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WTCA President’s Message
Bruce Schwartz

I wish I were writing this message to thank everyone for another 
successful Montgomery County Specialty weekend - but sadly, it couldn't 
happen this year.  We can look forward to 2021 when the show will be held 
on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10.  Mark your calendars now, as we would hate for 
you to turn up a week early.

Thank you for your attendance at our Annual Meeting and Awards 
Presentations which were held via Zoom.  I think this is such an easy 
way for groups of people from various parts of the country to interact.  
Mary Duafala will chair a new Membership Education Committee and I'm 
certain there will be programs using Zoom which will be of great interest 
and benefit to all of us.

As the 2021 Louisville Weekend has had to cancel, the Board voted to 
hold a Specialty with Mississippi Valley Kennel Club on Saturday, June 5, 
2021 at Purina Farms in Gray Summit, MO.  Over that weekend there will 
be 4 all-breed shows plus a terrier group show. We have started searching 
for a group dinner location and hotel.  We will let you know the details 
when our plans are finalized. 

In addition, we have added a second "floating specialty" to the Friday 
before the AKC/Royal Canin National Championship events. We will also 
arrange a dinner and host hotel for these week long events.

I'd like to thank Ann Bark for taking over the chairmanship of the 
Ethic's Committee.  

This year my President's Award again went to Wendy Warnock.  Wendy is 
so dedicated to our Club (as are many others) but her organizational skills, 
calm and sensible disposition proved invaluable during this turbulent time.

Thank you for your support.  As dog shows are beginning to be held 
again, stay safe and well and good luck.

• • • • •
As you are probably aware by now, Sharon Abmeyer passed away on 

October 17.  Our sincere condolences to Bob Abmeyer, Sharon's spouse 
of nearly 60 years as well as her children Julie Fox and Steve Abmeyer, as 
well as their children. 

Sharon was always a friendly and welcoming figure at Club functions 
and specialties.  She cared about our breed and worked so hard with 
hospitality at Montgomery County in addition to the Louisville weekend to 
encourage old and new members to come together.  

Sharon's passing is a great loss to our Club and the Welsh Terrier breed.
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The Annual Meeting of the Welsh Terrier Club of America 
was called to order by President Bruce Schwartz, at 4:07 
pm EDT.  51 members were present.

Minutes from last meeting

The minutes of the last annual meeting were approved 
unanimously by the members present.

President’s Report

President Bruce Schwartz said that this had been a 
tumultuous year in all regards and also for the club. He 
hoped that some of the issues we’d faced would now 
be behind us and that we could look forward to 2021 
being healthy and getting back to normal. He asked for 
a moment of silence to remember club members who 
had passed away during the year: Alexander Jardine, 
Ruth Prehn and Doris Tolone. He congratulated Joanne 
Ainsworth on having been a member of the club for fifty 
years. Bruce Schwartz thanked all the club members who 
had contributed to the club, putting in a lot of work on their 
various committees. He gave the President’s Award to 
Wendy Warnock, expressing appreciation for her tireless 
work for the club.

Recording Secretary’s Report

Wendy Warnock reported that the Board has had three 
meetings this year, one in person, one by teleconference 
and one by video conference. All these meetings were 
in Executive Session as there were new membership 
applications to be considered. There was no Judges Ballot 
sent out this year. Because this year’s specialty was 
cancelled, the regular class judges already elected would 
move forward one year.  Accordingly, the 2021 regular 
class judge will be Ginny Winters and the 2022 regular 
class judge will be Connie Clark. This year’s sweepstakes 
judge had to withdraw from the assignment so Jean Callens 
will judge sweepstakes in 2021 as originally planned.  In 
next year’s ballot, nominations will be requested for the 
2022 sweeps judge and both regular class and sweeps 
judges for 2023. The Board was required to address two 
complaints at a disciplinary hearing on August 27. The 
findings for the first complaint were that the Board of the 
WTCA sustained charges preferred by Fred D. Adams III 
against Ms. Kristine M. Nelson of conduct prejudicial to 
the club and the breed in that the dogs presented by her 
at the Meet the Breeds event in Orlando, FL on December 
14, 2019 were not displayed to the public at all times in 
a way commensurate with the standards of cleanliness 
WTCA members are expected to provide. The Board has 
suspended Ms. Kristine M. Nelson for a period of three 

months from the date of the hearing, August 27, 2020 
With regard to the second complaint, the Board deferred 
their decision pending the outcome of legal proceedings.

Corresponding Secretary’s Report

Terry Lohmuller said she had sent out welcome letters to 
new members.

Treasurer’s Report

Mary Ellen Carney said that the third quarter’s Treasurer’s 
Report would be in the November Wag, and the end of 
year report would be included in the February Wag.  It has 
been an odd year financially as there have been none of 
the usual fund raisers that are held during Montgomery 
and there are still some expenses to come in.  However, 
the club appears to be in good shape and should certainly 
break even for the year, and possibly come out slightly 
ahead.

Committee Reports

Annual Awards. Mary Ellen Carney reported that, in spite 
of the shorter awards year, Welsh Terriers had competed 
in 674 conformations shows, compared with 577 last year.  
The numbers of Welsh Terriers entered had also increased.  
The Conformation Awards which had no winners were 
Veteran Dog, Veteran Bitch and Brace. In Performance, 
there were no Welsh Terriers owned by club members 
entered in Obedience or Rally. Two Welsh passed five 
Earthdog tests, 16 Welsh received Barn Hunt titles and 
5 Welsh competed in Agility, with a total of 45 qualifying 
runs. There is no sponsor for the Jumpers with Weaves 
award so no award will be given. There were winners for 
all Breeders Awards and there were also three Versatility 
Awards this year.

Breeder Referral. Kathy Leinthall’s report was read by 
Breeder Referral co-chair, Mary Ellen Carney. Mary Ellen 
Carney received 193 email inquiries compared to last year 
when she received 108. She also received approximately 25 
phone calls and a significant number of private messages 
or texts and Facebook inquiries. Whenever Kathy Leinthall 
and Mary Ellen Carney see discussions on Facebook about 
where to get a puppy, they provide their email addresses 
and invite direct inquiries. Kathy Leinthall had 447 email 
exchanges with prospective buyers and breeders. Basic 
inquiries numbered 244, with frequent follow-ups when 
people wanted additional information, help finding an 
older dog (Note: there is not much interest in dogs past 
age 4-5 years), help to understand the factors that go into 
the cost, or to let them know how they made out. Due to 
the pandemic and people being home, there were more 

The following minutes are published unapproved for information purposes.  
The membership will vote on the minutes at the Annual Meeting in October 2021

Welsh Terrier Club of America, Inc. Annual Meeting
Held by Video Conference – Saturday, October 3, 2020
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people looking to find a Welsh Terrier, some suitable 
owners, and others not so much. For two straight months, 
Kathy Leinthall received at least one inquiry per day and, 
some days, as many as three or four inquiries. Needless to 
say, the demand exceeds the supply which is decreasing 
rapidly. This raises concerns for both Kathy Leinthall and 
Mary Ellen Carney regarding the future for our breed. Both 
of them work to educate people about Welsh Terriers. In 
addition to writing to prospective buyers or speaking with 
them, they send articles about the breed, the grooming 
requirements, how to know if the breeder is ethical and 
reputable, etc. They believe that this helps people who are 
researching breeds so that they understand the breed and 
the process of acquiring a Welsh Terrier a bit better. It is 
disheartening that on Facebook in several of the Welsh 
Terrier groups there are many people recommending 
puppy mills as ‘great’ places to get a Welsh Terrier because 
that is where they got their dog. They have no clue that 
the kennel they cite is a puppy mill. Though they luck out 
getting a dog that is “wonderful”, both Kathy Leinthall and 
Mary Ellen Carney like to emphasize that their wonderful 
dog is a testament to the breed and NOT to the breeder.

