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WTCA President’s Message
Bruce Schwartz

Needless to say, this has been a very difficult year for all of us and our 
dogs have given us needed company when we have to isolate to protect 
our health. There is nothing more relaxing or pleasurable to me than sitting 
in my yard and watching the dogs play, chase and tussle. This is the best 
down time I could have, and I appreciate that with Welsh Terriers there is 
never a dull moment. 
Our Annual Meeting this year will take place on SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 

at 4 P.M. Eastern time via a Zoom meeting. If you haven't participated in 
a Zoom call before, you may want to try signing on and giving it a try and 
downloading the necessary application or other software.  If you don't have 
a way to participate via the internet, a call-in number will also be available.  
When the meeting notice is distributed it will include the Zoom link and call 
in numbers. Following our annual meeting we will have the Annual Awards 
Presentation. At that time, let's have a "toast" to better times ahead with 
puppy socialization classes, conformation classes, performance events, 
specialties and dog shows in full swing.  
As many of you are aware, one of our members has been charged with 

13 counts of animal cruelty. We became aware of this situation (through 
WTCares) when pictures of the dogs were posted on an animal control 
website. At that time, I was in contact with animal control who gave me 
almost no information about the dogs other than that they were not 
available for adoption nor could they discuss their condition. I followed 
up with the investigating officer who advised me to keep checking the 
website for an update to charges Late in the afternoon of July 15 the 
13 charges of "animal cruelty" were posted and I immediately contacted 
the American Kennel Club to advise them of the situation. The individual 
was immediately removed from the "Breeder of Merit" Program and their 
status with AKC was changed to "Referral" pending the outcome of the 
criminal trial. If the individual is found guilty, AKC will then take further 
action by suspension. If you believe a member is not adequately caring 
for their dogs, please bring it to your board's attention. Let's make "See 
Something Say Something" apply under these circumstances too. Often 
times, people are overwhelmed, and we can lend assistance before it gets 
to this point.  
Please stay safe and healthy - we look forward to having a large participation 

in this year's Annual Meeting. See you then.
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New Members
The WTCA would like to welcome our new members:

Emily Carroll
2304 W. Bogart Rd
Sandusky, OH 44870
Phone: 419-357-2149
Email: emily.carroll112@gmail.com

Mark Riddoch
P.O. Box 782526
San Antonio, TX 78258
Phone: 210-422-5548
Email: mriddoch@gmail.com

Tracy Szaras and Luis Abreu
900 Agnew Rd
Starr, SC 29684
Phone: 864-356-3295
Email: tracyzardel@live.com

Knocking At The 
Door

New Membership Applications

Chris Baumann, St. Louis, MO
Sponsored by Lucy Bailey and Linda 
Schulte

WELSH TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA
Annual Meeting

As the 2020 National Specialty Show has been cancelled, the Board of the WTCA has determined that the 
2020 Annual Meeting will be held by video and/or phone conference.
The meeting will be held on Saturday, October 3, 2020 at 4pm EDT.
The link for the video call will be emailed to members by September 15.  Additionally, telephone numbers will 
be provided for members who prefer to call in or who do not have internet access.  Any members who have 
not provided an email address to the club should contact the Recording Secretary who will mail the link and 
phone numbers to them.  
As we need to have a quorum in order for the meeting to proceed, it is important that all club members who 
are planning to take part in the meeting inform the Recording Secretary of their intention by Wednesday, 
September 30.

Wendy Warnock
Recording Secretary
1131 Manor Ridge Drive
Bishop, GA 30621
678-777-7465
wendywarnock@bellsouth.net
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Welsh Terrier Column
Reprinted from the AKC Gazette

DIFFICULT TIMES
For most of us who breed and show dogs, there are many 

decisions to make. Planning which dogs to show and 
where to show them takes time and research studying 
judges and competition. Comparing pedigrees to decide 
which bitch to breed and to which dog requires research 
into pedigrees and analysis of good points of each.

Many of us find it better to show dogs in the summer 
and breed a bitch or two in the winter. Unfortunately, this 
year we have to consider the problems of the COVID-19 
virus and protect ourselves from exposure to it. The spring 
shows, obedience trials, and performance events have 
been canceled, and it is quite possible that there will be 
no competitions until fall, or even later. Our schedule and 
plans have had to change.

