
Who We Are Current & Future Projects 
     The GAG is a collaborative group of  

representatives from Federal, State, and County 

agencies and non-profit organizations in Coos and 

Curry Counties. Initially a subgroup of  the Curry 

Wildfire Preparation Team, and funded by the BLM 

and National Fire Plan, it soon became apparent that 

the GAG should branch out to become its own 

focused initiative. The GAG is a great example of  

multiple groups pooling resources and working 

towards a common solution.  

 

Our current objectives include: 

1. Map the extent of  gorse in Coos & Curry 

Counties 

a) Produce aerial photo coverage of  gorse 

b) Produce GIS coverage that can be 

overlaid with pertinent layers 

c) Document a baseline survey with reliable 

and repeatable mapping 

2. Enlist committed partners in both counties to 

coordinate and work together in controlling gorse 

3. Enlist the assistance of  a facilitator and 

coordinator to write a management plan, and 

research and write grants for gorse management 

activities. 

Mission: To improve regional ecology, public safety, and fire defense using 

economically viable solutions to control gorse. 
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 Modeling Gorse Coverage     

     In March & April 2014, David Smith & Associates 

of  Portland, OR flew over ~1.6 million acres in Coos, 

Curry, and Douglas Counties. Aerial photos were taken 

at a 1 foot resolution. Environmental and spectral 

stratification inputs will be used for field data 

collection and model creation. 

     Currently, teams in Coos and Curry Counties are 

collecting data on groundcover to aid in calibrating the 

computer model for gorse presence and percent cover. 

The expected outcomes include percent cover of  

gorse, predicted spread, and a better understanding of                   

the extent to leverage funding.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Gorse polygon maps created from data collected during aerial survey. 

Aerial Mapping Project 
   

 
 

 

     In March 2014, the Oregon Department of   

Forestry flew a survey route in Coos & Curry 

Counties to map gorse using Sketchmapper 

technology. 181 polygons were recorded over the 

300,000 acre survey area. Of  that acreage, there is 

estimated to be 6,231 acres of  gorse. Almost 70% of  

that acreage was placed in the high-density category 

(≥50% cover). The GIS layer of  results is available to 

partners. This project represents a collaborative, 

accurate approach to mapping invasive species with 

aerial survey technology.  

 

For more information visit: 

http://www.oregon.gov/odf/privateforests/pages/fhinvasives.aspx 
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Coordinator & Management Plan 
     To move forward with gorse control, the GAG is 

continually seeking funding for capacity building to 

hire a part-time coordinator, write a management 

plan, and research and apply for grants. This will be 

an essential next step for controlling gorse, using the 

baseline data maps. 

Large gorse patch – Curry SWCD 