Health Committee. Ginny Winters reported that the AKC 
Canine Health Foundation and the OFA have collaborated 
to provide a downloadable resource which reviews the 
basic principles necessary to practically and thoughtfully 
apply genetic test results. The article is titled Review of 
the Current State of Genetic Testing – A Living Resource.   
It was prepared by Liza Gershony, DVM, PhD and Anita 
Oberbauer, PHD of the University of California, Davis. 
Editorial input by Leigh Anne Clark, PhD of Clemson 
University. Leigh Ann Clark was a phenomenal speaker 
at the 2019 Health Conference. Anita Oberbauer was 
the 2019 AKC CHF Asa Mays, DVM Award Recipient for 
Excellence In Canine Health Research. The report can be 
accessed at the AKC CHF site. It is listed as 2020 Genetics 
Whitepaper stationary. This is an excellent and very timely 
article and a source that will keep us updated as future 
information is discovered. It begins with very basic genetic 
information that is well written and easily understood 
and concludes with the application of genetic tests and 
caution regarding test interpretation. The report discusses 
the types of genetic tests currently in use, their application 
in breeding programs, and their limitations, as well as 
potential negative effects of the misuse of test results in 
both pet and breeding dogs. Ginny Winters said she would 
encourage everyone to read it.

Hospitality Committee. Wendy Warnock read Sharon 
Abmeyer’s report. Sharon Abmeyer thanked her 
committee for all their help.  The Annual meeting held on 
Friday October 4th, 2019 during the Hatboro 2 show was 
attended by 53 members and guests. Pizza, salad and 
dessert were served.  The next social event was held Friday 
evening in the lobby of the Staybridge Suites. Picnic food 

was served, including fried chicken, rolls and butter, potato 
salad, slaw and various delicious desserts. Nearly 70 club 
members and guests attended. In all the weekend was a 
great success. Wonderful weather, great friends and BIS 
was the Welsh Terrier. At the Floating Specialty weekend in 
Louisville, hospitality bags, containing hand sanitizer and 
an array of goodies for members and our canine friends, 
were distributed before the Thursday show.  Show schedules 
and lanyards with pre-printed name badges were also a big 
hit. A pizza party was provided by the club at the Marriott 
Courtyard Thursday after the show. The weather was 
uncooperative. Wind and heavy rain kept many members 
away, but the left-over pizza provided the hotel staff with an 
unexpected treat, which was much appreciated. On Friday, 
Ann Bark hosted a beautiful banquet at Bravo Italian 
Restaurant complete with a beautiful Welsh Flag cake. 
Our favors were delicious Welsh Terrier shortbread cutout 
cookies. Hopefully next year we will be able to provide a 
repeat performance. Much to everyone’s disappointment 
the Saturday and Sunday shows were cancelled due to 
newly imposed Covid 19 regulations. Sharon Abmeyer said 
she hoped things would return to normal in 2021 and dog 
shows will again flourish.

Legislation and National Breed Alliance Committee. 
Janet Fox Stephens reported that because of the COVID 
19 pandemic many state legislatures adjourned early in 
the midst of their legislative sessions or did not meet at 
all. Many bills, lacking priority, died as a result. Many of 
the bills that impacted dogs were laid over or killed but will 
be reintroduced next year. Public access to state Capitols 
in future may be limited and restricted to those wishing to 
testify on a specific bill. We may be encouraged to submit 
testimony electronically only and to contact our legislator 
in the same manner. The number one issue on the national 
level continues to be the importation of dogs and the need 
of additional tools for the U.S Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) to monitor and safeguard the health of dogs being 
imported into the US. Despite the pandemic, the flow of 
dogs into the US, many with serious health concerns, has 
continued to increase putting pets and human health at 
risk. National Animal Interest Alliance (NAIA) estimates 
that 1.2 million dogs were imported last year. These dogs 
are coming in to meet the demand for dogs in the US. The 
American public acquires over 8 million dogs per year 
and the shortage to meet this demand continues to grow. 
This is, in part due to population growth, but also due to 
laws being promoted by animal rights groups that shut 
down licensed commercial breeders, restrict responsible 
ownership of intact animals and create barriers to careful 
dog breeding programs. As these laws continue to gain 
traction across the US and the shortage of dogs increases, 
the importation of unsafe, unhealthy dogs of unknown 
origin will continue to occur. Janet Fox Stephens highlighted 
specific legislation on the federal level: there is a new bill, 
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US Congress-S 4657 Problematic Breeder Mandate Bill, 
which was introduced in Senate on 10/2/20. This bill was 
introduced by Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IL) and would make 
changes to the federal Animal Welfare Act to mandate 
arbitrary new requirements for certain professional and 
small hobby dog breeders.  Animal rights groups have 
pressured 150 officials to sign onto this bill ahead of the 
elections. Several mandates in the bill include (but are not 
limited to) those of specific new indoor space requirements 
for kennels; annual dental exams; completely solid flooring; 
pre-breeding screenings; prohibitions on keeping dogs 
above and below certain temperatures and limitations on 
numbers of litters. For more information, go to www.akc.org/
legislative alerts. Another bill is US Congress- HR 6921 The 
Healthy Dog Importation Act. This bill is strongly supported 
by AKC. This bill provides the USDA with additional tools 
to monitor the health of dogs imported into the country, 
in order to prevent the spread of dangerous diseases that 
could inversely impact public health. It requires health 
certificates issued by accredited veterinarians, required 
vaccinations and negative test results and that dogs 
be permanently identified (chipped). US Congress-HR 
4211 USDA Pet Dealer/Licensing Requirements requires 
licensed breeders to apply for a license on an annual basis 
and have a new annual pre-licensing inspection.  All animals 
will be inventoried and published, along with inspection 
and violation information. US Congress-HR3103/S2949 
Puppies Assisting Wounded Service Members (PAWS) 
establishes a VA Program to establish grants to provide 
service dogs to disabled veterans suffering from traumatic 
brain injury or post-traumatic stress disorder. Across the 
country, the following issues have been considered or 
passed in numerous locations this year: 

•Legislation to ban breed specific dog laws

•Bans on ear cropping, tail docking and bark collars

•Tethering legislation and regulation: considering 
temperature and weather; amount of time tethered; type 
of tethering, etc.