For many breeders, the choice may be to breed a litter or 
two in the interim. If you own the stud dog you will be using, 
and he is on the premises or close by, then that would be 
a logical option. However, if the stud dog is not yours or 
owned by someone who is located near you, there may 
be other factors to consider. Can you drive to the stud dog 
owner and then return to pick up the bitch in a reasonable 
schedule? Will that be legal to do so, and feasible as well? 
Some states or areas may have very stringent controls 
in place, and some areas will be more risky to travel into 
than others.  Another option is having fresh-chilled semen 
shipped to your veterinarian, who will then artificially 
inseminate the bitch. It is generally recommended that 
two AI procedures be done two days apart. So, if that is 
your choice, be sure that all arrangements are feasible and 
made in time, so that you do not miss her optimal breeding 
dates. Since mail service is often slower than normal, be 
sure that you know what service will work, and have it all 
planned out beforehand. Welsh Terriers, particularly those 
that are accustomed to being shown, adapt well to new 
surroundings, but even under the best circumstances, 
new people and new surroundings may put enough extra 
stress on the bitch, which lowers the chance of ovulation 
and successful conception.  Obviously, no breeder wants 
to risk the life or health of the dog, and many people are 
deciding to wait until next year—which is fine if the bitch 
is young, but if she is age 6 or older, this may be your last 
chance to get a litter from her. Therefore, even more than 
usual, you may have a difficult decision to make.

Assuming that you have puppies available at the right 
time, deciding who gets a puppy is always a challenge, as 
there are usually more people waiting for a puppy than 
there are puppies available. However, since dogs are 
such terrific companions, particularly in times of stress, 
you may have more people interested in a puppy than 

usual. Several breeders have told me that many people 
are waiting for a puppy at this time than the breeder 
generally has waiting.  While that sounds good, a dog 
is not to be considered a disposable item, and when 
things get better the new owners decide to place the 
puppy, because they have other interests and a dog is 
a big responsibility. Most breeders are only looking for 
homes where the dog will be part of the family for years 
to come. Please, if you are considering purchasing a dog, 
do not do so unless you plan to have the dog as a family 
member for the rest of its life.

If you want a dog just for a short time, look into 
fostering and training it to help get it ready for its forever 
home. Most breed clubs will welcome the help from 
people who love dogs but know that they cannot provide 
longtime care but do have some time now out now. It 
would also be wonderful for people who have a family 
member requiring their care and attention to know that 
a kind, caring “dog person” is helping you out while you 
must care for your loved one. If you are interested in 
possibly adding a Welsh Terrier to your household later, 
having the opportunity to help and also getting to know 
the breed’s personality may inspire you to plan to for 
this possibility. I would expect that most breeders would 
then put you on the top of their waiting list for a puppy, 
knowing that yours would be a wonderful place for one of 
their dogs.

—Diane Orange,
Diane@counselorwelshterriers.com
Welsh Terrier Club of America
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Collecting Health Data 1975-2020
Ginny Winters, Health Chair

Welsh Terrier Club of America breeders have always been 
mindful of the health of the breed. Recently, a copy of a 
1975 survey was forwarded on to me from past Health 
Chair, Diane Guida. Another survey, prepared by Dr. & Mrs. 
McClung offers additional data from 1991. A comparison 
between these surveys and our current information offers 
a spectrum of the health in our breed.

 In March of 1975 Marty Weldon King mailed a survey 
to the 158 member families of the WTCA requesting 
information about the frequency of congenital and/or 
hereditary abnormalities in our breed. 63 surveys were 
returned, almost a 40% response. Please keep in mind 
that this was long before computers and email. Typewriters 
and the US mail were the source of communication.

The diagnostic tools and access to testing were different 
in 1975 but this report shows that our breeders have 
always had the breed’s health and welfare at the heart of 
their breeding programs. Our current CHIC requirements 
include an annual eye exam and Primary Lens Luxation 
testing. Many members choose to do additional testing on 
their breeding stock. 

Marty cautioned the membership to keep in mind that 
the figures are of responses returned and not always 
indicative of the frequency of occurrences.  She hoped it 
would be the beginning of serious, open, and non-biased 
discussions. How it would affect or benefit future breeding 
programs would be determined by the extent to which 
all concerned breeders shared their knowledge of the 
abnormalities and the breedings which produced them. 
She believed that the Welsh Terrier breeders could do that 
in an objective manner. She did empathize with concerns 
for exposing particular animals through the animal’s 
pedigree. Whether one continued to use a particular 
animal or animals which were questionable would depend 
on the remaining qualities of what that animal produced 
and the seriousness of the abnormality.  Forty five years 
later, the same thinking holds true. 

