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Happy Spring everyone!!  I think we are all looking for something bright and sunny in light of all that has been 
going on in the world the past while.   
 
Take Advantage!! With this being the time of year where lots of people renew their memberships (at the banquet, 
before bear season etc) and as a way to help chase away some of the COVID blues we are once again offering up a 
member discount – this time it is for the month of April.  We have a discount (you pay the affiliated club rate) for 
one year single (now $26) and one year family memberships ($60).  This discount can NOT be used to add on to 
any current memberships – is just for those people who are due to renew or for new members.  If you are not sure 
what your membership status is contact Mike@albertabowhunters.com (our membership chair) or 
Brent@albertabowhunters.com. 
 
We would like to thank everyone for their great support in the “Wishing For A Better 2021” Raffle.  To all of you 
who bought tickets.  We sold 86% of the tickets and the proceeds go a long way in offsetting the costs we incur 
(most on an annual basis) with your Game Awards Program, the 3D Sponsorship Program, the new printed 
Yearbook, Insurance Policy, youth initiatives, etc.  A huge thank you to all the donors/partners who supplied all the 
goodies for each prize.   
The lucky winners are: 
 
Prize #1 – Jack Kempf recurve and accessories (Jack Kempf bow donor and ABA Accessories donor) 
  Al Avery, Sexsmith 
 
Prize #2 – Bowtech Youth Bow Package (Jim Bows Calgary) 
  Mike Davy, Picture Butte 
 
Prize #3 – Traditional Youth Bow Package (Calgary Archery Center) 
  Jody Owles, Stony Plain 
 
Prize #4 – Rinehart 1/3 scale Moose and Caribou targets (Big Timber Archery) 
  Connor Venables, Calgary 
 
Prize #5 – 2 Millenium treestands and 2 ladders (Jim Bows Edmonton) 
  Dewain Ollenberger, Vermilion 
 
Prize #6 – Predator Camo Package (Lane Archery) 
  Wishes to remain anonymous 
 
Prize #7 – 3 Grizz Targets (Jim Wilson) 
  Travis Brown, Fort Saskatchewan 
 
Prize #8 - $500 Gift Certificate (JB Taxidermy) 
  Paul Baskey, Consort 
 
Prize #9 – 2 nights ice fishing (Hard Water Rentals) 
  Rueben Aldred, Grande Prairie 
 
Prize #10 – 3 Browning Trail Cameras (Cabelas) 
  Lorena Waldner, Strathmore 
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The new Annual ABA Yearbook.  We went to electronic newsletters in order to save huge dollars in mailing out 
printed copies but thought an annual printed Yearbook that captures what the ABA has been doing over the 
course of the year, a recap of the Game Awards (the entire rankings, lots of pictures), interviews, stories would be 
something the membership would like.  It does come with a significant cost but hopefully is worth it.  We plan on 
having this Yearbook in your mail boxes by mid May. 
We need more articles to fill the Yearbook – send your pictures and stories to Gord@albertabowhunters.com.  
Once you get it, let us know what you think. 
 
