
 

                   Dual Language Immersion 
   

Immersion (lat. immerge = to indulge) has proven to be a highly successful method of foreign language acquisition using a very 
natural approach. The key to success is a distinct separation of languages – either spatial or personal. At the German 
International School of Houston (GISH) we separate by person. The American teacher uses exclusively English, whereas the 
German facilitator uses German only. 

 
Brain research and cognitive studies on language acquisition have shown that children learn more in the first six years of their 
lives than at any other time. This remarkable ability to acquire knowledge applies to young children’s unique language learning 
abilities as well. Research also unequivocally demonstrates that children who are raised from birth or early age with two or more 
languages develop high levels of competency in those languages. The languages become the medium for learning rather than the 
object of learning. A multilingual education starting at an early age opens doors for a successful future in our global society. 
 
What are the advantages for my child in a DUAL LANGUAGE IMMERSION PROGRAM? 
There are three major advantages for students of both language backgrounds, all tied to the goals of two-way immersion 
education (e.g., Howard & Christian, 2002). 

 
1) Reading and writing proficiency in two languages.  
2) Positively affects general academic performance. Research  shows that there are fewer high school drop-outs                 
               from dual language programs than from other programs and enhanced job opportunities in the future    
               (Lindholm-Leary, 2001; Thomas & Collier, 2002). 
3) Positive attitude towards themselves as learners. Research showed a great deal of diversity in the friendship     
               choices (Cazabon, Lambert, & Heise-Baigorria (2002). Students become comfortable with speaking the second  
               language and interacting with members of other ethno cultural groups. They become more self-confident and  
               are better prepared to engage in a global society that values multiculturalism and bilingualism. 
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   German International School of Houston 
             German-English Dual Language Immersion Preschool Program 

									ONE CHILD. TWO LANGUAGES. UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES.	
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