•Law enforcement reform bills that impact or ban police 
K-9 practices

•Increased requirements (breeder permits) and fees to 
license hobby breeders as animal care facilities; bans on 
hobby breeders

•Stricter, more detailed regulations for Rescue and 
Shelter operations

•Ban on selling dogs, cats and rabbits at pet stores 
unless sourced from a shelter or rescue

•Release of liability for events occurring during the 
pandemic

•Unaltered impound animal fines

•Socially sustained sheltering legislation to prohibit 

euthanasia in a shelter if pet is healthy and can be 
transferred elsewhere

For current updates on federal, state and local legislation, 
legislative alerts and the status of state legislatures 
meetings and protocols, go to: www.AKC.org/legislative-
alerts or Google AKC Taking Command Newsletter.  To 
ask questions or contact the Government Relations 
Department: email doglaw@akc.org. 

Membership Committee. Scarlet Cardwell reported that 
the club currently has a total of 242 members, with a gain 
of five new members and one new membership pending.  
We had 246 members last year, nine of whom did not 
renew. Three members had passed away and others did 
not renew because they were older and no longer had dogs.  
Scarlet Cardwell told the meeting that she had received a 
children’s story book about a Welsh Terrier puppy from the 
author who lives in Germany. She will send details of the 
book for publication in the Wag.

Trophy Committee. Bridget Gierahn reported that all 
trophies purchased for this year will be carried over to 
2021 as no date is engraved on them.

Education Committee. Bruce Schwartz said that he had 
done some ringside mentoring on the Friday of the Louisville 
show. There will be a Judges Seminar for terriers this year 
in Orlando and Bruce Schwartz said he will be reaching out 
to members to have dogs there for the presentation.

Election of Officers and Board

No additional nominations were received, therefore, in 
accordance with Article IV, Section 4 of the By-laws, the 
Recording Secretary, Wendy Warnock, cast one vote for 
the election of the slate as presented by the Nominating 
Committee, as follows:
President   Bruce Schwartz (CA)
Vice President   Susan Lucas (AZ)
Treasurer   Mary Ellen Carney (NJ)
Corresponding Secretary Terry Lohmuller (FL)
Recording Secretary  Wendy Warnock (GA)
Board Member (2022)  Polly Smith (VA)
Board Member (2022)  Charles Yorke (GA)
AKC Delegate   Bruce Schwartz (CA)

The balance of the WTCA Board (Class of 2021), which is 
not up for re-election at this time, consists of Linda Murray 
(NY) and Ginny Winters (PA).

New Business

Floating Specialty 2021. As the Louisville show for 2021 
has been cancelled, Bruce Schwartz suggested to the 
membership that the club should have an independent 
specialty show in Orlando in December 2021 in addition 
to a Floating Specialty earlier in the year. A number of 
suggestions were discussed by the members. Bruce 
Schwartz said the Board would make a decision, taking 
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into account the points raised at the meeting.

Any other new business.

Mary Duafala informed the meeting that several WTCA 
members were involved in forming a new mid-west 
regional club.  30 individuals had expressed an interest 
in forming the club and the first meeting would be held 
in October.  Bruce Schwartz said that, subject to Board 
Approval, Mary Duafala would be responsible for general 
education for members, covering all aspects of Welsh 
Terriers and the sport of purebred dogs. Keith Bailey asked 
why the CERF test had been included as one of the tests 
required for CHIC. Ginny Winters said it had been done on 
the recommendation of OFA.Ginny Winters said required 

tests could be changed and the Health Committee would 
consider alternative or additional tests as indicated by the 
club’s Health Incident Reports. Janet Fox Stephens thanked 
Bruce Schwartz for all the work he had done for the club 
and for the breed under the very difficult circumstances of 
the last few months.

Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Mary Ellen Carney and 
seconded by Jean Callens. The motion passed.

The meeting adjourned at 5:18 pm EDT.

Respectfully submitted
Wendy Warnock, Recording Secretary

Jan - Sep 2020 Jan - Sep 2019
Income

  Annual Shows (MCKC weekend) 330.00 0.00
  Advertisements (MCKC catalog) 0.00 252.00
  Other Shows/Events 902.00 0.00

      Trophy Fund 686.00 905.00
      Yearbook 1,657.70 630.00

  Newsletter 0.00 30.00
  Annual Dinner 0.00 1,320.00
  Dues 3,136.00 3,200.00
  Education 0.00 144.00
  General Donations 25.00 215.39
  Fundraising, misc. 113.78 32.90

Total Income 6,850.48 6,729.29

Expense
  Annual Shows (MCKC weekend) Expense 0.00 68.83
  Advertisements (MCKC catalog) Expense 817.50 0.00
  Other Shows/Events Expense 870.00 0.00

      Trophy Expense 1,142.53 1,296.29
      Yearbook Expense 2,903.70 1,529.34

  Annual Dinner Expense 0.00 850.00
  Dues 0.00 0.00
  Fundraising, misc. 0.00 0.00
  Education 0.00 212.79
  Directory 399.00 418.00
  Operational fees 59.43 113.10
  Supplies 213.58 270.51
  Insurance 600.00 600.00
  Committee projects

          Annual Awards 0.00 0.00
          Versatility Awards 0.00 0.00
          President Award 0.00 0.00
          Outgoing President's Gift 0.00 0.00
          Challenge Cup Repair 0.00 0.00
          Homer Gage Plate 0.00 0.00

  Operating expense
          Storage Rental 496.08 436.92
          Website 290.11 0.00
      Newsletter 1,024.47 1,114.99
Total Expense 8,816.40 6,910.77

Net Income -1,965.92 -181.48

WELSH TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA
Income Statement

January through September 30, 2020

Treasurer's Report
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Sep 30, 2020 Sep 30, 2019
   ASSETS

Cash 57.19 57.19
Checking 45,945.58 45,618.62
Homer Gage 12,691.01 12,736.29
Paypal 0.00 0.00

   TOTAL ASSETS 58,693.78 58,412.10

   LIABILITIES & NET FUND BALANCE
Trophy Fund Carryover -165.31 95.79
Net Fund Balance 58,859.09 58,316.31

TOTAL LIABILITIES 58,693.78 58,412.10

WELSH TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA
Balance Sheet

As of September 30, 2020

Chris Baumann
1438 Central Ave

St. Louis, MO 63139
Cell phone: 314-640-1155

Email: chrisb0704@sbcglobal.net
Joined Oct-2020

The WTCA would like 
to welcome our new 

member

We Need Your Help!
Thank you to all our members who have already donated to our Trophy Fund. The money received in 

the Trophy Fund is used to purchase trophies for the club’s Floating Specialty and National Specialty 
shows, as well as for performance events during those weekends. Our ability to offer quality trophies is 
dependent on your generosity.

