed with crossbows and other forms of traditional 
archery equipment.  Currently, deer killed with both are lumped into the same figure, although they are not 
actually the same season.” “The last four years crossbows have increased the “archery” harvest well above 
and beyond what they had with traditional archery harvest.”  (Dec 1, 2021) (Ref 7) 
 In Wisconsin, in 2014, a crossbow season was created to run concurrent to the bow season. This 
caused both crossbow and crossbow license sales to soar. In the five-year window from 2014-2018, “bow 
harvests have shown a steady decline as crossbow harvests have nearly doubled.” The increase in crossbow 
harvest numbers has also resulted in an increase in buck harvests through this method of hunting. (July 11, 
2020) (Ref 3) 
 From a Sept 30, 2020 article - “Within seven years of a state legalizing crossbows in the archery 
season, roughly 51% of bowhunters choose them.” “The crossbow harvest matches or exceeds the “vertical 
bow” kill.” (Ref 5) 
 While few states measure bow-specific success rates, Maryland, Missouri, Ohio and 
Wisconsin collect this information, and it shows crossbow hunters are clearly more successful. In 
Ohio from 2012-19, bow success rates averaged 21% while crossbow success rates ranged from 19 
to 28%. In Maryland in 2016-17, bow and crossbow success rates were 24 and 32%, respectively. In 
Missouri from 2016-17, bow success rates averaged 31% while crossbows averaged 35%. Finally, in 
Wisconsin from 2014-18, bow success rates averaged 23% while crossbow success rates ranged 
from 30 to 33%. Crossbow success rates were higher in each state (Sept 2, 2020) (Ref 4) 



In an article May 14, 2021 in Outdoor Life magazine by Patrick Durkin (ref 8), well known and respected 
Maryland biologist, outdoor writer and regular contributor to Bowhunter magazine, C.J. Winand was 
quoted as saying "crossbows generally become the archery season’s “weapon of choice” within three years 
of legalization.” 
“Winand attributes much of bowhunting’s growth to expanded crossbow hunting.” 
“Winand’s latest report shows crossbows in 2019 accounted for 50 percent or more of the archery harvest in 
11 states.”   
(Ref 8) 
 
(10) In Alberta, bowhunters are carefully managed as to their harvest on any one species – when the 
bowhunter harvest rate is more than 15%, seasons are shortened, draws are implemented, bowhunters 
require the draw to bowhunt the archery seasons, restrictions of some kind are placed on bowhunters.  
 Restrictions WILL come – guaranteed. At every meeting the ABA has had with AEP/stakeholders in 
the last 13 years, we have been told if any of these predictable results happen, bowhunters WILL see 
restrictions/loss of opportunity. Broadening the archery season to include crossbows will certainly create 
additional pressure on our archery hunting opportunities. This pressure is unnecessary as the crossbow 
may be used in general/primitive seasons. 
 In response to bowhunters exceeding their harvest share, restrictions were implemented (antlered 
mule deer especially) having bowhunters requiring the general special license (thru the draw system) in 
order to hunt the archery season for that particular species/WMU.  As a result, bowhunting opportunity 
plummeted and has yet to recover – largely due to the fact that bowhunters never built-up priority for 
those draws before the restriction occurred. (see attached comparisons). 
 With harvest strategies changing and tags increasing, the ABA has asked for a review of the archery 
harvest, bowhunter share and the percentage that triggers bowhunters requiring the draw to hunt the 
archery season. (Jan 2022).  
 If you have an influx of new “crossbow” hunters into our archery only seasons, hunter numbers will 
increase dramatically, the success rate will increase and with it the harvest rate.   
(see above examples). 
  
(11) Alberta resident bowhunter numbers have increased steadily from 16634 in 2010 to 21420 in 2017 to 
23605 in 2021.  The resident bowhunter numbers are increasing at a very good rate on their own.  This 
creates harvest share issues without the added impact of what crossbows in the archery season would 
bring. 
 Projections indicate that Alberta’s population is expected to increase dramatically in the next 10 
years –will surely reflect an increase in “real” bowhunter numbers – those who use a compound, a recurve, 
a longbow.  And with such increases, the harvest rate will change and with it, the implementation of the 
restrictions mentioned earlier, are a very real possibility. 
 