Highlights of the survey:

Oral Abnormalities:

Most changes in bite were noticed near the time of 
permanent teeth. Three undershot bites were observed at 
birth, one at 5-6 weeks. One overshot bite was observed 
at birth and another at 4 weeks.

Ocular: 14

Cataracts: 8 (age of onset varied from 1 year 
to 13 years)

Lens Luxation:  1 (age of onset 2 years)

Retinal Atrophy:  3 (age of onset 3-7 years)

Distichiasis 1 litter, five affected, age of onset 
1 year

Double lower lashes: 1 litter, four affected, age of onset 
1 year

Glaucoma:  One breeder responded.  9 pups affected from 
8 litters (totaling 27 pups) out of a total of 27 litters bred.  
Average age of onset 5.5 years

Neurological & Musculo - Skeletal

Other abnormalities that were not listed on the survey, 
but volunteered included: twisted tail, bent vertebrae in 
tail, allergy/skin problems, heart; enlarged, tetralogy of 
fallot septal defect, leaking, liver, short tongues, bisexual, 
tumor/anus, diabetes, oversize pups, solid black, twisted 
legs, broken backs, missing rectums, broken tails, holes 
in skin to stomach.

The 1991-1992 Health Survey may be one that more 
of you remember. Again, members were reminded 
that admitting problems is taking a big step toward 
improvement of the breed through responsible breeding 
programs. The purpose of this survey was to determine 
the most frequently occurring health problems in Welsh 
Terriers. 57 surveys were returned which, it was noted, 
was a relatively small number from which to draw any 
valid conclusions or make generalizations concerning 
health problems in the breed.

Total Minimal Moderate Severe
Undershot 17 12 4 1
Overshot 9 9
Missing 9 8 1
Extra 1
Wry 2
Crowded 1

Carpal deviation: 1

Legge-Perthes: 4 

Hip Dysplasia: 3

Patellar Luxation: 2

Monorchid: 17

Cryptorchid: 3

Deafness: 1

Hydrocephalus: 1 

Hernia: 11

Achalasia: 7

Epilepsy: 7

Swimmer: 1
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AKC CHF DHF Donations
The Welsh Terrier Club of America was recently notified that our AKC CHF 

Donor Advised Fund was the beneficiary of a $5000.00 donation from The 
Haig and Femma Mahdessian Family Trust. Pickles, the Mahdessian family’s 
Welsh Terrier was a much-loved companion. This very thoughtful gift will allow 
the WTCA to continue supporting research that will enable us to help improve 
the health of Welsh Terriers.

The Mahdessian family has been sent an acknowledgment of our 
appreciation of their thoughtfulness. 

Glaucoma: 4

Cataracts: 10

PRA: 3

Hip Dysplasia: 1

Legg Calve Perthes: 2

Hernia: 10

Other Abnormalities: 11

Whelping Problems/Loss of 
Litter: 11

Autoimmune Hemolytic 
Anemia: 1

Monorchidism: 13

Allergies:  16

Seborrhea: 11

Epilepsy:  23

Hypothyroidism: 13

Von Willebrands Disease: 1

Heart Murmurs: 14

Achalasia: 12

Toenail Bed Dystrophy: 4 

The first study was looking for the frequency of congenital 
and hereditary abnormalities and the second was looking 
for the most frequent occurring health problems in 
the breed. The health incident & death report currently 
monitored by the club continues to help us track the 
health of our breed. I believe we all agree that sharing 
information and being forthcoming with fellow breeders is 
our best asset to assure the best health of our breeding 
stock.

We need to keep in mind that no matter how healthy 
our puppies begin their lives with their breeders, diet, 
vaccinations, and environmental factors, etc. contribute 
to the overall health of adult dogs. We can send them 
out the door healthy but we need to continue to educate 
their new owners as to how to maintain their health. Too 
often they unknowingly subject their dogs to products and 
situations that can undermine all the breeder has put into 
breeding a healthy puppy while the information breeders 
send home with the new puppy is just filed away and never 
followed up on. As breeders, we need to make sure new 
owners understand how their actions can affect the health 
of their dogs.  Prevention is easier than finding a cure!