Donations can be made through the club’s Pay Pal account: 
(www.welshterrier.org/members/store/trophy-donations) 

OR
By check to: 

Mary Ellen Carney, 
4 Peaksail Drive, Bayville, NJ 08721

Thank you very much to everyone who supports the Trophy Fund.
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Fred & Patty Adams Redragon 
Mark Adsit
Joanne Ainsworth - Pencoed
Claire Alasio & Mary Ellen Carney - BridgeMor
Pam Allen - Abbeyrose
Lucy Bailey - Wysiwyg
Ann Bark - Snoward
Carole Beattie - Sunspryte
James & Sarah Borse
Joy Cappucci - Fairview
Roger & Derry Coe - CoVail
Scarlet Cardwell & Floyd Cogley - Brightangel
Connie Clark - Cricklewood
Charlene Czarnecki - Czar
Reena Davis
Brian & Delores Eichler 
Nancy Evans - Tanasi
Barry Fein
DiAnn  & Resse Flory MorrGreen Terriers
Shari Fougnie - Cheshire
Cathy Francis - Shiloh Morning
Bridget Gierahn - Jenasis
Peter Green - Greenfield
Mary Gruber - Arapaho
Robert & Charlene Gyurko
Capt. Jean L Heath USN (Ret)
Holly Renner High - Indian Summer
Norah Hollis 
Patricia Hooey - Canterbury Tales

Rie & Joe Hull - Windy Hill
Deborah Jamison
Candida LaMotta - d'Asti
Terry Lohmuller - Teritails
Susan & Robert Lucus - Red Sky
Craig & Joe Manion
Kathleen  McAtamney 
Ward Morris - Cymraes
Linda Murray - Tailwinds
Chuck & Diane Orange - Counselor
Daryl Peters
Richard & Suzanne Powell - Flatford/Hapitails
Linda Schulte - Wysiwyg
Ereign Seacord - Esty Glen
Debby Shamblin
Janice Simmons - Summerson
Polly Smith 
Taylor & Janet Fox Stephens - Cambrian
Rita & Vincent Syracuse - Barrister
George Tibaldi
Judith Timm - Malarkey
Richard & Joanne Trimpi 
Wendy Warnock - Penbryn
R.C. & Karen Williams - La Sierra
Suzan & Randall Williams
Bill & Ginny Winters - Winterwind
Denise & Geoff Yates
Charles K Yorke & Jeff J Whitney

The Welsh Terrier Club of America Gratefully acknowledges 
those who contribute to the 2020 Trophy Fund

Health Committee Report
by Ginny Winters

The AKC Canine Health Foundation and the OFA 
have collaborated to provide a downloadable 
resource which reviews the basic principles 
necessary to practically and thoughtfully apply 
genetic test results. 
The article is titled Review of the Current State of 

Genetic Testing – A Living Resource. It was prepared 
by Liza Gershony, DVM, PhD and Anita Oberbauer, 
PHD of the University of California, Davis. Editorial 
input by Leigh Anne Clark, PhD of Clemson University.  
Leigh Ann Clark was a phenomenal speaker at the 
2019 Health Conference. Anita Oberbauer was the 
2019 AKC CHF Asa Mays, DVM Award Recipient for 
Excellence In Canine Health Research.
You can access the report at the AKC CHF site 

by going to the following URL: www.akcchf.org/
geneticswhitepaper2020
This is an excellent and very timely article and 

a source that will keep us updated as future 
information is discovered. It begins with very basic 
genetic information that is well written and easily 
understood and concludes with the application 
of genetic tests and caution regarding test 
interpretation.
The report discusses the types of genetic tests 

currently in use, their application in breeding 
programs, and their limitations, as well as potential 
negative effects of the misuse of test results in 
both pet and breeding dogs.
I would encourage all of you to read it. 
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The CHIC Certification Program
by Mary Duafala, Membership Education Committee

The Canine Health 
Information Center (CHIC) 
was created by the 
Orthopedic Foundation for 
Animals (OFA) and is jointly 
sponsored by the AKC Canine Health Foundation. 
The CHIC program is intended to be a resource for 
breeders, owners, and other interested parties on 
health issues prevalent in specific breeds. 
OFA/CHIC works with individual breed clubs 

to establish protocols for breed-specific health 
screenings. Each parent club that chooses to 
participate has its own breed-specific protocol. 
Dogs who complete the testing/screening specified 
in their breed-specific protocol, whose results are 
publicly available on the OFA/CHIC database and 
are permanently identified by microchip or tattoo are 
recognized with a CHIC number and certification. 
It is CHIC’s policy that breed-specific protocols 

test/screen for “inherited diseases that are of the 
greatest concern and for which some screening 
tests are available.” It should be noted that a dog 
may be granted a CHIC number even if test results 
are NOT normal, as long as the results are made 
publicly available. While breed-specific protocols 
may change over time, the CHIC number issued to a 
dog is permanent and remains in effect even if the 
dog does not meet updated breed-specific protocol 
requirements.  Results from the OFA database are 
automatically shared with CHIC for no additional fee. 
Separate from CHIC Certification, CHIC also 

maintains a DNA Repository to store canine DNA 
samples along with other relevant information for 
future research. 
See https://www.ofa.org/about/chic-program and 

https://www.akcchf.org/about-us/alliances/canine-
health-information.html  for more information on the 

CHIC program.
OFA-CHIC Welsh Terrier Protocol
The OFA-CHIC protocol for welsh terriers was 

established in cooperation with the WTCA. There are 
two testing requirements. See https://www.ofa.org/
recommended-tests?breed=WT for more information 
on the protocol for welsh terriers, which is summarized 
below.
• Eye examination by a boarded American 

College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists (ACVO) – 
This examination must be performed by an ACVO 
ophthalmologist and results submitted to OFA using 
a form available only from the ophthalmologist. There 
is a $12 fee to add results to the OFA database. See 
the following link for details on eligibility for an eye 
certification number. It should be noted that the 
previously used CERF program has been discontinued 
by ACVO, but both OFA and CERF registrations meet 
CHIC eye exam criteria. For more information on the 
eye exam see https://www.ofa.org/diseases/eye-
certification/eye-faqs#1466528111844-adbf7a45-
505f 
• DNA based PLL results - Primary Lens Luxation 

(PLL) is a heritable disease that can lead to eye 
inflammation and glaucoma and potentially blindness. 
A DNA test for PLL is performed using cells obtained 
from a cheek swab. A test kit is provided with easy 
instructions for the owner to collect a sample and 
return it for analysis. Results are reported as normal, 
carrier/low risk, or affected/high risk. For more 
information on PLL and how to interpret results visit 
https://www.ofa.org/diseases/dna-tested-diseases/
primary-lens-luxation
Questions or comments about the OFA-CHIC Welsh 

Terrier Protocol should be directed to the WTCA Board 
of Directors or the WTCA Health Committee, Ginny 
Winters (Chair).

In Memoriam
DORIS TOLONE

Doris Tolone, Calkerry, was a member of the 
WTCA since 1986 and became an honorary 
member in 2011.  Doris had been active in 
the club for many years serving as a Board 
member, Trophy chair, and a member of various 
committees. Doris, along with her husband Tony, 
bred many Welsh Terrier Champions including  

Ch Calkerry Evening Attire who won Best of Breed 
at the 1986 Montgomery County Show. “Tux” 
was the sire of numerous champions and can be 
found in the back of many pedigrees. Doris was 
also a long time member of the Welsh Terrier 
Club of Southern California where she helped 
with various club activities.