 (12) Consider these scenarios: 
   IF (and only if) crossbows were allowed into the archery only seasons and we seen just a 5% 
increase in “bow”hunter numbers from the general big game hunting population, we would see an increase 
of 5186 hunters to the overall bowhunter numbers. An increase of almost 22%. 
  IF we seen a 10% increase in “bow”hunter numbers from the general big game hunting 
population, we would see an increase of 10,372 hunters to the overall bowhunter numbers. An increase of 
almost 44%. 
  IF we seen a 20% increase in “bow”hunter numbers from the general big game hunting 
population we would see an increase of 20,744 hunters to the overall bowhunter numbers. An increase of 
almost 88%. 
   



*For the calculations, in determining what the increase of “bow”hunters could potentially be, the number of 
resident bowhunter licenses in 2021 (23605) were taken off the overall big game hunting population 
numbers (127325) to leave 103720 people who could potentially buy and use a crossbow in this new-to-
them season. 
  
(13) It would only make sense then that because we (bowhunters) are now a higher percentage of the 
overall hunting population that our “share” needs to be increased to 20-30% of the harvest. The harvest 
trigger for putting bowhunters on a draw must then move from 15% to 20-30%.  The bowhunter harvest 
share must be adjusted.  These scenarios must be written into FW Policy and reviewed/adjusted 
periodically.  
   Where would that share come from?  It would have to come from the general hunter’s piece of the 
harvest pie – they would have their share reduced; their seasons shortened to accommodate the increase 
of the “bowhunting” proportion in the hunting community.  Would they welcome/accept this loss of 
opportunity? 
 
(14) In many jurisdictions, where crossbows have been allowed in the archery seasons, it was to increase 
harvest of whitetail deer/keep their populations in check.  Not an issue in Alberta. 
Dan Forster, the Archery Trade Association’s vice president and chief conservation officer, “Wildlife 
agencies really don’t care whether hunters use bows or guns to reach the state’s deer-harvest objectives,” 
(Ref 8) 
John McDonald, a wildlife professor at Westfield State University in Massachusetts, said most increases in 
U.S. archery harvests are by design. “Massachusetts isn’t the only state with growing suburbs, growing deer 
herds, and fewer places to gun-hunt,” McDonald said. “Our state responded to those challenges by opening 
archery season earlier and closing it later to increase bowhunters’ success rates.” (Ref 8) 
 
(15) A key in managing wildlife and even more so in times of overabundance, is “access” to private 
property.  Allowing more hunters, allowing new weaponry in archery seasons would not mean a 
corresponding increase in harvest.  It may even have a negative effect in overall access being diminished. 
 
(16) The Alberta Bowhunters Association conducted a survey of bowhunters in 2010 asking their thoughts 
on allowing crossbows in the archery seasons.  It was important to know what the bowhunters thought – 
both for the president of the ABA, its executive and membership – so that we were truly representing them 
on this issue.  From 926 respondants, 97% were against crossbows in the archery season (outside of the 
current provisions for handicapped hunters).  These results were presented to SRD (now AEP) and to the 
other stakeholders at the SRD Alberta Game Management Advisory Group meetings Dec 2010. 
 
  SRD (now AEP) conducted a survey of their own around the same time to find out the thoughts of 
the general hunter.  They included a question on the online hunter survey asking if they supported 
crossbows in the archery seasons; that it could lead to increased hunter numbers/harvest and bowhunters 
going on a draw.  The survey was emailed to 53000 email addresses, and they had a 20% return rate.  
Results were YES 37%, NEUTRAL 19%, NO 44%.  The average hunter does not support this proposal. 
 
  The SRD (now AEP) proposal (thru the AGMAG process) to allow crossbows in the archery season for 
2011 was pulled from the table at the Dec 2010 meeting. 
 
 
The ABA fears that the heritage of archery and bowhunting that we’ve worked so long and hard to promote 
would be damaged. And damaged forever. The efforts of bowhunters and bowhunting organizations across 
North America (Alberta included) to establish bowhunting seasons and zones will be forever damaged if a 

https://archerytrade.org/


“primitive weapon” (whether it is a crossbow, muzzleloader or shotgun) is allowed to be used in the 
archery only seasons and zones.  Bowhunting opportunity in Alberta specifically would be dramatically 
affected with the increase in participants in the archery season, the resulting increased harvest and success 
rate and the restrictions that WOULD be put in place.   
 
 
(see attached references) 

 
 

 