Welsh Terrier Property Laws

If I like it, it’s mine

If it’s in my mouth, it’s mine

If I can take it from you, it’s mine

If I had it a minute ago, it’s still mine

If it’s mine, you must never think it’s 
yours

If I’m chewing something to bits, all the 
pieces are mine

If it just looks like mine, it is mine

If I saw it first, it’s mine

If you put something down, it’s mine

If it’s broken, it’s yours
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In Case of Emergency
To say that everyone needs a plan for their dogs to be 

cared for in an emergency is a bit of a no-brainer. But it’s 
also one of those things that, although we mean to do it, all 
too frequently, we don’t quite get around to it. Being faced 
with the current COVID-19 pandemic, we find ourselves in 
a situation which should more effectively focus our minds.

Check List

Make sure you have someone who can step in at a 
moment’s notice to take care of your dogs – and make 
sure they’re OK with it! Then make sure you have someone 
else, in case your first emergency care provider is out of 
town or otherwise unavailable. Having a back-up plan is 
good – having a back-up for the back-up is even better!

Provide your emergency care providers with a key or 
whatever else they might need to access your property. If 
you have a coronary at the grocery store, they will need to 
be able to get to your dogs.

Don’t let food supplies or medications run low. Keep at 
least a week’s worth on hand, two weeks’ worth if you can.

If you have more than one dog, or more than one dog 
of the same sex, you will need to have some sort of 
identification for them. One Welsh Terrier looks much the 
same as another unless you know them really well.

List your veterinarian, and any veterinarian specialists you 
may use, as well as the out-of-hours emergency vet clinic. 
Include all contact information and driving directions.

Make a comprehensive list of instructions. Start with 
the easy stuff – how much to feed and how often, what 
medications to give and to whom. Add anything else that 
occurs to you as you go through the day with your dogs.

Keep several copies of your instructions in places they 
can easily be found, both in paper and electronic forms. 
Don’t forget to keep one in your vehicle. If you’re in a car 
wreck, it’s important for first responders to know you have 
dogs at home, and who to call to take care of them. 

Once you have everything written down, don’t just put it 
away and forget about it! Review it regularly to make any 
changes necessary to be sure the information is current. 
Also check with your emergency care providers from time 
to time that they’re still OK with looking after your dogs.

In Case of COVID-19 

If you have COVID-19 symptoms or have tested positive 
for COVID-19, do not ask someone from outside your 
home to come and take care of your dogs. If you need to 
go to the hospital, leave your dogs crated, either outside 
the door or close by, so that your care providers can pick 
them up. Gloves should be worn to handle the crates.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

have provided the following information for pet owners.
Until we learn more about how this virus affects animals, 

treat pets as you would other human family members to 
protect them from a possible infection.

Because there is a small risk that people with COVID-19 
could spread the virus to animals, CDC recommends that 
pet owners limit their pet’s interaction with people outside 
their household.

• Keep cats indoors when possible and do not let them 
roam freely outside.

• Walk dogs on a leash at least 6 feet (2 meters) away 
from others.

• Avoid public places where a large number of people 
gather.

• Do not put face coverings on pets. Covering a pet’s 
face could harm them.

There is no evidence that the virus can spread to people 
from the skin, fur, or hair of pets. Do not wipe or bathe 
your pet with chemical disinfectants, alcohol, hydrogen 
peroxide, or any other products not approved for animal 
use.

 If you are sick, you should restrict contact with your pets 
and other animals, just like you would with people. Until 
more is known about this virus, people sick with COVID-19 
should avoid contact with pets and other animals.

• When possible, have another member of your 
household care for your pets while you are sick.

• Avoid contact with your pet including petting, 
snuggling, being kissed or licked, sharing food, and 
sleeping in the same bed.

• If you must care for your pet or be around animals 
while you are sick, wear a cloth face covering and 
wash your hands before and after you interact with 
them.

If you are sick with COVID-19 and your pet becomes 
sick, do not take your pet to the veterinary clinic 
yourself. Call your veterinarian and let them know you 
have been sick with COVID-19. Some veterinarians may 
offer telemedicine consultations or other plans for seeing 
sick pets. Your veterinarian can evaluate your pet and 
determine the next steps for your pet’s treatment and 
care.