By Ginny Winters
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ANNUAL AWARDS 2020
CONFORMATION AWARDS

Colwyn Award offered by Nancy Savage — Puppy Dog (6-
12) — Teritails & Shiloh Mornings Black and Tan (Terry 
Lohmuller & Cathy Francis)

Redragon Award offered by Fred & Patty Adams — Junior 
Dog  (12-18) — Snoward’s Tuff Enuff (Ann Bark)

Shiloh Award offered by Cathy Francis — Bred by Dog —  
Darwyn’s Trailblazer (Larisa Hotchin)

Brynmawr Award offered by Kathy Rost — American Bred 
Dog — Brynmawr Mr Adsit (Mark Adsit, Kathy Rost & Jean 
Callens)

Windy Hill Award offered by Joe & Rie Hull — Open Dog  —
Abbeyrose Captain Morgan (Mary Duafala, Judith Anspach 
& Pamela Allen)

Tollgate Award offered by Becky Eterno – Puppy Bitch  
(6-12) — Teritails & Shiloh Mornings Galway Girl (Terry 
Lohmuller & Cathy Francis)

Barrister Award offered by Rita & Vincent Syracuse —
Junior Bitch (12-18) — Sun Oak Something To Be (Allison 
& Joseph Sunderman)

Sunspryte Award offered by Carole Beattie — Bred By 
Bitch — Winterwind’s Sing Me A Song (Ginny Winters)

D’Asti Award offered by Candida LaMotta — American 
Bred Bitch — Holiday Hills Belle Of The Ball (Douglas & 
Nancy Perkins)

Berwyn Award offered by Trish Biamonte — Open Bitch — 
Morgana Le Fay (Larisa Hotchin)

Veteran Dog — No Competition

Veteran Bitch — No Competition

Kalein T Award offered by Kathy Leinthall & Tina Meehan 
— Winners Dog — Abbeyrose Bada Bing Bada Boom (Mary 
Duafala, Pamela Allen, Judith Anspach & Charles Yorke)

Covail Award offered by Derry & Roger Coe — Winners 
Bitch — Darwyn’s Morgana Le Fay (Larisa Hotchin)

Hapitails Award offered by Sue and Richard Powell — Best 
of Winners — Snoward’s Tuff Enuff (Ann Bark)

Bruhil Award offered by Bruce Schwartz – Best of Breed 
– Brightluck Money Talks (Keith Bailey & Janet McBrien)

Darwyn Award offered by Larisa Hotchin — Best of 
Opposite — Seebest Supergirl (Peter & Jill See)

BREEDING AWARDS

Seaplume Award offered by Caryn Stevens — Stud Dog  
— Abbeyrose Captain Jack (Mary Duafala, Pamela Allen, 

Judith Anspach & Janice Simmons)

Counselor Award offered by Diane & Chuck Orange — 
Brood Bitch — Shiloh Morning’s Touching Heaven (terry 
Lohmuller & Cathy Francis)

Shorlyne Award offered by Pam Price — Most Champions 
Bred — Terry Lohmuller & Cathy Francis (3 champions 
bred)
Teritails & Shiloh Mornings Wild Rover
Teritails & Shiloh Mornings Black And Tan
Teritails & Shiloh Mornings Galway Girl

No Sponsor - Junior Handler - No competition

PERFORMANCE AWARDS

WYSIWYG Award offered by Lucy Bailey & Linda Schulte – 
Agility – Standard – WYSIWYG Trouble Has Arrived (Linda 
Brisbin)

No Sponsor - Agility - Jumpers & Weavers

Charlie Dickens Award offered by Judith Anspach — 
Obedience — No Competition

Summersun Award offered by Janice Simmons — Rally 
Obedience — No Competition

Esty Glen Award offered by Ereign Seacord — Best Earth 
Dog — Tanasi I Kid You Not At Abbeyrose (Nancy Evans 
Ordman)

SPECIAL AWARDS

Etter Award offered by Gretchen Duce — Amateur Owner 
Handler — BridgeMor’s Pot of Gold (Mary Ellen Carney & 
Claire Alasio)

Cambrian Award offered by Janet Fox Stephens —
Best National Owner Handled — Redsky’s Rangel’s 
Remembrance (Susan & Robert Lucas)

VERSATILITY AWARDS

Performance Versatility Award Level 1 — Denbighshire’s 
Angel With A Muddy Nose (Joan Conner)

Conformation Versatility Level 1 — Brynmawr Catrin 
Dywysoges Chan Cymru (Joan Conner)

Conformation Versatility Level 1 — Darwyn’s Enchanté 
(Larisa Hotchin & Lisa Patton)

President’s Award offered by Bruce Schwartz — Wendy 
Warnock
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Today's Welsh Terriers
Welsh Terrier Column

Reprinted from the AKC Gazette

The Welsh Terrier was originally bred as a dog who could go to ground to root out vermin and kill them. He 
was also expected to dispatch vermin above ground, killing as many as possible to help farmers keep their 
croplands vermin free. The animals that Welsh Terriers were bred to hunt were those that destroyed crops, 
spread disease, and chewed their way into buildings wherever they could. Welsh are very capable rat killers. 
Remember that rats spread bubonic plague, and also are responsible for major damage to food crops needed 
for livestock and human use. The original Welsh Terrier had to be strong, supple, and small enough to go to 
ground, and sturdy enough to work for extended periods of time. Their coats had to be wiry, with a short, dense 
undercoat not only to protect the dog in bad weather, but also to limit the chance of the dog being bitten by the 
rat or other destructive vermin.
With that in mind, take a look at today’s Welsh Terrier as he parades around in the show ring. Is the 17-inch 

dog with long, fine-boned legs and refined head really the best choice to tackle a large rat or rabbit, let alone 
a woodchuck, possum, or weasel? How many of today’s show Welsh have good, tight feet with thick pads and 
strong, tough nails for digging?
The Welsh Terrier’s structure is, obviously, not the same as that of the Irish Terrier or the West Highland White 

Terrier, and worlds different from that of the Manchester or Dandie Dinmont, but Welsh are also different 
from Lakeland and Fox Terriers, even though the differences from these are more subtle. Fox Terriers often 
ran with the men on horseback, which required a higher-on-leg dog and slightly less spring of rib. Generally, 
Fox Terriers (of both coats) cornered the fox for the hunter to kill, but the Welsh and Lakeland went to ground 
and dispatched the prey on their own. Welsh usually were used for slightly larger prey, which is why bone and 
muscle mass is emphasized on the Welsh. The Welsh was not originally designed as a pretty dog, but rather a 
substantial and sturdy working animal. 
Knowing these difference between terrier breeds that appear very similar on the surface should help you 

understand why breeders have selected different breeds with structural differences to do different jobs. It 
is important that both breeders and judges keep these differences in mind while evaluating, whether for 
breeding stock or for show-ring winners.
The Welsh Terrier is a good hunter and a great show dog, but he also makes a charming and enjoyable pet and 

companion. There are a few extra challenges involved in obedience training them, however. Like other terriers, 
a Welsh has a strong prey drive and will chase almost anything that moves. Teaching a Welsh to focus on you 
when there is something to chase can be difficult, but not impossible. Start early in puppyhood to always come 
when called, willingly and fast. A “really reliable recall” is necessary. Also teach him an absolute “stay,” which 
means “don’t get up, don’t slide forward, and don’t start in sit-stay and decide to down-stay in the middle of 
the exercise.” Realize that he is a terrier, and staying is not something he does willingly when something more 
interesting is going on. Praise and reward for doing it right, and correct when he does it wrong. He will learn if 
you make it worth his while. These two commands should be part of a terrier’s life from puppyhood on.
Please don’t listen to those who tell you terriers are untrainable just because they don’t know enough to 

properly train a smart dog. Over the years I have had a number of champions and grand champions who also 
had obedience and rally titles. It just takes being more stubborn than the dog.
Diane would like to hear from members with ideas for future Welsh columns in the AKC Gazette.  Please 

e-mail her with your recommendations!