The ABA Game Awards Program has under gone some changes this past year or so.  We have developed our own 
“ABA Rules of Fair Chase” based on the similar rules of Pope & Young, Boone & Crockett plus things that are 
unique to Alberta and what we felt we can deal with.  We put together, in one document, the “ABA Game Awards 
Entry Requirements” that outlines what it takes to enter an animal into the program.  Is very easy to follow and 
makes things very clear.  We put together a detailed procedure to deal with questionable or confusing entries – we 
don’t get many but now with the “Game Awards Entry Review Procedure” we have a procedure that is detailed as 
to the whys and hows we will follow in a fair, compassionate, reasonable and consistent manner in dealing with 
these types of entries.  
As of March 29 we have updated the Game Awards Entry Form and the Synopsis.  We mailed a package of all these 
materials to the Alberta based Pope & Young Official Measurers (22 of them) so everyone is using the most current 
forms and reference documents. 
We have been extremely lucky in having such great sponsors for our Game Awards Program.  The sponsorship 
started in 2013 – is a five year term at $200 a year (or lump sum of $1000).  Existing sponsors are given first dibs on 
renewing their sponsorship at the end of the term.  We have 17 awards sponsored thru 2013 and have three 
remaining sponsorship openings (the Big Game Award (bowhunters take 3 big game species/receive a certificate), 
the Red Arrow Award (a bowhunters first ever big game harvest with a bow/receive a custom hat) and the Game 
Management Award (a draw made from all antlerless entries/receive a custom hat).  If you are interested or know 
of anyone who would like to sponsor one of the open awards, let Kyle (gameawards@albertabowhunters.com) or 
Brent (Brent@albertabowhunters.com) know. 
As many of you know, Ryk Visscher has been doing the ABA Awards and the Alberta Bowhunting Record Book for 
40 some years.  Incredible run and his efforts have certainly been appreciated and valued by the bowhunting 
community and the ABA in particular. Give Ryk a call/send him an email and thank him for not only this huge 
commitment and dedication in these capacities but also as a lobbyist for bowhunting opportunity for many years. 
Ryk, along with Dave Coupland, were key drivers in getting many of the opportunities that we all enjoy today.  
They laid the ground work and raised the profile of the ABA with government and stakeholders that we continue 
to follow today. 
Ryk is retiring after this year’s Awards and Kyle Sinclair-Smith will be taking over.  Kyle has been a longtime ABA 
member (since he was very young) and an accomplished bowhunter.  He has a keen interest in doing the Awards 
going forward and is very “techy” so we will be looking at improvements in data collection and entry that will really 
enhance the program, allow us to draw analytical information and to make it a lot easier on those who have to 
process these entries.  We have an online entry form for both Small Game and Big Game entries – and we are 
hoping that you use it as much as possible. 
Ryk and Kyle have been in touch over the last year or so getting Kyle up to speed on how things work with the 
Game Awards database, the ins and outs of entering all the information from the huge amount of entries we get 
every year, making sure the submissions get into everyone’s various levels of achievement that we offer.  The ABA 
Game Awards Program is unequalled and there is no other program in North America that recognizes the broad 
spectrum of huntable species we have here in Alberta and the achievements of the bowhunters who hunt them. 
Stay tuned for some exciting News on this year’s presentation – we can’t do it in person but we have a plan LOL. 
 
We have been working on some Regulation Change ideas and have three completed and ready to take to 
government/stakeholder meetings for consideration.  Once those meetings start up again.  COVID to blame here 
again!  
They include an early start to archery seasons, allow Sunday hunting in the 100 WMU series and an adjustment 
(upward) to the bowhunter harvest share. If you want further details, have any questions, want to make a 
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suggestion or have an idea about other regulation changes or increasing bowhunting opportunities, contact our 
committee chair Cam Foss at CamF@albertabowhunters.com.  
   
With the cancelling of our AGM the last two years we have been unable to hold elections.  Society’s rules allow us 
to carry on with people continuing on in the various positions and make appointments to fill any vacant ones.  For 
this year we want to thank Cole and Sean O’Neill for their dedication and involvement on the ABA Executive for 
many years.  They have taken a step back with family and work commitments taking priority.  Thanks Cole and 
Sean and all the best to you going forward!! 
We had some interest from the general membership about joining the Executive and at our March 29 Executive 
meeting we made motions to appoint Devon Pickering and John Heninger as Directors at Large.  I had a ZOOM 
orientation meeting with Devon and John and we look forward to working with them on the Executive.  Both are 
long time members, enthusiastic and already engaging in the things we are working on.  Welcome aboard!! 
 
Thanks for your support – both in buying raffle tickets and joining the ABA.  We are very busy in working for the 
bowhunter of Alberta, for the ABA membership.  We offer great value for your hard earned dollar and hope we 
can continue to have your support. 
 
Good luck with the bears this spring.  I even know of a few bowhunters who are going to try spring snow goose 
with their bows! 
 
Brent 
2021 ABA President 
780-978-1195 
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