In the United States, there is no evidence that animals are 
playing a significant role in the spread of COVID-19.  Based 
on the limited information available to date, the risk of 
animals spreading COVID-19 to people is considered to 
be low.

For more information, visit CDC’s COVID-19 and 
Animals webpage and Healthy Pets, Healthy People 
website.
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2019 - 2020 WTCA Committees
Advertising
Gwen Metzler (Chair)
540.820.4079
tbg2groom@gmail.com  

AKC Delegate
Ereign Seacord
607.277.4787
ehs6@cornell.edu
 
AKC Gazette Breed Column 
Diane Orange (Chair)
304.732.6893
dianeorange1@hughes.net 

Annual Awards
Mary Ellen Carney (Chair)
732.269.8090
mecarney@att.net

Annual Awards Banquet
Bruce Schwartz (Chair)
310.559.6016
bruhilwelsh-puppy@yahoo.com
Ginny Winters
Wendy Warnock

Breeder Referral
Kathy Leinthal (Co-Chair)
607.227.7060
kaleinwt@yahoo.com  
Mary Ellen Carney (Co-Chair)
732.773.4947
mecarney@att.net
 
Ethics
Bruce Schwartz (Chair)
310.559.6016
bruhilwelsh-puppy@yahoo.com

Health Committee
Ginny Winters (Chair)
724.349.1354
winterwind@indypenn.com 
Peggy Gaughan 
Diane Guida
Larisa Hotchin
Dr. Valeria Rickard
Karen Williams

Historian and Record Keeping
Wendy Warnock 
678.777.7465
wendywarnock@bellsouth.net 

Hospitality
Sharon Abmeyer
678.777.5186
shaireabs@comcast.net
Carolyn Wolters
George Tibaldi
Denise Yates

Judge’s Education & Mentoring 
Bruce Schwartz (Chair)
310.559.6016
bruhilwelsh-puppy@yahoo.com
Carole Beattie
Ginny Winters

Legislation & National Breed Alliance
Janet Fox Stephens (Chair)
970.206.9266
janstep123@aol.com

MCKC Ring Set-up
Claire Gallagher (Chair)
732.859.3254
clairegallagher54@gmail.com
Charles Yorke 
John Melair

Meet the Breeds in New York
Ann Bark (Chair)
925.980.5220
aeb@comcast.net
Terry Lohmuller
Joan Herschaft

Meet the Breeds in Orlando
Fred Adams (Chair)
941.921.4520
redragonwelsh@aol.com  

Membership
Scarlet Cardwell (Chair)
919.967.6793
scarletcardwell@yahoo.com

Nominating
Ginny Winters
724.349.1354
winterwind@indypenn.com
Bob Lucas
Judy Timm

Parent Club Photographer
George Tibaldi
770.722.8902
georgetib@comcast.net

Specialty Shows Committee
Bruce Schwartz (Chair)
310.559.6016
bruhilwelsh-puppy@yahoo.com 
Ginny Winters
Wendy Warnock

Standing Rules Review and Revision 
Ginny Winters (Chair)
724.349.1354
winterwind@indypenn.com
Wendy Warnock
Ereign Seacord

Trophy
Bridget Gierahn (Chair)
480.986.2325
gierahn@hotmail.com
Wendy Warnock

Versatility Awards
Darcy Dorwart (Chair)
585.746.5215
darcydorwart@yahoo.com
Esther Snowden

WAG 
Wendy Warnock (Chair)
678.777.7465
wendywarnock@bellsouth.net
Ginny Winters

Ways and Means
Darcy Dorwart (Chair)
585.746.5215
darcydorwart@yahoo.com

Webmaster
Emma Kesler
604.780.8500
emma.kesler@gmail.com

Yearbook
Ginny Winters (Chair)
724.349.1354
winterwind@indypenn.com
Terry Hoskins
Paula Joseph-Johnson



WTCA
1131 Manor Ridge Drive
Bishop  GA  30621

We have a page in the “Members Only” section with the latest information from our officers and committees. 

This page is updated often to keep everyone informed.

There is also a page containing minutes from Board meetings.

www.welshterrier.org

Health Incident Report

This form can be found on the Home page of the website

Deadline for the November Issue: October 15th