—Diane Orange,
Diane@counselorwelshterriers.com
Welsh Terrier Club of America
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Preserving Purebred Dog Breeds: Our Responsibility as 
Caretakers of Welsh Terriers

by DiAnn Flory

When I watched the National Dog Show on TV 
last year, as others did, on Thanksgiving Day, some 
comments by David Frei about the Skye Terrier being 
one of several “at risk” breeds caught my attention. 
Then I heard the phrase -- “Preservation Breeder,” 
which peaked my curiosity and sent me on mission to 
research these words and their meaning. 
As breeders, we all are active advocates for 

responsible breeding. However, responsible 
preservation breeders know the purpose originally 
intended for their breeds. We should recognize the 
importance of educating legislators and the general 
public to the benefits of owning a purebred dog 
acquired from a responsible preservation breeder. 
Why you ask? Consider our future without purebred 
dogs.  Consider what they have given you. Next, 
consider if we no longer had dogs that were bred for 
a specific purpose and the only dogs available were 
of unknown backgrounds and genetic traits. Now 
consider your willingness and readiness to be part of 
the solution and the future. If you don't, our breeds 
could become extinct.
So, when you hear “I just want a pet,” remember: 

If not for the Preservationist breeder, that breed 
could disappear, not just to a mix-breed or “designer 
breed”, but to no breed at all.
There is a well organized anti-agriculture movement 

that would like to see all purebred dog breeders 
cease and desist. We all have encountered this: PETA 
representatives showing up at conformation shows 
with signs and loudly harassing dog show participants. 
We have read of other anti-breeder activists letting 
dogs out of crates and ex-pens, putting antifreeze 
in dog bowls and even lunging on the Best in Show 
podium on televised dog shows. These people are 
serious, and we should be too.
Ask yourself, "what if these anti-breeder activists 

succeed?" What would life be like if you can't own or 
breed a purebred dog? Don't think it can’t happen--it 
can. 

What is a preservationist breeder? You are one!
For at least two centuries, people have gathered in 

pubs, tents and farm kitchens to evaluate each other’s 
dogs both for their ability to do the job for which their 

breed was created and for their potential as breeding 
stock. From putting food on the table and protecting 
livestock, to herding sheep and ridding the farm of 
vermin, dogs have been helpmates to humans. 
Over time, formal settings–namely, dog shows–were 

organized to assess these dogs. Dog shows have 
evolved to be social and spectator events, but their 
purpose has never changed:
Appraise a dog’s adherence to its breed standard 

and subsequently, its value in a breeding program to 
create the next generation of its breed.
A Preservation Breeder maintains the integrity of 

a breed, thereby retaining the original intent and 
purpose for which the breed was developed. The 
need for Preservation Breeding has never been 
greater. Not only has science revealed genetic traits 
and health testing but also the need for learning how 
to integrate genetic mapping into breeding traditions.
AKC Judge Bill Shelton of Coventry Corgis and 

co-breeder Dr. Beckie Williams, DVM with special 
interest in reproduction, highlight this concept. 
“The Skye Terrier is one of many at risk breeds in 
this world,” said NBC announcer and dog breeder 
David Frei during the National Dog Show on NBC 
last November. While the remarks came during the 
Skye Terrier’s time on screen, the fact is that there 
are many other dog breeds that are currently “at 
risk” from a survival standpoint. Frei was speaking in 
support of the advocacy of breeders Bill Shelton and 
Doug Johnson in awakening public consciousness 
about preservation breeders.
The three of them crafted this statement to further 

move the dial:
“We dog breeders are changing the language to 

help people understand exactly what it is that we do. 
We are preservation breeders. No matter what it has 
been called in the past, we own this principle already 
and have owned it for generations of dogs. We are 
intentionally breeding dogs for health, happiness and 
preservation of the breeds. This is what drives us – 
not producing dogs for dog shows and not producing 
dogs for puppy sales. We are and always have 
been preservation breeders–dedicated to bringing 
purpose bred dogs into the world, healthy dogs with 
predictable characteristics, intellect and disposition. 
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With that, we want to help them be healthy and happy 
and to give them the best chance to have wonderful, 
long lives in well-deserved, loving homes. That is 
what preservation breeders do–responsibly and 
accountably–for the health and happiness of these 
very important, loving members of your family.”
To be part of the solution, you must be prepared.  

The next time someone infers that purebred dogs are 
inferior to other dogs (i.e mixed breed or “designer 
dog”), inform them of a few of these details.
Purebreds dogs acquired from preservationist 

breeder are the healthiest family of dogs known to 
exist in the world today! 
How do we know this? Because preservation 

breeders are purposeful breeders, only selecting 
parents on generations of documented health 
tested individuals and their previous generations, 
possessing and only breeding from the happiest, 
most well adjusted of tested character, as well as 
those from healthy backgrounds. Health matters. 
When you don't know the background of a dog, you 
don't have any idea of the genetic health conditions 
lurking in the background. Responsible preservation 
breeders do hundreds of dollars of health tests on 
both the dam and sire before each breeding. Such 
breeders strive to produce the healthiest dogs they 
can and stand behind their dogs. 
No other colony of dogs in the world has generational 

scientific documentation gathered specifically by 
purebred breeders and reported to agencies such as 
Orthopedic Foundation of America; documentation 
used as a tool in purposely breeding the next 
generation of the happiest, healthiest family of dogs. 
AKC Purebred dogs breeders join and are represented 
by their own "Canine Health Foundation," a cutting 
edge foundation bringing preservationist breeders 
the absolute latest in health and DNA sciences for 
canine health  and optimum reproduction. The 
AKC Canine Health Foundation is one of the only 
foundations of its kind that exist for the sole purpose 
of creating a genuinely healthier canine existence. 
The canine genome has been mapped successfully. 
These foundations have contributed to finding cures 
for human disease through their studies.
Purposeful purebred breeders take care of their 

own, that's why, as reported by the National Animal 
Interest Alliance, Purebreds were identified as 
representing only 4 to 5 percent of all dogs found in 
shelters today. Through their AKC parent breed clubs 
and their regional chapters, AKC Purebreds breeders 

have developed a nationwide rescue network.
The following are only a few of all the positives that 

surround these unique, mystical and rare canines 
that have been traditionally, and purposefully, bred 
for centuries:
• AKC breeders of merit microchip their puppies; so 

no purpose-bred dog is ever left behind in a shelter.
• AKC provides a nationwide disaster relief program 

initiated in time of national disaster for the sole 
purpose of reuniting and caring for canines in need.
• AKC clubs and their breeders offer thousands of 

events across this nation in socialization, obedience, 
and their very own "Canine Good Citizen" programs. 
Events are offered where preservation breeders 
assemble to identify the progress of their breeding 
programs.

Animal Rights – Point and Counterpoint
We are all aware that the Animal Rights activists 

are increasing their voice of discontent in our sport 
of dogs. They use alarming tactics and words to 
“educate” the public with improper and misleading 
information that will diminish the existence as we 
know it, of the pure bred dog.
The activist community chastises purebred dog 

breeders for their dedication to preserving their 
breeds.  In the past 30-plus years, the continued 
propaganda of the animal rights movement has 
presented dog breeders in a very negative light. 
Educate the public with the truth about breeding.  
In an article entitled “Are You Ashamed to Admit to 

Being a Dog Breeder” by Elizabeth Brinkley, owner of 
Dante Kennels, that was reposted on the Ashcroft 
Bedlington Terrier Website, here are some talking 
points to share with the public when they question 
you about being a purebred Preservationist Breeder:
• Pet overpopulation and other claims. Brinkley 

states that, according to the USDA, for the past ten 
years, shelters have been importing close to 300,000 
dogs per year. Many of these animals bring diseases 
from their country.  Local shelters have issues with 
dogs that come from a combination of poor breeding, 
poor owner retention, poor shelter management, poor 
pet distribution and a lack of funds. Since 2005, the 
birthrate for responsibly bred purebred puppies has 
not been meeting the demand. Many rare breeds are 
declining to the point of extinction due to anti-breeder 
laws. Breeders need to remember: WE ARE THE 
EXPERTS. Explain to the public and your legislators 
the difference between a responsible preservation 
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breeder and what the animal rights groups are.
• The public has the right to choose. A shelter/

rescue dog is not for every family. Shelter/rescue dogs 
come with baggage that may require an experienced 
owner. Shelter/rescue dogs have no health testing 
and frequently have behavioral issues that take years 
of training to overcome. Health care and training for 
a shelter/rescue dog can be costly and still not result 
in a quality pet. Puppies, purchased from a shelter 
or rescue, are not subject to any state puppy lemon 
laws. However, puppies purchased from a breeder 
are covered under state puppy lemon laws. Obtaining 
a dog should be a time for rational decisions. You are 
more likely to purchase a dog with issues–health or 
behavioral–from a shelter or a rescue than from an 
experienced breeder.
• There are three main types of breeders: 

Professional, Pet, and Hobby/Show breeders. All 
could be large-scale breeders. Any of which could 
be a substandard breeders. The word “puppy mill”* 
is used by animal rights groups. They use the word 
to horrify, terrify and coerce the public into giving 
them money. The activists who misuse this term and 
relate it to all breeders, are the ones who benefit from 
“puppy mills.” They benefit by begging for donations. 
They benefit from selling dogs seized in raids. It is 
totally in their best interest to convince the public 
that any breeder is a “puppy mill.”  We as breeders 
need to stop using the term that is grossly misused 
with the intent to destroy us. Leaving aside those 
operations for which the term was originally intended, 
there are substandard breeders. Any profession or 
hobby is going to have its share of bad apples. Extend 
a hand instead of pointing a finger. If someone isn’t 
living up to your personal standards maybe you can 
make suggestions, share information, and try to help. 
If all else fails, the AKC has a safety net program that 
can help breeders. If someone gets raided we all look 
bad and the public believes the propaganda. (* Note: 
The term “puppy mill” intended to describe large 
commercial breeding operations licensed by the 
USDA and to small breeders, typically referred to as 
backyard breeders , that produce puppies strictly for 
profit without regard to health, safety and the humane 
treatment of animals. Although no standardized legal 
definition for "puppy mill" exists, a definition was 
established in Avenson v. Zegart in 1984 as "a dog 
breeding operation in which the health of the dogs is 
disregarded in order to maintain a low overhead and 
maximize profits". —Wikipedia)

The animal rights groups want to tear down what we 
have worked so hard to build by using inflammatory 
statements and grossly misusing terms. They take 
the things you say and point the finger at others. Just 
remember most members of the public just want a 
healthy puppy and it is upon us to help them and 
educate them. They don’t care how many champions 
are in the pedigree or how many ribbons you have 
won or even how many health tests you do. They just 
want a pup to love and as breeders we should be 
just as proud to produce those pups as we are that 
Westminster winner. The love of dogs is what it is all 
about. 
We are all aware that the Animal Rights activists 

are increasing their voice of discontent in our sport 
of dogs.  They are using alarming tactics and words 
to “educate” the public with improper and misleading 
information that will diminish the existence as we 
know it, of the pure bred dog.
Each breed has a history of development and use 

which we as breeders have respected and bred to 
achieve and maintain over centuries.
Nation by nation we are seeing more regulations in 

the name of humane treatment of canines, mindless 
of the time, energy and love the breeders devote to 
maintaining the breed's standards.
What will be the future of pure bred dogs?
Every person involved, local clubs, parent clubs 

and the American Kennel Club has a voice and an 
obligation. Educate yourself. Allow your voice to be 
heard before our breed and our sport become extinct.

Help Start the Preservation Breeder Program
The Preservation Breeders Project is now forming.  

Please join us in their efforts with your ideas, skills, 
knowledge, and community.
Are you a legal or non-profit professional, fund raiser, 

scientist, master breeder or breed mentor that cares 
about our dog's future? You can let this group know 
of your interest by finding them on FaceBook and 
emailing: preservationbreeders@gmail.com

DiAnn wishes to inform readers that her article is 
sourced from information provided by the following:
• Bill Shelton (coventry.corgi@verizon.net)
• Doug Johnson (clussexx@aol.com)
• David Frei (Davidfrei44@gmail.com)
• Elizabeth Brinkley
• Dr. Beckie Williams, DVM
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SHARON ABMEYER
October 28, 1940 – October 17, 2020

Sharon Abmeyer, 
beloved breeder 
of Welsh Terriers 
and distinguished 
member, former 
interim president, and 
most recently, chair of 
hospitality for The Welsh 
Terrier Club of America, 
passed suddenly, but 
peacefully, in her home 
on Saturday, October 
17, 2020. The legendary 
breeder holds the 
record for breeding and 

owning the most Welsh Terrier champions in modern 
history. 

Early in her life with dogs, Sharon Abmeyer bred 
Airedales, beginning with a litter sired by the renowned 
Stone Ridge Kennel. It was her passion for the noble, 
intrepid, and indefatigable Welsh Terriers, however, 
that captured her heart.

Over thirty-five years of breeding and exhibiting 
Welsh Terriers is a career of hard work, dedication, and 
perseverance mixed with passion and sportsmanship 
that can lead to extraordinary results. Carefully 
planning over many years, dog to dog, pedigree 
to pedigree, to produce healthy dogs with great 
temperaments that epitomize the breed standard 
was her goal. Achieving confirmation of her work in 
the ring by judges awarding her dogs titles was an 
overwhelming honor and thrill. She did it hundreds 
of times with nearly 100 of her own homebred 
dogs. Therein, the record is held for the late Sharon 
Abmeyer (Shaireab’s, then Shaireab’s Bayleigh), who 
has contemporarily bred and owned the most Welsh 
Terrier champions of record.

Rarely does a dog measure up to every specification 
of its breed standard. It is the conceptualization of 
the standard that guides the imaginations of those 
seriously interested in the breeding, exhibition, and 
performance of purebred dogs. Sharon Abmeyer 
cherished teamwork as her guiding force, and has 
credited her partner in Welsh of 20 years (1998-2018), 
Keith Bailey (Shaireab’s Bayleigh, then Bayleigh), with 
whom they produced 61 of the near 100 Champions, 

13 Grand Champions (including GCh. Ch. Bayleigh 
Shaireab’s Super Hero, “Spyder,” the first Welsh 
Terrier Grand Champion; the Top Winning Welsh 
Terrier Bitch of All Time, GCh. Ch. Shaireab’s Bayleigh 
Maid of Honor, “Jennie”; and the Number One Terrier 
in America 2017, GCh. Ch. Shaireab’s Bayleigh 
Daenerys Stormborn, “Khaleesi”); and overall 100+ 
Best in Show wins. Together, Sharon Abmeyer and 
Keith Bailey bred and owned the No. 1 Welsh Terrier 
in the country in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2017.

Sharon Abmeyer was the breeder of the Number One 
All-Time Most Titled Welsh Terrier, Internationally—
PACH ATCHC IACS IWACS Shaireab’s You’re Under 
Arrest MXPB MJP4 MJPB PAX MFPB TQXP T2BP2 
CGCA CGCU TKP TDCH EXSTGOLD ESJGOLD EXGGOLD 
EXSGOLD EXTRSILVER ESSCSILVER EXCHBRONZE 
VSA GOLD, “Miles.”

Sharon Abmeyer treasured, too, her professional 
handler Tracy Szaras, and subsequently her spouse 
and partner, Luiz Antonio Abreu. The collective 
team’s willingness to evaluate puppies and dogs, to 
discuss differences of opinion, and to work together 
openly to achieve their goals, was a hallmark of their 
accomplishments. 

This successful team follows previous record 
holders, such as Judge Walter S. Glynn, who bred and 
owned more Welsh Terrier champions than anyone 
else at the turn of the century in the period 1887 
until his death on April 17, 1933. They complement 
other record-holding breeders and owners, who 
achieved pinnacles with extra special dogs and 
exceptional resolve, and set records that have 
become new standards of achievement, elevating 
the Welsh Terrier breed and ideals to the highest 
level—The Welsh Terrier Record Holders.

Denise Yates, founder of The Welsh Terrier 
Record Holders, expresses deepest sympathies to 
Sharon Abmeyer’s family—husband Bob Abmeyer; 
daughter Julie Fox and son-in-law Fred Fox; son Steve 
Abmeyer and daughter-in-law Dawn Abmeyer; and 
grandchildren Jared Fox, Jordan and Taylor Abmeyer. 

Denise Yates is especially grateful to own the last 
dog Sharon Abmeyer raised in her home, GCh. Ch. 
Shaireab’s Bayleigh Enough Said, “George.”

For more information on Welsh Terrier Record 
Holders, visit www.welshterrierrecordholders.com.

—Denise Yates, October 18, 2020

The Passing of a Matriarch of Welsh Terriers
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2019 - 2020 WTCA Committees
Advertising
Gwen Metzler (Chair)
540.820.4079
tbg2groom@gmail.com  

AKC Delegate
Bruce Schwartz 
310.559.6016
bruhilwelsh-puppy@yahoo.com
 
AKC Gazette Breed Column 
Diane Orange (Chair)
304.732.6893
dianeorange1@hughes.net 

Annual Awards
Conformation
Mary Ellen Carney (Chair)
732.269.8090
mecarney@att.net
Performance
Lisa Patton
425.523.6520
ljptap@gmail.com

Annual Awards Banquet
Bruce Schwartz (Chair)
310.559.6016
bruhilwelsh-puppy@yahoo.com
Ginny Winters
Wendy Warnock

Breeder Referral
Kathy Leinthall (Co-Chair)
607.227.7060
kaleinwt@yahoo.com  
Mary Ellen Carney (Co-Chair)
732.269.8090
mecarney@att.net
 
Ethics
Ann Bark (Chair)
925.980.5220
aeb@comcast.net

Health Committee
Ginny Winters (Chair)
724.349.1354
winterwind@indypenn.com 
Peggy Gaughan 
Diane Guida
Larisa Hotchin
Dr. Valeria Rickard
Karen Williams

Historian and Record Keeping
Denise Yates
214.478.0898
rundmy@sbcglobal.net

Hospitality
Sharon Abmeyer
678-777-5186
shaireabs@comcast.net
Carolyn Wolters
George Tibaldi
Denise Yates

Judge’s Education & Mentoring 
Bruce Schwartz (Chair)
310.559.6016
bruhilwelsh-puppy@yahoo.com
Carole Beattie
Ginny Winters

Legislation & National Breed Alliance
Janet Fox Stephens (Chair)
970.206.9266
janstep123@aol.com

MCKC Ring Set-up
Claire Gallagher (Chair)
732.859.3254
clairegallagher54@gmail.com 
Charles Yorke 
John Melair

Meet the Breeds in New York
Bruce Schwartz (Chair)
310.559.6016
bruhilwelsh-puppy@yahoo.com
Joan Herschaft

Meet the Breeds in Orlando
Fred Adams (Chair)
941.400.2500
redragonwelsh@aol.com

Membership
Scarlet Cardwell (Chair)
919.967.6793
scarletcardwell@yahoo.com

Membership Education Committee
Mary Duafala
201.452.0814
maryduafala@gmail.com

Nominating
TBD

Parent Club Photographer
George Tibaldi
770.722.8902
georgetib@comcast.net

Specialty Shows Committee
Bruce Schwartz (Chair)
310.559.6016
bruhilwelsh-puppy@yahoo.com 
Ginny Winters
Wendy Warnock

Standing Rules Review and Revision 
Ginny Winters (Chair)
724.349.1354
winterwind@indypenn.com
Wendy Warnock
Ereign Seacord

Trophy
Bridget Gierahn (Chair)
480.986.2325
gierahn@hotmail.com
Wendy Warnock

Versatility Awards
Darcy Dorwart (Chair)
585.746.5215
darcydorwart@yahoo.com
Esther Snowden

WAG 
Pam Allen (Chair)
973.886.1294
pam.abbeyrose@gmail.com
Ginny Winters

Ways and Means
Darcy Dorwart (Chair)
585.746.5215
darcydorwart@yahoo.com

Webmaster
Emma Kesler
604.780.8500
emma.kesler@gmail.com

Yearbook
Ginny Winters (Chair)
724.349.1354
winterwind@indypenn.com
Terry Hoskins
Paula Joseph-Johnson



WTCA 
1131 Manor Ridge Drive
Bishop, GA 30621

We have a page in the “Members Only” section with the latest information from our officers and committees. 

This page is updated often to keep everyone informed.

There is also a page containing minutes from Board meetings.

www.welshterrier.org

Health Incident Report

This form can be found on the Home page of the website

Deadline for Submission for February WAG is January 15, 2021. 


